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(54) A product container, in particular for fruit or vegetables

(57) A container (10) of transparent plastic material,
in particular for fruit or vegetables comprises an open-
top container body (12) and a lid (24) associated with
the container body (12) in such a way as to close it. The
lid (24) has at least one rib (44) made on a curved con-
necting wall of it. The rib includes a recessed portion
(44a) which is formed in the curved connecting wall (36,
38, 40, 42) and which extends crossways, the rib being

joined to the curved connecting wall (36, 38, 40, 42)
through substantially vertical opposite lateral stiffening
portions (44b, 44c). The substantially vertical stiffening
portions (44b, 44c) form a surface whose height, or ra-
dial distance between the curved portions (44a and 36,
38, 40, 42), increases to a maximum at a point interme-
diate between the opposite ends of the stiffening portion
(44b, 44c).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a container of
transparent plastic material.
[0002] The container according to the invention is
made preferably of PET and is used to hold products,
in particular fruit or vegetables.
[0003] Prior art containers of flexible, transparent
plastic material for fruit or vegetables come in various
shapes and sizes and consist essentially of an open-top
container body and a lid hinged to the container body
along one side, designed to close the top of the contain-
er and presenting suitable retaining means for keeping
the lid in the closed position.
[0004] The retaining means usually consist of snap-
lock press mouldings formed in the edges of the con-
tainer opposite the hinged side.
[0005] Prior art containers of this type are reinforced
to protect the fruit or vegetables they contain (and to
enable them to be conveniently stacked for storage and
transportation). The reinforcing consists of suitable stiff-
ening ribs in the form of moulded protrusions distributed
over the side walls of the container body and of the lid
and extending also over the top of the lid.
[0006] One disadvantage of prior art containers of this
type is due to the shape of the stiffening ribs and their
distribution on the different parts of the container.
[0007] Indeed, these ribs normally protrude from the
plane defined by the walls of the container and have a
substantially arc-shaped cross section.
[0008] Prior art reinforcing ribs of this type have the
disadvantage of preventing the products contained from
being viewed properly, due principally to the fact that the
shape of the ribbing distorts the view of the product in-
side the container afforded from the outside of the con-
tainer, which means that consumers are precluded from
fully appreciating the quality of the products inside such
prior art containers.
[0009] To make up for this shortcoming of the prior art,
the present invention provides a product container in
particular for fruit or vegetables or similar products, the
container comprising a container body and a lid and be-
ing characterised in that the container body or the lid,
and especially the latter, comprises at least one rib, the
rib having at least one stiffening portion that forms a rib-
bing surface which extends between an upper edge and
a lower edge in such a way that the width, or distance
between these edges is at its maximum at an interme-
diate point of the stiffening portion.
[0010] Ribbing of the type described above confers
considerable stiffness on, and reinforces, the container.
Further, such ribbing does not deform the view of the
products in the container afforded from the outside of
the container itself.
[0011] According to another advantageous aspect of
the invention, to further increase the stiffness of the con-
tainer according to the invention, the side of it opposite
that where the lid is hinged to the container body com-

prises mutual engagement means designed to prevent
the lid from sliding sideways relative to the container
body. In this way, the lid and the container body coop-
erate more effectively to confer greater structural rigidity
on the container in its entirety.
[0012] Other advantageous aspects of the container
according to the present invention are set out in the oth-
er claims.
[0013] The technical characteristics and advanta-
geous aspects of the invention are apparent from the
detailed description which follows, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, which illustrate preferred em-
bodiments of the invention provided merely by way of
example without restricting the scope of the inventive
concept, and in which:

- Figure 1 is a lengthways side view of a first preferred
embodiment of the container according to the
present invention;

- Figure 2 is an end side view of the first preferred
embodiment of the container according to the
present invention;

- Figure 3 is a top view of the first preferred embodi-
ment of the container according to the present in-
vention, showing the lid in particular;

- Figure 4 is a top view of the first preferred embodi-
ment of the container according to the present in-
vention, showing the container body in particular;

- Figure 5 is a lengthways side view showing the side
with the hinge that joins the lid to the container body;

- Figure 6 is a cross section, through the line VI-VI of
Figure 3, with an enlarged detail of the same cross
section of the first preferred embodiment of the con-
tainer according to the present invention;

- Figure 7 is a perspective view of the first preferred
embodiment of the container according to the
present invention;

- Figure 8 is a perspective view of a second preferred
embodiment of the container according to the
present invention;

- Figure 9 is a perspective view of a third preferred
embodiment of the container according to the
present invention;

- Figure 10 is a perspective view of a fourth preferred
embodiment of the container according to the
present invention;

- Figure 11 is a cross section of an enlarged detail,
similar to that of Figure 6, of the fourth preferred em-
bodiment of the container according to the present
invention.

