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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a label holder
for holding and displaying labels, which label holder
comprises a base and an openable cover which in
closed position form an intermediate space for receiving
at least one label.

Background of the invention

[0002] Such label holders or price cassettes are used
inter alia in provision-shops, where they by means of a
carrier may be placed e.g. at delicatessen counters for
displaying price and/or other information concerning the
goods at which they are placed.
[0003] US 4,679,339 describes a label holder having
an openable cover which is hinged to a base. The cover
and the base exhibit, at one first edge each, cooperating
snap members for holding the cover closed to the base.
The base comprises a number of compartments ar-
ranged side by side, which extend in a direction from
one of the edges of the base to the opposite edge, for
receiving numerical labels. At the back or outside of the
base, a fastening member is arranged for holding the
label holder at a carrier.
[0004] A number of different such carriers with differ-
ent dimensions exist on the market. The carrier often
comprises a pin having an essentially rectangular cross-
section and a bracket or a foot for attachment to for in-
stance a shelf or placing the carrier with label holder at
e.g. a delicatessen counter. The pin is intended to be
slipped into a channel or the like at the fastening mem-
ber of the label holder, such that the label holder is fixed
at the carrier by means of friction between the channel
and the pin. A problem in this connection is that one and
the same label holder should be able to be fastened at
several different types of carriers, at which carriers the
pin exhibits rectangular cross-sections with different di-
mensions, especially different widths.
[0005] At other known label holders, the compart-
ments for receiving the labels are arranged in the cover.
It is often desired that the compartments have at least
two different sizes. Often, one or two larger compart-
ments for receiving labels with text or image matter are
arranged at the inside of the upper half of the cover. At
the inside of the lower half of the cover a number of
smaller compartments for receiving numerical labels are
arranged side by side. At such known label holder cov-
ers, both the upper and the lower compartments have
orifices for inserting the labels, all of which orifices are
facing upwards. This entails certain problems since the
lower labels have to be pushed past the upper compart-
ments when they are to be slipped into the lower com-
partments. Furthermore, this solution does not permit
that the upper and lower compartments are arranged at
an angle to each other, such that the lower end of the

upper compartments and the upper end of the lower
compartments meet at the centre of the cover forming
an angle between the upper and the lower compart-
ments, which angle is smaller than 180°. Such an angle
between the upper and the lower compartments is de-
sired e.g. if the cover is convexly formed, such that the
front side of the cover bulges forwardly. In the absence
of the above-described angle between the upper and
lower compartments it is then not possible to arrange
the compartments such that they extend essentially in
parallel with the concave inside of the cover. This in turn
means that the label holder has to be made thicker. Fur-
thermore, it may then not be guaranteed that the labels
bear against the inside of the cover, which impair the
readability of the labels.

Brief description of the invention

[0006] An object is to produce a label holder which
allows for increased flexibility concerning upper and
lower compartments arranged at the cover for receiving
labels and which label holder especially solves the
above-mentioned problems at label holders with upper
and lower compartments. This object is achieved by a
label holder according to the introduction, which label
holder is characterized by the special technical features
specified in claim 1.
[0007] Below two exemplifying embodiments of the
invention are described, with reference to the attached
drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view obliquely from the front
of a label holder according to the invention.

Figs 2a and 2b are perspective views obliquely from
the rear of the cover at the label holder shown in
Fig. 1,

Fig. 2a showing the labels in an inserted position
and

Fig. 2b showing the labels during insertion in the
cover.

Fig. 3a is a front view of the base at the label holder
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3b is a side view of the base
in Fig. 3a and Fig. 3c is a cross-section along line
A-A in Fig. 3a.

Figs 4a and 4b are perspective views obliquely from
the rear of the label holder shown in Fig. 1, Fig. 4a
showing a first carrier during insertion in a fastening
member of the label holder and Fig. 4b showing the
first carrier in the inserted position.

Figs 5a and 5b are perspective views correspond-
ing to those in Figs 4a and 4b, Fig. 5a showing a
second carrier during insertion in the fastening
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member of the label holder and Fig. 5b showing the
second carrier in inserted position.

