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(54) A foldable cradle

(57) This cradle comprises an articulated metal
framework being formed by an upper frame, four legs
and a base structure. The cradle is characterised in that
a shrouding is fitted to each of the four legs of the cradle,
said shrouding being for each of said legs formed by a
respective upright, rigid piece having an angular cross-
section, a shrouding being upperly fitted between said
upright, rigid pieces and being thereby applied on the
four upper frame side members, this latter shrouding be-

ing for each of said side members made up by a respec-
tive semiflexible length having a generally prismatic
cross-section. A cap is inferiorly and securely fitted to
each of said upright shrouding pieces, at least two of
said caps having a respective wheel fitted to each of
them, said wheel not projecting from the cap base, this
latter having an arcuately bevelled portion allowing the
wheel to come into contact with the floor and to thus rest
on it when the cradle's legs have been made to adopt
an inclined position.

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 1 570 769 A1 2

Description
OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention has as its object a fold-
able cradle.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Several models of foldable cradles are known
and include among them a model being apt to be folded
in a highly packed arrangement thus occupying a very
reduced space and hence being apt to be advanta-
geously used as a travel cradle since it can be trans-
ported in the boot of a motorcar, for example.

[0003] This type of foldable cradles comprise an ar-
ticulated metal framework being formed by an upper
frame, four legs and a base structure, the four sides and
the bottom being made of a flexible material such as a
fabric, for example, a separate, rigid, also foldable plate
being comprised on the bottom.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] This invention has as its object a foldable cra-
dle of said so-called "travel" type, said cradle being im-
proved by providing it with a shrouding being apt to re-
inforce it and to at the same time finish it off with a better
appearance resembling that of the conventional, non-
foldable cradles, the cradle being besides provided with
rolling means making it easier to move it when in use,
said rolling means being out of action when the cradle
is in a stationary condition, i.e. in stationary use.
[0005] A characterising feature of this cradle lies in
the fact that a shrouding is fitted to each of the four legs
of the cradle, said shrouding being for each of said legs
formed by a respective upright, rigid piece having an an-
gular cross-section, a shrouding being upperly fitted be-
tween said upright, rigid pieces and being thereby ap-
plied on the four upper frame side members, this latter
shrouding being for each of said side members made
up by arespective semiflexible length having a generally
prismatic cross-section.

[0006] An also characterising feature regarding the
upright shrouding pieces lies in their inferiorly and se-
curely having a cap fitted to each of them, at least two
of said caps having a respective wheel fitted to each of
them, said wheel in its assembled state in particular not
projecting from the cap base, this latter having an arcu-
ately bevelled portion allowing the wheel to come into
contact with the floor and to thus rest on it when the cra-
dle's legs have been made to adopt an inclined position.
[0007] The upright shrouding pieces have a corner
piece upperly fitted to each of them, the lengths making
up the shrouding of the upper frame being fitted between
said corner pieces.

[0008] These and otherfeatures will be best made ap-
parent by the following detailed description whose un-
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derstanding will be made easier by the accompanying
three sheets of drawings showing a practical embodi-
ment being cited only by way of example not limiting the
scope of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0009]

Figs. 1 and 2 are each a perspective view in an un-
folded and a folded state respectively showing the
conventional cradle type being improved as per the
invention;

Figs. 3 and 4 in a perspective view and in a side
elevation respectively show the cradle having been
finished off as per the invention;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing the shrouding
piece being provided for the cradle's legs;

Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view as per line VI-VI in
Fig. 4 showing the makeup of the shrouding for the
cradle's upper frame;

Figs. 7 and 8 illustrate a wheel bearing cap as seen
from underneath in a perspective view from the rear
and in a side elevation with the wheel in action, re-
spectively; and

Fig. 9 is a perspective view showing this cradle in
its folded state.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0010] According to the drawings a conventional trav-
el cradle being shown in Figs. 1 and 2 is the recipient of
the improvements being the object of this invention, said
cradle essentially consisting of an upper frame being
formed by four side members (1), (2), (3) and (4) being
articulated at their central region, four legs (5), (6), (7)
and (8), a base structure being formed by radial mem-
bers (not shown) with supports (9) on the floor, and four
flexible sides (10), (11), (12) and (13) and a flexible bot-
tom (14) being made of fabric, for example, a foldable
plate (not shown) being arranged on said bottom and
thereupon having a small mattress (also not shown) ar-
ranged on it.

[0011] The improvements being the object of this in-
vention consist in exteriorly fitting to each of the four legs
(5), (6), (7) and (8) a shrouding being formed by a re-
spective upright, rigid piece (15) having an angular
cross-section forming a 90° angle and being radiused
at the corner, each of said pieces upperly having a re-
cessed steplike portion (16) being apt to have a corner
piece (17) having an also angular shape and a vertical
section having the shape of an inverted channel snugly
fitted and secured to it (see Fig. 9).

[0012] The lengths (18) forming the shrouding on the
four side members (1), (2), (3) and (4) of the cradle's
upper frame are fitted between the four corner pieces
(17) being fitted to the upright pieces (15), said lengths
being made of a semiflexible material, having a gener-
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ally prismatic cross-section (Fig. 6) and having a longi-
tudinally split (19) lower half in order to be apt to more
easily be fitted to the upper frame side members.
[0013] Each of the pieces (15) is inferiorly provided
with another recessed steplike portion (16') being apt to
have a respective cap (20) securely fitted to it, two (20")
of said caps being each fitted with a wheel (21). These
caps (20" form a by way of fork (22) (Fig. 7) to which
the wheel is securely fitted at a higher level than that of
the base (23) of the cap so as to normally prevent the
wheel from being in contact with the floor (S) (Fig. 4).
[0014] In order to allow the cradle to be more easily
moved when having been arranged in its unfolded ar-
rangement in order to be used this base (23) is never-
theless characteristically formed with an arcuately bev-
elled portion (24) being apt to allow the wheel (21) to
come into contact with the floor (S) and to thus rest on
it when the cradle's leg has been made to adopt an in-
clined position (as shown in Fig. 8).

[0015] The upright pieces (15) will be preferably made
of blow-moulded plastics material, and the lengths (18)
will be made of polyurethane foam.

[0016] By changing the format of this cradle thereby
adopting for its plan-view a square shape instead of the
rectangular one an infant playpen will be obtained which
will have the same folding features, an identical finished
off appearance and the same advantages as those of
the cradle.

Claims

1. A foldable cradle comprising an articulated metal
framework being formed by an upper frame, four
legs and a base structure; characterised in that a
shrouding is fitted to each of the four legs of the cra-
dle, said shrouding being for each of said legs
formed by a respective upright, rigid piece having
an angular cross-section, a shrouding being upper-
ly fitted between said upright, rigid pieces and being
thereby applied on the four upper frame side mem-
bers, this latter shrouding being for each of said side
members made up by a respective semiflexible
length having a generally prismatic cross-section.

2. Afoldable cradle as per claim 1, characterised in
that a cap is inferiorly and securely fitted to each of
the upright shrouding pieces, at least two of said
caps having a respective wheel fitted to each of
them.

3. Afoldable cradle as per claim 2, characterised in
that in its assembled state said wheel does not
project from the cap base, this latter having an ar-
cuately bevelled portion allowing the wheel to come
into contact with the floor and to thus rest on it when
the cradle's legs have been made to adopt an in-
clined position.
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4.

A foldable cradle as per claim 1, characterised in
that the upright shrouding pieces have a corner
piece upperly fitted to each of them, the lengths
making up the shrouding of the upper frame being
fitted between said corner pieces.
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