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(54)

(57) A washing machine includes legs (1) provided
on a lower portion of a washing machine to contact a
support surface, thus supporting the washing machine
and absorbing a vibration of the washing machine. The
washing machine includes a cabinet (2), and legs (1)
which support the cabinet on a support surface. Each of
the legs includes first and second vibration absorbing
parts (25, 21). The first vibration absorbing part (25) con-
tacts, on a bottom surface thereof, with the support sur-
face, and has elasticity to have a higher contracting strain
as a weight applied thereto increases. A bottom surface
of the second vibration absorbing part (21) is placed high-
er than the bottom surface of the first vibration absorbing
part (25) by a predetermined height, thus contacting with
or being spaced apart from the support surface according
to the contracting strain of the first vibration absorbing
part (25).

Improvements in and relating to washing machines
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES
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[l

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

O O 0O

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, hamely claims:

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

1-6




EP 1 526 212 A3

o ) Eut:opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
.) Office SHEETB EP 04 25 3248

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-6

A washing machine with a cabinet and a supporting leg

2. claims: 7-14

A supporting leg
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