Fig. 6a is a perspective view corresponding to Fig.
4a without carrier and Fig. 6b is an enlargement of
a detail thereof.

Fig. 7 is a perspective view obliquely from the front
of another embodiment of a label holder where the
means for holding labels according to the invention
are not visible.

Description of embodiments

[0008] In this description reference will be made to dif-
ferent directions, such as up, down, forward, backward
etc. These directions are not to be regarded as limiting
but do only refer to what is shown in pictures.
[0009] The label holder shown in Figs 1-6 comprises
a cover 1 and a base 2. In the shown example the base
2 constitutes the rear part of the label holder and the
cover 1 constitutes its front part. The cover 1 is trans-
parent for admitting that the labels received in the label
holder may be visible through the cover. The cover con-
sists of a rectangular injection-molded piece of a poly-
mer material. The cover 1 exhibits an upper 1a and a
lower 1b edge and two side edges 1c, 1d. The front 1'
of the cover 1 is slightly convex. A partition-wall 3 which
protrudes inwardly, towards the base, extends across
the inside 1" of the cover, preferably halfway between
and in parallel with the upper and lower edges 1a, 1b.
A number of lower side-walls 4a, 4b extend perpendic-
ularly downwards from the partition-wall 3. The side-
walls 4 exhibit tongues 5, arranged at the edges which
face inwards towards the base 2. The tongues 5 extend
downwards from the partition-wall 3, essentially in par-
allel with the base 2. At the side-walls 4a arranged in
proximity to the side edges 1c, 1d of the cover, the
tongues 5a extend in a direction towards each other
from the respective side-wall. At the intermediate side-
walls 4b the tongues 5b extend sidewise at each side of
the respective side-wall 4b. Two upper side-walls 6 ex-
tend perpendicularly upwards from the partition-wall 3
in proximity to and parallel with the side edges 1c, 1d of
the cover. These side-walls 6 also exhibit similar
tongues 7, which extend in a direction towards each oth-
er.
[0010] The lower side-walls 4a, 4b form together with
the lower tongues 5a, 5b and the inside 1" of the cover
a number of compartments 8, which exhibit an orifice 8'
which is open downwards. Small labels 40 may be in-
serted from below in the direction of the arrow A (fig. 2b)
into these compartments. The distance between the in-
side 1" of the cover 1 and the tongues 5a, 5b is such
that a long and narrow, thin paper label, which is accor-
dion-folded with e.g. four folds, such that the so folded
label exhibits five paper layers, is held in the compart-
ments 8 by friction between the paper and the inside

