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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a multi-purpose tassel
for the operating elements of a retractable covering for
an architectural opening, such as a window covering.
[0002] A window covering, such as a venetian blind
with horizontal or vertical slats, is typically provided with
a first operating element for lifting or traversing the slats
and a second operating element for tilting the slats. Gen-
erally, such operating elements will include a cord or ball
chain for traversing the slats and a wand for tilting them.
Curtains, however, can have either cords or wands for
traversing.

[0003] Itis generally desirable for the look of a window
covering, particularly in an office or dwelling with many
window coverings, that the tassels of the operating ele-
ments of each window covering are uniform in appear-
ance. Tassels of uniform appearance can also provide a
distinctive "look" to the window coverings of their manu-
facturer. For this reason, tassels of window coverings
have often been provided with the logo, mark or name
of the manufacturer of the window coverings. Thus, tas-
sels of uniform appearance have been sought for attach-
ment to window covering cords and wands.

[0004] However even though tassels for cords and
wands may look the same, they are technically different
parts. Attaching a tassel to a pull cord has typically re-
quired a different tassel shape than for attaching a tassel
toatiltwand. This hasresultedinthe production of tassels
that appear the same but are technically different. As a
result, there has inevitably been confusion during the as-
sembly of window coverings with such tassels, as well
as more expense than if the tassels for both cords and
wands had, in fact, been identical.

[0005] In accordance with this invention, a tassel is
provided which can be connected in an upright position
to a cord or similar flexible elongated member and in an
inverted position to a wand or similar rigid elongated
member while maintaining a uniform outer appearance
for the tassel.

[0006] According to one aspect of the invention, a
two-part tassel is provided, which comprises:

a) a hollow body with:

- anupright side wall containing a coaxial interior
space,

- atopwall, and

- abottom wall and

- wherein a first aperture is formed through the
top wall, through which the cord can be inserted
into the interior space to connect the cord to the
tassel,

- wherein a second aperture is formed through
the bottom wall, through which the wand can be
inserted into the interior space to connect the
wand to the tassel and

- wherein the body has its top wall on top in the
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upright position and its bottom wall on top in the
inverted position; and

b) a cover connectable to the exterior of the body.

[0007] Furtheraspects of the invention will be apparent
from the detailed description below of specific embodi-
ments and the drawings thereof, in which:

- Figure 1 is a front view of a typical venetian blind
with a first prior art embodiment of a tassels on a
cord and wand;

- Figure 2Ais a cross-sectional view of a second prior
art embodiment of a tassel in an upright position;

- Figures 2B and 2C are perspective views of the sec-
ond prior art tassel of Figure 2A in upright and in-
verted positions, respectively;

- Figure 3A is a cross-sectional view of the second
prior art tassel of Figure 2A, upright and assembled
to a cord;

- Figure 3B is a cross-sectional view of the second
prior art tassel of Figure 2A, inverted and assembled
to a wand;

- Figures 4 is a perspective view of an embodiment
of the tassel of this invention;

- Figure 5 is a cross-sectional view of the tassel of
the invention of Figure 4;

- Figure 6A is a perspective view of the tassel of Fig-
ure 4, assembled to a cord;

- Figure 6B is a perspective view of the tassel of Fig-
ure 4, assembled to a wand;

- Figure 6C is a plan view of the left side of just the
tassel of Figure 4;

- Figure 6D is a perspective view of the front of just
the tassel of Figure 4; and

- Figure 6E is a perspective view of the rear of just
the tassel of Figure 4.

[0008] Figure 1 shows a conventional venetian blind
1, which includes a head rail 3, a bottom rail 5, ladders
7, lift cords 9 and slats 11. The blind also includes an
operating cord 13 and a tilt wand 15. Both the downward-
ly-extending operating cord 13 and tilt wand 15 have a
prior arttassel 17,19 attached to their free lower end por-
tions 13A, 15A. The upper end portions 13B of the cord
are attached to a conventional cord equalizer 18 which
is, in turn, connected to a conventional mechanism in the
head rail 3 for raising and lowering the slats 11 when the
cord is pulled in one direction or the other: The upper end
portions 15B of the wand are attached to a conventional
mechanism in the head rail 3 for tilting the slats 11 when
the wand is twisted. Although these prior art cord and
wand tassels 17,19 have a uniform appearance, they are
not the same.

