
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(19)

E
P

1 
60

4 
57

7
A

3
��&������������

(11) EP 1 604 577 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3: 
19.07.2006 Bulletin 2006/29

(43) Date of publication A2: 
14.12.2005 Bulletin 2005/50

(21) Application number: 05011016.2

(22) Date of filing: 14.11.2003

(51) Int Cl.:
A24C 5/42 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HU IE IT LI LU MC NL PT RO SE SI SK TR
Designated Extension States: 
AL LT LV MK

(30) Priority: 21.11.2002 US 428199 P

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in 
accordance with Art. 76 EPC: 
03783546.9 / 1 571 932

(71) Applicant: Cousins Distributing, Inc.
Suisun, CA 94534 (US)

(72) Inventors:  
• Moser, Larry, E.

Marysville
IN 47141 (US)

• Daily, Robert, J.
New Albany
IN 47150 (US)

(74) Representative: Käck, Jürgen
Patentanwälte 
Kahler Käck Mollekopf 
Vorderer Anger 239
86899 Landsberg (DE)

(54) Device for filling a cigarette tube with a metered amount of tobacco

(57) Devices for filling a cigarette tube with tobacco
are disclosed. In one aspect, the devices contain sepa-
rate metering, compression, and injection mechanisms
(30, 80, 150), which may be manual, partially automatic,
or fully automatic. The metering mechanisms (30) move
a proper amount of tobacco to a compression chamber
(90), where the tobacco is thereafter compressed for
eventual injection. In some embodiments, means are
provided for assessing whether a sufficient quantity of
tobacco has been metered into the compression cham-
ber (90), and if not, further metering is accomplished prior
to injection. In another aspect, the metering and com-
pression mechanisms are combined into a single mech-
anism to the same effect.
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