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(54) Estimation of particulate matter deposit amount in diesel particulate filter

(57) This invention relates to estimation of a partic-
ulate matter deposit amount in a diesel particulate filter
(1) provided in an exhaust passage (7) of a vehicle diesel
engine (10). When the vehicle speed exceeds a prede-
termined vehicle speed, a differential pressure method,
in which the particulate matter deposit amount is estimat-
ed based on the differential pressure upstream and
downstream of the filter (1), is applied, and when the
vehicle speed does not exceed the predetermined vehi-
cle speed, an accumulation method, in which the partic-
ulate matter deposit amount is estimated by accumulat-
ing an increment determined from the load and rotation
speed of the diesel engine (10), is applied. When switch-
ing from the differential pressure method to the accumu-
lation method, the particulate matter deposit amount de-
termined in the differential pressure method is used as
an initial value of the accumulation, and thus the partic-
ulate matter deposit amount can be determined accu-
rately.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This invention relates to a diesel particulate filter
which traps particulate matter discharged by a diesel en-
gine, and more particularly to estimation of a particulate
matter deposit amount in the filter.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] To trap particulate matter contained in the ex-
haust gas of a diesel engine, a diesel particulate filter
(abbreviated to DPF hereafter) provided in an exhaust
passage of a diesel engine causes the exhaust gas to
pass through porous filter material such that the partic-
ulate matter is deposited on a wall surface of hole portions
of the filter material. As the deposit amount increases,
the exhaust gas flow resistance of the DPF rises and the
particulate matter trapping capability of the DPF decreas-
es. When the particulate matter deposit amount reaches
a predetermined amount, the temperature of the exhaust
gas is raised to burn the deposited particulate matter in
the DPF and thereby remove the particulate matter from
the DPF. This process is generally referred to as DPF
regeneration.
[0003] The amount of deposited particulate matter in
the DPF can be detected from the differential pressure
of the exhaust gas upstream and downstream of the DPF.
However, the differential pressure varies according to
the flow rate of the exhaust gas passing through the DPF,
and the detection precision of a differential pressure sen-
sor which detects the differential pressure may also vary
under the influence of variation in the exhaust gas flow
rate.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] JP2003-166411-A, published by the Japan Pat-
ent Office in 2003, proposes raising the differential pres-
sure detection precision of a differential pressure sensor
by correcting the output of the differential pressure sen-
sor on the basis of the rate of change in the exhaust gas
flow rate.
[0005] A differential pressure sensor has a character-
istic whereby the error increases as the exhaust gas flow
rate decreases. The correction performed in the prior art,
which is dependent on the rate of change in the exhaust
gas flow rate, does not correspond to differences in the
exhaust gas flow rate itself. Hence, when the prior art is
applied to a diesel engine for driving a vehicle, for exam-
ple, the differential pressure detection error inevitably in-
creases while the vehicle is traveling at low speed.
[0006] This increase in the differential pressure detec-
tion error reduces the precision of a determination of the
DPF regeneration timing, and if the DPF regeneration
frequency increases as a result, the fuel consumption of
the diesel engine rises.

[0007] It is therefore an object of this invention to es-
timate a particulate matter deposit amount in a DPF ac-
curately, and optimize the regeneration timing of the
DPF.
[0008] In order to achieve the above object, this inven-
tion provides an estimation device which estimates a par-
ticulate matter deposit amount in a diesel particulate filter
provided in an exhaust passage of a diesel engine for a
vehicle. The device comprises a differential pressure
sensor which detects a differential pressure between an
exhaust gas pressure in the exhaust passage upstream
of the filter and an exhaust gas pressure in the exhaust
passage downstream of the filter, a sensor which detects
a running condition of the diesel engine, a sensor which
detects a parameter associated with an exhaust gas flow
rate in the filter, and a programmable controller. The con-
troller is programmed to estimate the particulate matter
deposit amount in the filter by applying a first estimation
method in which the particulate matter deposit amount
is estimated on the basis of the differential pressure, and
a second estimation method in which a periodical incre-
ment in the particulate matter deposit amount is calcu-
lated on the basis of the running condition and the par-
ticulate matter deposit amount is calculated by accumu-
lating the increment, selectively in accordance with the
parameter, and set the particulate matter deposit amount
estimated in the first estimation method as an initial value
for starting accumulation when applying the second es-
timation method.
