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(57)  The invention relates to a method and a device
for processing organic plant material, particularly tobac-
co. The method is based on feeding the material onto a
compacting feeder for compaction of the discharged ma-
terial, and then cutting/comminuting it. The method ac-
cording to the invention is characterized in that before
the cutting/comminuting step heat energy is delivered
and the stream of the material is heated homogeneously,

Method and device for processing organic plant material, particularly tobacco

preferably along at least a portion of the path of the con-
veyed material, particularly just before feeding the ma-
terial to the cutting/comminuting zone, to a temperature
from ambient to 99°C, preferably from 35°C to 80°C, and
most preferably from 40°C to 70°C. The heating is carried
out for a period of time in which all layers of the cross-
section of the material stream reach the same tempera-
ture and, preferably, the same level of elasticity.

NI
N

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



nN

EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04C01)

EP 1 614 359 A3

0>) E‘f‘:ﬁpea“ Patent  EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
ice

Application Number

EP 05 10 5120

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
Catego Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
gory of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (IPC)
X US 5 193 556 A (LASCH MANFRED [DE] ET AL) [1,3,4, | INV.
16 March 1993 (1993-03-16) - A24B3/00
* the whole document *
Y 2,5
Y EP 0 388 793 A (HAUNI WERKE KOERBER & CO |2,5
KG [DE]) 26 September 1990 (1990-09-26)
* claims 6,7 *
X EP 0 388 673 A (HAUNI WERKE KOERBER & CO (1,2,4,5,
KG [DE]; BRITISH AMERICAN TOBACCO CO [GB])|7,8
26 September 1990 (1990-09-26)
* the whole document *
Y 3,6
Y US 3 335 730 A (WALTER MOLINS DESMOND) 3,6
15 August 1967 (1967-08-15)
* column 2, Tine 60 - line 61 *
X GB 733 286 A (KURT KOERBER) 1,4
6 July 1955 (1955-07-06) TECHNICAL FIELDS
* claims 1,2; figure 1 * SEARCHED  (PO)
----- A24B
X DE 827 470 C (LUEDER HINRICH ELLINGHAUSEN)|[1,3,4,6
10 January 1952 (1952-01-10)
* claims 1,2 *
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Date of completion of the search Examiner
Munich 12 March 2008 Pille, Stefaan
CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS T : theory or principle underlying the invention
E : earlier patent document, but published on, or
X : particularly relevant if taken alone after the filing date
Y : particularly relevant if combined with another D : document cited in the application
document of the same category L : document cited for other reasons
A:technological background e e
O : non-written disclosure & : member of the same patent family, corresponding
P : intermediate document document




EPO FORM P0459

EP 1 614 359 A3

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 05 10 5120

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

12-03-2008
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
US 5193556 A 16-03-1993  CH 682039 A5 15-07-1993
DE 4024009 Al 30-01-1992
GB 2246279 A 29-01-1992
IT 1251803 B 26-05-1995
JP 4262771 A 18-09-1992
EP 0388793 A 26-09-1990 DE 3908937 Al 20-09-1990
ES 2048349 T3 16-03-1994
JP 2273167 A 07-11-1990
us 5143095 A 01-09-1992
EP 0388673 A 26-09-1990 DE 3908939 Al 20-09-1990
JP 3047065 A 28-02-1991
us 5139035 A 18-08-1992
US 3335730 A 15-08-1967  BE 659840 A 16-06-1965
CH 444002 A 15-09-1967
FR 1424992 A 31-03-1966
GB 1089363 A 01-11-1967
NL 6501919 A 23-08-1965
GB 733286 A 06-07-1955  NONE
DE 827470 C 10-01-1952  NONE

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82



	bibliography
	search report