[0014] With reference to the accompanying drawings,
the first preferred embodiment 10 of the container ac-
cording to the present invention is made of transparent
plastic material, in particular PET, and comprises an
open-top container body 12, having a plurality of side
walls, labelled 14, 16, 18, 20 in the drawings, and a sub-
stantially horizontal bottom, labelled 22.
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[0015] The container according to the invention also
comprises a lid 24 associated with the container body
12 in such a way as to close it and in turn comprising
corresponding short side walls 26, 28, 30, 32, each of
which is connected, through a respective curved con-
necting wall, to a horizontal top 34 forming part of the lid.
[0016] The curved connecting walls, labelled 36, 38,
40, 42 in the accompanying drawings, extend along the
sides of the lid according to the directrices of a corre-
sponding cylindrical surface, that is to say, in such a way
as to form a sector of a cylindrical surface, which joins
the side walls of the lid to the horizontal top 34 of the lid.
[0017] As illustrated, the connecting walls of the lid 24
comprise a plurality of ribs, collectively labelled 44.
[0018] Advantageously, the shape of the ribs 44 in-
cludes a curved portion 44a which is recessed or indent-
ed relative to the respective curved connecting wall 36,
38, 40, 42 and which extends widthways according to
the directrices of a corresponding cylindrical surface.
[0019] The recessed portion 44a of the rib 44 is joined
to the corresponding curved connecting wall 36, 38, 40,
42 by opposite lateral reinforcing portions 44b, 44c ex-
tending from the opposite edges of the recessed portion
44a and lying in substantially vertical planes.
[0020] The substantially vertical stiffening portions
44b, 44c form a "segment-like" surface which extends
between the recessed rib portion 44a and the curved
connecting wall 36, 38, 40, 42 and whose height h (see
detail of Figure 6), or radial distance between the curved
portions 44a and 36, 38, 40, 42, increases to a maximum
(h) at an intermediate point of the stiffening portion 44b,
44c.
[0021] The stiffening portions 44b, 44c shaped in this
way confer considerable flexural rigidity on the ribbing.
[0022] Further, the rib 44 shaped as described above
allows the product inside the container to be viewed
properly since there are no corrugated or curved surfac-
es to distort the view of the product, as occurs with the
stiffening ribs on prior art containers.
[0023] The interior of the container is ventilated by
hole means 46. Advantageously, in the container ac-
cording to the invention, these holes are made in the
recessed portion 44a of the rib 44.
[0024] More specifically, the hole means consist of an
elliptic or oblong opening 46, whose width is approxi-
mately one third of the width of the recessed portion 44a
of the rib 44. Preferably, the opening is centrally posi-
tioned within the recessed portion, as shown in the
drawings.
[0025] To permit good ventilation and to allow the con-
tents of the container to be viewed properly, the ventila-
tion opening 46 extends for a length substantially equal
to the length of the recessed portion 44a, but is slightly
longer at the end of it that extends on the top of the lid.
[0026] As illustrated, the side walls 26, 28, 30, 32 of
the lid respectively comprise a vertical lower portion
26a, 28a, 30a, 32a, which is integral with a correspond-
ing horizontal perimetric portion 33a, 33b, 33c, 33d, of

