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(54) A package for dried pasta

(57) The present invention concerns a package (10)
for dried pasta in nests or bundles (12), arranged in a
single layer, comprising a flattened parallelepiped con-
tainer (10a), wherein a first (14) and a second (16) op-
posed large quadrilateral main walls, are spaced apart
from one another, connected and stiffened together at
their edges by a plurality of small side walls
(18,20,22,24), of a reduced width, a first side wall (18)
having a greater height than the side wall (20) opposed
thereto, whereby the container (10a) has a substantially
trapezoid cross-section and wherein, inside the contain-
er (10a), there is located a septum (36) substantially par-
allel to the second main wall (16) and spaced apart from
the latter by a length substantially equal to the height of
the layer of dried pasta.
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Description

Technical field

[0001] The present invention refers to a package for
dried pasta, arranged in a single layer, particularly but
not exclusively intended for long pasta, wound around
itself in the shapes commonly called nests or bundles
or similar. Said package is of the type comprising a flat-
tened parallelepiped container in which two large, quad-
rilateral main walls, placed opposite each other, are
spaced apart, connected and stiffened together at their
edges by a plurality of small side walls.

Known Art

[0002] In the known art, to pack dried pasta, for ex-
ample said nests or bundles, in a single layer, substan-
tially parallelepiped box containers are used, which are
particularly flattened, since, to keep the pasta in the de-
sired single layer arrangement, , they must be only
slightly higher than the height of the single layer itself.
[0003] It is well known that packages of this type re-
quire particular care during handling and storing opera-
tions, considering that the "resting" position on one of
the larger walls is the position in which they remain sta-
ble: in particular, when they are placed on the shop
shelves, these packages are normally stacked one on
top of another up to a height which guarantees good sta-
bility.
[0004] Although advantageous from many points of
view, the packages of the type described above have
known drawbacks.
[0005] Firstly, there is a high risk of damaging both the
products packed in a single layer and the packages
themselves which, when stacked, are subjected to the
weight of the overlying packages.
[0006] In particular, in the case of long, dried and no-
toriously fragile pasta, such as nests and bundles of
pasta, the damage can be considerable and lead to
breaking and crumbling of the packed product: it is easy
to understand the disappointment of consumers when
they find a broken nest or bundle. Furthermore, said risk
of damage is increased when, as in most cases, one of
the larger sides of the package is provided with a win-
dow to allow product "visibility".
[0007] One way, in the known art, to overcome this
problem was to strengthen the package, with a conse-
quent increase in the cost of the package itself.
[0008] Another way of limiting the risk of crushing was
to reduce the size of the window so as to reduce the
incidence of this weakening factor of the package: it is
easy to understand that this choice is not appreciated
from a commercial point of view.
[0009] Another serious disadvantage of the known art
from the commercial point of view is that, when said
packages are placed on the shelves for display, the larg-
est surface of the packages, normally the one with the

most conspicuous advertising content, is hidden or dif-
ficult for the public to see: thus, the advertising message
proves to be not so incisive and almost ineffective.

Summary of the invention

[0010] The problem underlying the present invention
is to create a package for dried pasta of the so-called
nest or bundle type, arranged in a single layer, capable
of overcoming, simply, effectively and economically, all
the above-mentioned drawbacks of the known art.
[0011] This problem is solved, according to the
present invention, by a package of the type mentioned
above characterized in that, in said container, a first one
of said side walls has a greater width than the width of
the side wall opposed thereto, whereby said container
has a substantially trapezoid cross-section, and in that,
in said container, there is located a septum substantially
parallel to one of said main walls and spaced apart from
the latter by a length which is substantially equal to the
height of said single layer of dried pasta.
[0012] Advantageously said cross-section is substan-
tially a right-angled trapezium.
[0013] For a better understanding of the characteris-
tics and advantages of the package according to the
present invention, a non-limiting embodiment thereof is
described below and is illustrated in the appended draw-
ings.

Brief description of the drawings

[0014]

Figure 1 shows schematically a perspective view of
a package for foodstuffs having an elongated
shape, particularly for nests and bundles of pasta,
according to the present invention.

Figure 2 shows schematically a cross-section of the
package illustrated in figure 1.

Figure 3 shows schematically a plan view from
above of a precut blank for obtaining the package
of figure 1.

Figure 4 shows schematically a perspective view of
a shelf where the packages of this invention are dis-
played.

