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(57)  The present invention relates to a dispensing
device (1), comprising a holder (2) and a dispensing
means (3), which dispensing means (3) is accommodat-
ed in the holder (2) and comprises a strip of carrier ma-
terial (4) and labels (5) detachably attached to the strip
(4), which holder (2) has at least two walls (6,7) which
are directed transversely to each other and are connect-
ed to each other, each of the walls (6,7) of the holder (2)
have at least one opening (11,12) through which the
strip of carrier material (4) is passed, the dispensing

Dispensing device for labels, holder for use in the dispensing device and blank therefor

means is passed through a first opening (11) in one of
the walls (6) to the outside of the holder (2) and through
a second opening (12) in the other wall (7) into the inside
of the holder (2), and in which the strip of carrier material
(4) between the two openings (11,12) runs in a relatively
sharply curved manner, so that as a result of said rela-
tively sharp curvature in the strip of carrier material (4)
the labels (5) are released from said strip of carrier ma-
terial (4).
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Description

[0001] Theinventionrelates to a dispensing device for
labels, comprising a holder and a dispensing means,
which dispensing means is accommodated in the holder
and comprises a strip of carrier material and labels de-
tachably attached to the strip, which holder has at least
two walls which are directed transversely to each other
and are connected to each other by means of a connect-
ing line, such as a crease, fold line or hinge line and the
like, and at least one of which walls has at least one
opening through which the dispensing means is passed.
[0002] Such dispensing devices are known, for exam-
ple from DE 36 05 876. The principle of the dispensing
of the individual labels lies in the fact that the strip is fed
through the individual openings in such a way that the
strip has a bent-over part, so that the labels are released
by moving the strip.

[0003] A disadvantage of the dispensing device from
DE 36 05 876 is that the strip is fed through the openings
in quite a complicated way. For example, the strip runs
twice through the same opening, with all the adverse
consequences that this entails, inter alia quite high fric-
tion from the parts of the strip sliding over each other in
opposite directions. The strip is wound into a roll. Said
roll lies unattached in a holder which is open at the top.
Such a design is often not permitted for hygienic rea-
sons, for example for applications in the catering trade.
[0004] The invention overcomes these disadvantag-
es by providing a dispensing device which makes it pos-
sible to feed the dispensing means through the respec-
tive openings in a simple way and to dispense the labels
in an efficient and hygienic way. This is achieved accord-
ing to the invention by the fact that the opening is situ-
ated near the connecting line.

[0005] Owing to the fact that the opening is situated
near the connecting line between two walls, one of said
walls can be used as a lid or cap. By means of said lid,
the roll or rolls can be properly screened off from the
environment, which provides excellent protection and
provides guaranteed hygiene. The distance between
the first opening and the connecting line is preferably
short, such as less than the thickness of the first open-
ing. The advantage in the case of such a design is better
dispensing of the labels, at any rate by comparison with
adispensing device in the case of which the first opening
is provided at a distance from the edge. The distance
between the first opening and the edge is preferably less
than 1 cm.

[0006] In particular, both walls of the holder which are
directed transversely to each other can have atleast one
opening, the dispensing means can be passed through
a first opening in one of the walls to the outside of the
holder, the strip of carrier material of the dispensing
means can be passed through a second opening in the
other wall to the inside of the holder, and the strip of
carrier material between the two openings can run in a
relatively sharply curved manner, so that as a result of
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said relatively sharp curvature in the strip of carrier ma-
terial the labels are released from said strip of carrier
material. By these measures, the required bent-over
partin the strip can already be set up with two openings,
and no additional measures such as a special bend-over
edge or feeding the strip twice through the same open-
ing are needed.

[0007] In a further preferred embodiment the strip of
carrier material is passed from the second opening
through a third opening to the outside of the holder. The
advantage here is that the part of the strip of carrier ma-
terial projecting from the third opening can be pulled, so
that the labels are released. The third opening is pref-
erably situated in the wall in which the second opening
is situated, so that the dispensing means are fairly easily
passed through the individual openings, an operation
which is usually performed by hand.

[0008] In another preferred embodiment the two con-
necting walls form an acute or a right angle with each
other. The advantage is that the strip of carrier material
in the case of this design runs in an even more sharply
curved manner, or at any rate in a manner more curved
than if the connecting walls are provided transversely to
each other. An even sharper bend will improve the dis-
pensing of the labels.

[0009] In a further preferred embodiment the edge of
the openings is concave. The advantage of this design
is that during the dispensing of the labels a concave
edge ensures that the labels are impeded less by the
edges of the first opening.