1" of the cover and the tongues 5a, 5b, respectively.
[0011] The upper side-walls 6 form together with the
upper tongues 7 and the inside 1" of the cover a com-
partment 9 having an upwards open orifice 9'. A larger
label 41 may be inserted from above in the direction of
the arrow B (fig. 2b) into this compartment 9. This larger
label 41 may also be folded for being held by friction in
the compartment. However, since the compartment is
open upwards the label is retained in the compartment
9, against the partition-wall 3 by gravity also when the
cover 1 has been removed from the base 2, if only the
cover is carried with the upper side edge 1a in an upward
position. According to the shown example and in order
to further ensure holding of the larger label 41 in the up-
per compartment 9, an elastic clip 22 is arranged at the
partition-wall 3, such that it protrudes upwards into the
compartment 9 for resiliently fasten the label 41 against
the inside 1" of the cover.
[0012] According to the invention, the compartments
8, 9 are open in different directions. Therefore, it is pos-
sible to insert the labels from different directions. Here-
by, the problem at previous known holders, where the
lower labels have to be passed over the upper compart-
ments when they are to be inserted into the lower com-
partments, is solved. Furthermore, this design of the
compartments admits that the compartments may follow
the concave inside of the forwardly convex cover. The
upper and lower compartments may thus be designed
with an angle, which is smaller than 180° in relation to
each other and at the same time allow for easy insertion
and removal of the labels. Thereby, the total thickness
of the cover may be minimized also at such forwardly
convex covers.
[0013] The base 2 (see Figs 3a-3c) consists of an in-
jection-moulded piece of polymer material and exhibits
an essentially flat front 2', facing the cover 1, and a back
2", which faces away from the cover and is parallel with
the front. The base 2 also exhibits an upper 2a and a
lower 2b edge and two side edges 2c, 2d. Respective
walls 10a, 10b, 10c, 10d extend along the entire length
of all of the edges 2a-2d. These walls 10a-10d protrude
essentially perpendicularly from the front 2' of the base.
When the cover is closed, the edges 1a-1d of the cover
bear against the walls 10a-10d of the base.
[0014] For attachment of the cover 1 to the base 2,
the base 2 exhibits, at its lower edge 2b, a flange 11,
which extends along the entire lower edge 2b of the
base and which protrudes forwardly and downwardly
from the lower wall 10b. At least one groove 12 is formed
in the flange 11. The groove 12 is open upwards and
extends parallel with the lower edge 2b of the base, at
least along a portion of the flange 11. At its lower edge
1b, the cover 1 exhibits a rim 13 (see figs 2a, 2b) which
rim extends in parallel with the lower edge 1b along at
least a portion of this edge and which protrudes down-
wardly from the edge 1b. The groove 12 and the rim 13
are formed such that the rim 13 may be inserted into the
groove 12.
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[0015] The base 2 exhibits, at its upper edge 2a, a
snap-hook 14 which protrudes forwardly from the upper
wall 10a, past the upper edge 1a of the cover when the
cover is closed. The snap-hook 14 exhibits a tooth 15
which protrudes downwards from the front of the cover
1. A recess 23 is arranged in the upper edge 1a of the
cover, below the snap-hook 14, for cooperating with the
snap-hook 14 and the tooth 15.
[0016] When the cover 1 is to be fastened and closed
to the base 2, the lower edge 1b of the cover is brought
against the lower edge 2b of the base, whereafter the
rim 13 is inserted into the groove 12. Thereafter, the up-
per edge 1a of the cover 1 is folded backwards towards
the base 2. The recess 23 in the upper edge 1a of the
cover 1 makes contact with the tooth 15, whereby the
tooth is forced upwards such that the snap-hook 14 is
rotated upwards around an axis which extends along the
upper wall of the base in parallel with the upper edge 2a
of the base. When the front of the cover has passed by
the tooth 15 of the snap-hook 14, the tooth snaps down
in front of the front and does by this means hold the cov-
er 1 against the base 2. In order to open the label holder,
the snap-hook 14 is pushed upwards under rotation
around the above-mentioned axis of rotation, such that
the recess 23 in the upper edge 1a of the cover clears
the tooth 15. The cover may thereafter be folded for-
wards and removed, whereby the rim 13 at the lower
edge 1b of the cover exits the groove 12 in the flange
11 of the base. In order to increase the elastic deflection
of the snap-hook during rotation of the snap-hook
around its axis of rotation, an opening 16 is arranged in
the base 2 slightly below the connection between the
snap-hook 14 and the upper wall 10a of the base. The
opening 16 is formed as a slit which extends in parallel
with the upper edge of the base. The slit may be a
through-opening or formed as a non-through recess,
which is open towards the back 2" or front 2' of the base.
The slit extends preferably a certain distance outside of
both sides of the snap-hook 14.
[0017] For attaching the label holder at one of several
possible carriers 30', 30", frequently occurring on the
market, a combination support is arranged at the back
2" of the base. The carriers comprise a pin 31',
31" having a generally rectangular cross-section and a
fastener 32', 32" for attaching the carrier to e.g. a shelf
(not shown). The pins 31', 31" of the respective carrier
30', 30" have different widths, such that the pin 31" is
wider than the pin 31'. The combination support com-
prises a support member 17, which protrudes from the
back 2" of the base 2 and which exhibits at least two
essentially rectilinear channels 18a, 18b (see figs 4a,
5a) having different cross-sectional dimensions. The
channels 18a, 18b are parallel and mutually centered
along the longitudinal direction of the channels. The first,
generally narrower channel 18b is arranged outside the
second, generally wider channel 18a. The support
member 17 comprises a general H-profile which tapers
upwards (outwards from the base), the base of which