a lower peripheral lip 33 of the lid.
[0027] The lower vertical portion 26a, 28a, 30a, 32a
is joined, through a substantially horizontal stepped pe-
ripheral portion 26b, 28b, 30b, 32b, to an upper wall por-
tion 26c, 28c, 30c, 32c which extends vertically and
which, at the top, is integral with the corresponding up-
per connecting wall 36, 38, 40, 42, through a corre-
sponding substantially horizontal stepped portion 26d,
28d, 30d, 32d.
[0028] The upper portions 26c, 28c of the lid sides fea-
ture stiffening ribs, labelled 48. Looking in more detail,
some of these are located at the ribs 44 made on the
long sides of the connecting walls of the lid, at the open-
ings 46. As illustrated, the ribs 48 are approximately
equal in width to the holes 46 and are designed to rein-
force the portions in the proximity of the openings them-
selves.
[0029] As illustrated, the ribs 48 comprise a flat re-
cessed portion 48a and opposing side mouldings 48b,
48c.
[0030] Corresponding stiffening ribs 50 are made in
the lower portion of the side wall of the lid at the curved
corner portions 25, 27, 29, 31 of the side walls.
[0031] The ribs 50 comprise a flat recessed portion
50a and opposing side mouldings 50b, 50c.
[0032] As illustrated, stiffening ribs 48, similar to the
wider ribs 44 made in the portions joining the top of the
lid, are made in the upper portions of the side walls, at
the corner portions of the lid, to coincide with the ribs
50. Thus, the corners of the lid are stiffened and highly
resistant.
[0033] The numerals 35 in the drawings denote press
mouldings designed to fasten the lid in the closed posi-
tion and comprising protruding lock portions that snap
into matching socket portions made in the container
body in such a way as to close the lid and hold it in the
closed position.
[0034] On the side opposite that where the press fas-
tener mouldings 35, 35 are made, there is a hinge por-
tion by which the lid is pivotally joined to the container
body.
[0035] This hinge portion, which is denoted in its en-
tirety by the numeral 37 in the drawings, comprises two
long moulded portions having a substantially C-shaped
cross section, labelled 37a, 37b and joined to each other
by a horizontal strip portion, labelled 37c.
[0036] The side opposite the hinged side also com-
prises suitable means, denoted in their entirety by the
numerals 52 and 54, by which the lid engages with and
rests on the container body.
[0037] Further, the portion 52 on the lid acts in con-
junction with the portion 54 which protrudes upwardly
from the upper edge of the longitudinal wall 14 of the
container body.
[0038] More specifically, the first engagement means
52 are made in an intermediate area of one of the lid
walls and extend from a lower edge of this wall towards
the upper edge of a matching wall of the container body
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to engage with the second engagement means 54 that
protrude from the upper edge of the wall of the container
body.
[0039] Advantageously, the first engagement means
on the lid take the form of wide teeth 52a, 52b, 52c which
fit into the matching spaces between the teeth 54a, 54b,
54c, 54d of the second engagement means on the con-
tainer body.
[0040] This guarantees a secure closure and pre-
vents the lid from sliding sideways relative to the con-
tainer body.
[0041] These teeth have convergent lateral contact
surfaces 52', 52" and 54', 54" which engage with each
other.
[0042] This facilitates the insertion of the teeth into the
matching tooth spaces, ensuring a snug fit that prevents
sideways movements between lid and body and confers
compactness and rigidity on the container according to
the invention.
[0043] Advantageously, these means for the engage-
ment and laterally retaining the lid on the container body
are made on the side walls opposite the hinge 37 which
joins the lid to the container body. Thus, the side wall of
the lid rests on the matching side wall of the container
body, conferring greater flexural rigidity on the lid wall
and, hence, greater rigidity on the top of the lid, too.
[0044] Advantageously, the engagement and side-
ways retaining means comprise teeth with substantially
semicircular profiles, labelled 52a, 52b, 52c, which ex-
tend downwardly from the lower lip 33b protruding hor-
izontally from the corresponding vertical wall of the con-
tainer lid.
[0045] Matching semicircular teeth 54a, 54b and arc-
shaped tooth end portions 54c, 54d, on either side of
the central teeth 54a, 54b, extend along the upper edge
of the corresponding wall of the container body and are
suitably spaced in such a way as to form spaces for ac-
commodating the substantially semicircular teeth 52a,
52b, 52c, of the engagement means on the container lid.
[0046] As illustrated, the semicircular teeth formed on
the container body fit into the semicircular spaces made
by the suitably spaced teeth 52a, 52b, 52c formed on
the container lid.
[0047] The tooth configuration described above uni-
formly distributes the force applied to the tooth, thus pre-
venting excessive strain on the tooth and significantly
reducing the risk of the teeth becoming deformed.
[0048] The thickness of the contact surfaces 52',
52" and 54', 54" of the engagement teeth is such as to
guarantee a good distribution of the sideways retaining
action between the lid and the container body.
[0049] As shown clearly in Figure 1, the lower teeth
extend from a lateral portion of a peripheral lip 33 of the
container body, which - thanks to the engagement
means 52 and 54 and to the hinge 37 - is kept slightly
clear of the peripheral lip 35a of the lid, leaving an air
gap S through which the product inside the container is
ventilated.

