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Description
Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a method of judging the truth of a paper type such as a bill or securities, a
method of judging the direction in which a paper type is fed, and a method of calculating the width of shift of a waveform
representing a characteristic amount of a paper type.

Background Art

[0002] As amethod of judging the truth of a bill, a method disclosed in Japanese Patent Publication No. 215293/1985
has been known. In this method, a bill is divided into a plurality of regions. Detection data is obtained by a magnetic
sensor for each region of a bill to be examined. The ratio of the detection data in each of the regions to the sum of the
detection data in all the regions is calculated for each region. The ratio calculated for each region is compared with a
reference value previously found for the region. If the difference therebetween is not within a predetermined allowable
range in any one of the regions, it is judged that the bill is a false bill.

[0003] If the difference therebetween is within a predetermined allowable range in all the regions, the sum of the
differences between the ratios calculated for the respective regions and the reference values in the corresponding
regions is calculated. If the calculated sum is not less than a predetermined allowable value, it is judged that the bill is
a false bill. If the calculated sum is less than the predetermined allowable value, it is judged that the bill is a true bill.
[0004] In the above-mentioned prior art, the ratio of the detection data in each of the regions to the sum of the
detection data in all the regions is compared with the reference value previously found for the region. In cases such
as a case where the bill is uniformly dirty, therefore, the method of judging the truth of a bill in the prior art is not easily
affected by the dirt. However, the dirt of the bill is not generally uniform in respective portions of the bill. In the above-
mentioned prior art, erroneous judgment may be made by the dirt, the wrinkle and the like of the bill.

[0005] An object of the present invention is to provide a method of judging the truth of a paper type, wherein the truth
of a paper type can be judged with high precision without being affected by the dirt, the wrinkle and the like of the paper
type.

[0006] Another object of the present invention is to provide a method of judging the direction in which a paper type
is fed, wherein the direction in which a paper type is fed can be judged with high precision.

[0007] Stillanother object of the present invention is to provide a method of calculating the width of shift of a waveform
representing a characteristic amount of a paper type, wherein the width of shift in the direction of conveyance of a
waveform representing a characteristic amount of a paper type from a reference waveform can be accurately calculated.

Disclosure of Invention

[0008] A first method of judging the truth of a paper type according to the present invention is characterized by
comprising the steps of performing first truth judgment processing with respect to a paper type to be examined, per-
forming second truth judgment processing with respect to the paper type to be examined only when it is judged that
the paper type to be examined is not a false paper type in the first truth judgment processing, and judging that the
paper type to be examined is a true paper type only when it is judged that the paper type to be examined is not a false
paper type in the second truth judgment processing, the first truth judgment processing comprising a first step of ex-
tracting, on the basis of characteristic amounts of the paper type to be examined which are read from a plurality of
portions on the paper type and reference data previously found with respect to the plurality of portions, random com-
ponents for each of the characteristic amounts of the paper type, a second step of presuming, on the basis of the
extracted random components for each of the characteristic amounts and a predetermined forecast model of dirt com-
ponents, the dirt components for the plurality of portions on the paper type to be examined, and a third step of judging
the truth of the paper type to be examined on the basis of the presumed dirt components and the extracted random
components, the second truth judgment processing comprising a fourth step of previously selecting from the charac-
teristic amounts of the paper type to be examined which are read from the plurality of portions on the paper type and
second reference data previously found with respect to the plurality of portions the characteristic amounts and the
second reference data with respect to a plurality of positions where an operation is to be executed as ones suitable
for judgment and calculating the goodness of fit of the characteristic amount and the second reference data, and a fifth
step of judging the truth of the paper type to be examined on the basis of the calculated goodness of fit.

[0009] The reference data used in the first step is generated on the basis of characteristic amounts of a plurality of
true paper types which are read from a plurality of portions on the true paper types, for example. Further, the forecast
model of the dirt components used in the second step is generated on the basis of the characteristic amounts of the
plurality of true paper types which are read from the plurality of portions on the true paper types and the reference
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data, for example.

[0010] An example of the third step is one comprising the step of calculating a value relating to a prediction error on
the basis of the presumed dirt components and the extracted random components, and the step of judging that the
paper type to be examined is a false paper type when the calculated value relating to the prediction error is more than
a threshold, while judging that the paper type to be examined is not a false paper type when the calculated value
relating to the prediction error is not more than the threshold.

[0011] The plurality of positions where an operation is to be executed which are used in the fourth step are found by
optimization processing using a genetic algorithm, for example.

[0012] A second method of judging the truth of a paper type according to the present invention is characterized by
comprising a first step of extracting, on the basis of characteristic amounts of a paper type to be examined which are
read from a plurality of portions on the paper type and reference data previously found with respect to the plurality of
portions, random components for each of the characteristic amounts of the paper type, a second step of presuming,
on the basis of the extracted random components for each of the characteristic amounts and a predetermined forecast
model of dirt components, the dirt components for the plurality of portions on the paper type to be examined, and a
third step of judging the truth of the paper type to be examined on the basis of the presumed dirt components and the
extracted random components.

[0013] The reference data used in the first step is generated on the basis of characteristic amounts of a plurality of
true paper types which are read from a plurality of portions on the true paper types, for example. Further, the forecast
model of the dirt components used in the second step is generated on the basis of the characteristic amounts of the
plurality of true paper types which are read from the plurality of portions on the true paper types and the reference
data, for example.

[0014] An example of the third step is one comprising the step of calculating a value relating to a prediction error on
the basis of the presumed dirt components and the extracted random components, and the step of judging that the
paper type to be examined is a false paper type when the calculated value relating to the prediction error is more than
a threshold, while judging that the paper type to be examined is not a false paper type when the calculated value
relating to the prediction error is not more than the threshold.

[0015] Anexample of the forecast model of the dirt components is an autoregressive model in which data representing
the differences between the characteristic amounts of the plurality of true paper types which are read from the plurality
of portions on the true paper types and data representing corresponding portions in the reference data are found from
a group of data arranged in a time series.

[0016] A third method of judging the truth of a paper type according to the present invention is characterized by
comprising the steps of previously selecting from the characteristic amounts of the paper type to be examined which
are read from the plurality of portions on the paper type and second reference data previously found with respect to
the plurality of portions the characteristic amounts and the second reference data with respect to a plurality of positions
where an operation is to be executed as ones suitable for judgment and calculating the goodness of fit of the charac-
teristic amount and the second reference data, and judging the truth of the paper type to be examined on the basis of
the calculated goodness of fit.

[0017] The plurality of positions where an operation is to be executed are selected by optimization processing using
a genetic algorithm, for example.

[0018] An example of the optimization processing using the genetic algorithm is one comprising a first step of pro-
ducing an initial population comprising a first predetermined number of individuals each having as genes a plurality of
predetermined positions where characteristic amounts are read, each of the genes taking a value indicating whether
or not the position for reading is taken as an object to be operated, a second step of calculating for each of the individuals
an evaluated value of precision of distinction between a true paper type and a false paper type on the basis of data
for analyzing a plurality of true paper types and a plurality of false paper types which are previously prepared, to select
a second predetermined number of individuals each taking a high evaluated value, a third step of selecting an arbitrary
pair of individuals from the selected individuals and subjecting the pair of individuals to a predetermined genetic oper-
ation, to generate a new population comprising a first predetermined number of individuals by, a fourth step of discarding
the individuals each having genes to be operated whose number exceeds a predetermined limited number, a fifth step
of producing a population comprising the first predetermined number of individuals each having genes to be operated
whose number is not more than the predetermined limited number by repeating a predetermined genetic operation,
and a sixth step of repeating the processing in the second step to the fifth step a predetermined number of times.
[0019] Examples of the genetic operation include crossing processing and mutation processing.