[0009] This invention also provides an estimation
method which estimates a particulate matter deposit
amount in a diesel particulate filter provided in an exhaust
passage of a diesel engine for a vehicle. The method
comprises detecting a differential pressure between an
exhaust gas pressure in the exhaust passage upstream
of the filter and an exhaust gas pressure in the exhaust
passage downstream of the filter, detecting a running
condition of the diesel engine, detecting a parameter as-
sociated with an exhaust gas flow rate in the filter, esti-
mating the particulate matter deposit amount in the filter
by applying a first estimation method in which the partic-
ulate matter deposit amount is estimated on the basis of
the differential pressure, and a second estimation meth-
od in which a periodical increment in the particulate mat-
ter deposit amount is calculated on the basis of the run-
ning condition and the particulate matter deposit amount
is calculated by accumulating the increment, selectively
in accordance with the parameter, and setting the par-
ticulate matter deposit amount estimated in the first es-
timation method as an initial value for starting accumu-
lation when applying the second estimation method.
[0010] The details as well as other features and ad-
vantages of this invention are set forth in the remainder
of the specification and are shown in the accompanying
drawings.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a par-
ticulate matter deposit amount estimation device accord-
ing to this invention.
[0012] FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a particulate
matter deposit amount estimation routine, which is exe-
cuted by a controller according to this invention.
[0013] FIGs. 3A and 3B are timing charts illustrating
variation in a vehicle speed and an estimated value of
the particulate matter deposit amount as a result of ex-
ecution of the particulate matter deposit amount estima-
tion routine.
[0014] FIG. 4 is similar to FIG. 2, but shows a second
embodiment of this invention.
[0015] FIG. 5 is similar to FIG. 2, but shows a third
embodiment of this invention.
[0016] FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a particulate
matter deposit amount estimation subroutine according
to a differential pressure method of a fourth embodiment
of this invention.
[0017] FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating a relationship
between a detection error of a differential pressure sen-
sor and an exhaust gas flow rate.
[0018] FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating the characteris-
tics of a map of a particulate matter deposit amount,
which is used in the differential pressure method.
[0019] FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating the characteris-
tics of a map of a particulate matter deposit amount per
unit time, which is used in an accumulation method.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0020] Referring to FIG. 1 of the drawings, a diesel
engine 10 comprises an exhaust passage 7. A DPF 1 is
provided along the exhaust passage 7. The DPF 1 caus-
es exhaust gas in the exhaust passage 7 to pass through
a porous filter material such that the particulate matter in
the exhaust gas is deposited in the DPF 1. The exhaust
gas, from which the particulate matter has been removed,
is discharged to the air from the DPF 1.
[0021] When the particulate matter deposit amount in
the DPF 1 reaches a predetermined amount, a controller
3 outputs a regeneration signal to a regeneration device
9, whereupon the regeneration device 9 raises the tem-
perature of the exhaust gas in the diesel engine 10 to
bum the particulate matter deposited in the DPF 1.
[0022] To raise the temperature of the exhaust gas in
the diesel engine 10. a method employing fuel injection
control, such as retardation of the fuel injection timing,
post-injection, and so on, and a method of heating the
exhaust gas using a heating device may be applied.
[0023] When the former method is applied, the regen-
eration device 9 is constituted by a fuel injection device,
and when the latter method is applied, the regeneration
device 9 is constituted by a heating device. DPF 1.
