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(54) Disk cartridge

(57)  Adisk cartridge includes: a disk medium on one
face of which a recording surface is formed and on the
other face of which a non-recording surface is formed; a
casing having a disk opening which allows removal of
the disk medium, exposing the non-recording surface,
and an opening which allows access to the recording
surface, being opened and closed by a shutter member;

and a disk holder which is rotatably provided in the cas-
ing, and which presses and holds the non-recording sur-
face when the disk mediumis in storage, and is separated
from the non-recording surface when the disk medium is
in operation and when taken out, the disk holder being
configured such that it will not protrude over the top sur-
face of the casing, when viewed from the side, except
when the disk medium is to be taken out.
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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

[

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

>

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

[l

I:l None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

D The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the
claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-7

Disk cartridge comprising a casing with a disk opening which
allows the removal of the disk and a disk holder to maintain
the disk within the casing, wherein the disk holder is
configured such that it will not protrude over the top
surface of the casing, when viewed from the side, except
when the disk medium is to be taken out.

2. claims: 8-11

Disk cartridge comprising a casing with a disk opening which
allows the removal of the disk and a disk holder to maintain
the disk within the casing, wherein the disk holder
comprises protrusions that abut the non-recording surface of
the disk medium when the disk holder is deflected from the
inner surface of the disk holder.

3. claims: 12-16

Disk cartridge comprising a casing with a disk opening which
allows the removal of the disk and a disk holder to maintain
the disk within the casing, wherein the disk cartridge
comprises:

a first retaining protrusion which protrudes from the inner
surface of the disk holder in front of the rotation axis of
the disk holder in the casing;

a second retaining protrusion which protrudes from the inner
surface of the upper shell behind the rotation axis of the
disk holder except on an imaginary line which passes through
the first retaining protrusion and is orthogonalized with
the rotation axis; and

an urging mechanism which is stretched between the first
retaining protrusion and the second retaining protrusion
such that the urging mechanism is positioned under the
rotation axis, when viewed from the side, when the disk
medium is in storage, and is positioned above, when viewed
from the side, said rotation axis when the disk medium is
taken out.

4. claims: 17-20

Disk cartridge comprising a casing with a disk opening which
allows the removal of the disk and a disk holder to maintain
the disk within the casing, wherein the disk holder is
provided in the rear portion of the casing and presses the
outer peripheral edge portion in the rear portion of the
disk medium toward the front side of the disk cartridge.
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