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(54) Developing device, image forming apparatus, image forming system.

(57)  Adeveloping device (54) for developing a latent
image borne on an image bearing body (20) using a de-
veloper (T) borne on a developer bearing roller (510), is
provided with: a housing (540) that is for containing the
developer (T) and that has an opening (572); the devel-
oper bearing roller that is for bearing the developer and
that is provided facing the opening; a sealing member
(520) that abuts against the developer bearing roller to
prevent the developer from spilling; a supporting mem-
ber that is attached to the housing and that is for sup-
porting the developer bearing roller and the sealing
member; and an urging member that is for urging the
sealing member toward the developer bearing roller and
that is provided between the supporting member and a
surface of the sealing member on an opposite side from
an abutting surface of the sealing member with which
the sealing member abuts against the developer bear-
ing roller.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-30

Developing device comprising a supporting member that is
attached to the developing device housing and that is for
supporting a developer bearing roller and a sealing member.

2. claims: 31-43

Developing device comprising a sealing member between the
developing device housing and a developer bearing roller,
wherein the flexural rigidity of the sealing member on said
side of one end in said lateral direction thereof is Tlarger
than a flexural rigidity of said sealing member on said side
of the other end in said lateral direction thereof.

3. claims: 44-56

Developing device comprising a sealing member between the
developing device housing and a developer bearing roller,
wherein a section of said housing that is in opposition to
said end sealing member is provided with a cut-out section.
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