H-profile is fixed to the back 2" of the label holder base
1. The generally wider channel 18a is formed between
the back of the label holder base, the legs 19, 20 of the
H-profile and the bridge 21 which connects the legs 19,
20. The generally narrower channel 18b is formed be-
tween the bridge 21 of the H-profile and the portions of
the legs 10, 20 which portions extend upwards/outwards
from the bridge 21.
[0018] The combination support admits that the label
holder may be fastened to carriers having different
cross-sectional dimensions. If the label holder is to be
fastened to a narrower carrier this carrier is inserted into
the narrower channel 18b, whereby the label holder is
secured to the carrier by friction between the pin of the
carrier and the material in the H-profile. If the label hold-
er on the other hand is to be fastened to a wider carrier,
this carrier is inserted into the wider channel 18a, where-
by the label holder is secured to the carrier by friction
between the pin of the carrier and the material of the H-
profile and the back of the base 1.
[0019] Fig. 7 shows another embodiment where the
means for holding the labels according to the invention
are not visible. At this embodiment the cover and the
base are wider than in the embodiment shown above.
For secure attachment of the cover at the base, two
snap-hooks 14 with associated teeth and recesses are
arranged at the upper edge of the base. Two recesses
23 for cooperation with the snap-hooks 14 are in a cor-
responding way arranged side by side in the upper edge
of the cover.
[0020] The invention has been described above by
means of exemplifying embodiments and should not be
understood as limited to these embodiments. Instead,
the invention may be varied in a number of different
ways. For example, the means for attaching the cover
to the base and the means for fastening to a carrier may
be omitted or combined in different ways depending on
the field of application.

Claims

1. Label holder comprising a base (2) and an openable
cover (1), which in a closed position form an inter-
mediate space for receiving at least one label (40,
41), wherein the cover (1) or the base (2) exhibit a
number of compartments (8, 9) for holding labels
(40, 41), characterized in that at least two (8, 9) of
the compartments each presents an orifice (8', 9')
for insertion of a label (40, 41) which orifices (8', 9')
face away from each other, such that a first com-
partment (9) presents a first orifice (9') which faces
a first edge (1a, 2a) of the cover or base and a sec-
ond compartment (8) presents a second orifice (8'),
which faces a second edge (1b, 2b) of the cover or
base, which second edge is opposite to the first
edge (1a, 2a).

5 6



EP 1 514 252 B1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

2. Label holder according to claim 1, wherein the com-
partments (8, 9) are enclosed by walls (4a, 4b, 6)
which protrude essentially perpendicularly inwards
from the inside (1", 2') of the cover or base and
which extend in a direction from the first edge (1a,
2a) to the second edge (1b, 2b) of the cover or base
and by tongues (5a, 5b, 7) which are formed at edg-
es of the walls which edges face away from the in-
side of the cover or base and which tongue pro-
trudes on at least one side of the respective wall.

3. Label holder according to any of claims 1 or 2,
wherein the cover (1) or base (2) which comprise
the compartments (8, 9) presents a form which is
convex outwardly from the intermediate space.

4. Label holder according to any of claims 1-3, wherein
the cover (1) or base (2) which comprise the com-
partments (8, 9) exhibits a form which is concave
inwardly the intermediate space.

5. Label holder according to any of claims 1-4, wherein
the cover (1) is completely or partly transparent.

Patentansprüche

1. Etikettenhalter umfassend einen Sockel (2) und ei-
ne geöffnete Abdeckung (1), welche in einer ge-
schlossenen Lage einen Zwischenraum zur Auf-
nahme wenigstens eines Etiketts (40, 41) bilden,
wobei die Abdeckung (1) oder der Sockel (2) eine
Anzahl von Abteilen (8, 9) zum Halten von Etiketten
(40, 41) aufzeigen, gekennzeichnet dadurch,
dass wenigstens zwei der Abteile (8', 9') jeweils ei-
ne Öffnung (8', 9') zeigen, zur Einfügung eines Eti-
ketts (40, 41), wobei die Öffnungen voneinander
wegzeigen, so dass ein erstes Abteil (9) eine erste
Öffnung (9') zeigt, welche einer ersten Kante (1a,
2a) der Abdeckung oder des Sockels gegenüber-
liegt und ein zweites Abteil (8) eine zweite Öffnung
(8') zeigt, welcher einer zweiten Kante (1b, 2b) der
Abdeckung oder des Sockels gegenüberliegt, wo-
bei die zweite Kante gegenüber der ersten Kante
(1a, 2a) liegt.