[0050] According to another aspect of the invention,
as illustrated in the drawings, the upper portions 26c,
28c, 30c, 32c of the side walls 26, 28, 30, 32 of the lid
comprise stiffening portions 56, which protrude from the
corresponding wall and which extend from the horizon-
tal stepped portion 26b, 28b, 30b, 32b joining the lower
portions 26a, 28a, 30a, 32a of the side walls to the upper
portions of the lid side walls.
[0051] The protruding portions 56 constitute means
for stiffening the side walls of the lid.
[0052] Looking in more detail at the container body
12, it can be seen that the bottom 22 is joined to the side
walls by a corresponding recessed portion 14a, 16a,
18a, 20a in the form of a curved portion connecting the
side walls 14, 16, 18, 20 to the bottom 22 of the container
body.
[0053] The side walls of the container body 14, 16, 18,
20 are joined to each other by arc-shaped portions de-
noted by the numerals 15, 17, 21 and 23 in Figure 4.
[0054] According to another advantageous aspect of
the invention, the stiffening ribs on the side walls of the
lid are made only at or in the proximity of these curved
connecting portions 15, 17, 21, 23 at the corners of the
container body.
[0055] These stiffening ribs at the corners of the con-
tainer body allow the product inside to be seen clearly
through the walls of the container but without weakening
the structure of the container itself.
[0056] More specifically, these corner stiffening ribs
take the form of "fretting" and comprise a first, substan-
tially flat recessed portion, labelled 60a, which is con-
nected by ribbed portions, labelled 60b and 60c, to the
adjacent portions of the side wall.
[0057] As illustrated in the drawings, these stiffening
ribbed portions 60b and 60c are upwardly convergent.
[0058] These "fretted" ribs are made on the long sides
14, 16 of the container.
[0059] The corners joining the long sides 14, 16 to the
short sides 18, 20 also feature second stiffening ribs.
[0060] Each of these second "fretted" ribs comprises
a recessed portion, labelled 62a, which has lateral por-
tions, labelled 62b and 62c, joining it to the adjacent por-
tions lying in the same plane as the side walls of the
container body. Again, these portions of the stiffening
ribs 62 are upwardly convergent, as illustrated.
[0061] As illustrated in the drawings, the recessed
stiffening portions 60, 62 on the container body define
analogous recessed stiffening portions 60', 62' in the
lowermost section 14a, 16a, 18a, 20a of the container
body.
[0062] The above features confer resistance on the
container body without using vertical ribs, like those of
prior art containers of similar kind, on the intermediate
portions of the container body, and thus affording a clear
view of the products inside the container.
[0063] The container body further comprises stiffen-
ing portions, labelled 66, extending vertically on, and
protruding from, the corresponding walls of the contain-
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er on each side of the corner ribs 62.
[0064] As illustrated in the drawings, the lid also has
a top surface designed to engage with the bottom of a
container placed on top of it, this top surface being
bounded by an essentially quadrangular border 34'
which extends at a slightly higher level than the topmost
point of the connecting portion 36, 38, 40, 42.
[0065] More specifically, as illustrated in Figure 6, the
lower edge 44'a of the ribbing surfaces - only the rib 44c
being shown in Figure 6 - has a curvature radius Ri that
is greater than the curvature radius Re of the upper edge
44'c of the ribbing surface 44c.
[0066] As illustrated, the convexity of these edges,
which define the ribbing surface, faces upwards, that is
to say, it faces the outside of the container.
[0067] More specifically, the ratio between the curva-
ture radius Ri of the lower edge 44'a and the curvature
radius Re of the upper edge 44'c advantageously rang-
es from 1,2 to 2 and is preferably between 1,3 and 1,8
ideally 1,5.
[0068] Advantageously, the curvature radius Re of the
upper edge 44'c ranges from 5 to 15 mm and is prefer-
ably between 7 and 13 mm, ideally 10 mm, whilst the
curvature radius Ri of the lower edge 44'a ranges from
10 to 20 mm and is preferably between 12 and 18 mm,
ideally 15 mm.
[0069] More specifically, as clearly illustrated in Fig-
ure 6, which shows only the rib 44c, each rib has a lower
end that extends from the stepped portion 28d whose
thickness or height is less than the maximum height or
thickness h of the rib itself, whilst at the opposite end,
the edges of the rib are convergent and merge with each
other at the top of the lid.
[0070] Further, the width "L" of the intermediate con-
necting portion 44a, extending between the first and
second side stiffening portions 44b, 44c, ranges from 6
to 18 mm, is preferably between 8 and 14 mm and, ide-
ally, 12 mm. This confers sufficient stiffness on the rib-
bing while at the same time, being transparent so that
the product inside the container can be seen clearly.
[0071] Looking in more detail, the oblong ventilation
opening 46 is preferably from 4 to 8 mm wide and, ide-
ally, has a width "l" of 5 mm.
[0072] According to another advantageous aspect,
each of the corner portions 25', 27', 29', 31' has the
shape of a vault connecting adjacent side walls to the
transversal top surface 34.
[0073] Advantageously, each vault-shaped corner
portion 25', 27', 29', 31' has, in the horizontal plane, a
curvature radius "Ro" that ranges from 14 to 20 mm and
is preferably 17 mm, whilst the curvature radius "Re" of
each vault-shaped corner portion 25', 27', 29', 31' in any
vertical plane may range from 5 to 15 mm, preferably
between 7 and 13 mm, and is, ideally, 10 mm.
[0074] As illustrated, the vault-shaped corner portion
25' is laterally delimited by a first stiffening rib 44', made
in one portion 36 of the lid, and by a second stiffening
rib 44", made on a portion 40 adjacent (and at right an-