[0009] Cord tassel 17 has an aperture for accommo-
dating the operating cord’s lower end portions 13A. The
lower end portions 13A of the operating cord 13 can be
attached directly to the tassel 17 or, as shown, to an



3 EP 1 510 648 B1 4

intermediate attaching part 21. The cord tassel 17 cannot
be attached suitably to the wand 15.

[0010] Likewise, the wand tassel 19 has an aperture
for accommodating the lower end portions 15A of the
wand 15. The wand 15 has a typical hexagonal
cross-section, and the wand aperture has a similar
cross-section of a slightly smaller dimension. The wand’s
lower end portions 15A can be friction fit into the aperture
of the wand tassel 19, and an adhesive can be used to
assure a durable connection between the wand’s lower
end portions 15A and the wand tassel 19. The wand tas-
sel 19 cannot be suitably attached to the operating cord
13.

[0011] Inaccordance with this invention, multi-purpose
tassels 120, 220, as shown in Figures 2-6, are provided
which can be connected to both a wand 115, 215 and a
cord 113, 213 of a venetian blind as shown in Figure 1
but which wil have the same appearance in both cases.
[0012] Figures 2-3 show a prior art embodiment 120
of a multi-purpose tassel, having a hollow vertically-ex-
tending body 121 with an interior space 123 that extends
coaxially. In Figures 2A, 2B and 3A, the prior art tassel
120 is upright and in Figures 2C and 3B, the tassel 120
is inverted. The tassel body 121 has vertically-extending,
circumferential, outer and inner side walls 125, 127, hor-
izontally-extending, outer and inner, top walls 129, 131
and horizontally extending, outer and inner, bottom walls
133,135. The outer side wall 125 defines the outer shape
of the body 121. In Figures 2B and 2C, the outer side
wall 125 is shown with a generally rectangular, preferably
square, horizontal cross-section and comprises left,
right, front and rear, rectangular side walls 125A, 125B,
125C, 125D. However, the outer side wall 125 of the body
121 can have other shapes, such as circular or elliptical
in horizontal cross-section. The shape of the interior
space 123 of the body 121 is defined by the circumfer-
ential inner side wall 127, together with the inner top wall
131 and inner bottom wall 135. This interior space 123
has a size and functional shape that allow the tassel body
121 to be attached to the lower end portions 113A,115A
of either a cord 113 or a wand 115. In Figure 2C, the
inner side wall 127 is shown with a generally hexagonal,
horizontal cross-section with side walls 127A-127F that
can cooperate with the hexagonal sides of the lower end
portions 115A of a wand 115.

[0013] Figure 2B shows a vertically-extending cord ap-
erture 137 that is provided through the outer and inner,
top walls 129,131 of the tassel body 121 into its interior
space 123. The cord aperture 137, which is preferably
round, is used when the prior art tassel 120 is attached
to lower end portions 113A of a cord 113. Surrounding
the cord aperture 137 and part of the inner top wall 129
is an abutment surface 139, against which either a cord
stopping element 143 will abut to hold the cord 113 on
the tassel or the bottom end of a wand 115 will abut when
inserted in the tassel.

[0014] Figure 2C shows a vertically-extending wand
aperture 141 thatis provided through the outer and inner,
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bottom walls 133,135 of the tassel body 121 into its in-
terior space 123. The wand aperture 141 logically has
the same horizontal cross-section (e.g., hexagonal) as
the lower end portions 115A ofawand 115 , to be inserted
into the tassel.

[0015] Figures 3A and 3B show the prior art tassel 120
with a cord 113 or wand 115 assembled to it.

[0016] With the cord 113, the prior art tassel 120 is
used with its cord aperture 137 upwardly as shown in
Figure 3A. The free lower end portions 113A of the cord
113 can be threaded through the cord aperture 137 from
top down or bottom up, depending on the type of stopping
element 143, to be used. If a simple knot 143 is used as
the stopping element, the free lower end portions 113A
of the cord 113 can be threaded top down through the
cord aperture 137, the knot 143 can be made, and then,
the tassel 120 can be slid down abng the cord until the
knot firmly abuts against the abutment surface 139. In
this way, it is also possible to clamp or crimp a stopping
element to the lower end portions 113A of the cord 113
after threading it through the cord aperture 137. Clearly,
if a stopping element 143 is already fixed to the free lower
end portions 113A of the cord 113 or if a knot 143 is
already made there, threading the lower end portions of
the cord through the cord aperture 137 from the bottom
up is the only alternative.