[0024] This estimation is performed by applying two
estimation methods, namely a differential pressure meth-

od and an accumulation method to be described below,
selectively in accordance with the running conditions of
the diesel engine 1.
[0025] The differential pressure method is a method
of estimating the particulate matter deposit amount from
the differential pressure ∆P upstream and downstream
of the DPF 1. As shown in FIG. 8, the particulate matter
deposit amount in the DPF 1 may be expressed as a
function having the differential pressure ∆P upstream and
downstream of the DPF 1 and an exhaust gas flow rate
Qexh of the DPF 1 as parameters. When the exhaust
gas flow rate Qexh is constant, the differential pressure
∆P rises in accordance with increases in the particulate
matter deposit amount. Hence , the particulate matter
deposit amount can be determined from the differential
pressure ∆P and exhaust gas flow rate Qexh using a map
having characteristics such as those shown in FIG. 8,
which defines in advance the relationship between the
exhaust gas flow rate Qexh and differential pressure ∆P
in relation to a plurality of different particulate matter de-
posit amounts. This estimation method will be referred
to as the differential pressure method.
[0026] The exhaust gas flow rate Qexh is calculated
from the intake air flow rate, detected by the air flow meter
11, the exhaust gas temperature inside the DPF 1, the
differential pressure ∆P, and the fuel injection amount Q
of the diesel engine 10. A method of calculating the ex-
haust gas flow rate Qexh using these parameters is
well-known from U.S Pat. 6,698,192. The exhaust gas
temperature in the DPF 1 is determined as an average
value of the temperatures detected by the upstream tem-
perature sensor 4 and downstream temperature sensor
5.
[0027] The accumulation method is a method of cal-
culating the particulate matter deposit amount by accu-
mulating particulate matter deposit amounts per unit
time, which is determined according to the running con-
ditions of the diesel engine 10. The load and rotation
speed of the diesel engine 10 are applied as the running
conditions. The particulate matter deposit amount in the
DPF 1 per unit time is calculated using a map having the
characteristics shown in FIG. 9, which defines in advance
the relationship between the load and rotation speed of
the diesel engine 10 and the particulate matter deposit
amount in the DPF 1 per unit time.
[0028] Referring to FIG. 7, the error of the differential
pressure sensor 2 which detects the differential pressure
∆P in the differential pressure method decreases steadily
as the exhaust gas flow rate Qexh rises. Hence when
the vehicle travels at a low vehicle speed, the estimation
precision of the particulate matter deposit amount in the
DPF 1 according to the differential pressure method is
lower than that of the accumulation method.
[0029] Further, the detected temperatures of the up-
stream temperature sensor 4 and downstream temper-
ature sensor 5 are used to calculate the exhaust gas flow
rate Qexh according to the differential pressure method,
but temperature sensors typically have poor responsive-
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ness.
[0030] Variation in the exhaust gas flow rate generally
accompanies variation in the exhaust gas temperature.
In the calculation method of the exhaust gas flow rate
Qexh described above, the exhaust gas temperature is
used as a parameter, and therefore when the exhaust
gas flow rate changes suddenly, a time lag occurs in the
calculation result. Hence when the exhaust gas flow rate
changes suddenly, the estimation precision of the par-
ticulate matter deposit amount in the DPF 1 according to
the differential pressure method deteriorates.
[0031] In response to these characteristics of the dif-
ferential pressure method and accumulation method, the
controller 3 applies estimation using the differential pres-
sure method and estimation using the accumulation
method to estimation of the particulate matter deposit
amount in the DPF 1 selectively, in accordance with the
running conditions.
[0032] Here, in the differential pressure method, the
particulate matter deposit amount can be calculated di-
rectly from running condition data at that point in time,
whereas in the accumulation method, the particulate mat-
ter deposit amount is calculated by adding the deposit
amount per unit time to past particulate matter deposit
amounts. Hence , when switching from the differential
pressure method to the accumulation method, the accu-
mulation method is applied by adding the deposit amount
per unit time to the particulate matter deposit amount
calculated according to the differential pressure method
at the time of switching. When switching from the accu-
mulation method to the differential pressure method, the
particulate matter deposit amount calculated by the dif-
ferential pressure method is applied immediately in place
of the particulate matter deposit amount calculated by
the accumulation method.