[0020] A method of judging the direction in which a paper type is fed according to the present invention is charac-
terized by comprising a first step of reading, from a plurality of portions of a paper type to be examined which is put
into an examining device, characteristic amounts of the paper type, and a second step of judging the direction in which
the paper type is fed by comparing the read characteristic amounts and reference data for each direction of feeding
which is previously generated for the direction of feeding.
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[0021] Anexample of the second step is one comprising the steps of finding for each reference data for each direction
of feeding the sum of the squares of the differences between the characteristic amounts read from the plurality of
portions of the paper type and data representing corresponding positions in the reference data for the direction of
feeding, and judging that the direction of the reference data corresponding to the minimum value out of the obtained
values is the direction in which the paper type is fed.

[0022] An example of the second step is one comprising the steps of finding the differences between characteristic
amounts corresponding to positions represented by the characteristic amounts read from the portions for reading of
the paper type to be examined and data representing corresponding positions in the reference data for a predetermined
direction of feeding and correcting the characteristic amounts for the portions for reading of the paper type so that the
average value of the differences becomes zero, finding for each reference data for each direction of feeding the sum
of the squares of the differences between characteristic amounts after the correction corresponding to the plurality of
portions of the paper type and data representing corresponding positions of the reference data for the direction of
feeding, and judging that the direction of the reference data corresponding to the minimum value out of the obtained
values is the direction in which the paper type is fed.

[0023] An example of the second step is one comprising the steps of retrieving from a plurality of predetermined
portions where characteristic amounts are read a minimum of portions for reading where the rate of correct answers
to the results of the judgment of the direction of feeding is not less than a threshold by optimization processing using
a genetic algorithm, and judging, on the basis of the characteristic amounts obtained only from the retrieved portions
where characteristic amounts are read and reference data for each direction in which an object to be examined is fed
which is previously generated for the direction of feeding, the direction in which the object to be examined is fed.
[0024] An example of the optimization processing using the genetic algorithm is one comprising a first step of pro-
ducing an initial population comprising a first predetermined number of individuals each having as genes a plurality of
predetermined positions where characteristic amounts are read, each of the genes taking a value indicating whether
or not the position where a characteristic amount is read for judging the direction of feeding is taken as an object, a
second step of selecting from the initial population a second predetermined number of individuals each having a small
number of genes taking as an object the position where a characteristic amount is read for judging the direction of
feeding, a third step of selecting an arbitrary pair of individuals from the selected individuals and subjecting the pair of
individuals to a predetermined genetic operation, to generate a new population comprising a first predetermined number
of individuals, a fourth step of calculating for each individual in the new population the rates of corrected answers to
the results of the judgment of the direction of feeding which respectively correspond to a plurality of data for examining
constraint conditions obtained from a plurality of data for analysis previously prepared, and discarding the individuals
the rates of corrected answers of which are lower than a threshold, a fifth step of repeating the predetermined genetic
operation, to produce a population comprising the first predetermined number of individuals the rates of corrected
answers of which are not less than the threshold, and a sixth step of repeating the processing in the second step to
the fifth step a predetermined number of times.

[0025] Examples of the genetic operation include crossing processing and mutation processing.

[0026] A method of calculating the width of shift of a waveform representing a characteristic amount of a paper type
according to the present invention is characterized by comprising a first step of reading, from a plurality of portions in
the direction of conveyance of a paper type to be examined, characteristic amounts of the paper type, to produce an
input waveform representing the characteristic amount corresponding to a position in the direction of conveyance of
the paper type, a second step of setting a plurality of widths of shift in the direction of conveyance of the input waveform
from a reference waveform between a predetermined minimum width of shift and a predetermined maximum width of
shift, to produce for each of the set widths of shift a plurality of waveforms for calculating the width of shift which are
obtained by shifting the input waveform in the direction of conveyance, a third step of calculating for each of the produced
waveforms for calculating the width of shift a value corresponding to the sum of the differences between the waveform
for calculating the width of shift and a reference waveform previously produced at a plurality of predetermined positions
where an operation is to be executed out of positions in the direction of conveyance, and a fourth step of determining
that the width of shift corresponding to the waveform for calculating the width of shift in which the calculated value
corresponding to the sum of the differences is the smallest is the width of shift in the direction of conveyance of the
input waveform from the reference waveform.

[0027] Examples of the value corresponding to the sum of the differences include the sum of the absolute values of
the differences or the sum of the squares of the differences.

[0028] The plurality of positions where an operation is to be executed which are used in the third step are found in
the following manner, for example. That is, a plurality of widths of shift in the direction of conveyance of the input
waveform from the reference waveform are set between the predetermined minimum width of shift and the predeter-
mined maximum width of shift. A plurality of waveforms for calculating the positions where an operation to be executed
which are obtained by shifting the reference waveform in the direction of conveyance are produced for each of the set
widths of shift. The absolute values of the differences from the reference waveform is calculated at the respective
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positions in the direction of conveyance for each of the produced waveforms for calculating the positions where an
operation is to be executed. The minimum value is extracted out of the calculated absolute values of the differences
for each of the positions in the direction of conveyance with respect to the position. A predetermined number of positions
are selected in descending order of the extracted minimum values out of all the positions.

Brief Description of the Drawings
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is a plan view showing the arrangement of a sensor for reading characteristic amounts of a bill;

is a side view as viewed in a direction indicated by an arrow in Fig. 1;

is a flow chart showing the entire procedure for a method of judging the truth of a bill;

is a flow chart showing the procedure for processing for judging the direction in which a bill is fed;

is a schematic view showing the procedure for processing for judging the direction in which a bill is fed;
is a graph for explaining a method of correcting an input waveform;

is a flow chart showing the other procedure for processing for judging the direction in which a bill is fed;
is a schematic view showing an individual,

is a flow chart showing the procedure for optimization processing of points to be operated by GA,;

is a graph for explaining that data for examining constraint conditions is pro duced by adding random numbers
to previously prepared bill data for analysis;

is a graph showing the average value of the numbers of points to be operated which are optimized by GA
and the average value of the rates of corrected answers to the judgment of the direction of feeding;

is a flow chart showing the procedure for processing for correcting the shift in conveyance;
is a waveform diagram for explaining processing in the step 52 shown in Fig. 12;
is a waveform diagram for explaining processing in the step 54 shown in Fig. 12;

is a flow chart showing a method of finding points to be operated which are employed in the step 53 shown
in Fig. 12;

is a flow chart showing the procedure for processing for producing a forecast model of dirt components;
is a waveform diagram showing an input waveform obtained on the basis of sample bills;
is a waveform diagram showing a reference waveform;

is waveform diagram showing the distribution of variation components such as dirt and wrinkle which are
produced for each sample bill;

is a waveform diagram showing learning data;
is a flow chart showing the procedure for first precise judgment processing;

is a waveform diagram showing an input waveform after performing processing for correcting the shift in
conveyance;
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Fig. 23  is a waveform diagram showing the distribution of random components;
Fig. 24 is a waveform diagram showing the predicted distribution of dirt components of a bill to be examined;
Fig. 25 is a schematic view showing an example of a neural network used in place of an autoregressive model;
Fig. 26 is a flow chart showing the procedure for processing of second precise judg ment processing;
Fig. 27 is a schematic view showing a first mask;
Fig. 28 is a schematic view showing a second mask;

Fig. 29 is a graph showing a distribution curve of the sum of the squares of the differences between bill data for
analysis corresponding to a certain individual and a reference waveform and the sum of the squares of the
differences between bill data for analysis of true bills corresponding to the individual and the reference wave-
form; and

Fig. 30 is a flow chart showing the procedure for optimization processing by GA.
Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention

[0030] Referring now to the drawings, embodiments in a case where the present invention is applied to a method of
judging the truth of a bill will be described.