[0017] Figure 3A shows the cord 113 extending in a
vertical or upright direction away from the tassel through
the cord aperture 137. A knot 143 is shown at the free
lower end portions 113A of the cord, abutting against the
abutment surface 139 of the inner top wall 129 of the
tassel body 120. The upper end 113B of the operating
cord 113 can be attached to a cord equalizer, which is in
turn connected to a mechanism of the blind for raising
and lowering its slats as described above with regard to
Figure 1.

[0018] With the wand 115, the prior art tassel 120 is
used with its cord aperture 137 downwardly as shown in
Figure 3B and its body 121 turned upside down relative
to its position shown in Figure 3A. As shown in Figure
3B, the free lower end portions 115A of the wand 115
can besimply stuck into the interior space 123 of the tas-
sel body 121 through the wand aperture 141, so that the
wand’s lower end portions 115A extend into the interior
space 123 of the tassel. A generally horizontally-extend-
ing bottom end surface 115C of the wand’s lower end
portions 115A is shown in abutment with the abutment
surface 139 of the inner top wall 129 of the tassel body
121. Since the side walls 127A-127F of the interior side
wall 127 of the tassel body 121 provide an interior space
123 which substantially matches the shape and size of
the lower end portions 115A of the wand 115, the lower
end portions 115A have afriction fit within the tassel body.
Of course, an even tighter fit can be obtained by providing
an adhesive within the interior space 123 of the tassel
120.

[0019] The upperend portions (not shown) of the wand
115 can be connected to a mechanism of the blind for
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tilting its slats as described above with regard to Figure 1.
[0020] The cord aperture 137 can have any horizontal
cross-sectional shape and dimensions suitable for
threading the free, lower end portions 113A of the cord
113, so long as the cord stopping element or knot 143
cannot pass through the cord aperture. In this regard, it
generally suffices to have the shape and dimensions of
the cord stopping element 143 larger than those of the
cord aperture 137. In addition, the cord aperture 137 must
have a horizontal cross-sectional shape and dimensions
smaller than those of the lower end portions 115A of the
wand 115, so that the inner top wall 131 has an abutment
surface 139 for the bottom end 115C of the wand.
[0021] Likewise, the wand aperture 141 can have any
horizontal cross-sectional shape and dimensions suita-
ble to accommodate the cross-section of the wand 115.
If the wand is round so can be the second aperture. Thus,
the wand 115 and wand aperture 141 can both be circu-
lar, square, hexagonal, rectangular, oval, dia-
mond-shape, etc. in horizontal cross-section.

[0022] As seen from Figures 3A and 3B, the prior art
tassel 120 has the same appearance when upright and
attached to cord 113 as when inverted and attached to
a wand 115. The visible outer side wall 127 can be of
any desired shape but should be symmetrical with regard
to the vertical center of the body 121, between its outer
top and bottom walls 131,135, so that no matter whether
the tassel is upright or inverted, its appearance is the
same. Lettering, symbols or other markings on the outer
side wall 127 can be used, but will appear different de-
pending upon whether the tassel is upright or inverted.
[0023] Figures 4-6 show an embodiment 220 of a mul-
ti-purpose tassel of this invention, which is similar to prior
art the tassel 120 of Figures 2-3 and for which corre-
sponding reference numerals (greater by 100) are used
below for describing the same parts or corresponding
parts.

[0024] The tassel 220 of the invention has a hollow
vertically-extending body 221, with an interior space 223
that extends coaxially. A cover 244 can be connected to
the tassel body 221 by partially or completely inserting
the body through an open top of the cover into its upper
portion 245 which forms a recess on top of the cover. In
Figures 4-6, a snap-fit arrangement between opposite
sides of the inner side wall 246 of the upper portion 245
of the cover 244 and opposite sides of the outer side wall
225 of the tassel body 221 is shown, but the two parts
could also be held together by a friction fit, with adhesive
or by ultrasonic welding. The inner side wall 246 of the
upper portion 245 of the cover 244 has a horizontal
cross-section with a complementary shape and size to
that of the outer side wall 225 of the tassel body 221, to
be inserted therein.

[0025] The circumferential outer side wall 225 of the
tassel body 221 preferably comprises left, right, front and
rear, side walls 225A, 225B, 225C, and 225D. Preferably,
the front and rear, outer side walls 225C, 225D are rec-
tangular, the front outer side wall 225C is shorter than
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the rear outer side wall 225D, and the left and right, outer
side walls 225A, 225B are of a trapezoidal shape, with
top and bottom sides that converge towards the front side
wall 225C. The lower sides of the left and right, outer side
walls 225A, 225B preferably are slightly concave upward,
and the upper sides of the left and right, outer side walls
preferably are slightly concave downward.