gles) to the one where the first stiffening rib is made.
This confers considerable rigidity on the corner portion.
[0075] Further, the height Vl of the side walls 26, 28,
30, 32 is less than the height Vr of the connecting portion
36, 38, 40, 42.
[0076] Looking in more detail, the height V'l of the low-
er vertical portions 26a, 28a, 30a, 32a, and the height
V"l of the upper vertical portions 26c, 28c, 30c, 32c of
the lid side walls 26, 28, 30, 32 are substantially the
same.
[0077] As illustrated, the container body 12 has stiff-
ening ribs on its side walls solely at the corner portions
conferring structural rigidity on the container in its en-
tirety, while at the same time providing a better view in-
side the container.
[0078] The stiffening ribs, made solely at the corner
portions of the side walls of the container body 12, are
delimited by the vertical protruding stiffening portions
66.
[0079] Each rib 44 extends past the circumferential
border 34' that delimits the top transversal surface 34
and does not protrude upwards relative to this top trans-
versal surface 34, making it possible to obtain a rigid
structure that can be made using a simplified, lower-cost
mould.
[0080] Figure 8 illustrates a second preferred embod-
iment 100 of the container according to the present in-
vention, this embodiment being substantially the same
as the first preferred embodiment, from which it differs
in that it has a smaller number of ribs, labelled 144, the
short sides of the container having only one rib 144
made in each of them.
[0081] In another embodiment, illustrated in an ex-
ploded view in Figure 9, the lid 224 is not hinged to the
container body as in the embodiments described above,
but is separate from the container body 212. The con-
tainer, in this third preferred embodiment 200, is sub-
stantially square in shape, when viewed from above,
and its lid has the same number of ribs 244 on all four
sides of it.
[0082] Figures 10 and 11 illustrate a fourth preferred
embodiment 300 of the container. In these illustrations,
the parts of the fourth embodiment that are identical to
those of the first preferred embodiment are denoted by
the same reference characters. In the fourth preferred
embodiment, the ribbing surfaces 344b and 344c of the
rib 344 on the lid start at a stepped portion 345, which
extends horizontally between the space or recess de-
fined by the ribbing surfaces 344b and 344c, starting
from a substantially vertical extension 328e of the hori-
zontal stepped portion 28d of the lid. This confers great-
er rigidity on the part at the base of the ribbing, making
the container as a whole more resistant to vertical loads.
[0083] The first preferred embodiment of the contain-
er illustrated is approximately 187,5 mm long, 118 mm
wide and 90 mm high. The second preferred embodi-
ment of the container illustrated is approximately 127,5
mm long, 96,5 mm wide and 80 mm high. In the third
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preferred embodiment of the container illustrated, the
length of the sides is approximately 186 mm and the
height is 114 mm. Containers with dimensions other
than these are, however, imaginable. The container ac-
cording to the present invention is made by moulding of
plastic material, especially by thermoforming.
[0084] It will be understood that the invention can be
subject to modifications and variations without thereby
departing from the scope of the inventive concept. More-
over, all the details of the invention may be substituted
by technically equivalent elements.