[1] Description of Sensor for Reading Characteristic Amounts of Bill

[0031] Figs. 1 and 2 illustrate a sensor for reading characteristic amounts of a bill.

A bill 1 is fed into an examining device (not shown) and is conveyed in a direction indicated by an arrow. As a sensor
for reading characteristic amounts of the bill 1, two light projectors 10a and 20a and two light receivers 10b and 20b
are provided.

[0032] The light projector 10a comprises a light emitting diode 11a for irradiating infrared light having a wavelength
A of 840 nm onto a plurality of positions where the characteristic amounts are read on the surface of the bill 1 and on
a line L1 and a light emitting diode 12a for irradiating red light having a wavelength of 655 nm onto the positions where
the characteristic amounts are read. The light receiver 10b comprises a photosensor 11b for receiving the infrared light
emitted from the light emitting diode 11a and passing through the bill 1 and a photosensor 12b for receiving the red
light emitted from the light emitting diode 12a and passing through the bill 1.

[0033] The light emitting diode 11a and the light emitting diode 12a are alternately driven, so that outputs of both the
photosensors 11b and 12b are obtained at the respective positions where the characteristic amounts are read on the
line L1 of the bill 1.

[0034] The light projector 20a comprises a light emitting diode 21a for irradiating infrared light having a wavelength
A of 840 nm onto a plurality of positions where the characteristic amounts are read on the surface of the bill 1 and on
a line L2 and a light emitting diode 22a for irradiating red light having a wavelength A of 655 nm onto the respective
positions where the characteristic amounts are read. The light receiver 20b comprises a photosensor 21b for receiving
the infrared light emitted from the light emitting diode 21a and passing through the bill 1 and a photosensor 22b for
receiving the red light emitted from the light emitting diode 22a and passing through the bill 1.

[0035] The light emitting diode 21a and the light emitting diode 22a are alternately driven, so that outputs of both the
photosensors 21b and 22b are obtained at the respective positions where the characteristic amounts are read on the
line L2 of the bill 1. The line L1 and the line L2 are at an equal distance from a line LO passing through the center of
the width of the bill 1.

[2] Description of Entire Procedure for Method of Judging Truth of Bill

[0036] Fig. 3 shows the entire procedure for a method of judging the truth of a bill.

[0037] Outputs of the photosensors 11b, 12b, 21b and 22b are accepted after being converted into digital signals by
an analog-to-digital (A/D) converter (not shown) (step 1).

[0038] Coarse judgment processing is then performed on the basis of detected values of the photosensors 11b, 12b,
21b and 22b (step 2). When it is judged that the bill is a false bill by the coarse judgment processing (YES in step 3),
the result is taken as a final result of judgment (step 4), whereby the current truth judgment processing is terminated.
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[0039] When itis not judged that the bill is a false bill by the coarse judgment processing (NO in step 3), processing
for judging the direction in which the bill is fed is performed on the basis of the detected value of the photosensor 11b
or 21b receiving infrared light (step 5). That is, the number of directions of feeding of the bill is a total of four because
it is two in a case where the surface of the bill is directed upward, while being two in a case where the reverse surface
of the bill is directed upward. In the processing for judging the direction in which the bill is fed, it is judged which of the
four directions is the direction in which the bill is fed.

[0040] When the result of the judgment of the direction in which the bill is fed is not a predetermined reference
direction of feeding, an input waveform obtained on the basis of the detected value of each of the photosensors 11b,
12b, 21b and 22b (a waveform representing a detected value corresponding to a position along the length of the bill)
is converted into a waveform obtained in a case where it is assumed that the bill is fed in the predetermined reference
direction of feeding (step 6). As a result, two types of input waveforms corresponding to the line L1 and two types of
input waveforms corresponding to the line L2 in a case where the bill is fed in the reference direction of feeding are
obtained.

[0041] The two types of input waveforms corresponding to the line L1 in a case where the bill is fed in the reference
direction of feeding include an input waveform based on infrared light and an input waveform based on red light. The
two types of input waveforms corresponding to the line L2 in a case where the bill is fed in the reference direction of
feeding include an input waveform based on infrared light and an input waveform based on red light.

[0042] When the result of the judgment of the direction in which the bill is fed is the predetermined reference direction
of feeding, the data conversion processing in the step 6 is not performed.

[0043] Thereafter, processing for correcting the shifts in the direction in which the bill is conveyed of the four types
of input waveforms corresponding to a case where the direction in which the bill is fed is the reference direction of
feeding (processing for correcting the shift in conveyance) is performed (step 7).

[0044] First precise judgment processing is performed on the basis of the input waveform based on infrared light
corresponding to the line L1 and the input waveform based on infrared light corresponding to the line L2 out of the four
types of input waveforms after performing the processing for correcting the shift in conveyance (step 8).

[0045] In the first precise judgment processing, the same judgment processing is performed on the basis of the
respective input waveforms. In the judgment processing based on at least one of the input waveforms, when itis judged
that the bill is a false bill (YES in step 9), the result is taken as a final result of judgment (step 4), whereby the current
truth judgment processing is terminated.

[0046] When itis not judged that the bill is a false bill by the first precise judgment processing, that is, when it is not
judged that the bill is a false bill in the judgment processing performed on the basis of the two input waveforms based
on infrared light (No in step 9), second precise judgment processing is performed on the basis of the input waveform
based on red light corresponding to the line L1 and the input waveform based on red light corresponding to the line
L2 out of the four types of input waveforms after performing the processing for correcting the shift in conveyance (step
10).

[0047] In the second precise judgment processing, the same judgment processing is performed on the basis of the
respective input waveforms. In the judgment processing based on at least one of the input waveforms, when it is judged
that the bill is a false bill (YES in step 11), the result is taken as a final result of judgment (step 4), whereby the current
truth judgment processing is terminated.

[0048] When itis not judged that the bill is a false bill by the second precise judgment processing, that is, when it is
not judged that the bill is a false bill in the judgment processing performed on the basis of the two input waveforms
based on red light (NO in step 11), it is judged that the bill is a true bill (step 12), whereby the current truth judgment
processing is terminated.

[3] Description of Coarse Judgment Processing

[0049] Coarse judgment processing is performed on the basis of detected values of the photosensors 11b and 12b
at a plurality of predetermined positions where characteristic amounts are read on the line L1 of the bill 1 and detected
values of the photosensors 21b and 22b at a plurality of predetermined positions where characteristic amounts are
read on the line L2 of the bill 1.

[0050] Since the same judgment processing is performed at the respective positions where characteristic amounts
are read, description is made of the judgment processing performed at one position where a characteristic amount is
read on the line L1 of the bill 1.

[0051] Let V4 and V,, be detected values obtained from the photosensors 11b and 12b at one position where a
characteristic amount is read on the line L1 of the bill 1, respectively.