Detailed description of a preferred embodiment

[0015] With reference to the figures, a package for
dried pasta, in particular the type arranged in a single
layer in nests or bundles 12, is generally indicated with
10.
[0016] The package 10 comprises a container 10a,
substantially a flattened parallelepiped box, with two op-
posite large, quadrilateral main walls, spaced apart form
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one another, connected and stiffened together at their
edges by a plurality of small side walls 18, 20, 22, 24.
[0017] The package 10 is preferably manufactured in
cardboard for use in the food industry.
[0018] In accordance with one aspect of the present
invention, one of said side walls of the container 10a,
for example the side wall 18, has a greater width than
the widthof the side wall 20, placed opposite it, whereby
said container 10a has a substantially trapezoid cross-
section.
[0019] Advantageously, said cross-section is a right-
angled trapezium and, in the container 10a, the main
wall 14 is perpendicular to the above-mentioned side
walls 18 and 20, while the opposite main wall 16 is in-
clined on them.
[0020] The width of the side wall 20 (shortest base of
the right-angled trapezium) is equal to or slightly greater
than the width of the single layer of dried pasta to be
positioned inside the package 10 of the present inven-
tion.
[0021] The two remaining side walls 22 and 24 are
equal and have a right-angled trapezium shape.
[0022] The main wall 16 is provided with a central, rec-
tangular opening 26, closed by means of a transparent
film. Moreover, said main wall 16 is provided with a
weakening line 28a, which delimits a substantially rec-
tangular portion 28 and which constitutes a so-called
easy opening area in said main wall 16.
[0023] Said portion 28 comprises an appendix 30,
preferably with an isosceles trapezium shape, which is
folded over the side wall 18, where it is delimited by
weakening lines. At its shortest base, said appendix 30
is further provided with a tongue 32 which, when pulled,
separates said appendix from the side wall 18.
[0024] Preferably, the side wall 18 is provided with a
slot 34 where the tongue 32 is inserted when the pack-
age is closed, and where the tongue 32 is held in place
by the substantially elastic spring-back, caused by the
shape memory of the two opposite sides of the slot 34.
[0025] Near the side wall 18, inside the package 10,
there is a septum 36 which, with the main wall 16, de-
fines a space 38 suitable to contain and hold a layer of
nests or bundles of dried pasta. In other words, the sep-
tum 36 creates, with the main wall 16, a substantially
parallelepiped space where the single layer of pasta is
arranged and remains stable.
[0026] In order to guarantee even greater stability for
the single layer of nests of pasta, the septum 36 is pref-
erably elastically thrust towards the main wall 16, in oth-
er words it is sprung towards said wall.
[0027] For this purpose, in the given embodiment, one
of the larger sides of the substantially rectangular sep-
tum 36 is bound, at one of its larger side, to the larger
side 16a of the main wall 16 which forms, with the side
wall 18, a corner of the container 10a. The septum 36
and the side wall 18 are one single piece and are sep-
arated from one another by a folding line 42, having a
series of slits on its length.

[0028] The package 10 for foodstuffs having an elon-
gated shape, particularly for nests and bundles of pasta,
according to the present invention, is conveniently pre-
pared from a cardboard precut blank 50, as illustrated
for example in figure 3.
[0029] The portions of said precut blank 50 which are
to constitute the main walls and the side walls of said
container 10a, are indicated with the same reference
number. As specified above, the septum is also prefer-
ably formed as an integral part of said precut blank 50
where, for this purpose, an "additional" portion 56 is en-
visaged, associated to the portion 18 (side wall 18) from
which it is separated by a folding line 56a. It should be
noted that this folding line 56a makes it possible for the
respective portion 56 to be elastically moved, in one di-
rection or another, around the line itself; for this reason,
in the package of this invention, said folding line 56a
substantially constitutes a means to elastically push the
septum 36 towards the main wall 16.
[0030] Obviously, said septum 36 can be structurally
independent from the precut blank 50, and be positioned
in the package 10 at a later stage, with provisions still
being made for suitable means to elastically thrust it to-
wards the main wall 16.
[0031] The package 10 of the present invention can
be safely and stably rested on its side wall 18 (standing
position), as well as on one of its main walls (lying-down
position).
[0032] It should be noted that in the standing position,
thanks to the elastic septum, the single layer of pasta
nests or bundles, always remains between the septum
and the main wall 16, so reducing to a minimum the risk
of damage.
[0033] To open the package 10, the final consumer
raises the tongue 32, so causing separation first of the
appendix 30 and then of the easy-opening portion 28.
In this way, the final consumer can remove all of the
product contained therein or only part of it. In fact, it is
possible not to consume all the product immediately
since the easy-opening portion 28 can be re-closed: it
is sufficient to put the tongue 32 back into its original
position and insert it into the slot 34. Thanks to the elas-
tic septum 36, excellent stability of the product remain-
ing in the package 10 is guaranteed.
[0034] The main advantage of the elongated package
for foodstuffs, particularly for nests and bundles of pas-
ta, according to the present invention, lies in that it can
be positioned vertically on the shelves in such a way
that its larger surface is completely visible to the cus-
tomers.
[0035] Another advantage, directly consequential to
the new vertical arrangement of the package according
to the invention, is the possibility to provide a large open-
ing 26 - the so-called window -, with relative improved
visibility of the foodstuffs contained therein and, conse-
quently, better commercial "desirability" of the product
by the purchaser.
[0036] A further advantage, thanks to the elastic sep-

3 4



EP 1 528 001 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

tum 36 and the easy-opening portion 28 which can eas-
ily be re-closed, is the possibility to consume only part
of the food product with the certainty that the foodstuffs
remaining inside will remain in a stable position without
being damaged.

