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(57)  Alid for a mug or the like container for bever-
ages includes a base body (4), wherein the base body
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a sidewall (8) and a bottom wall (9), said recess (10)
forming a receiving space for food or the like. According
to the invention the bottom wall is located in the axial
direction of the base body (4) in a plane defined by the
lower rim (25) of the base body (4) or in a plane spaced
apart from the plane defined by the lower rim (25) to-
wards the upper rim of the base body (4), such that the
bottom wall (9) does not protrude over the lower rim (25)
of the base body (4).

3

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 1 566 345 A1 2

Description

[0001] The invention relates to a lid as defined in the
preamble of claim 1 for a mug or the like container for
beverages.

[0002] The containers in question are well-known and
are e. g. used for serving softdrinks or coffee. The known
containers may be manufactured from plastics or card-
board and have a substantially cylindrical or frusto-con-
ical shape with a bottom and an opening on their upper
side.

[0003] In order to prevent the user from pouring the
beverage which is received in the container it is known
to use a lid for sealing the container. The known lids are
manufactured from cardboard or plastics. For fixing the
lid on the container fixing means are provided. The fixing
means may €. g. be formed by a circular groove on the
lid into which the upper rim of the container fits thereby
fixing the lid on the container.

[0004] The known lids are provided with an opening
through which a straw may be introduced into the con-
tainer such that the beverage may be consumed by
means of said straw.

[0005] A lid as defined in the preamble of claim 1 is
known from WO 02/05691 A2. The known lid includes
a base body, wherein the base body includes at least
one recess which is defined by a sidewall and a bottom
wall, said recess forming a receiving space for food or
the like.

[0006] Similar lids are known from US 2003/0054078
A1, US 2002/0192338 A1 and US 2003/0157224 A1.
[0007] EP 0 965 539 A1 discloses a reusable device
for the separate carrying and combined consumption of
foodstuffs.

[0008] WO 03/106292 A1 discloses a drink container
for combining a powder with a liquid.

[0009] US4 183444 discloses a lid having an integral
hanger.
[0010] EP 1 371 309 A1 discloses a method for de-

tachably fastening a snack to a glass.

[0011] It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a lid as defined in the preamble of claim 1 which
with respect to the known lids is improved.

[0012] This object is achieved by a lid as defined in
claim 1.
[0013] The lid according to the invention provides a

receiving space for food or the like on the lid. For this
purpose, the base body includes a recess which is de-
fined by a sidewall and a bottom wall, said recess form-
ing a receiving space for food or the like. With the lid
according to the invention the user may place food, e.
g. peanuts, sweets or fast food in the receiving space of
the lid such that he may carry the beverage and the food
simultaneously by one hand. Therefore the handling of
the beverage and food is convenient. According to the
invention the bottom wall is located in the axial direction
of the base body in a plane defined by the lower rim of
the base body or in a plane spaced apart from the lower
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rim towards the upper rim of the base body, such that
the bottom wall does not protrude over the lower rim of
the base body. Since the lower wall of the recess does
not protrude over the lower rim of the base body, it does
not come in contact with liquid received in the base body.
Consequently, liquid received in the base body does not
adhere to the lid when the lid is removed from the base
body. This allows for a more hygienic and more comfort-
able handling of the lid.

[0014] The material, size and shape of the lid accord-
ing to the invention may be varied within wide ranges.
[0015] In order to obtain a simple structure, it is pre-
ferred that the base body includes a flange for position-
ing the lid on the rim of a container to be sealed by the
lid. In this embodiment, the flange may include a circular
groove into which in the sealing position, in which the
container is sealed by the lid the upper rim of the con-
tainer fits.

[0016] According to a preferred embodiment the base
body includes a preferably continuous circumferentinal
sidewall which extends upwardly from the flange up to
an upper rim of the base body from which the recess
extends downwardly.

[0017] According to a further preferred embodiment
the recess extends along a substantial part of the diam-
eter of the container. Thereby, the receiving space is fur-
ther enlarged.

[0018] Furthermore, in order to obtain an enlarged re-
ceiving space defined by the recess it is preferred that
the recess extends along at least approximately 50 per
cent, preferably approximately 75 per cent of the diam-
eter of the container and/or that the depth of the recess
corresponds to at least approximately 20 per cent, pref-
erably at least approximately 50 per cent, in particular
at least approximately 70 per cent of its diameter.
[0019] According to a further preferred embodiment
the receiving space is substantially symmetrical with re-
spect to rotation wherein preferably the receiving space
has a substantially cylindrical shape or has a substan-
tially conical or frusto-conical shape.