[0010] The strip of carrier material is preferably wound
into a roll, so that when all labels of the dispensing de-
vice have been dispensed and the strip is wound off, the
dispensing device can easily be replaced by placing a
new roll. The labels are preferably provided on the inside
of the coil here, so that the labels are protected during,
for example, transport and storage. This also has the
advantage that it reduces the risk of faults occurring
while the strip of carrier material is being fed in through
the individual openings during the placing of a new roll.
[0011] In another preferred embodiment a plurality of
rolls is provided, said rolls being separated from each
other by separating elements. The advantage of this de-
sign is that different types of labels can be dispensed
simultaneously with one dispensing device. This situa-
tion will often happen in practice, such as when the dif-
ferent labels form a series containing all days of the
week. The separating elements are needed here to en-
sure that the respective rolls do notimpede one another.
[0012] As already mentioned, the holder preferably
comprises a substantially closed space and at least one
hinged wall, which is situated opposite the wall where
the second opening is situated. The advantage of a sub-
stantially closed space is that the labels on the strip of
carrier material remain dust-free during use, which is im-
portant, for example, in the case of hygienic rooms, such
as kitchens or operating theatres. For the replacement
of a roll it is advantageous if the holder comprises a



3 EP 1 571 093 A1 4

hinged wall which defines an access to the closed
space, so that the dispensing means can be changed
easily. The hinged wall is preferably situated opposite
the wall in which the second opening is situated, which
is advantageous particularly when a plurality of rolls is
provided. It means that during the changing of one of
the rolls the other rolls can remain in position.

[0013] The invention also relates to a holder intended
for use in a dispensing device, comprising at least two
walls which are directed transversely to each other and
are connected to each other by means of a connecting
line, such as a crease, a fold line or an edge hinge line
and the like, at least one of which walls has at least one
opening through which the dispensing means is passed.
This makes the holder easy to assemble by folding the
flat blank together in the correct way.

[0014] The invention further relates to a flat blank for
producing a holder comprising at least two panels which
are connected to each other by means of a connecting
line, such as a crease, which panels have at least one
opening for passing through a dispensing means.
[0015] In a preferred embodiment at least one of the
panels has several openings for passing through a dis-
pensing means, the openings being substantially the
same as each other. In practice, these openings will be
punched out in the flat blank, this design therefore hav-
ing the advantage that only a punching tool need be
used. This is advantageous in particular if a plurality of
dispensing means is being used within one holder and
a panel of the flat blank therefore has to have several
openings.

[0016] Theinvention will be explained in greater detail
below by means of the description of a preferred em-
bodiment of the invention, with reference to the draw-
ings, in which:

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of the dispensing
device;

Figure 2 shows a sectional view of the dispensing
device along line II-Il from Fig. 1;

Figure 3 shows a preferred embodiment of the dis-
pensing device;

Figure 4 shows a flat blank for the production of a
holder for the dispensing device according to Figure
3.

[0017] With reference to Figures 1 and 2, these fig-
ures show a dispensing device 1, comprising a holder
2 and a dispensing means 3 accommodated in the hold-
er. The dispensing means comprises a strip of carrier
material 4, which contains labels 5 detachably attached
to the strip. The holder 2 comprises two walls 6, 7 which
connect to each other and are directed transversely to
each other.

[0018] In this embodiment the strip of carrier material
4 is passed through a first opening 11 to the outside of
the holder 2, and from there through a second opening
12 into the inside of the holder, the first opening 11 being
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provided in the first wall 6, and the second opening being
provided in the wall 7 connecting to said first wall. In the
course of this procedure a sharply curved part 8 occurs
in the strip of carrier material 4. From the second open-
ing 12 the strip of carrier material is passed through a
third opening 13, provided in the wall 7, to the outside
of the holder.

[0019] The two connecting walls 6, 7 define a line 14,
the distance C between the first opening 11 and the line
14 being short, for example less than the thickness of
the first opening, preferably less than 1 cm.

[0020] The edge 15 of the first opening 11 is concave.
A label 5 dispensed during the passing of the strip of
carrier material 4 through the first opening 11 is conse-
quently impeded less by the edge of the opening.
[0021] The strip of carrier material 4 is wound into a
roll 16, the labels 5 being provided on the inside of the
coil. A plurality of rolls is preferably provided, said rolls
being separated from each other by separating ele-
ments (not shown).

[0022] As shown in the preferred embodiment of Fig-
ure 3, the holder 2 can further comprise a hinged wall
17. Said wall 17 is hinged to the wall 6 of the holder. The
wall 17 is provided opposite the wall 7 in which the sec-
ond and third openings are situated, so that when a plu-
rality of rolls is provided the other rolls can remain in
position during the changing of a roll.