2. Etikettenhalter nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Abteile
(8, 9) durch Wände (4a, 4b, 6) umschlossen wer-
den, welche im Wesentlichen senkrecht nach Innen
von der Innenseite (1", 2') der Abdeckung oder des
Sockels vorspringen, und welche sich in einer Rich-
tung von der ersten Kante (1a, 2a) zur zweiten Kan-
te (1b, 2b) der Abdeckung oder des Sockels und
durch Zungen (5a, 5b, 7) erstrecken, welche an
Kanten der Wände gebildet werden, wobei die Kan-
ten voneinander wegzeigen von der Innenseite der
Abdeckung oder des Sockels und wobei die Zunge
von wenigstens einer Seite der jeweiligen Wand

vorspringt.

3. Etikettenhalter nach irgendeinem der Ansprüche 1
oder 2, bei dem die Abdeckung (1) oder der Sockel
(2), welche die Abteile (8, 9) enthalten, eine Form
zeigt, welche nach außen vom Zwischenraum kon-
vex ist.

4. Etikettenhalter nach irgendeinem der Ansprüche 1
bis 3, bei dem die Abdeckung (1) oder der Sockel
(2), welche die Abteile (8, 9) enthalten, eine Form
zeigt, welche einwärts des Zwischenraums konkav
ist.

5. Etikettenhalter nach irgendeinem der Ansprüche 1
bis 4, bei dem die Abdeckung (1) vollständig oder
teilweise transparent ist.

Revendications

1. Porte-étiquette comprenant une base (2) et un cou-
vercle ouvrable (1), qui dans une position fermée
forment un espace intermédiaire pour recevoir au
moins une étiquette (40, 41), dans lequel le couver-
cle (1) ou la base (2) présentent un nombre de com-
partiments (8, 9) pour contenir des étiquettes (40,
41), caractérisé en ce qu'au moins deux (8, 9) des
compartiments présentent chacun un orifice (8', 9')
pour l'insertion d'une étiquette (40, 41), lesquels ori-
fices (8', 9') sont tournés dans des directions oppo-
sés l'un par rapport à l'autre, de sorte qu'un premier
compartiment (9) présente un premier orifice (9') qui
fait face à un premier bord (1a, 2a) du couvercle ou
de la base et un second compartiment (8) présente
un second orifice (8'), qui fait face à un second bord
(1b, 2b) du couvercle ou de la base, lequel second
bord est en face du premier bord (1a, 2a).

2. Porte-étiquette selon la revendication 1, dans le-
quel les compartiments (8, 9) sont entourés par des
parois (4a, 4b, 6) qui font saillie essentiellement
perpendiculairement vers l'intérieur à partir de l'in-
térieur (1", 2') du couvercle ou de la base et qui
s'étendent dans une direction à partir du premier
bord (1a, 2a) jusqu'au second bord (1b, 2b) du cou-
vercle ou de la base et par des languettes (5a, 5b,
7) qui sont formées au niveau de bords des parois,
lesquels bords sont tournés dans une direction op-
posée à l'intérieur du couvercle ou de la base et la-
quelle languette fait saillie sur au moins un côté de
la paroi respective.

3. Porte-étiquette selon l'une quelconque des reven-
dications 1 ou 2, dans lequel le couvercle (1) ou la
base (2) qui comprend les compartiments (8, 9) pré-
sente une forme qui est convexe vers l'extérieur à
partir de l'espace intermédiaire.
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4. Porte-étiquette selon l'une quelconque- des reven-
dications 1 à 3, dans lequel le couvercle (1) ou la
base (2) qui comprend les compartiments (8, 9) pré-
sentes une forme qui est concave vers l'intérieur à
partir de l'espace intermédiaire.

5. Porte-étiquette selon l'une quelconque des reven-
dications 1 à 4, dans lequel le couvercle (1) est com-
plètement ou partiellement transparent.
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