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(54) Image processing apparatus, an image forming apparatus and an image processing method

(57) An image processing apparatus can obtain a
copy image having excellent reproducibility with a rela-
tively simple structure of a data processing unit. The im-
age processing apparatus generates image formation
data by processing image data. A gradation processing
unit binarizes the image data according to an error diffu-
sion process. A character/line drawing detection unit de-
termines whether a part of the binary image data corre-
sponds to a character/line drawing portion, e.g. by com-
paring the number of transition points with a threshold
value. An image processing unit applies an image
processing, e.g. smoothing processing, to the part of the
binary image data according to a result of determination
of the character/line drawing detection unit.
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