Claims

1. A product container (10) in particular for fruit or veg-
etables or similar products, the container compris-
ing a container body (12) and a lid (24) and being
characterised in that the container body (12) or
the lid (24), and especially the latter, comprises at
least one rib (44), the rib (44) having at least one
stiffening portion (44b, 44c) that forms a ribbing sur-
face which extends between a lower edge (44'a)
and an upper edge (44'c) in such a way that the
width, or distance between these edges (44'a, 44'c)
is at its maximum at an intermediate point of the
stiffening portion (44b, 44c).

2. The container according to claim 1 or according to
the preamble to claim 1, characterised in that the
container body (12) or the lid (24), and especially
the latter, comprises at least one rib (44), the rib (44)
having first and second side stiffening portions
(44b, 44c) opposite each other, forming a ribbing
surface which extends between a lower edge (44'a)
and an upper edge (44'c), with an intermediate con-
necting portion (44a) extending between the first
and second side stiffening portions (44b, 44c).

3. The container according to either of the foregoing
claims, characterised in that the rib (44) has an
intermediate recessed connecting portion (44a) ex-
tending between the first and second side stiffening
portions (44b, 44c).

4. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims, characterised in that the rib (44) has an
intermediate portion (44a) extending along a curved
profile.

5. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims, where the container body and the lid com-
prise respective side walls (14, 16, 18, 20 or 26, 28,
30, 32) and a respective transversal bottom surface
(22) or top transversal surface (24), characterised
in that the container body (12) or the lid (24), and
especially the latter, comprises side walls (26, 28,
30, 32) that are each connected by a corresponding

connecting wall (36, 38, 40, 42) to a transversal sur-
face (34).

6. The container according to claim 5, characterised
in that the connecting wall (36, 38, 40, 42) has a
curved profile.

7. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims, characterised in that the ribbing surface
(44b, 44c) of the stiffening portion extends in a sub-
stantially vertical direction.

8. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims, characterised in that the rib (44) is made
on the connecting wall (36, 38, 40, 42).

9. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims, characterised in that the ribbing surface
(44b, 44c) has an edge (44'c) joining it to the con-
necting wall (36, 38, 40, 42).

10. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims, characterised in that the ribbing surface
(44b, 44c) has an edge (44'a) joining it to the inter-
mediate portion (44a).

11. The container according to claim 9 or 10, charac-
terised in that the upper edge (44'c) of the ribbing
surface (44c) is curved.

12. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims from 9 to 11, characterised in that the lower
edge (44'a) of the ribbing surface (44c) is curved.

13. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims or according to the preamble to claim 1,
characterised in that it comprises at least one stiff-
ening or ribbing portion (44b, 44c) extending be-
tween an upper edge (44'c) having a curvature ra-
dius (Re), and a lower edge (44'a) having a curva-
ture radius (Ri), where the curvature radius (Ri) of
the lower edge (44'a) is greater than the curvature
radius (Re) of the upper edge (44'c) of the ribbing
surface (44c).

