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(54) Apparatus for vacuum and/or blowing of debris
(57) Vacuum and blowing apparatus is provided hav-

ing means for selecting between a first vacuum mode
and a second blowing mode. A base portion of the ap-
paratus is in contact with a surface from which debris is
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to be collected and/or across or relative to which debris
is to be blown in use and, depending from the base por-
tion, a body portion of the apparatus supports a collection
box for the reception of debris collected from the surface.
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

D Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

D No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

D All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report hag
been drawn up for all claims.

D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

1-6,8,14-18,26-32

D None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-6,8,14,15,27-32

Apparatus which can be used in vacuum mode and/or in a
blower mode, comprising wheels mounted on arms to allow the
selection of the height of the base portion from the surface
to be cleaned of debris

2. claim: 7

Apparatus which can be used in vacuum mode and/or in a
blower mode, wherein the fan unit is provided so as to allow
the debris which passes in the air flow to be shredded

3. claims: 9-13

Apparatus which can be used in vacuum mode and/or in a
blower mode, comprising filter means to prevent or minimize
the dust particles leaving the collection box

4. claims: 16-18

Apparatus which can be used in vacuum mode and/or in a
blower mode, comprising selection means to allow a user to
select between a vacuum mode or a blower mode, said
selection means including flap means

5. claim: 19

Apparatus which can be used in vacuum mode and/or in a
blower mode, wherein a further airflow system is provided to
provide a cooling effect to the motor

6. claims: 20,21

Apparatus which can be used in vacuum mode and/or in a
blower mode, including a sealing layer

7. claim: 22

Apparatus which can be used in vacuum mode and/or in a
blower mode, wherein one or more air flow apertures are
provided with fingers

8. claims: 23-25
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

Apparatus which can be used in vacuum mode and/or in a
blower mode, comprising one or more different types of
collection heads

9. claim: 26

Apparatus which can be used in vacuum mode and/or in a
blower mode, comprising a rigid collection box
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US 5294063 A 15-03-1994  NONE
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