Claims

1. A package (10) for dried pasta, particularly for long
pasta wound around itself in nests or bundles (12),
arranged in a single layer, comprising a flattened,
parallelepiped container (10a), where a first (14)
and a second (16) opposite large quadrilateral main
walls, are spaced apart from one another, connect-
ed and stiffened together at their edges by a plural-
ity of small side walls (18,20,22,24), of a reduced
width, characterized in that, in said container
(10a), a first (18) side wall has a greater width than
the width of the side wall (20) opposed thereto,
whereby said container (10a) has a substantially
trapezoid cross-section, and in that, in said con-
tainer (10a), there is located a septum (36) substan-
tially parallel to said second main wall (16) and
spaced apart from the latter by a length substantial-
ly equal to the height of said layer of dried pasta.

2. A package according to the claim 1, characterized
in that said septum (36) is elastically thrust towards
said second main wall (16).

3. A package according to claim 1 or 2, characterized
in that said cross-section is a right-angled trapezi-
um and that, in the container, (10a) said second
main wall (16) is perpendicular to said first side wall
(18) and to the side wall (20) opposed thereto.

4. A package according to claim 1 or 2, characterized
in that said second main wall (16) is provided with
at least one central opening (26) closed by a trans-
parent film.

5. A package according to claim 1 or 2, characterized
in that said second main wall (16) is provided with
a weakening line (28a) delimiting thereinside a sub-
stantially rectangular portion (28) which constitutes
an easy opening portion.

6. A package according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that it is manufactured
from a precut blank (50).

7. A package according to claim 6, characterized in
that, in said precut blank (50), a portion (56) which
is to constitute said septum (36) is defined as an
integral part thereof.

8. A package according to claim 7, characterized in

that said portion (56) is associated to a portion
which is to constitute a main wall (16, 18) and is
separated from the latter by a folding line (56a), con-
stituting a means to elastically thrust said septum
(36) towards said main wall (16).

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 86(2) EPC.

1. A package (10) for dried pasta, particularly for
long pasta wound around itself in nests or bundles
(12), arranged in a single layer, comprising a flat-
tened, parallelepiped container (10a), wherein a
first (14) and a second (16) opposite large quadri-
lateral main walls, are spaced apart from one an-
other, connected and stiffened together at their edg-
es by a plurality of small side walls (18,20,22,24),
of a reduced width, and wherein a first (18) side wall
has a greater width than the width of the side wall
(20) opposed thereto, whereby said container (10a)
has a substantially trapezoid cross-section, char-
acterized in that, in said container (10a), there is
located a septum (36) bound to said first side wall
(18) and substantially parallel to said second main
wall (16) and spaced apart from the latter by a
length substantially equal to the height of said layer
of dried pasta, whereby said septum (36) and said
second main wall (16) define, inside the container
(10), a substantially parallelepiped space (38) suit-
able to contain and hold said layer of dried pasta

2. A package according to the claim 1, character-
ized in that said septum (36) is elastically thrust to-
wards said second main wall (16).

3. A package according to claim 1 or 2, character-
ized in that said cross-section is a right-angled tra-
pezium and that, in the container, (10a) said second
main wall (16) is perpendicular to said first side wall
(18) and to the side wall (20) opposed thereto.

4. A package according to claim 1 or 2, character-
ized in that said second main wall (16) is provided
with at least one central opening (26) closed by a
transparent film.

5. A package according to claim 1 or 2, character-
ized in that said second main wall (16) is provided
with a weakening line (28a) delimiting thereinside a
substantially rectangular portion (28) which consti-
tutes an easy opening portion.

6. A package according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that it is manufactured
from a precut blank (50).

7. A package according to claim 6, characterized
in that, in said precut blank (50), a portion (56)
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which is to constitute said septum (36) is defined as
an integral part thereof.

8. A package according to claim 7, characterized
in that said portion (56) is associated to a portion
which is to constitute a main wall (16, 18) and is
separated from the latter by a folding line (56a), con-
stituting a means to elastically thrust said septum
(36) towards said main wall (16).
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