[0020] According to an extraordinarily advantageous
embodiment, the base body includes retaining means
for retaining a food packaging, in particular a small plas-
tics bag or the like. In this embodiment, the food pack-
aging may be retained on the lid. E. g., if the food pack-
aging is a small plastics bag containing a snack product,
e. g. chips, first the unopened plastics bag may be at-
tached to the container by means of the retaining means
until the consumer wishes to consume the chips. Then,
the user opens the plastics bag and starts to consume
the chips. Simultaneously, the receiving space may con-
tain e. g. a dip, a sauce or the like to be consumed to-
gether with the chips.

[0021] With the before-mentioned embodiment, pref-
erably the retaining means are arranged for retaining the
food packaging in a detachable manner.

[0022] The structure of the retaining means may be
varied within wide ranges. According to one preferred
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embodiment, the retaining means include clamping
means.

[0023] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the retaining means include glue means. With this em-
bodiment, the retaining means may be manufactured at
very low costs.

[0024] According to a further embodiment, the glue
means may include at least one gluestrip.

[0025] The position of the retaining means on the lid
may be varied within wide ranges. According to a further
embodiment which is easy to use and which may be
manufactured at low costs, the retaining means are lo-
cated on the retaining part which is connected to the
base body in a hinge-like manner.

[0026] According to a further embodiment which may
be manufactured at very low costs, the base body is
manufactured from plastics or the like.

[0027] Ifahotbeverage, e. g. coffee ortea, is received
within the container, it is preferred that the base body of
the lid is at least partially manufactured from a thermo-
insulating material. With this embodiment, the thermo-
insulation is improved so that in use the hot beverage is
kept warm as long as possible.

[0028] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the base body is composed of at least two parts.
[0029] In the embodiment with the thermo-insulating
material and the two-part structured base body it is pre-
ferred that at least one of the parts is made from a ther-
mo-insulating material.

[0030] According to a further preferred embodiment
the base body includes an inner part and an outer part
which are shaped substantially complementary to each
other such that one of the parts may be inserted into the
other.

[0031] According to yet a further embodiment, the in-
ner part is made from a thermo-insulating material.
[0032] A mug or the like container for beverages ac-
cording to the invention is defined in claim 22.

[0033] Theinvention will be explained in greater detail
with reference to the accompanying drawings which
show an embodiment of the invention wherein all fea-
tures which are described in the specification or which
are shown in the drawings define the subject matter of
the invention, either taken alone or in arbitrary combi-
nation with each other, regardless of the combination in
the claims and the dependency of the claims as well as
regardless of the wording used in the specification and
the representations used in the drawings.

[0034] In the drawings:

Fig. 1 shows a first side view of a lid according to an
embodiment of the invention,

Fig. 2  shows a further side view of the lid according
to Fig. 1,

Fig. 3 shows a top plan view of the lid according to
Fig. 1,

Fig. 4  shows a sectional view along a line A-A in Fig.
2,
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Fig. 5 shows a perspective view of the lid according
to Fig. 1 and

Fig. 6  showsthelidaccording to Fig. 1 sealinga mug.

[0035] Fig. 1 shows an embodiment of a lid according

to the invention for a mug or the like container for bev-
erages. The lid 2 includes a base body 4 which includes
a substantially circular flange 6 for positioning the lid 2
on the rim of a container to be sealed by the lid 2 as it
will be explained in greater detail below with reference
to Fig. 5.

[0036] In this embodiment, the lid 2 is made from thin
transparent plastics. The base body 4 includes a con-
tinuous circumferential sidewall 8 which seen in the plan
view (see Fig. 3) has a substantially circular shape and
which in combination with a bottom wall 9 defines a re-
cess 10 which forms a receiving space for food or the
like.

[0037] Furthermore, the lid 2 includes retaining
means for retaining a food packaging on the lid, in par-
ticular a small plastics bag or the like. In this embodi-
ment, the retaining means are located on a strip-like re-
taining part 14 which is integral with the base body 4
and which is connected to the base body 4 in a hinge-
like manner. In order to form a hinge 16, the flange 6 the
material of the retaining part 14 is weakened adjacent
to the flange 6.

[0038] Fig. 2 shows a further side view of the lid 2. In
order to consume a beverage which is received in a con-
tainer (not shown in Fig. 2) which is sealed by the lid 2,
the lid 2 includes an opening 18 through which a straw
may be introduced into the container.