[0033] Next, referring to FIG. 2, a particulate matter
deposit amount estimation routine executed by the con-
troller 3 to estimate the particulate matter deposit amount
will be described. The controller 3 executes this routine
at intervals of ten milliseconds while the diesel engine 10
is operative.
[0034] In a step S1, the controller 3 determines wheth-
er or not the vehicle speed detected by the vehicle speed
sensor 13 exceeds forty kilometers per hour. As de-
scribed above, when the particulate matter deposit
amount is estimated using the differential pressure meth-
od, precision deteriorates as the vehicle speed decreas-
es, and below a certain vehicle speed, the particulate
matter deposit amount estimation precision falls below
that of the accumulation method. The vehicle speed of
forty kilometers per hour applied in the step S1 is an
example of this boundary vehicle speed.
[0035] In reality, the boundary vehicle speed is de-
pendent on the characteristics of the differential pressure
sensor 2 and diesel engine 10, and is therefore deter-
mined through experiment or simulation. When the de-
termination of the step S1 is affirmative, the controller 3
performs the processing of a step S2, and when negative,

the controller 3 executes steps S12-S14 to calculate the
particulate matter deposit amount according to the accu-
mulation method.
[0036] In the step S2, the controller 3 determines
whether or not a vehicle speed rate of change ∆VSP is
lower than a threshold TS2. As described above, when
the exhaust gas flow rate changes suddenly, the preci-
sion with which the particulate matter deposit amount in
the DPF 1 is estimated using the differential pressure
method deteriorates.
[0037] Here, the exhaust gas flow rate varies linearly
in accordance with variation in the vehicle speed. Hence,
when comparing the differential pressure method and
accumulation method in relation to the particulate matter
deposit amount estimation precision, a boundary rate of
change in the exhaust gas flow rate at which the precision
reverses is expressed as the vehicle speed rate of
change, and this is set as the threshold TS2. The reason
for using the vehicle speed rate of change is that it is
easier to calculate the vehicle speed rate of change than
the rate of change in the exhaust gas flow rate. The spe-
cific numerical value of the threshold TS2 is determined
through experiment or simulation, but may be one to two
kilometers per hour per second, for example.
[0038] When the determination in the step S2 is affirm-
ative, the controller 3 performs the processing of a step
3, and when negative, the controller 3 executes the steps
S12-S14 to calculate the particulate matter deposit
amount according to the accumulation method.
[0039] In the step S3, the controller 3 determines
whether or not the vehicle speed VSP is equal to or lower
than a reference vehicle speed Vtc. The reference vehi-
cle speed Vtc is a vehicle speed that is stored in the
non-volatile memory 20 in a step S9 to be described be-
low. Here, the controller 3 performs the determination by
reading the reference vehicle speed Vtc stored in the
non-volatile memory 20 during the previous execution of
the step S9.
[0040] When the determination of the step S3 is affirm-
ative, the controller 3 performs the processing of a step
S4, and when negative, the controller 3 executes steps
S8-S10 to calculate the particulate matter deposit
amount according to the differential pressure method.
[0041] In the step S4, the controller 3 determines
whether or not an elapsed time from a set time Ttc to a
current time T is less than a threshold TS1. The set time
Ttc is a time that is stored in the non-volatile memory 20
in the step S9 to be described below. Here, the controller
3 performs the determination by reading the set time Ttc
stored in the non-volatile memory 20 during the previous
execution of the step S9. The threshold TS1 denotes a
time span in which the particulate matter deposit amount
shows substantially no change. The threshold TS1 is set
to several minutes. The meaning of the processing of the
step S4 will be described later.
