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(54) Carton and carton blank

(57) A divisible carton (C) comprising two or more
modular parts (B,B1) for packaging articles, such as tab-
lets for example, each modular part (B,B1) having access
means (238) for removing articles from that modular part
(B,B1). The carton (C) has a common outer cover ar-
ranged so as to secure the modular parts (B,B1) together.
The outer cover has a tear strip (266) which can be re-
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FIGURE 6

moved to permit the modular parts (B,B1) to be separat-
ed. The modular parts (B,B1) are secured together such
that the access means (238) of each modular part (B,B1)
is oriented to prevent that access means (238) from being
operable until one of the modular parts (B,B1) is sepa-
rated from the next adjacent modular part (B,B1) by re-
moving the tear strip (266).
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[l

[l

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

[l
L]

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, nhamely claims:

1-5,10,12

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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a>) European Patent

1.

2.

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

claims: 1-3,10,12

A divisible carton 10 comprising two modular parts 11,12

for packaging articles and each modular part 11,12 comprises
a series of panels for forming the walls of that modular
part see Figures, each modular part 11,12 also has an access
means 26,27,55,56 for accessing the articles contained
within each modular part, the divisible carton 10 comprising
an outer cover formed by flaps 13,18,32,37 arranged so as to
secure the modular parts together, the outer cover including
at least one opening means tear line 28 with opening tab 31,
wherein at least one of the opening means 28,31 is disposed
in alignment with the access means 55,56 of one 12 of the
modular parts 11,12, such that by deploying that opening
means 28,31, said access means 55,56 is exposed so that
access can be gained to the articles contained within that
modular part 12.

In the light of D1 the carton of claim 1 is thus known.

A divisible carton wherein the access means 26,27,55,56 of
each modular part 10,11 comprises a closure panel 23,49
hinged to one of said walls for forward and backward pivotal
movement to open and close an access aperture.

In the light of D1 the carton of claim 2 is thus known.

A divisible carton wherein the access means of each modular
part further comprises a moveable platform mounted within
each modular part and hinged to the closure panel for
movement therewith, which platform supports the articles
contained within each modular part when the closure panel is
in the closed position and which closure panel is moved
towards the access aperture to move the contents of the
modular part forward for their removal in response to the
forward pivotal movement of the closure panel.

The movable platform mounted within each modular platform is
not disclosed in D1 and thus new.

These last features thus form the special technical features
according to Rule 30 EPC.

The problem solved by this movable platform may be regarded
as to facilitate access of the articles contained in the
modular part of the carton.

claims: 4,5

Application Number
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0 ) Eur-opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
) Office SHEET B EP 05 00 3503

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

A divisible carton 10 comprising two modular parts 11,12
suitable for packaging articles, such as tablets or food,
each modular part 11,12 having access means 26,27,55,56 for
removing articles from that modular part, the carton has a
common outer cover 13,18,32,37 arranged so as to secure the
modular parts together and a tear strip 28 which can be
removed to permit the modular parts to be separated, the
modular parts are secured together such that the access
means 55,56 of one modular part is oriented to prevent that
access means 55,56 from being operable until one of the
modular parts is separated from the next adjacent modular
part by removing a tear strip 28.

The difference is the mere fact that the access means 23,25
of the modular part 11 is accessible before the modular
parts are separated.

These features thus form the special technical features
according to Rule 30 EPC.

The problem solved by this feature may be regarded as
improving the safety of the modular part.

3. claims: 6-9,11

A divisible carton 10 comprising two open top modular parts
11,12 arranged vertically and interconnected by means of an
outer cover 13,18,32,37 secured to the side edges of each
modular part 11,12, and wherein tear strips 28 are located
on the cover 13,18,32,37

The following features are not disclosed by D1.

each modular part having end panels of greater vertical
height in relation to the side panels

These features thus form the special technical features
according to Rule 30 EPC.

The problem solved by these features could be improved
aeration of the articles contained therein.




EPO FORM P0459

EP 1 533 239 A3

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 05 00 3503

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

08-02-2006
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication

cited in search report date member(s) date

US 3168234 A 02-02-1965  NONE

US 3253765 A 31-05-1966  NONE

US 4919269 A 24-04-1990  JP 2180140 A 13-07-1990

US 5853088 A 29-12-1998 AT 196125 T 15-09-2000
AU 704746 B2 06-05-1999
AU 4413996 A 19-06-1996
BR 9509854 A 30-12-1997
CA 2205055 Al 06-06-1996
DE 69518768 D1 12-10-2000
DE 69518768 T2 23-05-2001
DK 792241 T3 13-11-2000
EG 20708 A 29-12-1999
EP 0792241 Al 03-09-1997
ES 2150598 T3 01-12-2000
GR 3034955 T3 28-02-2001
IL 116110 A 09-05-1999
JP 10512523 T 02-12-1998
MA 25581 Al 31-12-2002
NZ 298611 A 28-01-1999
PL 320257 Al 15-09-1997
PT 792241 T 29-12-2000
TR 970273 A2 22-04-1997
WO 9616878 Al 06-06-1996

US 5048690 A 17-09-1991  NONE

US 6006982 A 28-12-1999  NONE

US 4533052 A 06-08-1985  NONE

US 4377237 A 22-03-1983  NONE

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82



	bibliography
	search report