[0039] Fig. 3 shows atop plan view of the lid 2. As can
be seenin Fig. 3, the sidewall 8 and the recess 10 have
a substantially circular shape when seen in the plan
view. As furthermore can be seen in Fig. 3, the opening
18 is positioned adjacent to the rim of the base body 4
wherein the wall 8 has an inwardly directed indentation
20 adjacent to the opening 18. As furthermore can be
seen from Fig. 3, the retaining part 14 has the shape of
a substantially rectangular flat strip. In this embodiment,
the retaining means include glue means in the form of
a single gluestrip 22 which is positioned on the upper
side of the retaining part 14.

[0040] The base body 4 furthermore includes an up-
wardly directed circular indentation 24 which defines a
groove into which in the sealing position in which the lid
2 seals a container, the rim of the container fits.

[0041] Fig. 4 shows a sectional view along a line A-A
in Fig. 2. As can be seen in Fig. 4, the recess 10 is sub-
stantially dome-shaped and extends downwardly from
the upper rim 12 of the wall 8. According to the invention
the bottom wall 9 of the recess 10 is located in the axial
direction of the base body 4 in a plane-spaced apart
from a plane defined by a lower rim 25 of the base body
4 towards the upper rim of the base body 4 such that
the bottom wall 9 does not protrude over the lower rim
25 of the base body 4 as can be seenin Fig. 4. However,
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according to the invention the bottom wall 9 may be lo-
cated in a plane defined by the lower rim 25 of the base
body 4. In the terms of the invention the lower rim 25 of
the base body 4 is the rim of the base body 4 which faces
the container if the lid 2 is mounted on a container.
[0042] In this embodiment, the receiving space de-
fined by the recess 10 is substantially symmetrical with
respect to a rotation axis 26 and has a slightly frusto-
conical, almost cylindrical shape. As can be seen in Fig.
4, in the area between the flange 6 and the upper rim
12 the wall 8 is a double wall defined by an outer wall
portion 8' and an inner wall portion 8". As can be seen
from Fig. 4, in this embodiment the base body 4 of the
lid 2 has a two-part structure including an outer part 4'
and an inner part 4". In this embodiment the outer part
4' is made from a thin-walled transparent plastics while
the inner part 4" is made from a foamed, thermo-isulat-
ing plastics. As furthermore can be seen from Fig. 4, the
inner wall of the outer part 4 is shaped substantially com-
plementary to the outer wall of the inner part 4".

[0043] Fig. 5 shows a perspective view of the lid 2.
[0044] Fig. 6 shows a side view of the lid 2 in a sealing
position in which the lid 2 seals a container 28 in which
a cold beverage, e. g. a softdrink, or a hot beverage, e.
g. coffee or tea, is received. In Fig. 6, a dotted line 30
designates a level up to which the container 28 is filled
with the beverage. For sealing the container 28 by the
lid 2, the lid 2 is positioned on the upper rim of the con-
tainer 28 wherein the upper rim of the container 28 fits
into the groove defined by the upwardly directed inden-
tation 24 such that the lid 2 is fixed on the container 28
in a force-locking manner. As can be seen from Fig. 6,
in the sealing position the lower wall 9 and therefore the
recess 10 does not protrude over the lower rim 25 of the
base body 4 such that a contact between liquid received
in the container 28 and the lid 2 is avoided.

[0045] In use, the retaining means formed by the
gluestrip 22 may be used to retain a food package on
the lid 2. In this embodiment, a small plastics bag 34
containing chips has been glued to the lid 2 by the user
of the container 28. In order to glue the plastics bag 34
to the lid, the user first removes a cover of the gluestrip,
e. g. a strip of paper, from the gluestrip 24 and then
brings the plastics bag 34 in contact with the gluestrip
22 to whichitadheres. In this retaining position, the plas-
tics bag 34 is retained on the lid 2 so that the user may
carry the container 28 and the plastics bag 34 by one
hand.