[0052] A ratio of the detected values V44 / V4, and a difference therebetween (V44 - V4,) are first calculated. When
the ratio V4, / V45 is in a first predetermined range, and the difference (V44 - V) is in a second predetermined range,
it is judged that the bill is a true bill. When the ratio V4 / V4, is not in the first predetermined range, and the difference



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1 553 527 A2

(V41 - Vo) is not in the second predetermined range, it is judged that the bill is a false bill.

[0053] When it is judged that the bill is a true bill in the judgment processing at all positions where characteristic
amounts are read, the answer is in the negative in the step 3 shown in Fig. 3, whereby the program proceeds to the
processing for judging the direction in which the bill is fed. When it is judged that the bill is a false bill in the judgment
processing at at least one position where a characteristic amount is read, the answer is in the affirmative in the step 3
shown in Fig. 3, whereby the result of the judgment is taken as a final result of the judgment.

[4] Description of Processing for Judging Direction in which Bill is Fed

[0054] Fig. 4 shows the detailed procedure for the processing for judging the direction in which a bill is fed in the
step 5 shown in Fig. 3. Further, Fig. 5 schematically shows the procedure for the processing for judging the direction
of feeding.

[0055] The processing for judging the direction of feeding is performed on the basis of an input waveform obtained
on the basis of the detected value of the photosensor 11b or 21b receiving infrared light. It shall be performed on the
basis of the input waveform obtained on the basis of the photosensor 11b. Specifically, the input waveform represents
the relationship of an amount of light transmission (a detected value) to a position on the line L1 of the bill 1, as indicated
by a polygonal line a in Fig. 5.

[0056] The relationship of the amount of light transmission to the position on the line L1 of the bill 1 differs depending
on the direction in which the bill is fed. The relationship of the amount of light transmission to the position on the line
L1 of the bill 1 (hereinafter referred to as a reference waveform for each direction of feeding) is previously found for
each direction of feeding (a direction A, a direction B, a direction C, and a direction D) using a true bill. In Fig. 5, a
reference waveform Ab for each direction of feeding with respect to the direction A and a reference waveform Db for
each direction of feeding with respect to the direction D are illustrated.

[0057] For each reference waveform for each direction, the sum of the squares of the differences between the ref-
erence waveform for each direction and the input waveform a is calculated (step 21). That is, letting di (i=1, 2, 3 ...
m) be the differences between the reference waveform for each direction and the input waveform at positions where
characteristic amounts are read, the sum D of the squares of the differences between the reference waveform for each
direction and the input waveform is expressed by the following equation (1):

D=Zm:diz (D)

[0058] The direction in which the sum D of the squares of the differences is the smallest is taken as the direction in
which the bill is fed (step 22).

[0059] Since dirt such as dirt from the hands generally adheres on a bill circulating on the market, the detected value
is liable to be decreased as a whole.

[0060] Therefore, it is preferable that the level of the input waveform is adjusted by comparing the input waveform
with at least one reference waveform for each direction of feeding, and processing in the step 21 is performed using
the input waveform after the level adjustment.

[0061] The level adjustment is made by making parallel translation of the original input waveform a so that the level
of the input waveform a coincides with the level of a reference waveform b for each direction or feeding, as shown in
Fig. 6. The input waveform after the parallel translation is indicated by a1 in Fig. 6. More specifically, parallel translation
of the original input waveform a is so made that the average value of the differences at the respective positions for
reading between the input waveform a1 after the translation and the reference waveform b for each direction of feeding
becomes zero.

[0062] Positions for reading, which are to be positions where an operation is to be executed (points to be operated),
for calculating the sum of the squares of the differences may not be all positions for reading on the line L1. That is, the
sum of the squares of the differences may be calculated using as the points to be operated a plurality of positions for
reading selected from all the positions for reading on the line L1.

[0063] Reference waveforms for four directions of feeding may be previously prepared for each of three types of
bills, thatis, a 10,000-yen bill, a 5,000-yen bill, and 1,000-yen bill, for example, the sums of the squares of the differences
between the 12 types of reference waveforms for each direction of feeding and the input waveform may be respectively
calculated in the foregoing step 21, and the type of the bill and the direction of feeding in a case where the sum of the
squares of the differences is the smallest may be judged as the type of the bill and the direction of feeding. As a result,
it is possible to judge not only the direction of feeding but also the type of the bill.
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[0064] Fig. 7 shows another example of processing for judging the direction in which a bill is fed.

[0065] The processing for judging the direction in which a bill is fed shall be also performed on the basis of an input
waveform obtained on the basis of the photosensor 11b. Further, a true bill is used as the bill 1, to find for each direction
of feeding the relationship of an amount of light transmission to a position on the line L1 of the bill 1 (hereinafter referred
to as a reference waveform for each direction of feeding).

[0066] A plurality of previously retrieved positions where characteristic amounts are read are used as points to be
operated, to calculate for each reference waveform for each direction of feeding a value corresponding to a variance
of the differences between the reference waveform for each direction of feeding and the input waveform (step 31).
Specifically, letting di (i = 1, 2, 3 ... n) be the differences between the reference waveform for each direction and the
input waveform at positions for reading previously retrieved as points to be operated, and *d be the average value of
the differences di, a value ¢ corresponding to the variance of the differences between the reference waveform for each
direction and the input waveform is expressed by the following equation (2):

o= :'Zl(di—*d)z e (2)

[0067] The direction in which the value ¢ corresponding to the variance of the differences is the smallest is taken as
the direction in which the bill is fed (step 32).

[0068] The reason why the value ¢ corresponding to the variance of the differences is used for judging the direction
in which the bill is fed is as follows. That is, a bill circulating on the market is dirty, so that the detected value is liable
to be decreased as a whole. Therefore, it is preferable to calculate the sum of the squares of the differences between
the input waveform and the reference waveform for each direction of feeding after making parallel translation of the
input waveform so that the average value of errors between the input waveform and the reference waveform for each
direction of feeding becomes zero. The value ¢ corresponding to the variance of the differences is calculated on the
basis of the idea.

[0069] Description is made of a method of retrieving positions for reading which are to be points to be operated.
[0070] The positions for reading which are to be points to be operated are retrieved by optimization processing using
a genetic algorithm (hereinafter referred to as GA).

[0071] An individual 300 is represented as shown in Fig. 8. A polygonal line a shown in Fig. 8 indicates an input
waveform, and a polygonal line b indicates a reference waveform for each direction of feeding. The individual 300 has
genes corresponding to respective positions for reading, and each of the genes takes a value "0" or "1". "0" indicates
that a detected value at the position for reading corresponding to the gene is not taken as a point to be operated, and
"1" indicates that a detected value at the position for reading corresponding to the gene is taken as a point to be
operated.

[0072] The individual is evaluated on the basis of an evaluation function expressed by the following equation (3).
That is, the evaluation function becomes the number of genes taking the value "1".

Evaluation function = the number of positions for reading taken as points to be operated (3)

[0073] Fig. 9 shows the procedure for the optimization processing using GA.

[0074] An initial population is first produced (step 41). That is, a previously set number of individuals are produced
by random numbers. However, only individuals whose rates of correct answers to the judgment of the direction of
feeding (%) are 100 % with respect to all bill data for analysis previously prepared are employed.

[0075] In this example, input waveforms for each of four directions of feeding corresponding to 40 bills are prepared
as bill data for analysis. The direction in which a bill is fed is judged using all the bill data for analysis with respect to
the individuals produced by random numbers. The rate of correct answers to the judgment of the direction of feeding
(%) is calculated with respect to the individuals. The individuals whose rates of correct answers to the judgment of the
direction of feeding are not 100 % are not employed as the initial population. 20 individuals whose rates of correct
answers to the judgment of the direction of feeding are 100 % are thus produced.

