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(57)  Afirst sensor (6, 70) detects a first speed of the
belt (10) based on detection of marks on the belt (10)
and afirst belt speed controlling unit (70) controls a speed
of the belt (10) based on the first speed. A second sensor
(65, 70’) detects a second speed of the belt (10) based
on some other method and a second belt speed control-
ling unit (70’) controls a speed of the belt (10) based on
the second speed. A scale-mark degradation determin-
ing unit (73) that determines whether there is a degrada-
tion in the quality of the marks and detects an amount of

Belt device, image forming apparatus, and method to control belt speed

degradation upon determining that there is a degradation
in the quality of the marks. The first belt speed controlling
unit (70) is made to control a speed of the belt (10) if the
amount of degradation detected by the scale-mark deg-
radation determining unit (73) is less than a predeter-
mined value, and the second belt speed controlling unit
(70’) is made to control a speed of the belt (10) if the
amount of degradation detected by the scale-mark deg-
radation determining unit (73) is not less than the prede-
termined value.
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