[0023] The holderis preferably made from aflat blank,
but it can also comprise an injection moulded product.
Fig. 4 shows this flat blank 18, by means of which the
holder 2 of the dispensing device 1 according to Figure
3 can be produced, by folding said blank together in a
suitable way. The flat blank 18 is therefore preferably
made of cardboard or a similar material that is easy to
fold. The flat blank 18 is further preferably printed on
one side, for example printing showing, inter alia, a
specimen of the inscription of the various labels.
[0024] The flat blank 18 comprises at least two panels
19, 20, which are connected to each other by a nominal
fold line 21, such as a crease, which panels have open-
ings for passing through a dispensing means. The fold
line 21 and the panels 19, 20 in this case define the walls
6, 7 and the line 14 of the holder respectively which are
folded from this flat blank. The various openings in the
flat blank are substantially the same as each other, in
any case as regards their shape and dimensions.
[0025] Figure 4 further shows the hinged wall 17 al-
ready described above, the two connecting walls 6, 7
that are directed transversely to each other, and the
edge 14 between said two walls, the edge 14 being a
fold line such as a crease. The lips 22 of the wall 17 are
inserted between the side walls 30, which are folded
double and the tabs 23 of which are locked in the slits
24 of the bottom 26.

[0026] The way in which the dispensing device works
is described below. When a new dispensing means 3 is
being placed, a holder 2 is opened by way of the hinged
wall 17 or hinged walls 6 and 17. A roll 16 is placed, and
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a free end of the strip of carrier material is fed through
the individual openings 11, 12 and 13. After the holder
has been closed again, it is ready for use. For dispens-
ing of the labels 5, the free end 25 is pulled in the direc-
tion of arrow B. Thanks to the sharply curved part 8, the
labels 5 are dispensed here one by one and pulled off
the strip by hand.

Claims

1. Dispensing device (1) for labels, comprising a hold-
er (2) and a dispensing means (3), which dispens-
ing means is accommodated in the holder and com-
prises a strip of carrier material (4) and labels (5)
detachably attached to the strip, which holder has
at least two walls (6, 7) which are directed trans-
versely to each other and are connected to each
other by means of a connecting line, such as a
crease, fold line or hinge line (14) and the like, and
at least one of which walls has at least one opening
(11-13) through which the dispensing means is
passed, characterized in that the opening (11, 12)
is situated near the connecting line (14).

2. Dispensing device (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, in which the distance (C) between
the first opening (11) and the connecting line (14) is
short, such as less than the thickness of the first
opening.

3. Dispensing device according to Claim 1 or 2, in
which the two walls (6, 7) of the holder (2) which are
directed transversely to each other have at least
one opening (11, 12), the dispensing means (3) is
passed through a first opening (11) in one of the
walls to the outside of the holder (2), the strip of car-
rier material of the dispensing means (3) is passed
through a second opening (12) in the other wall into
the inside of the holder (2), and the strip of carrier
material (4) between the two openings runs in a rel-
atively sharply curved manner, so that as a result of
said relatively sharp curvature (8) in the strip of car-
rier material (4) the labels (5) are released from said
strip of carrier material (4).

4. Dispensing device (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, in which the strip of carrier material
(4) is passed from the second opening (12) through
a third opening (13) to the outside of the holder.

5. Dispensing device (1) according to Claim 4, in
which the third opening (13) is situated in the wall
in which the second opening (12) is situated.

6. Dispensing device (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, in which the two connecting walls (6,
7) form an acute or right angle with each other.
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7.

10.

11.

12.

Dispensing device (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, in which the edge (15) of one of the
openings (11-13) is concave.

Dispensing device (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, in which the strip of carrier material
(4) is wound into a roll (16).

Dispensing device (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, in which a plurality of rolls is provid-
ed, said rolls being disposed next to each other.

Dispensing device (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, in which the holder defines a sub-
stantially closed space.

Holder for use in a dispensing device according to
one of the preceding claims, comprising at least two
walls (6, 7) which are directed transversely to each
other and are connected to each other by means of
a connecting line, such as a crease, fold line or
hinge line (14) and the like, at least one of which
walls has at least one opening (11-13) through
which the dispensing means is passed, character-
ized in that the opening (11-12) is situated near the
connecting line (14).

Flat blank (18) for a holder (2) according to Claim
11, comprising at least two panels which are con-
nected to each other by means of a connecting line
(14), such as a crease, which panels have at least
one opening (11-13) for passing through a dispens-
ing means, characterized in that the opening (11,
12) is situated near the connecting line (14).
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Fig 4
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