[0042] When the determination in the step S4 is affirm-
ative, the controller 3 executes steps S5-S7 to calculate
the particulate matter deposit amount according to the
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accumulation method. When the determination in the
step S4 is negative, the controller 3 executes the steps
S8-S10 to calculate the particulate matter deposit
amount according to the differential pressure method.
[0043] In the step S5, the controller 3 refers to the map
having the characteristics shown in FIG. 9, which is
stored in the ROM in advance, to determine a particulate
matter deposit amount ∆PM per unit time on the basis of
the fuel injection amount Q and rotation speed N of the
diesel engine 10. By setting the unit time to equal the
execution interval of the routine, ∆PM equals the partic-
ulate matter deposit amount during the period from the
previous execution of the routine to the current execution
of the routine.
[0044] In consideration of error, the map is set to pro-
vide slightly larger values than the actual particulate mat-
ter deposit amount per unit time. If the particulate matter
deposit amount is estimated too low, the particulate mat-
ter deposit amount at the beginning of regeneration of
the DPF 1 exceeds the predetermined amount at which
regeneration should begin, and the excessive heat gen-
erated by combustion of the excessive particulate matter
deposit amount may damage the filter material of the
DPF 1. Providing slightly larger values on the map is use-
ful for preventing such problems.
[0045] Next, in the step S6, the controller 3 calculates
an estimated value PMb of the particulate matter deposit
amount by adding the particulate matter deposit amount
∆PM per unit time, determined in the step S5, to a pre-
vious value PMbz stored in the non-volatile memory 20.
[0046] Next, in the step S7, the controller 3 stores the
estimated value PMb in the non-volatile memory 20 as
the previous value PMbz to be used in the next execution
of the routine.
[0047] Following the processing of the step S7, the
controller 3 performs the processing of a step S11.
[0048] Meanwhile, estimation of the particulate matter
deposit amount according to the differential pressure
method in the steps S8-S10 is performed as follows.
[0049] In the step S8, the controller 3 calculates the
exhaust gas flow rate Qexh of the DPF 1 from the differ-
ential pressure ∆P upstream and downstream of the DPF
1, the intake air flow rate, the exhaust gas temperature
in the DPF 1, and the fuel injection amount Q of the diesel
engine 10, as described above. Then, the controller 3
refers to the map having the characteristics shown in
FIG. 8, stored in the ROM in advance, to determine an
estimated value PMa of the particulate matter deposit
amount on the basis of the differential pressure ∆P and
the exhaust gas flow rate Qexh. Numerical values are
set on the map in advance to provide slightly larger values
than the actual deposit amount.
[0050] Next, in the step S9, the controller 3 stores the
current vehicle speed VSP and current time T in the
non-volatile memory 20 as the reference vehicle speed
Vtc and the set time Ttc respectively. The step S9 is only
performed when estimating the particulate matter deposit
amount by the differential pressure method. Accordingly,

the set time Ttc denotes the time at which estimation of
the particulate matter deposit amount by the differential
pressure method was last performed.
[0051] The step S4 described above is executed to
determine whether or not the elapsed time following the
latest estimation of the particulate matter deposit amount
using the differential pressure method has reached the
threshold TS1, or in other words whether or not the dif-
ferential pressure method was applied immediately be-
forehand.
[0052] Next, in the step S10, the controller 10 stores
the estimated value PMa of the particulate matter deposit
amount in the non-volatile memory 20 as the previous
value PMbz to be used in the next execution of the rou-
tine. The estimated value PMa of the particulate matter
deposit amount itself may also be used in subsequent
executions of the routine, and therefore the estimated
value PMa is also stored in the non-volatile memory 20.
[0053] Following the processing of the step S7 or the
step S10, the controller 3 sets the estimated value PMa
of the particulate matter deposit amount, determined in
the step S8, as a particulate matter deposit amount output
value PM in the step S11. The significance of the process-
ing performed in the step S11 will be described in detail
hereafter. Following the step S11, the controller 3 termi-
nates the routine.
