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(54) Combination of at least two cans

(57)  The invention relates to a combination of at
least two stacked cans (2,3), a foil sleeve (5) arranged
around the at least two stacked cans to hold the at least
two cans together and a lid (4) detachable arranged on
one of the at least two stacked cans (2,3). This provides
for a combination of small portions which can be sepa-
rately opened.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to cans, which are par-
ticularly suitable for baby food and powdered mild.
[0002] When such a can is opened in order to con-
sume the content, the content is generally not con-
sumed at once, but over a period of time. This period of
time can extend over a number of days or even a
number of weeks. After opening the can, the content,
such as the baby food or powdered milk will start to de-
teriorate and to lose its freshness.

[0003] In order to shorten the period of consumption,
the volume of the cans can be decreased. However,
when buying such small cans, one has to buy a number
of such small cans in order to span the period upon the
next time one is at the shop for buying food.

[0004] In order to provide a prolonged storage life af-
ter the can has been opened, it is common to provide a
cap with which the can is reclosable.

[0005] When the sizes of the cans are reduced one
has to provide more cans for the same amount of con-
tent. For every can a cap has to be provided, so by de-
creasing the storage volume of a can the costs for pack-
aging the content are substantially increased.

[0006] Itis an object to provide a combination, which
reduces the above-mentioned disadvantages.

[0007] This object is achieved by the invention with a
combination of at least two stacked cans, a foil sleeve
arranged around the at least two stacked cans to hold
the at least two cans together and a lid detachable ar-
ranged on one of the at least two stacked cans.

[0008] By stacking two cans on top of eachother and
by wrapping them with a foil sleeve, one only has to pur-
chase one item to have the same amount of products
as with cans according to the prior art. Within the com-
bination also a detachable lid is provided, which can be
used to reclose an opened can. After the content of one
can is consumed, the other can is opened and the lid
can be detached from the first can and be arranged onto
the second can. So only one lid is necessary with this
combination.

[0009] The foil sleeve can be printed with information
of the product.
[0010] In a preferred embodiment of the combination

the detachable lid comprises a ring for attachment to a
can and a lid part hingedly arranged to the ring for clos-
ing the opening of the can on which the lid is arranged.
This lid can be arranged once onto an opened can and
then a lid part can be opened and closed for opening
and closing the can. This provides an increased usability
of the combination.

[0011] In another embodiment of the combination ac-
cording to the invention the ring has at least along a por-
tion of the inner edge a straight portion. This straight
portion can be used to level off a spoon containing for
example powdered milk, which is contained in the can.
[0012] Preferably in a combination according to the
invention, an operating part is arranged between the lid
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part and the ring for operating the lid part to at least an
opened position. This operating part can for example be
embodied as a push button with which the lid part can
be brought to an open position after pushing the push
button.

[0013] It yet another embodiment of the invention the
peripheral wall of at least one of the cans is coated with
a writable layer. One can write messages on this writa-
ble layer, such as when the can was opened or, in the
case of powdered baby milk, when the last bottle of baby
milk was made.

[0014] In a preferred embodiment of the combination
according to the invention the writable layer is writable
with chalk. Preferably the lid comprises a recess for stor-
ing a piece of chalk. In this way a piece of chalk is always
available for writing the messages.

[0015] In yet another preferred embodiment of the
combination according to the invention, the combination
comprises an information sheet arranged in the lid. On
this information sheet for example the dosage can be
indicated and will always be at hand as the lid will gen-
erally be arranged at one of the cans of the combination.
[0016] In still another embodiment the combination
according to the invention comprises a spoon arranged
in the lid. Preferably the spoon comprises a handle and
a bowl, wherein the size of the bowl is adjustable. This
is preferably obtained by the bowl comprising a first bowl
part arranged to the handle and a second bowl! part
which is telescopic arranged in the first bowl part. In this
way the spoon can be arranged in the lid and has a small
height.

[0017] In yet another embodiment of the combination
according to the invention each of the cans comprises
a foil lid.

[0018] The invention further comprises a can com-
prising a bottom and a peripheral wall, wherein the pe-
ripheral wall is at least partially coated with a writable
layer. This writable layer can be used for writing mes-
sages on the can, which may be related to the use of
the can. Preferably the writable layer is writable with
chalk. In this case itis furthermore preferred that the can
comprises a lid arranged on the peripheral wall having
a recess for storing a piece of chalk.

[0019] These and other advantages of the invention
will be elucidated in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings.

