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(54)  Actuator assembly

(57)  Anactuator assembly (10,110) including an ac-
tuator (12,112), an output member (16,116), and a
spring arrangement having at least one spiral return ' 1 2e

spring (18,118), the output member (16,116) having a

neutral position, a first actuated position, and a second

actuated position, the neutral position being between A

the firstand second actuated positions, the output mem- : . \5%
ber (16,116) capable of being driven by the actuator
(12,112) from the neutral position to the first actuated
position and to the second actuated position, in which
the spring arrangement is arranged so as to bias the
output member (16,116) towards the neutral position
from the first actuated position, and is also arranged to
bias the output member (16,116) towards the neutral po-
sition from the second actuated position.
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( The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-13,15 (when depending on claim 13)

An output member subassembly, an actuator assembly
comprising the output member subassembly and a latch
assembly comprising the actuator assembly, wherin the output
member subassembly comprises an output member and a spring
arrangement biasing the output member to a neutral position
from both a first and a second actuated position, wherein
the spring arrangement has at least one spiral return spring
so that the fatigue life of the output member is increased
(page 3, 3rd paragraph).

2. claims: 14, 15 (when depending on claim 14)

A method of assembly an actuator assembly comprising a
spring arrangement and an output member, wherein the spring
arrangement is assembled on the output member so as to
provide an output member subassembly so that the efficency
of the assembly process is increased (page 3, last
paragraph) .

3. claim: 16

A combined spring including a first and a second spiral

spring being integral and being wound in opposite directions
(page 4, first paragraph).
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