[0054] The particulate matter deposit amount calcula-
tion process according to the accumulation method in
the steps S12-S14 is identical to the process in the steps
S5-S7, and hence description thereof has been omitted.
[0055] Following the processing of the step S14, the
controller 3 sets the estimated value PMb of the partic-
ulate matter deposit amount, calculated in the step S13,
as the particulate matter deposit amount output value
PM in a step S15. Following the processing of the step
S15, the controller 3 terminates the routine.
[0056] In this routine, the differential pressure method
of the steps S8-S10 is applied to estimation of the par-
ticulate matter deposit amount when the vehicle speed
exceeds forty kilometers per hour, and when the vehicle
speed rate of change ∆VSP is smaller than the threshold
TS2.
[0057] Even in these cases, if the vehicle speed VSP
falls below the reference vehicle speed Vtc stored in the
non-volatile memory 20 before the elapsed time following
application of the differential pressure method reaches
the threshold TS1, the particulate matter deposit amount
is calculated according to the accumulation method in
the steps S5-S7. In other words, if the vehicle speed VSP
falls during application of the differential pressure meth-
od, the estimated value PMb of the particulate matter
deposit amount according to the accumulation method
is calculated instead of the estimated value PMa of the
particulate matter deposit amount according to the dif-
ferential pressure method until the duration of the re-
duced vehicle speed state reaches the threshold TS1.
[0058] However, the estimated value PMb of the par-
ticulate matter deposit amount calculated in the steps
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S5-S7 according to the accumulation method is not out-
put, and instead the estimated value PMa of the partic-
ulate matter deposit amount stored in the non-volatile
memory 20 is set as the output value PM.
[0059] In other words, when the vehicle speed de-
creases during application of the differential pressure
method, the estimated value PMa of the particulate mat-
ter deposit amount that was estimated according to the
differential pressure method prior to the decrease in the
vehicle speed VSP is output as is as the output value PM
until an amount of time corresponding to the threshold
TS1 elapses. As described above, the numerical values
of the estimated value PMa of the particulate matter de-
posit amount, calculated according to the differential
pressure method, are set to slightly larger values on the
map than the actual deposit amount. Hence, as long as
the speed reduction ends after a short time period, the
estimated value PMa of the particulate matter deposit
amount prior to the speed reduction can be output with
no great error occurring between the estimated amount
and actual deposit amount.
[0060] When the duration of the speed reducing state
exceeds the threshold TS1, calculation of the estimated
value PMa of the particulate matter deposit amount using
the differential pressure method in the steps S8-S10
resumes, and the calculation result is set as the output
value PM.
[0061] The reason for calculating the estimated value
PMb of the particulate matter deposit amount using the
accumulation method in the steps S5 and S6 during the
period lasting until the elapsed time following application
of the differential pressure method reaches the threshold
TS1, even though the calculation result is not output dur-
ing this period, is as follows.
[0062] The processing of the steps S5-S7 is performed
only when the determination of the step S4 is affirmative.
In this case, the previous value PMbz is not updated in
the step S10. In this state, when the determination of the
step S1 or S2 becomes negative, the particulate matter
deposit amount is calculated subsequently according to
the accumulation method in the steps S12-S14.
[0063] As the previous value PMbz used in the step
S12 immediately after the switch, the value of PMbz up-
dated immediately beforehand in the step S7 is more
accurate than the value of PMbz obtained in the step S10
when updating is halted. In other words, the particulate
matter deposit amount estimated value PMb is calculated
in the steps S5 and S6, and the result of the calculation
is stored in the non-volatile memory 20 in the step S7, to
ensure the accuracy of the previous value PMbz serving
as an initial value upon application of the accumulation
method in the steps S12-S15.