[0020] Figures 1A, 1B and 1C show a perspective
view of parts of a first embodiment of the combination
according to the invention.

[0021] Figure 2 shows in perspective view a can with
an operable lid.
[0022] Figure 3A and 3B show cross-sectional views

of a spoon according to the invention in two positions.
[0023] Figure 4A and figure 4B show in perspective
view an embodiment of a can according to the invention.
[0024] Figure 1A shows a combination 1 according to
the invention. This combination 1 comprises a first can
2 and a second can 3. The second can 3 is provided
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with a detachable lid 4. The two cans 2, 3 and the lid 4
are wrapped into a foil 5.

[0025] Figure 1B shows a side view of the combina-
tion 1 according to the invention. The second can 3 is
stacked onto the first can 2. On top of the second can 3
a lid 4 is arranged, which has a ring 6 attached to the
mouth opening of the can 3 and a lid part 7. In figure 1C
the can 3 is shown with the lid part 7 opened. The ring
6 has a straight edge portion 8 at the inside of the ring
6, which can be used for leveling off a spoon.

[0026] From figure 1C itis also clear that a foil lid 9 is
arranged at the opening of the can 3 and that the foil lid
has a tap 10, which can be used to pull of the foil lid 9.
[0027] Figure 2 shows a can 11, which has a lid 12.
This lid 12 has a ring 13 and a lid part 14. Between the
lid part 14 and the ring 13 an operating part 15 is ar-
ranged. By pushing this operating part 15 a lid 14 swings
open and access is created to the can 11.

[0028] In figure 3A and 3B a cross-sectional view of
a spoon 16 is shown. This spoon 16 has a handle 17, a
first bowl part 18 and a second bowl part 19. The second
bowl part 19 is telescopically arranged in the first bowl
part 18. When the second bowl part 19 is extended, a
spoon with a bowl is provided, which has a substantial
volume (see figure 3B). When the second bowl part 19
is retracted into the first bowl part 18 (see figure 3A) the
spoon 16 is in a storage position for example for place-
ment within a lid.

[0029] Figures 4A and 4B show an embodiment 20 of
a can according to the invention. This can 20 has a bot-
tom 21 and a peripheral wall 22. The peripheral wall 22
is coated with a writable layer. On top of the peripheral
wall 22 a lid 23 is arranged in which a recess 24 is pro-
vided which contains a piece of chalk 25. The writable
layer 22 is enveloped with a label 26, which can be
teared off by pulling a strip 27.

Claims

1. Combination of at least two stacked cans, a foil
sleeve arranged around the at least two stacked
cans to hold the at least two cans together and a lid
detachable arranged on one of the at least two
stacked cans.

2. Combination according to claim 1, wherein the de-
tachable lid comprises a ring for attachmentto a can
and a lid part hingedly arranged to the ring for clos-
ing the opening of the can on which the lid is ar-
ranged.

3. Combination according to claim 2, wherein the ring
has at least along a portion of the inner edge a
straight portion.

4. Combination according to claim 2 or 3, further com-
prising an operating part arranged between the lid
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10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

part and the ring for operating the lid part to at least
an open position.

Combination according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the peripheral wall of at least one
of the cans is coated with a writable layer.

Combination according to claim 5, wherein the wri-
table layer is writable with chalk

Combination according to claim 6, wherein the lid
comprises a recess for storing a piece of chalk.

Combination according to any of the preceding
claims, comprising an information sheet arranged
in the lid.

Combination according to any of the preceding
claims, comprising a spoon arranged in the lid.

Combination according to claim 9, wherein the
spoon comprises a handle and a bowl, wherein the
size of the bowl is adjustable.

Combination according to claim 10, wherein the
bowl comprises a first bowl part arranged to the
handle and a second bowl part, which is telescopic
arranged in the first bowl part.

Combination according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein each of the cans comprises a foil
lid.

Can comprising a bottom and a peripheral wall,
wherein the peripheral wall is at least partially coat-
ed with a writable layer.

Can according to claim 13, wherein the writable lay-
er is writable with chalk

Can according to claim 14, comprising a lid ar-
ranged on the peripheral wall having a recess for
storing a piece of chalk.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1,2-4

Cans with 1id comprising a ring and a hinged 1id part

2. claims: 1,5-7,13-15

Can being coated with a writable layer

3. claims: 1,8

Stacked cans with 1id comprising an information sheet

4. claims: 1,9-11

Spoon arranged in the 1id of a combination of cans

5. claims: 1,12
Can with 1id and (additional) foil 1id
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