[0026] In Figures 4 and 5, side-by-side, upright and
inverted, tassel bodies 221’, 221" are shown which are
otherwise the same. Tassel body 221’ assembled to cov-
er 244, results in tassel 220°. Similar, tassel body 221"
with cover 244 makes tassel 220". Atop the upright tassel
body 221" are a verticallyextending cord aperture 237
that extends through the body’s outer and inner, top walls
229, 231 and into its interior space 223 and an abutment
surface 239 on a non-apertured part of body’s inner top
wall 231. Under the upright tassel body 221’ is a vertical-
ly-extending wand aperture 239 that extends through the
body’s outer and inner, bottom walls 233, 235 and into
its interior space 223. The upright tassel body 221’ can
be connected to a cord (not shown), inserted through the
cord aperture 237, and then, the upright tassel body can
be inserted into the upper portion 245 of the cover 244.
[0027] Atop the inverted tassel body 221" is the wand
aperture 241 in the body’s outer and inner, bottom walls
233, 235, and on the bottom of the inverted tassel body
221" are the cord aperture 237 in the body’s outer and
inner, top walls 229, 231 and the abutment surface 239.
The inverted tassel boy 221" can be connected to awand
(not shown), inserted through the wand aperture 239,
and then, the inverted tassel body can be inserted into
the upper portion 245 of the cover 244.

[0028] Since the tassel body 221 is symmetrical in
shape with regard to its vertical center, between its outer
top and bottomwalls 231,235, turning it over will not affect
the complementarity of the outer side wall 225 of the tas-
sel body relative to the inner side wall 246 of the upper
portion 245 of the cover 244. Because the cover 244 will
not be inverted, in use, its outer wall does not have to be
symmetrical in shape with regard to its vertical center
and indeed can have any shape and be provided with
lettering, marking or symbols.

[0029] The tassel body 221 can be snap fit into the
upper portion 245 of the cover 244 in any conventional
manner. For this purpse, the front and rear, outer side
walls 225C, 225D preferably each have a pair of parallel,
horizontally-extending, upper slots 247A, 247B and a pair
of parallel, horizontally-extending, lower slots 248A,
248B. These slots 247A, 247B, 248A, 248B are adapted
to engage a pair of parallel, horizontally-extending
shap-lugs 249A, 249B on the front and rear, inner side
walls 246C, 246D of the upper portion 245 of the cover
244 to snap-fit the tassel body into the cover’s upper por-
tion 245.

[0030] The tassel body 221 is also provided with par-
allel, left and right grooves 250A, 250B in its outer top
wall 229, and corresponding left and right grooves 251A,
2518 in its outer bottom wall 235. These grooves are
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complementary in shape and dimension to left and right,
upwardly-extending, shoulderridges 253, 255, described
below, that are atop the bottom of the upper portion 245
of the cover 244. The grooves 250A, 2508 and 251 A,
251B and shoulder ridges 253, 255 cooperate with each
other to provide a close fit of the cover to the tassel body.
[0031] The cover 244, as shown in Figures 4-6, is gen-
erally rectangular in horizontal and vertical cross-section.
The cover has a circumferential outer side wall 257,
formed by left, right, frontand rear, side walls 257A, 257B,
257C, 257D which extend vertically and are connected,
at generally right angles, to each other and to a horizon-
tally-extending bottom wall 259. The recess in the upper
portion 245 of the cover 244 is formed by upper portions
257C’, 257D’ of the front and rear, side walls 257C, 257D
which extend above the left and right, side walls 257A,
257B. Once the tassel 220 is assembled, the left and
right side walls 225A,225B of the body 121 will remain
visible within the cover 244.

[0032] The upper portions 257C’, 257D’ of the front
and rear, side walls 257C, 257D of the cover 244 act as
cantilever beams for the snap-fit of the tassel body 221
with the cover.

[0033] The thickness of the upper portions 257C’,
257D’ of the front and rear, side walls preferably is ta-
pered (i.e., less) towards their top, so that they can flex
somewhat outwardly when the tassel body 221 is insert-
ed downwardly in the open top of the cover 244, causing
the snaplugs 249A, 2498 on each of the front and rear,
inner side walls 246C, 246D of the cover’s upper portion
245 to be urged outwardly by the front and rear, outer
side walls 225C, 225D of the body and then flex back
inwardly as the snap-lugs 249A, 2498 enter horizontally
into the upper slots 247A, 2478 (if the body is upright) or
lower slots 248A, 248B (if the body is inverted) in the
body’s front and rear, outer side walls.