[0064] The steps S5-S7 are executed only during the
brief time period lasting until the duration of the speed
reducing state of the vehicle reaches the threshold TS1.
Therefore, the steps S5-S7 may be omitted, and the
processing of the step S11 may be performed as soon
as the step S4 becomes affirmative. In this case, when

switching from the differential pressure method of the
steps S8-S10 to the accumulation method of the steps
S12-S14, the previous value PMbz used to calculate the
particulate matter deposit amount estimated value PMb
in the step S13, which is performed immediately after the
switch, takes the value stored in the non-volatile memory
20 in the step S10 during application of the differential
pressure method.
[0065] Referring to FIGs. 3A and 3B, variation in the
particulate matter deposit amount in the DPF 1, which is
estimated by executing the above routine, will be de-
scribed.
[0066] The diesel engine 10 is started up at a time t0,
and the vehicle begins to advance. The particulate matter
deposit amount is estimated using the accumulation
method by executing the steps S12-S15 until the vehicle
speed reaches forty kilometers per hour. The previous
value PMbz used initially in the step S13 at the time t0
is the value stored in the non-volatile memory 20 at the
end of the previous operation of the diesel engine 10.
Here, it is assumed that the previous value PMbz at the
time t0 is zero.
[0067] When the vehicle speed exceeds forty kilom-
eters per hour, the determination of the step S1 becomes
affirmative. Furthermore, when the vehicle speed rate of
change ∆VSP falls below the threshold TS2 in the step
S2 and the vehicle speed VSP is larger than the reference
vehicle speed Vtc in the step S3, the method of estimating
the particulate matter deposit amount is switched at a
time t1. More specifically, the particulate matter deposit
amount is estimated using the differential pressure meth-
od in the steps S8-S10 instead of the steps S12-S15.
[0068] Since the differential pressure method does not
depend on the previous value PMbz, the estimated value
of the particulate matter deposit amount changes in
stepped fashion following the switch from a deposit
amount PMb1 according to the accumulation method to
a deposit amount PMa1 according to the differential pres-
sure method.
[0069] The particulate matter deposit amount is esti-
mated using the differential pressure method until a time
t2, at which the vehicle speed falls below forty kilometers
per hour. As described above, the map of the particulate
matter deposit amount estimated value PMa used in the
differential pressure method provides slightly larger val-
ues than the actual deposit amount, and therefore the
straight line linking the estimated values PMb1 and PMb2
is always slightly higher than an actual deposit amount Y.
[0070] At a time t2, after the vehicle speed has fallen
below forty kilometers per hour, the particulate matter
deposit amount is estimated using the accumulation
method by executing the steps S12-S15 again. At the
time t2, the previous value PMbz applied in the step S13
is the value set in the step S10 of the differential pressure
method which ended immediately beforehand. In the ac-
cumulation method, this previous value PMbz is used as
the starting point for accumulation of the deposit amount,
and hence when switching from the differential pressure
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method to the accumulation method, no step occurs in
the estimated particulate matter deposit amount.
[0071] Thereafter, the particulate matter deposit
amount is estimated while switching between the accu-
mulation method and differential pressure method ac-
cording to variation in the vehicle speed. At a time t6, the
output value PM of the particulate matter deposit amount
reaches the predetermined amount at which regenera-
tion is to be performed, and hence the controller 3 exe-
cutes regeneration of the DPF 1 by executing another
routine.
[0072] The processing relating to a temporary speed
reduction in the vehicle during application of the differ-
ential pressure method is not shown in FIGs. 3A and 3B.
As described above, when the vehicle speed decreases
during application of the differential pressure method, the
output value PM is maintained at the value of PMa prior
to the speed reduction until the duration of the speed
reduction reaches the threshold TS1, and at the same
time, the steps S5-S7 are executed to update the previ-
ous value PMbz used in the accumulation method. As a
result, the output value PM remains stable even when
the vehicle speed varies frequently during application of
the differential pressure method, while the accuracy of
the previous value PMbz used after switching to the ac-
cumulation method is not affected adversely.