[0076] Selection processing is then performed (step 42). Specifically, an evaluated value of each of the individuals
is calculated using the evaluation function, whereby the individuals in the upper half which take low evaluated values
are selected, and the other individuals are discarded. Consequently, ten individuals are selected.

[0077] Two arbitrary individuals are then selected out of the individuals selected in the step 42, and the selected
individuals cross each other (step 43). The individuals cross each other ten times, so that 20 new populations are
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produced. Uniform crossing, for example, is used as the crossing.

[0078] Thereafter, one individual is selected, so that a mutation is developed (step 44). That is, the value of an
arbitrary gene of the selected individual is inverted.

[0079] Random numbers are then added to bill data for analysis previously prepared, to produce data for examining
constraint conditions (step 45). In this example, input waveforms for each of four directions of feeding corresponding
to 40 bills are prepared as the bill data for analysis. Random numbers are added to each of the bill data for analysis,
to produce data for examining constraint conditions.

[0080] Specifically, as shown in Fig. 10, random numbers & in a defined range are produced for each of detected
values at positions where characteristic amounts are read of bill data for analysis ¢, and the produced random numbers
4 are added to the detected value, to produce data for examining constraint conditions d.

[0081] Thereafter, with respect to each of the 20 individuals obtained by the processing in the steps 43 and 44, itis
examined whether or not constraint conditions are satisfied using the data for examining constraint conditions produced
in the step 45 (step 46). Specifically, the direction in which a bill is fed is judged for each individual using all the data
for examining constraint conditions. The rate of correct answers to the judgment of the direction of feeding (%) is
calculated for each individual. Individuals whose rates of correct answers to the judgment of the direction of feeding
are not 100 % are discarded.

[0082] When there exists even one individual whose rate of corrected answers to the judgment of the direction of
feeding is not 100 % (NO in step 47), the program is returned to the step 43, whereby individuals whose number
corresponds to the number of individuals discarded are produced by crossing from the remaining individuals. The
processing in the steps 44 to 47 is performed.

[0083] When the rate of correct answers to the judgment of the direction of feeding becomes 100 % with respect to
all the individuals by repeating the processing in the steps 43 to 47 (YES in step 47), it is judged whether or not
alternation of generations is carried out a predetermined number of times, for example, 1000 times (step 48). When
the alternation of generations is not carried out a predetermined number of times, the program is returned to the step
42, after which the processing in the step 42 and the subsequent steps is performed again.

[0084] When itis judged in the step 48 that the alternation of generations is carried out a predetermined number of
times, the processing is terminated. One individual is selected out of the remaining individuals, and positions where
characteristic amounts are read which correspond to a value "1" in the gene of the selected individual are determined
as points to be operated.

[0085] Description is made of the results of experiments. 200 types of initial populations are advanced to the 1000-th
generation using 160 (40 for each of four directions) bill data for analysis. The rate of corrected answers to the judgment
of the direction of feeding is calculated using 4000 (1000 for each of four directions) bill data for evaluation which differ
from the bill data for analysis every 100 generations.

[0086] Fig. 11 shows the average value of the numbers of points to be operated which are optimized by GA and the
average value of the rates of corrected answers to the judgment of the direction of feeding.

[0087] A polygonal line e in Fig. 11 indicates the results of experiments in a case where random numbers whose
upper limit is 4 are added to previously prepared bill data for analysis, to produce data for examining constraint con-
ditions. A polygonal line fin Fig. 11 indicates the results of experiments in a case where no random numbers are added
to previously prepared bill data for analysis so that the bill data for analysis is used as it is as data for examining
constraint conditions.

[0088] In GA in which no random numbers are added to previously prepared bill data for analysis, the rate of correct
answers to the judgment of the direction of feeding is reduced as alteration of generations proceeds. This is considered
to be a result of retrieval of an answer low in versatility dependent on bill data for analysis. On the other hand, in a
method shown in the above-mentioned embodiment, even if the alternation of generations proceeds, the rate of correct
answers to the judgment of the direction of feeding is high. This is considered to be a result of retrieval of an answer
high in versatility. In order to obtain an answer high in versatility, it is considered that the number of bill data for analysis
is increased. If the number of bill data for analysis is increased, however, it takes long to retrieve the answer.

[0089] Table 1 shows the results of comparison between operation time in a case where processing for judging the
direction of feeding is performed using five points to be operated which are obtained in the above-mentioned embod-
iment and operation time in a case where processing for judging the direction of feeding is performed using continuous
100 points to be operated. As can be seen from the Table, in the processing for judging the direction of feeding using
the method shown in the above-mentioned embodiment, operation time is significantly reduced, as compared with that
in a case where the number of objects to be summed is not decreased.
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TABLE 1
rate of correct answers | operation time
judgment of direction using 5 points to be operated obtained by this 100% 20 msec
method
judgment of direction using 100 points to be operated 100 % 100 msec

[0090] Although in the above-mentioned embodiment, random numbers are added to bill data for analysis previously
prepared in order to improve the rate of correct answers to the judgment of the direction of feeding, to produce data
for examining constraint conditions, no random numbers may be added to the previously prepared bill data for analysis
so that the bill data for analysis is used as it is as data for examining constraint conditions.

[0091] Furthermore, although in the above-mentioned embodiment, the direction in which a value corresponding to
a variance of the differences between detected values at positions where characteristic amounts are read which are
determined as objects to be summed and a previously prepared reference signal for each of four directions of feeding
is the smallest is judged to be the direction of feeding, the direction in which a statistic such as the sum of the squares
of the differences between detected values at positions where characteristic amounts are read which are determined
as objects to be summed and a previously prepared reference signal for each of four directions of feeding and the sum
of the absolute values of the differences is the smallest may be judged to be the direction of feeding.

[5] Description of Processing for Correcting Shift in Conveyance

[0092] Fig. 12 shows the detailed procedure for processing for correcting the shift in conveyance in the step 7 shown
in Fig. 3.

[0093] Processing for correcting the shift in conveyance is performed for each of four types of input waveforms
corresponding to a case where a bill is fed in the reference direction of feeding.

[0094] A width of shift K is first set (step 51). The width of shift K is set to a value between the minimum width of shift
and the maximum width of shift which may occur in the direction of conveyance. The minimum width of shift is first set.
[0095] A waveform obtained by shifting an input waveform in the direction of conveyance by the set width of shift K
(a waveform for calculating a width of shift) is produced (step 52). That is, a waveform c obtained by shifting an input
waveform a in the direction of conveyance by the width of shift K is produced, as shown in Fig. 13.

[0096] Data at a plurality of positions (positions where an operation is to be executed) previously selected as de-
scribed later are then extracted on the basis of the obtained waveform c (step 53). As shown in Fig. 14, the sum of the
absolute values of the differences between the values of the extracted data at the respective positions and the values
of data at corresponding positions of a reference waveform b previously prepared (hereinafter referred to as the sum
of the absolute values) is calculated (step 54).

[0097] If the sum of the absolute values calculated this time is smaller than the minimum value of the sums of the
absolute values so far calculated, the sum of the absolute values is stored as the minimum value of the sum of the
absolute values, and the value of the width of shift K is stored (step 55). When the sum of the absolute values is not
calculated until the processing for correcting the shift in conveyance is started, its calculated value is stored as the
minimum value of the sum of the absolute values.