[0034] Preferably, the snap-lugs 249A, 249B are gen-
erally conventional, protruding lugs on the front and rear,
inner side walls 246C, 246D of the cover’s upper portion
245, and each snap-lug has a gentle ramp at its top or
entrance side and a sharper angle at its bottom or retrac-
tion side. The location of the upper and lower slots 247A,
247B, 248A, 248B in the tassel body’s front and rear,
outer side walls 225C, 225D is complementary to the
location d the snap-lugs 249A, 249B on each of the front
and rear, inner side walls 246C, 246D, so that the
snap-lugs will engage the slots once the tassel body 221,
whether upright orinverted (depending on whether a cord
or awand is to be attached to the tassel 220), is inserted
into the recess formed by the cover’s upper portion 245.
[0035] For further support of the tassel body 221,
whether upright or inverted, in the cover’s upper portion
245, a circumferential shoulder 259 extends inwardly
along the left, right, front and rear, inner side walls 246A,
246B, 246C, 246D at the bottom of the upper portion 245
of the cover 244. The circumferential shoulder 259 thus
defines the bottom of the recess formed by the cover’s
upper portion 245 at a distance beneath the top of the
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cover substantially equal to the height of the body’s front
and rear, outer side walls 225C, 225D. The circumferen-
tial shoulder 259 has left and right shoulder portions
259A, 259B which are located at the top of the left and
right, inner side walls 246A, 246B, and atop these shoul-
ders portions are the left and right, upwardly-extending
shoulder ridges 253,255, respectively, described above.
The circumferential shoulder 259 also has front and rear,
shoulder portions 259C and 259D which are located on
the front and rear, inner side walls 246C, 246D. Prefer-
ably, each shoulder portion 259A-D extends along the
total horizontal width of its respective inner side wall
246A-D. The left and right, shoulder ridges 253,255 are
adapted to cooperate with the left and right grooves 250A,
250B and 251A, 251B of the outer, top and bottom walls
229, 235 of the tassel body 221 as described above.
[0036] When acord 213 is to be attached to the tassel
body 221 as shown in Figure 6, the upright body is in-
serted into the recess formed by the upper portion 245
of the cover 244 with the body’s outer top wall 229 di-
rected upwardly and outwardly of the cover’s upper por-
tion, so that the upper slot 247A in the body’s front outer
side wall 225C engages the front snaplug 249A on the
cover's front, inner side wall 246C and the upper slot
247B in the body’s rear outer side wall 225D engages
the rear snap-lug 249B on the cover’s rear, inner side
wall 246D. Thereby, the grooves 251A, 251B of the
body’s outer, bottom wall 235 rest on the left and right,
shoulder ridges 253,255 on the left and right, inner side
walls 246A, 2468 at the bottom of the cover’s upper por-
tion 245 in the resulting tassel 220.

[0037] Whenawand215isto be attached to the tassel
body 221 as shown in Figure 6, the inverted body is in-
serted into the recess formed by the upper portion 245
of the cover 244 with the body’s outer bottom wall 233
directed upwardly and outwardly of the cover’s upper por-
tion, so that the lower slot 248A in the body’s front outer
side wall 225C engages the front snaplug 249A and the
lower slot 248B in body’s rear outer side wall 225D en-
gages the rear snaplug 249B. Thereby, the grooves
250A, 250B in the body’s outer top wall 229 rest on the
shoulder ridges 253,255 on the left and right, inner side
walls 246A, 246B at the bottom of the cover’s upper por-
tion 245 in the resulting tassel 220.

[0038] The tassel body 221 can have any shape and
size, so long as the body is symmetrical with regard to
its horizontal centerline, and the upper portion 245 of the
cover 244 can accommodate both the upright and invert-
ed body.

[0039] The cover 244 of the tassel 220 can have vir-
tually any shape or size and have lettering, symbols or
other markings on its outer side wall 257. Such markings
which will appear the same regardless of whether the
tassel body 221 is upright or inverted because the cover
will not be affected by the orientation of the body.
[0040] The tassels 120 and 220, and the tassel body
221 and cover 244 can be made of a plastic. Preferably,
the cover 244 is of a clear plastic, and its outer, front and
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rear side walls 257C, 257D have horizontallyextending
serrations 261 as shown in Figures 4-6.