[0046] When the user wishes to consume the chips,
he opens the plastics bag 34. Simultaneously, the re-
ceiving space may contain a dip, a sauce or the like to
be consumed with the chips. Accordingly, the user may
carry the beverage, the chips and the sauce by one hand
in a very comfortable manner. The user may take the
chips out of the plastics bag and dip them into the sauce
and may consume the beverage by means of a straw 36.
[0047] Inthe embodiment shown in the drawings, the
largest diameter D1 (see Fig. 1) of the recess corre-
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sponds to approximately 75 per cent of the inner diam-
eter of the container such that in the embodiment the
recess extends along at least approximately 75 per cent
of the diameter of the container. Furthermore, the depth
(D2) of the recess corresponds to approximately 75 per
cent of its largest diameter (D1). Therefore, a large re-
ceiving space for food is defined by the recess 10.
[0048] If a hot beverage is received in the container
28 it is preferred that the base body 4 of the lid 2 is at
least partially manufactured from a thermo-insulating
material. In particular, the base body 4 may include an
inner part 4' and an outer part 4" which at least partially
are shaped substantially complementary to each other
as it has been described with reference to Fig. 4. The
outer part may be embodied as it has been described
above for the base body 4 which in case of a two-part-
structure may form the outer part. In addition, an inner
part may be provided which is shaped substantially
complementary to the outer part and which may be man-
ufactured from a thermo-insulating material, e.g. a
foamed polystyrene. In use, the inner part is received
between the outer part and the container 28 thereby
thermo-insulating the lid 2.

Claims

1. Lid for a mug or the like container for beverages,
including a base body (4),
wherein the base body (4) includes at least one re-
cess (10) which is defined by a sidewall (8) and a
bottom wall (9), said recess (10) forming a receiving
space for food or the like,
characterized in that
the bottom wall (9) is located in the axial direction
of the base body (4) in a plane defined by the lower
rim (25) of the base body (4) or in a plane spaced
apart from the plane defined by the lower rim (25)
towards the upper rim of the base body (4), such
that the bottom wall (9) does not protrude over the
lower rim (25) of the base body (4).

2. Lid asclaimedinclaim 1, characterized in that the
base body (4) includes a flange (6) for positioning
the lid (2) on the rim of a container (28) to be sealed
by the lid (2).

3. Lidasclaimedinclaim 1 or 2, characterized in that
the base body (4) includes a preferably continuous
circumferential sidewall (8) which extends upwardly
from the flange (6) up to an upper rim (12) of the
base body (4) from which the recess (10) extends
downwardly.

4. Lid as claimed in any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that the recess (10) extends along a
substantial part of the diameter of the container (28)
to be sealed by the lid (2).
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Lid as claimed in any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that the recess (10) extends along at
least approximately 50 per cent, preferably approx-
imately 75 per cent of the diameter of the container
(28) to be sealed by the lid (2).

Lid as claimed in any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that the depth (D2) of the recess (10)
corresponds to at least approximately 20 per cent,
preferably atleast approximately 50 per cent, in par-
ticular at least approximately 70 per cent of its di-
ameter (D1).

Lid as claimed in any of the preceding claims, cha-
racerized in that the receiving space is substan-
tially symmetrical with respect to rotation.

Lid as claimed in claim 7, characterized in that the
receiving space has a substantially cylindrical
shape.

Lid as claimed in claim 7 or 8, characterized in that
the receiving space has a substantially conical or
frusto-conical shape.

Lid as claimed in any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that the base body (4) includes retain-
ing means for retaining a food packaging on the lid,
in particular a small plastics bag or the like.

Lid as claimed in claim 10, characterized in that
the retaining means are arranged for retaining the
food packaging in a detachable manner.

Lid as claimed in claim 10 or 11, characterized in
that the retaining means include clamping means.

Lid as claimed in any of the preceding claims 10 to
12, characterized in that the retaining means in-
clude glue means.

Lid as claimed in claim 13, characterized in that
the glue means include at least one gluestrip (22).

Lid as claimed in any of the preceding claims 10 to
14, characterized in that the retaining means are
located on a retaining part (14) which is connected
to the base body (4) in a hinge-like manner.

Lid as claimed in any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that the base body (4) is manufactured
from plastics or the like.

Lid as claimed in any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that the base body (4) is at least par-
tially manufactured from a thermo-insulating mate-
rial.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

Lid as claimed in any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that the base body (4) is composed of
at least two parts.

Lid as claimed in claim 17 and 18, characterized
in that at least one of the parts is manufactured
from a thermo-insulating material.

Lid as claimed in claim 17, characterized in that
the base body (4) includes an inner part (4") and an
outer part (4') which at least partially are shaped
substantially complementary to each other such
that one of the parts (4") may be inserted into the
other (4').

Lid as claimed in claims 17 and 20, characterized
in that the inner part (4") is made from a thermo-
insulating material.

Mug or the like container for beverages, character-
ized in that it includes a lid (2) as claimed in any of
the preceding claims.
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