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(54)  Writing Instrument

(57)  Aninstrument includes a holder (10) for holding
a medium (12), a cap (16) capable of covering a tip end
portion of the medium (12), and a knock member (14)
provided to be capable of knocking to attach and detach
the cap. The cap is connected to the knock member via
a rotational transform mechanism (14a). The rotational
transform mechanism advances the cap in accordance

FIG2

with one knock of the knock member in the axial direction,
the rotational transform mechanism rotates the cap
around an axis parallel to the axial direction, then retreats
the cap, so that the state in which the cap covers the tip
end portion of the medium and the state in which the cap
allows the tip end portion of the medium to be exposed
are switchable for each knock of the knock member.
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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

O 3 O

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, hamely:

1. claims: 1-4,5-12

1. Claim 1 appears to concern the embodiments of figures 1
to 9. The closest prior art for this document is disclosed
within the document JP-A-9-99688 (D1) which shows the
following features of claim 1:

"An instrument comprising:

a holder (2) for holding a medium;

a cap (4) capable of covering a tip end portion (3) of the
medium;

an operating member (8) provided ... to attach and detach
the cap; and

a rotational transform mechanism connecting the cap to the
operating member;

The features of claim 1 not known from D1 are:

-that the operating member is provided to be capable of
knocking with respect to the holder,

-wherein the rotational transform mechanism advances the
cap in accordance with one knock of the operating member in
the axial direction, the rotational transform mechanism then
rotates the cap around an axis parallel to the axial
direction and then retreats the cap; and

-wherein with each knock of the operating member, a state
in which the cap covers the tip end portion of the medium
and a state in which the cap allows the tip end portion of
the medium to be exposed are switchable."

1.1The inventive concept appears to be a combination of the
knocking mechanism and the rotational transform mechanism
for rotating the cap around an axis parallel to the axial
direction.

1.1. claims: 5-12

The features of claim 5 are all known from DI1:
"An instrument including:
a holder (2) for holding a medium;
a tip end portion (3) of which is protruded forward from the
holder;
a slide member (8, 8a) provided in the holder to be movable
in an axial direction;
a cap (4) connected to a tip portion of the slide member so
as to cover a tip end portion (3) of the medium; and
an operating portion (8b) connected to the slide member and
movable in the axial direction so as to be operated from an
outside of the holder."
The feature of dependent claim 6, i.e. "a hollow portion for
housing said cap is provided in the vicinity of a tip end
portion of the holder" is not known from D1 and this feature
provides the inventive concept for the second invention.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not
necessarily Tinked by a common inventive concept, could be searched
without effort justifying an additional fee.




EPO FORM P0459

EP 1 614 547 A3

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 04 25 5507

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

23-05-2007
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
JP 9099688 A 15-04-1997 JP 2673501 B2 05-11-1997
US 2004028453 Al 12-02-2004  CN 1475372 A 18-02-2004
KR 20040010133 A 31-01-2004
TW 224056 B 21-11-2004
US 1859775 A 24-05-1932  NONE
US 1476107 A 04-12-1923  NONE

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82



	bibliography
	search report