[0041] This invention is, of course, not limited to the
above-described embodiments which can be modified
without departing from the scope of the claims or sacri-
ficing all of its advantages. In this regard, the terms in
the foregoing description and the following claims, such
as "upright”, "inverted", "top", "bottom", "horizontal", "ver-
tical", "right", "left", "above", "below", "upper","lower",
"longitudinal" and "lateral", have been used only as rel-
ative terms to describe the relationships of the various
elements of the tassel of the invention for a retractable
architectural covering. For example, in a curtain or a ver-
tical blind, the tassel of this invention can be attached to
a wand that is attached directly to a curtain carrier or a
lead carrier of a vertical blind.

Claims

1. A two-part tassel for a covering of an architectural
opening, wherein the tassel (220) can be connected
in an upright position to a cord (213) or similar flexible
elongated member and in an inverted position to a
wand (215) or similar rigid elongated member while
maintaining a uniform outer appearance for the tas-
sel; the tassel comprising:

a) a hollow body (221) with:

- an upright side wall (225, 227) containing
a coaxial interior space (223),

- a top wall (229, 231), and

- a bottom wall (233, 235) and

- wherein a first aperture (237) is formed
through the top wall (229, 231), through
which the cord (213) can be inserted into
the interior space (223) to connect the cord
to the tassel,

-wherein a second aperture (241) is formed
through the bottom wall (233, 235), through
which the wand (215) can be inserted into
the interior space (223) to connect the wand
to the tassel and

-wherein the body has its top wall (229, 231)
on top in the upright position and its bottom
wall (233, 235) on top in the inverted posi-
tion; and

b) a cover (244) connectable to the exterior of
the body (221).

2. The tassel of claim 1 wherein the exterior shape of
the side wall (225) of the body (221) is symmetrical
with regard to a horizontal centerline of the body,
between its top wall (229) and its bottom wall (233),
sothatits appearance is the same whetherthe tassel
is in the upright position or the inverted position.
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3. The tassel of claim 1 or 2 wherein an upper portion
(245) of the cover (244) forms a recess of comple-
mentary shape and size to the exterior of the side
wall (225) of the body, so that the body can be wholly
or partially inserted into the cover.

4. The tassel of claim 3 wherein the exterior of the side
wall (225) of the body (221) comprises a pair of slots
(247A, 247B, 248A, 248B) and the recess in the up-
per portion (245) of the cover (244) comprises a pair
of snap-lugs (249A, 249B), so that when the body
(221) is inserted wholly or partially into the recess,
there is a snap-fit connection between the exterior
of the side wall (225) of the body and the cover (244).

5. The tassel of claim 4 wherein the slots (247A, 247B,
248A, 2488) are on opposite sides of the exterior of
the side wall (225) of the body (221) and the
snap-lugs (249A, 249B) are on opposite sides of the
interior of the upper portion (245) of the cover (244)

6. The tassel of claim 4 or 5 wherein the slots (247A,
247B ,248A, 248B) are parallel and preferably ex-
tend horizontally and the snap-lugs (249A, 249B) al-
so are parallel and preferably extend horizontally.

7. The tassel of any one of claims 1-6 wherein the sec-
ond aperture (241) has a horizontal cross-sectional
shape, such as circular, rectangular, hexagonal,
square or diamond shape, that is complementary to
the shape of the horizontal cross-section of the wand
(215).

8. The tassel of any one of claims 1-7 wherein the in-
terior space (223) has a horizontal cross-section
which is complementary to the horizontal cross-sec-
tion of the wand (215).

9. The tassel of any one of claims 1-8 wherein the hor-
izontal cross-section of the first aperture (237) is
smaller than the horizontal cross-section of the sec-
ond aperture (241) and preferably is circular.

10. The tassel of any one of claims 1-9 wherein the in-
terior of the top wall (231) comprises a non-apertured
abutment surface (239) for a stopping element (243)
of the cord, if inserted in the body, and for abutting
an end of the wand (215), if inserted in the body.

11. The tassel of claim 10 wherein the abutment surface
(239) has a profile complementary to the profile of
the end of the wand (215).