[0098] It is then judged whether or not the set width of shift K is the maximum value Kmax (step 56). If the set width
of shift K is not the maximum value Kmax, the width of shift K is updated to a value which is larger by a threshold AK
(step 57), after which the program is returned to the step 52. The processing in the steps 52 to 57 is thus repeated.
When the processing in the steps 52 to 55 is performed with respect to the maximum width of shift K, the answer is in
the affirmative in the step 56, after which the program proceeds to the step 58. In the step 58, the input waveform is
shifted by the width of shift K finally stored in the step 55. The shift of the input waveform from the reference waveform
in the direction of conveyance of the bill is corrected.

[0099] Although the sum of the absolute values of the differences between the values of the extracted data at the
respective positions and the values of the data at corresponding positions of the reference waveform b previously
prepared is calculated in the step 54, the sum of the squares of the differences between the values of the extracted
data at the respective positions and the values of the data at corresponding positions of the reference waveform b
previously prepared (hereinafter referred to as the sum of the squares of the differences) may be calculated. In this
case, in the above-mentioned step 55, if the sum of the squares of the differences is smaller than the minimum value
of the sum of the squares of the differences so far calculated, the sum of the squares of the differences is stored as
the minimum value of the sum of the squares of the differences, and the value of the width of shift K is stored.
[0100] Fig. 15 shows a method of finding positions where data is to be extracted (positions where an operation is to
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be executed) in the step 53.

[0101] A width of shift Kis first set (step 61). The width of shift K is set to a value between the minimum width of shift
and the maximum width of shift which may occur in the direction of conveyance. The minimum width of shift is first set.
[0102] A waveform obtained by shifting the reference waveform produced on the basis of a true bill which is not dirty
and is not broken in the direction of conveyance by the set width of shift K (a waveform for calculating a position where
an operation is to be executed) is produced (step 62). The absolute value of the difference for each position between
the obtained waveform and the reference waveform is calculated and stored (step 63).

[0103] Itis then judged whether or not the set width of shift K is the maximum value Kmax (step 64). When the set
width of shift K is not the maximum value, the width of shift K is updated to a value which is larger by a threshold AK
(step 65), after which the program is returned to the step 62. The processing in the steps 62 to 65 is thus repeated.
When the processing in the steps 62 to 63 is performed with respect to the maximum width of shift K, the answer is in
the affirmative in the step 64, after which the program proceeds to the step 66.

[0104] In the step 66, the minimum value of the differences (the absolute values) so far found is found for each
position, and is stored as the minimum value for the position. A predetermined number of positions are selected in
descending order of the minimum values out of the respective positions (step 67). The selected positions are used as
positions where data is to be extracted in the step 53 shown in Fig. 12.

[6] Description of First Precise Judgment Processing

[0105] First precise judgment processing is performed on the basis of an input waveform based of infrared light
corresponding to the line L1 and an input waveform based on infrared light corresponding to the line L2 out of four
types of input waveforms after performing the processing for correcting the shift in conveyance.

[0106] Since judgment processing using the input waveform based on infrared light corresponding to the line L1 and
judgment processing using the input waveform based on infrared light corresponding to the line L2 are the same
processing, description is made of only the first precise judgment processing performed on the basis of the input
waveform based on infrared light corresponding to the line L1.

[0107] Description is now made of the idea of the first precise judgment processing. The dirt of a bill is not uniform
in respective portions of the bill. Therefore, a forecast model of variation components caused by the dirt, the wrinkle,
and the like of respective portions on the line L1 in a case where it is assumed that a true bill is fed in the reference
direction (hereinafter merely referred to as a forecast model of dirt components) is previously produced.

[0108] Random components on the line L1 of a bill to be examined are extracted on the basis of the input waveform
based on infrared light corresponding to the line L1 after performing the processing for correcting the shift in convey-
ance.

[0109] Dirt components on the line L1 of the bill to be examined are predicted on the basis of the random components
on the line L1 found from the bill to be examined and the forecast model of dirt components on the line L1. The distri-
bution of random components on the line L1 found from the bill to be examined and the predicted distribution of dirt
components on the line L1 of the bill to be examined are compared with each other, to find a value relating to a prediction
error. If the value relating to the found prediction error exceeds a predetermined range, it is judged that the bill is a
false bill.

[0110] Fig. 16 shows the procedure for processing for producing a forecast model of dirt components. Description
is made of a case where a forecast model of dirt components corresponding to the line L1 in a case where it is assumed
that a bill is fed in the reference direction is produced.

[0111] An input waveform representing the relationship of an amount of transmission of infrared light to each of
positions on the line L1 is first produced with respect to each of a plurality of true bills actually used (hereinafter referred
to as sample bills), as shown in Fig. 17 (step 71).

[0112] One reference waveform as shown in Fig. 18 is produced on the basis of the input waveform corresponding
to each of the sample bills (step 72). Data at each of positions of the reference waveform is found by calculating the
average value of corresponding positions of the input waveform corresponding to each of the sample bills, for example.
[0113] The difference from the reference waveform is then calculated for the input waveform corresponding to each
of the sample bills, so that the distribution of variation components such as dirt and wrinkle is produced for each sample
bill, as shown in Fig. 19 (step 73).

[0114] Learning data as shown in Fig. 20 is produced by arranging the distributions of the variation components for
the respective sample bills in a time series (step 74).

[0115] A forecast model of dirt components corresponding to the line L1 is then produced on the basis of the learning
data (step 75).

[0116] Thatis, an autoregressive model (a forecast model of dirt components) as expressed by the following equation
(4) is first produced by taking the learning data as a periodic time series signal:
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X(n)=a, - X(n-1) + a, - X(n-2)+---+ap - X(n-p) (4)

[0117] In the foregoing equation (4), X(n) represents dirt at the present time, and X(n-1) to X(n-p) represent dirt at
past times. Further, a, to a, represent prediction factors. The prediction factors a, to a, are determined by a method
of least squares, for example, so that the prediction precision is the highest.

[0118] A forecast model of dirt components corresponding to the line L2 of the bill is produced in the same manner.
[0119] Fig. 21 shows the procedure for the first precise judgment processing.

[0120] Description is made of the first precise judgment processing performed on the basis of the input waveform
based on infrared light corresponding to the line L1 after performing the processing for correcting the shift in convey-
ance.

[0121] Thedifference between an input waveform based on infrared light corresponding to the line L1 after performing
the processing for correcting the shift in conveyance as shown in Fig. 22 and the reference waveform shown in Fig.
18 is first calculated, whereby the distribution of random components as shown in Fig. 23 is produced (step 81).
[0122] Dirt components on the line L1 of the bill to be examined are predicted on the basis of the random components
on the line L1 found from the bill to be examined and the forecast model of dirt components on the line L1 (step 82).
That s, the dirt component X(n) at certain time (at a certain position) on the line L1 of the bill to be examined is obtained
by substituting X(n-1), X(n-2), ... X(n-p) in data representing the random components into the above-mentioned equa-
tion (4). Consequently, the predicted distribution of dirt components on the line L1 of the bill to be examined is obtained,
as shown in Fig. 24.

[0123] The distribution of random components on the line L1 found from the bill to be examined and the predicted
distribution of dirt components on the line L1 of the bill to be examined are compared with each other, to find the sum
of the squares of prediction errors (a value relating to prediction errors) (step 83). That is, the sum of the squares of
the differences in respective portions between the distribution of random components on the line L1 and the predicted
distribution of dirt components of the bill to be examined is found. The truth is judged by comparing the found value
relating to prediction errors and a predetermined range with each other (step 84). If the found value relating to prediction
errors exceeds the predetermined range, it is judged that the bill is a false bill.

