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(54) Electrical socket outlet device

(57) A socket outlet device comprising a casing (1)
having an integral plug (1a) and at least two branched
sockets (2, 3), in which each of the branched sockets

(2, 3) is provided with an individual switch (10, 11) for
individual connection and disconnection of the electrical
connection between each branched socket (2, 3) and
the integral plug (1a).
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to an electrical socket
outlet device comprising a hollow casing, at least two
branched sockets located in the casing and being each
adapted to receive a plug, which is separate from the
socket outlet device, and a plug integral with the casing
to be inserted into a corresponding feed socket separate
from the socket outlet device, wherein electrical conduc-
tors in the hollow casing connect the at least two
branched sockets with the integral plug.
[0002] Many different embodiments of socket outlet
devices of this type are known and are often used in
situations, where it is advantageous to change one sin-
gle feed socket, such as a wall socket, into two or more
branched sockets. In particular in situations, in which
only a single wall socket is available, it will be possible
by means of the device described by way of introduction
at the location of the wall socket and without the use of
an extension lead to change the wall socket into several
branched sockets, the subsequent advantages thus be-
ing gained.
[0003] Many existing wall sockets are not equipped
with a switch for connection and disconnection of the
electrical connection, which is often to the considerable
inconvenience of the users. Often, it will thus be easier
to switch off directly on the wall socket and also more
safe, if the alternative in respect of each disconnection
of the electrical device in question is to pull out the plug
of either the socket or the apparatus with the risk of an
electric shock or exposure of plugs, pins and lead to
wear or even deterioration.
[0004] Furthermore, it has, due to the recently in-
creasing awareness of the passive energy consumption
of electrical devices, become to an even higher degree
desirable to be able to switch off the electrical connec-
tion to such devices directly at the wall socket. This is,
however, not possible in respect of the known socket
outlet devices.
[0005] The object of the present invention is to provide
a socket outlet device of the type mentioned by way of
introduction, said socket outlet device overcoming the
above-mentioned drawbacks.
[0006] In view of this, the socket outlet device accord-
ing to the invention is characterized in that the casing is
provided with an individual switch for each branched
socket for individual connection and disconnection of
the electrical connection between each of the at least
two branched sockets and the integral plug.
[0007] By means of the socket outlet device according
to the invention it is thus possible to establish a division
of one existing feed socket without a switch into several
branched sockets all being provided with an individual
switch. The socket outlet device according to the inven-
tion thus combines the possibility of branching a feed
socket with the possibility of providing the socket with a
switch in such a manner that each feed socket is
equipped with an individual switch.

[0008] The socket outlet device thus makes it possible
for instance to equip an existing wall socket without a
switch with a device changing the wall socket into sev-
eral sockets, which are placed at the wall and which are
equipped with individual switches. This makes it possi-
ble in an advantageous manner to separately connect
or disconnect the electrical connection to various differ-
ent electrical apparatuses from a single wall socket with-
out a switch.
[0009] The socket outlet device according to the in-
vention thus overcomes the drawbacks described of the
existing socket outlet devices, which in many cases en-
sures an easier and safer connection and disconnection
of electrical apparatuses and which may bring about
considerable saving of energy.
[0010] In an embodiment of the invention the switches
are positioned on the opposite side of the casing relative
to their respective associated branched sockets. This
reduces the production costs at the manufacture of the
socket outlet device, just as the device can be posi-
tioned in the feed socket in such a manner that the
switches facing in a direction, in which easy access to
the switches is obtained without pins inserted in the
branched sockets and the associated lead interfering
with the operation of the switches.
[0011] The invention will be described in detail in the
following by means of examples of embodiments with
reference to the schematic drawing, in which

Fig. 1 is a lateral view of an embodiment of the sock-
et outlet device according to the invention,
Fig. 2 is a bottom view of the socket outlet device
according to Fig. 1, and
Fig. 3 is a top view of the socket outlet device ac-
cording to Figs 1 and 2.

[0012] The embodiment shown in the drawing of a
socket outlet device according to the invention compris-
es a casing 1 with two branched sockets 2, 3, which
each comprises three pin holes in the form of conductive
pin holes 2a, 2; 3a, 3b and pin holes 2c, 3c, respectively,
for a possible earthing pin in three-pin plugs. Leads and
wiring within the casing 1 may be made in a manner
known per se or in any other suitable manner.
[0013] In the branched sockets in Fig. 1 two three-pin
plugs 4, 5 have been inserted, each having a pair of pins
4a, 4b, 4c; 5a, 5b, 5c. From each plug 4, 5 conductive
leads 6, 7 extend, said leads being connected to an elec-
trical apparatus (not shown).
[0014] In the embodiment shown, it is of course also
possible to plug in plugs without earthing pins, just as it
is possible to design the socket outlet device according
to the invention without holes for earthing pins. It is, of
course, possible to place two-pin plugs (i.e. without
earthing) in the feed sockets 4, 5.
[0015] In the casing 1 a plug 1a is moreover integrat-
ed, said plug comprising two pins 8, 9 protruding from
the right end of the casing 1 and intended for being
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plugged into a feed socket (not shown), such as a wall
socket.
[0016] At the upper side, i.e. at the top of Fig. 1, two
switches 10, 11 have been arranged for connection and
disconnection of the electrical current between the
branched sockets 2, 3 and the integral plug 1a. In Fig.
1 the switches 10, 11 are shown in connected condition
and disconnected condition, respectively, current being
supplied to the apparatus, which is connected to the
branched socket 2, whereas current is not supplied to
the apparatus, which is connected to the branched sock-
et 3. The switches 10, 11 are not limited to the toggle
switch embodiment shown. They may, for instance, also
be designed as displaceable switches or any other suit-
able type of switches.
[0017] The invention is not limited to the embodiment
shown in the drawing. It is for instance possible to place
the integral plug pin at the other end of the casing, on
the bottom of the casing or on one of the sides of the
casing, just as the switches may be placed on one or
more of the sides or ends of the casing. The sockets
themselves may also have other shapes than the circu-
lar one shown, for instance substantially rectangular.
The branched sockets and the switches may also be
placed on the same surface of the socket outlet device.
[0018] The socket outlet device may further comprise
more than two branched sockets, for instance three or
four branched sockets, without exceeding the scope of
the invention.

Claims

1. An electrical socket outlet device comprising a hol-
low casing (1), at least two branched sockets (2, 3)
located in the casing and being each adapted to re-
ceive a plug (4, 5), which is separate from the socket
outlet device, and a plug (1a) integral with the cas-
ing (1) to be inserted into a corresponding feed
socket separate from the socket outlet device,
wherein electrical conductors in the hollow casing
connect the at least two branched sockets (2, 3)
with the integral plug (1a), characterized in that
the casing (1) is provided with an individual switch
(10, 11) for each branched socket (2, 3) for individ-
ual connection and disconnection of the electrical
connection between each of the at least two
branched sockets (2, 3) and the integral plug (1a).

2. An electrical socket outlet device according to claim
1, characterized in that the switches (10, 11) are
positioned on the opposite side of the casing (1) rel-
ative to their respective associated branched sock-
ets (2, 3).
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