Patentanspriiche

1. Zweiteiliger Haltegriff (220) flir eine Abdeckung einer
Gebaudedffnung, der in einer aufrechten Position
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mit einer Schnur (213) oder einem &hnlichen flexi-
blen, langlichen Glied verbunden werden kann und
in einer umgekehrten Position mit einem Betati-
gungsstab (215) oder einem ahnlich starren, langli-
chen Glied verbunden werden kann, wobei der Hal-
tegriff ein einheitliches &uflleres Erscheinungsbild
bietet und folgendes umfaldt:

a) einen Hohlkdrper (221) mit

- einer aufrechten Seitenwand (225, 227),
welche einen koaxialen Innenraum (223)
enthalt,

- einer oberen Wand (229, 231) und

- einer unteren Wand (233, 235),

- wobei durch die obere Wand (229, 231)
eine erste Offnung (237) vorgesehen ist,
durch welche die Schnur (213) in den In-
nenraum (223) eingefiihrt werden kann, um
die Schnur mit dem Haltegriff zu verbinden,
und

- wobei durch die untere Wand (233, 235)
eine zweite Offnung (241) vorgesehen ist,
durch welche der Betatigungsstab (215) in
den Innenraum (223) eingefihrt werden
kann, um den Betatigungsstab mit dem Hal-
tegriff zu verbinden,

- wobei in der aufrechten Position des Kor-
pers seine obere Wand (229, 231) nach
oben weist und in umgekehrter Position die
untere Wand (233, 235) nach oben weist,
und

b) ein Gehduse (244), das mit der AulRenseite
des Korpers (221) verbunden werden kann.

Haltegriff gemafl Anspruch 1, bei dem die Aullen-
form der Seitenwand (225) des Korpers (221) im Ver-
haltnis zu einer horizontalen Mittellinie des Kérpers
zwischen seiner oberen Wand (229) und seiner un-
teren Wand (233) symmetrisch ist, so daf} sein Er-
scheinungsbild bei aufrechter oder umgekehrter Po-
sition des Haltegriffs identisch ist.

Haltegriff gemafl Anspruch 1 oder 2, bei dem ein
oberer Abschnitt (245) des Gehduses (244) eine
Aussparung hat, die in Form und Gré3e zur AulRen-
seite der Seitenwand (225) des Koérpers komple-
mentar ist, so dal® der Kérper vollstandig oder teil-
weise in das Gehause eingeschoben werden kann.

Haltegriff gemal Anspruch 3, bei dem die Aulen-
seite der Seitenwand (225) des Korpers (221) ein
Paar von Schlitzen (247A, 247B, 248A, 248B) und
die Aussparung im oberen Abschnitt (245) des Ge-
hauses (244) ein Paar von Schnappnasen (249A,
249B) umfalt, so daf eine Schnappverbindung zwi-
schen der Aulenseite der Seitenwand (225) des
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Korpers und dem Gehause (244) entsteht, wenn der
Korper (221) ganz oder teilweise in Aussparung ein-
geschoben wird.

Haltegriff gemal Anspruch 4, bei dem die Schlitze
(247A, 247B, 248A, 248B) auf gegenuberliegenden
Seiten der AulRenseite der Seitenwand (225) des
Korpers (221) angeordnet sind und die Schnappna-
sen (249A, 249B) auf gegeniberliegenden Seiten
der Innenseite des oberen Abschnitts (245) des Ge-
hauses (244) angeordnet sind.

Haltegriff gemafl Anspruch 4 oder 5, bei dem die
Schlitze (247A, 247B, 248A, 248B) parallel angeord-
net sind und sich vorzugsweise horizontal erstrek-
ken und die Schnappnasen (249A, 249B) ebenfalls
parallel angeordnet sind und sich vorzugsweise ho-
rizontal erstrekken.

Haltegriff gemaR einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 6, bei
dem die zweite Offnung (241) eine horizontale Quer-
schnittsform hat, beispielsweise eine kreisformige,
rechteckige, sechseckige, quadratische oder rau-
tenformige Form, die zur Form des horizontalen
Querschnitts des Betatigungsstabs (215) komple-
mentar ist.

Haltegriff gemaf einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 7, bei
dem der Innenraum (223) einen horizontalen Quer-
schnitt hat, der zum horizontalen Querschnitt des
Betatigungsstabs (215) komplementar ist.

Haltegriff gemaR einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 8, bei
dem der horizontale Querschnitt der ersten Offnung
(237) kleiner als der horizontale Querschnitt der
zweiten Offnung (241) und vorzugsweise kreisfor-
mig ist.

Haltegriff gemaR einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 9, bei
demdie Innenseite der oberen Wand (231) eine nicht
geodffnete Widerlagerflache (239) fir ein Arretie-
rungselement (243) der Schnur, falls diese in den
Kérper eingefihrt wird, und als Widerlager fiir ein
Ende des Betatigungsstabs (215), falls dieser in den
Korper eingeschoben wird, umfaldt.