[0124] The above-mentioned autoregressive model may be replaced with a forecast model using a neural network,
as shown in Fig. 25. The neural network is composed of an input layer 201, an intermediate layer 202, and an output
layer 203, as well known.

[0125] The learning of the neural network is performed on the basis of the learning data obtained in the foregoing
step 74. Specifically, the learning of the neural network is performed using the data X(n-1), X(n-2), ... X(n-p) representing
the past times as input patterns and using the data X(n) representing the present time as teacher data.

[0126] The data X(n-1), X(n-2), ... X(n-p) representing the past times corresponding to certain present time n in the
distribution of random components produced in the foregoing step 81 are inputted to the neural network after the
learning, whereby the data X(n) representing the present time n is outputted from the neural network.

[0127] A multiple regression model may be used as a forecast model of dirt components of a bill.

[0128] When the multiple regression model is used as the forecast model of dirt components of the bill, dirt Z at a
certain position on the bill is represented by the following equation (5), for example:

Z=a; Y tay, Yotaz - Ygta, Y, (5)

[0129] In the above-mentioned equation (5), Y, is the amount of change representing the position of data to be an
object, Y, is the amount of change representing the variation in data representing the amount of transmission, Y5 is
the amount of change representing the concentration of ink, and Y, is the amount of change representing the degree
of degradation of paper. Further, a,, a,, a3, and a, are weighting factors, and are previously found on the basis of the
amounts of change Y4, Y5, Y3, and Y, obtained from a plurality of true bills (sample bills).

[0130] The amounts of change Y4, Y5, Y3, and Y, obtained from the bill to be examined are substituted into the
equation (5), whereby dirt X corresponding to each position on the bill to be examined is calculated.

[0131] Inthis case, the amount of change Y, representing the position of data is obtained from an encoder connected
to a conveying motor in a case where the bill is accepted, for example.

[0132] Anexample of the amount of change Y, representing the variation in data is a variance disp of the differences
between an input waveform representing an amount of transmission obtained from the bill to be examined and a
reference waveform representing an amount of transmission obtained from the plurality of sample bills (the reference
waveform shown in Fig. 18, for example). The variance disp is found by the following equation (6), letting di (i = 1, 2,
3 ... n) be the differences between the input waveform and the reference waveform at respective positions on the bill
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to be examined, and *d be the average value of the differences di:

3" (di - *d)?
disp=-ou .. (6)

n-—1

[0133] Furthermore, an example of the amount of change Y5 representing the concentration of ink is a variance ink
of the differences between a detected waveform representing the concentration of the ink obtained from the bill to be
examined and a reference waveform representing the concentration of ink found from the plurality of sample bills. That
is, if the variance ink is large, the difference between white and black is large, so that it is judged that the ink is thick.
If the variance ink is small, the difference between white and black is small, so that it is judged that the ink is thin. The
variance ink is found by the following equation (7), letting ei (i = 1, 2, 3 ... n) be the differences between the detected
value of the concentration of the ink and a reference value of the concentration of the ink at respective positions, and
*e be the average value of the differences ei:

i(ei —*¢)?

ink =2 —0w (D
n-1

[0134] Furthermore, an example of the amount of change Y, representing the degree of degradation of paper is the
average value *f of the differences between a detected value of a transmission rate in a white portion of the bill to be
examined and a reference value of transmission rates in white portions of the plurality of sample bills. The average
value *f is found by the following equation (8), letting Qi be the transmission rates at respective positions in the white
portion of the bill to be examined and Si(i = 1, 2, 3 ... n) be reference values of the transmission rates at the respective
positions in the white portions of the sample bills:

" (0i - Si)
Yf=H— . (8)

n

[0135] Furthermore, the multiple regression model may be replaced with a forecast model using a neural network.
Specifically, the learning of the neural network is performed using as the amounts of change Y4, Y,, Y5, and Y, corre-
sponding to the respective positions obtained from the plurality of sample bills as input patterns and using the dirt at
the positions obtained from the plurality of sample bills as teacher data.

[0136] The amounts of change Y, Y,, Y3, and Y, at the respective positions obtained from the bill to be examined
are inputted to the neural network after the learning, whereby the dirt Z at each of the positions is outputted from the
neural network.

[7] Description of Second Precise Judgment Processing

[0137] Second precise judgment processing is performed on the basis of an input waveform based on red light
corresponding to the line L1 and an input waveform based on red light corresponding to the line L2 out of four types
of input waveforms after performing the processing for correcting the shift in conveyance. In both judgment processing
using the input waveform based on red light corresponding to the line L1 and judgment processing using the input
waveform based on red light corresponding to the line L2, only when it is judged that a bill to be examined is a true
bill, itis judged that the bill to be examined is a true bill. Thatis, the answer is in the negative in the step 11 shown in Fig. 3.
[0138] Since the judgment processing using the input waveform based on red light corresponding to the line L1 and
the judgment processing using the input waveform based on red light corresponding to the line L2 are the same process-
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ing, description is made of only the judgment processing using the input waveform based on red light corresponding
to the line L1.

[0139] Fig. 26 shows the detailed procedure for the second precise judgment processing in the step 10 shown in
Fig. 3.

[0140] Input waveforms corresponding to the line L1 are produced using red light with respect to a plurality of true
bills (sample bills), and one reference waveform is previously produced from the input waveforms. A mask representing
a position where a characteristic amount is read, which is to be a position where an operation is to be executed, on
the line L1 is previously prepared by a method as described later. In this example, as shown in Fig. 27 and 28, two
types of masks 101 and 102 shall be prepared. In Figs. 27 and 28, squares of each of the masks 101 and 102 correspond
to respective positions where characteristic amounts are read on the line L1. The square in which "1" is written indicates
that its position is a point to be operated, and the square in which "0" is written indicates that its position is not a point
to be operated.

[0141] Matching processing using the first mask 101 is first performed (step 91). Specifically, the difference between
the input waveform based on red light corresponding to the line L1 and the reference waveform corresponding to the
line L1 is found for each of the positions where characteristic amounts are read, which are to be positions where an
operation is to be executed, represented by the first mask 101 is found, and the sum of the squares of the differences
therebetween at the respective positions (hereinafter referred to as the sum of the squares of the differences) is cal-
culated.

[0142] It is judged whether or not the obtained sum of the squares of the differences is not more than a threshold
(step 92). When the obtained sum of the squares of the differences is more than the threshold (YES in step 92), it is
judged that the bill to be examined is a false bill (step 95). Consequently, in this case, the answer is in the affirmative
in the step 11 shown in Fig. 3.

[0143] When the obtained sum of the squares of the differences is not more than the threshold (NO in step 92),
matching processing using the second mask 102 is performed (step 93). Specifically, the difference between the input
waveform based on red light corresponding to the line L1 and the reference waveform corresponding to the line L1 is
found for each of the positions where characteristic amounts are read, which are to be positions where an operation
to be executed, represented by the second mask 102 is found, and the sum of the squares of the differences there-
between at the respective positions (hereinafter referred to as the sum of the squares of the differences) is calculated.
[0144] It is judged whether or not the obtained sum of the squares of the differences is not more than a threshold
(step 94). When the obtained sum of the squares of the differences is more than the threshold (YES in step 94), it is
judged that the bill to be examined is a false bill (step 95). Consequently, in this case, the answer is in the affirmative
in the step 11 shown in Fig. 3.