14. The container according to claim 13, characterised
in that the ratio between the curvature radius (Ri)
of the lower edge (44'a) and the curvature radius
(Re) of the upper edge (44'c) may range from 1,2
to 2, and is preferably between 1,3 and 1,8 and ide-
ally 1,5.

15. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims, characterised in that the curvature radius
(Re) of the upper edge (44'c) may range from 5 to
15 mm, and is preferably between 7 and 13 mm and
ideally 10 mm.
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16. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims, characterised in that the curvature radius
(Ri) of the lower edge (44'a) may range from 10 to
20 mm, and is preferably between 12 and 18 mm
and ideally 15 mm.

17. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims, characterised in that the width "L" of the
intermediate connecting portion (44a), extending
between the first and second side stiffening portions
(44b, 44c), ranges from 4 to 18 mm, is preferably
between 8 and 14 mm and, ideally, 12 mm.

18. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims or according to the preamble to claim 1,
characterised in that the container body (12) or
the lid (24), and especially the latter, has openings
(46) made in it to ventilate the inside of the contain-
er.

19. The container according to claim 18, characterised
in that the openings (46) for ventilating the inside
of the container are made in the connecting wall (36,
38, 40, 42).

20. The container according to claim 18 or 19, charac-
terised in that the openings (46) for ventilating the
inside of the container are made in the intermediate
portion (44a) of the rib (44).

21. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims from 10 to 20, characterised in that the
openings (46) consist of at least one oblong or el-
liptic opening (46).

22. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims from 18 to 21, characterised in that the
openings (46) extend onto the transversal surface
(34) of the corresponding element.

23. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims from 18 to 22, characterised in that the
openings (46) start at the corresponding side wall
(26, 28, 30, 32).

24. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims from 18 to 23, characterised in that the
length of the ventilation opening (46) is approxi-
mately equal to the length of the intermediate por-
tion (44a).

25. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims or according to the preamble to claim 1,
characterised in that the container body (12) or
the lid (24), and especially the latter, has at least
one corner portion (25', 27', 29', 31') having the
shape of a vault.

26. The container according to claim 25, characterised
in that the vault-shaped corner portion (25') is lat-
erally delimited by a first stiffening rib (44') made on
one side (36) of the container.

27. The container according to claim 25 or 26, charac-
terised in that the vault-shaped corner portion (25')
is laterally delimited by at least one second stiffen-
ing rib (44"), made on a side (40) adjacent to the
one where the first stiffening rib is made.

28. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims or according to the preamble to claim 1,
characterised in that at least one of the side walls
(26, 28, 30, 32) of at least the container body (12)
or the lid (24), or of both of them, and especially of
the lid (24) comprises a respective lower vertical
portion (26a, 28a, 30a, 32a), which is integral with
a lower peripheral lip or horizontal perimetric portion
(33a, 33b, 33c, 33d) of the lid.

29. The container according to claim 28, characterised
in that at least one of the side walls (26, 28, 30, 32)
of at least the container body (12) or the lid (24), or
of both of them, and especially of the lid (24) com-
prises a respective upper wall portion (26c, 28c,
30c, 32c), which extends vertically and is connected
by a peripheral stepped portion (26b, 28b, 30b, 32b)
that is substantially horizontal, to the corresponding
lower vertical portion (26a, 28a, 30a, 32a).

30. The container according to claim 29, characterised
in that the upper wall portion (26c, 28c, 30c, 32c),
which extends vertically, is connected by a substan-
tially horizontal stepped portion (26d, 28d, 30d,
32d), to the corresponding upper connecting wall
(36, 38, 40, 42).

31. The container according to claim 29 or 30, charac-
terised in that the height (Vl) of the side walls (26,
28, 30, 32) is less than the height (Vr) of the con-
necting portion (36, 38, 40, 42).

32. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims from 29 to 31, characterised in that the
height (V'l) of the lower vertical portions (26a, 28a,
30a, 32a) and the height (V"l) of the upper vertical
wall portions (26c, 28c, 30c, 32c) of the lid side walls
(26, 28, 30, 32) are substantially the same.

33. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims, characterised in that the upper portions
(26c, 28c) of the side walls have other stiffening ribs
(48) made in them at the ribs (44) in the connecting
walls.

34. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims or according to the preamble to claim 1,
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characterised in that there is at least one curved
horizontal connecting portion (25, 27, 29, 31) be-
tween adjacent side walls (26, 28, 30, 32).

35. The container according to claim 34, characterised
in that corresponding stiffening ribs (50) are made
in the lower portions of the side walls of the lid at
the curved horizontal connecting portions (25, 27,
29, 31) of these side walls.

36. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims or according to the preamble to claim 1,
characterised in that the container body (12) or
the lid (24), and especially the latter, comprises, in
a corresponding side wall of it (26, 28, 30, 32), at
least one first stiffening portion (56 or 66), which lat-
erally delimits a corresponding curved horizontal
connecting portion (25, 27, 29, 31) between adja-
cent side walls (26, 28, 30, 32).

37. The container according to claim 36, characterised
in that the curved horizontal connecting portion (25,
27, 29, 31) between adjacent side walls (26, 28, 30,
32) is laterally delimited by at least one second stiff-
ening portion (56 or 66), made on a side (40) adja-
cent to the one where the first stiffening rib is made.

38. The container according to claim 36 or 37, charac-
terised in that the stiffening portion (56, 66) made
in the side wall (26, 28, 30, 32) protrudes outwards
from the corresponding wall.

39. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims or according to the preamble to claim 1,
characterised in that first engagement means (52)
are made in an intermediate area of one of the lid
walls and extend from a lower edge of this wall to-
wards the upper edge of a matching wall of the con-
tainer body to engage with matching second en-
gagement means (54) that protrude from the upper
edge of the wall of the container body; and also
characterised in that the first engagement means
on the lid take the form of wide teeth (52a, 52b, 52c)
which fit into matching spaces between teeth (54a,
54b, 54c, 54d) of the second engagement means
on the container body.

40. The container according to claim 39, characterised
in that the teeth have convergent lateral contact
surfaces (52', 52" and 54', 54") which engage with
each other.

41. The container according to claim 39 or 40, charac-
terised in that the means (52, 54) for engaging and
laterally retaining the lid on the container body are
made on the side walls opposite the hinge (37)
which joins the lid to the container body.

42. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims from 39 to 41, characterised in that the en-
gagement and laterally retaining means comprise
arc-shaped teeth (52a, 52b, 52c), extending down-
wardly from the lid, and matching toothed portions
(54a, 54b, 54c, 54b), extending along the upper
edge of the corresponding wall of the container
body.

43. The container (10) according to any of the foregoing
claims or according to the preamble to claim 1,
characterised in that there are stiffening ribs (60,
62) at the corners of the container body; in that the
side walls (14, 16, 18, 20) of the container body
comprise corresponding recessed portions (14a,
16a, 18a, 20a) forming a stiffening base joining the
side walls (14, 16, 18, 20) to the bottom (22) of the
container body; and in that the stiffening base por-
tions (14a, 16a, 18a, 20a) of the container body
short stiffening ribs (60', 62') at the ribs (60, 62)
made at the corners of the side walls (14, 16, 18,
20) of the container body.

44. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims or according to the preamble to claim 1,
characterised in that the container body (12) has
stiffening ribs on its side walls solely at its corner
portions.

45. The container according to claim 44, characterised
in that the stiffening ribs on the side walls solely at
the corner portions of the container body (12) are
laterally delimited by the vertical protruding stiffen-
ing portions (66).

46. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims or according to the preamble to claim 1,
characterised in that the top surface (34) has a
perimetric border (34'), which extends at a slightly
higher level than the topmost point of the connect-
ing portion (36, 38, 40, 42).

47. The container according to any of the foregoing
claims or according to the preamble to claim 1,
characterised in that the ribbing surfaces (344b,
344c) of the rib (344) start at a stepped portion
(345), which extends horizontally between the
space or recess defined by the ribbing surfaces
(344b, 344c), starting from a substantially vertical
extension (328e) of the horizontal lip (28d) from
which the connecting portion (36, 38, 40, 42) ex-
tends.

48. A container body (12) according to any of the fore-
going claims.

49. A lid (24) according to any of the foregoing claims.
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50. Use of a container or parts of it, made according to
any of the foregoing claims, for packaging food
products, in particular fruit or vegetables.
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