Haltegriff gemafl Anspruch 10, bei dem die Wider-
lagerflache (239) ein Profil aufweist, welches zum
Profil des Endes des Betatigungsstabs (215) kom-
plementar ist.

Revendications

Gland en deux parties pour une couverture d’ouver-
ture d'immeuble, dans lequel le gland (220) peut étre
relié dans une position debout a un cordon (213) ou
a un élément allongé flexible similaire et, dans la
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position inverse, a une baguette (215) ou a un élé-
ment allongé rigide similaire tout en conservant 'as-
pect externe uniforme du gland; le gland
comprenant :

a) un corps creux (221) comportant :

- une paroi latérale debout (225, 227) con-
tenant un espace intérieur coaxial,

- une paroi supérieure (229, 231), et

- une paroi inférieure (233, 235), et

- dans lequel une premiére ouverture (237)
est formée a travers la paroi supérieure
(229, 231), par laquelle le cordon (213) peut
étre inséré dans I'espace intérieur (223)
pour relier le cordon au gland,

- dans lequel une deuxieme ouverture (241)
estformée a travers la paroi inférieure (233,
235), par laquelle la baguette (215) peut
étre insérée dans I'espace intérieur (223)
pour relier la baguette au gland, et

- dans lequel le corps présente sa paroi su-
périeure (229, 231) en haut dans la position
debout et sa paroi inférieure (233, 235) en
haut dans la position inverse ; et

b) un habillage (244) qui peut étre relié a I'exté-
rieur du corps (221).

Gland selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la forme
extérieure de la paroi latérale (225) du corps (21) est
symétrique par rapport a une ligne centrale horizon-
tale du corps, entre sa paroi supérieure (29) et sa
paroi inférieure (233), de sorte que son aspect est
le méme que le gland soit dans la position debout
ou dans la position inverse.

Gland selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel une
partie supérieure (245) de I'habillage (244) forme un
creux de forme et de taille complémentaires de celles
de I'extérieur de la paroi latérale (225) du corps, de
sorte que le corps peut étre entierement ou partiel-
lement inséré dans I'habillage (244).

Gland selon la revendication 3, dans lequel I'exté-
rieur de la paroi latérale (225) du corps comprend
une paire de fentes (247A, 247B, 248A, 248B) et le
creux dans la partie supérieure (245) de I'habillage
(24) comprend une paire de pattes de fixation par
pression (249A, 249B), de sorte que lorsque le corps
(221) est entierement ou partiellement inséré dans
le creux, I'extérieur de la paroilatérale (225) du corps
et I'habillage sont raccordés par encliquetage.

Gland selon la revendication 4, dans lequel les fen-
tes (247A, 247B, 248A, 248B) se trouvent sur les
cOtés opposés de I'extérieur de la paroi latérale (25)
du corps (221) et les pattes de fixation par pression
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(249A, 249B) sont sur les cotés opposés de l'inté-
rieur de la partie supérieure (245) de I'habillage.

Gland selon la revendication 4 ou 5, dans lequel les
fentes (247A, 247B, 248A, 248B) sont paralléles et
s’étendent de préférence horizontalement et les pat-
tes de fixation par pression (249A, 249B) aussi sont
paralléles et s’étendent de préférence horizontale-
ment.

Gland selon I'une quelconque des revendications 1
a 6, dans lequel la deuxiéme ouverture (241) pré-
sente une forme de coupe droite horizontale telle
gu’une forme circulaire, rectangulaire, hexagonale,
carrée ou en diamant, qui est complémentaire de la
forme de la coupe droite horizontale de la baguette
(215).

Gland selon I'une quelconque des revendications 1
a 7, dans lequel I'espace intérieur (223) présente
une coupe droite horizontale qui est complémentaire
de la coupe droite horizontale de la baguette (215).

Gland selon I'une quelconque des revendications 1
a 8, dans lequel la coupe droite horizontale de la
premiére ouverture (237) est plus petite que la coupe
droite horizontale de la deuxieme ouverture (241) et
est de préférence circulaire.

Gland selon I'une quelconque des revendications 1
a 9, dans lequel l'intérieur de la paroi supérieure
(231) comprend une surface de butée sans ouver-
ture (239) pour un élément d’arrét (243) du cordon,
s’ilestinséré dans le corps, et pour recevoir en butée
une extrémité de la baguette (215), sielle estinsérée
dans le corps.

Gland selon la revendication 10, dans lequel la sur-
face de butée (239) présente un profil complémen-
taire au profil de I'extrémité de la baguette (215).
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Fig.5.
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