[0145] When the obtained sum of the squares of the differences is not more than the threshold (NO in step 94), itis
judged that the bill to be examined is a true bill (step 96).

[0146] Description is made of a method of producing a mask. The mask is produced by optimization processing
using a genetic algorithm (hereinafter referred to as GA).

[0147] An individual is represented as shown in Fig. 8, as described in the processing for judging the direction in
which a bill is fed. The individual has genes corresponding to respective positions where characteristic amounts are
read, and each of the genes takes a value "0" or "1". "0" indicates that a detected value of the position for reading
corresponding to the gene is not taken as a point to be operated, and "1" indicates that a detected value of the position
for reading corresponding to the gene is taken as a point to be operated.

[0148] In this example, input waveforms corresponding to a plurality of true bills are prepared as true bill data for
analysis, and input waveforms corresponding to a plurality of false bills are prepared as false bill data for analysis.
[0149] Fig. 29 illustrates the sum of the squares of the differences between bill data for analysis corresponding to a
certain individual and a reference waveform (the sum of the squares of the differences) and a distribution curve S of
the sum of the squares of the differences between true bill data for analysis corresponding to the individual and the
reference waveform.

[0150] The sum of the squares of the differences between the bill data for analysis corresponding to a certain indi-
vidual and a reference waveform is prepared by performing the following operation with respect to the respective bill
data for analysis. Specifically, the differences between the bill data for analysis and the reference waveform are found
for respective points to be operated represented by the individual, and the sum of the squares of the differences is found.
[0151] In Fig. 29, a square mark represents the sum of the squares of the differences corresponding to each of the
true bill data for analysis, and a triangular mark represents the sum of the squares of the differences corresponding to
each of the false bill data for analysis.

[0152] The individual is evaluated on the basis of a distance scale R expressed by the following equation (9):
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[0153] In the equation (9), R represents the distance scale. Fmin represents the minimum value of the sums of the
squares of the differences corresponding to the false bill data for analysis. u represents the average value of the
distributions of the sums of the squares of the differences corresponding to the true bill data for analysis. Further, ¢
represents the standard deviation of the distributions of the sums of the squares of the differences corresponding to
the true bill data for analysis.

[0154] Fig. 30 shows the procedure for optimization processing using GA.

[0155] An initial population is first produced (step 101). That is, a previously set number of individuals are produced
by random numbers. The number of points to be operated of each of the produced individuals shall be not more than
ten. The distance scales R are calculated using all the bill data for analysis with respect to the individuals produced
by the random numbers. 20 individuals are produced in descending order of the distance scales R.

[0156] Selection processing is then performed (step 102). Specifically, the distance scales R corresponding to the
respective individuals are calculated, whereby the individuals in the upper half which have large distance scales R are
selected, and the other individuals are discarded. Consequently, ten individuals are selected.

[0157] Two arbitrary individuals are then selected out of the individuals selected in the step 102, and the selected
individuals cross each other (step 103). The individuals cross each other ten times, so that 20 new populations are
produced. Uniform crossing, for example, is used as the crossing.

[0158] Thereafter, one individual is selected, so that a mutation is developed (step 104). That is, the value of an
arbitrary gene of the selected individual is inverted.

[0159] Itis then examined whether or not each of the 20 individuals obtained by the processing in the foregoing steps
103 and 104 satisfies constraint conditions (step 105). That is, it is examined for each individual whether or not the
number of points to be operated is not more than ten. Individuals having points to be operated whose number exceeds
ten are discarded.

[0160] When there exists even one individual which does not satisfy the constraint conditions (NO in step 106), the
program is returned to the step 103. In the step 103, individuals whose number corresponds to the number of individuals
discarded are produced by crossing from the remaining individuals. The processing in the steps 104 to 106 is performed.
[0161] When all the individuals satisfy the constraint conditions by repeating the processing in the steps 104 to 106
(YES in step 106), it is judged whether or not alternation of generations is carried out a predetermined number of times,
for example, 300 times (step 107). When the alternation of generations is not performed a predetermined number of
times, the program is returned to the step 102, after which the processing in the step 102 and the subsequent steps
is performed again.

[0162] When it is judged in the step 107 that the alternation of generations is carried out a predetermined number
of times, the processing is terminated.

[0163] Two individuals having large distance scales R are selected out of the remaining individuals. Masks corre-
sponding to the selected two individuals are produced. One of the masks is taken as a first mask, and the other mask
is taken as a second mask.

[0164] Although in the above-mentioned second precise judgment processing, matching processing in two steps is
performed using the two masks, matching processing in three or more steps may be performed using three or more
masks. Alternatively, matching processing in only one step may be performed using one mask.

[0165] Although in the above-mentioned embodiment, the first precise judgment processing is performed on the
basis of the input waveform based on infrared light, and the second precise judgment processing is performed on the
basis of the input waveform based on red light, the first precise judgment processing may be performed on the basis
of the input waveform based on red light, and the second precise judgment processing may be performed on the basis
of the input waveform based on infrared light. Further, the first precise judgment processing and the second precise
judgment processing may be performed on the basis of the input waveform based on infrared light. Alternatively, both
the first precise judgment processing and the second precise judgment processing may be performed on the basis of
the input waveform based on red light.

Industrial Applicability

[0166] A method of judging the truth of a paper type and a method of judging the direction in which a paper type is
fed are useful in judging the truth of a fed bill in money changing machines, various types of automatic vending ma-
chines, and the like.

Claims

1. A method of calculating the width of shift of a waveform representing a characteristic amount of a paper type,
comprising:
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a first step of reading, from a plurality of portions in the direction of conveyance of a paper type to be examined,
characteristic amounts of the paper type, to produce an input waveform representing the characteristic amount
corresponding to a position in the direction of conveyance of said paper type;

a second step of setting a plurality of widths of shift in the direction of conveyance of the input waveform from
a reference waveform between a predetermined minimum width of shift and a predetermined maximum width
of shift, to produce for each of the set widths of shift a plurality of waveforms for calculating the width of shift
which are obtained by shifting the input waveform in the direction of conveyance;

a third step of calculating for each of the produced waveforms for calculating the width of shift a value corre-
sponding to the sum of the differences between the waveform for calculating the width of shift and a reference
waveform previously produced at a plurality of predetermined

positions where an operation is to be executed out of positions in the direction of conveyance; and

a fourth step of determining that the width of shift corresponding to the waveform for calculating the width of
shift in which the calculated value corresponding to the sum of the differences is the smallest is the width of
shift in the direction of conveyance of said input waveform from said reference waveform.

The method according to claim 1, wherein
the value corresponding to the sum of the differences is the sum of the absolute values of the differences.

The method according to claim 1, wherein
the value corresponding to the sum of the differences is the sum of the squares of the differences.

The method according to any one of claims 1, 2 and 3, wherein

the plurality of positions where an operation is to be executed which are used in said third step are found by
setting a plurality of widths of shift in the direction of conveyance of the input waveform from the reference waveform
between the predetermined minimum width of shift and the predetermined maximum width of shift, producing for
each of the set widths of shift a plurality of waveforms for calculating the positions where an operation is to be
executed which are obtained by shifting said reference waveform in the direction of conveyance, calculating for
each of the produced waveforms for calculating the positions where an operation is to be executed the absolute
values of the differences from said reference waveform at the respective positions in the direction of conveyance,
extracting for each of the positions in the direction of conveyance the minimum value out of the calculated absolute
values of the differences with respect to the position, and selecting a predetermined number of positions in de-
scending order of the extracted minimum values out of all the positions.
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