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(54) Carton having a strap handle

(57) A carton including inner (26) and outer (24) top
panels that are secured together to form a composite top
wall of the carton. The carton having a base wall (14),
and side walls (16, 18) interconnecting the top and base
walls and having pairs of inner (40, 42) and outer (36,
38) end closure panels, joined to end edges of the inner
and outer top panels respectively, for closing the ends
of the carton. The carton also having a strap handle (200)
formed in part from the inner top panel (26) and in part
from the inner end closure panels (40, 42). The strap
handle comprising a medial grip portion (202) and two
wider portions (204, 206) each wider portion extending
away from the medial portion and being contiguous with
a forked-end portion (208, 210) formed in the adjacent
inner end closure panel (40, 42). The outer top panel (26)
having handle access means, aligned with the medial
grip portion of the strap handle (200) such that the medial
grip portion can be moved into a position of use. The
forked-end portions of the strap handle being free of re-
straint of said outer end flaps to facilitate movement of
the strap handle (200), so that the carton can be carried.
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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):
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been drawn up for the first ten claims.
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been drawn up for all claims.
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As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.
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Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:
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E None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-8

A carton comprising an outer top panel having a handle
access opening.

2. claims: 9-16

A carton comprising an inner top panel having a relief
notch.

3. claims: 17-21

A carton comprising side end flaps having yielding flaps.
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