[0073] The broken line X in the drawing illustrates var-
iation in the particulate matter deposit amount estimated
using the accumulation method alone. The accumulation
method exhibits favorable estimation precision at low ve-
hicle speeds, but at high vehicle speeds, the estimation
precision falls below that of the differential pressure
method. Accordingly, if the accumulation method contin-
ues to be used to estimate the particulate matter deposit
amount even after the vehicle speed exceeds forty kil-
ometers per hour, the error in the estimated deposit
amount accumulates as shown by the broken line X in
the drawing such that the estimated deposit amount
reaches the predetermined amount for beginning regen-
eration at a time t3. In contrast, when the accumulation
method and differential pressure method are applied se-
lectively according to the vehicle speed, a favorable es-
timation precision of the particulate matter deposit
amount can be realized.
[0074] Next, referring to FIG. 4, a second embodiment
of this invention will be described.
[0075] The hardware constitution of the second em-
bodiment is identical to that of the first embodiment, but
the second embodiment differs from the first embodiment
in that a routine shown in FIG. 4 is executed instead of
the particulate matter deposit amount estimation routine
of FIG. 2. The execution conditions of this routine are
identical to those of the routine in FIG. 2. The differences
between this routine and the routine of FIG. 2 relate to
the conditions for switching between the accumulation
method and differential pressure method. More specifi-
cally, in this routine, steps S22, S23, and S29 are pro-
vided in place of the steps S2, S3, and S9 in the routine

of FIG. 2, respectively. The other steps are identical to
those of the routine in FIG. 2.
[0076] In the step S22, the controller 3 determines
whether or not a rate of change ∆N in the engine rotation
speed exceeds a threshold TS3. The threshold TS3 has
the same significance as the threshold TS2 relating to
the vehicle speed rate of change ∆VSP. That is, when
comparing the differential pressure method and accumu-
lation method in relation to the estimation precision of
the particulate matter deposit amount, the boundary rate
of change in the exhaust gas flow rate at which the pre-
cision reverses is a value expressed as the rate of change
∆N in the engine rotation speed. The specific numerical
value of the threshold TS3 is determined through exper-
iment or simulation.
[0077] In the step S23, a determination is made as to
whether or not the engine rotation speed N is equal to or
lower than a reference engine rotation speed Ntc.
[0078] In the step S29, the controller 3 stores the cur-
rent engine rotation speed N and current time T in the
non-volatile memory 20 as the reference engine rotation
speed Ntc and set time Ttc respectively.
[0079] In this embodiment, the rate of change ∆N in
the engine rotation speed is used instead of the vehicle
speed rate of change ∆VSP used in the first embodiment
as a parameter for switching between the accumulation
method and differential pressure method. As described
above, when the exhaust gas flow rate changes sudden-
ly, the estimation precision of the differential pressure
method deteriorates, and it is therefore preferable to ap-
ply the accumulation method. In this embodiment, this
condition is determined according to the engine rotation
speed rate of change ∆N rather than the vehicle speed
rate of change ∆VSP.
[0080] As regards estimation of the particulate matter
deposit amount in the DPF 1, similar favorable effects to
those of the first embodiment, shown in FIGs. 3A and
3B, can also be obtained in this embodiment.
[0081] Next, referring to FIG. 5, a third embodiment of
this invention will be described.
[0082] The hardware constitution of the third embodi-
ment is identical to that of the first embodiment, but the
third embodiment differs from the first embodiment in that
a routine shown in FIG. 5 is executed instead of the par-
ticulate matter deposit amount estimation routine of FIG.
2. The execution conditions of this routine are identical
to those of the routine in FIG. 2. The differences between
this routine and the routine of FIG. 2 relate to processing
performed when the running conditions change to accu-
mulation method application conditions immediately after
application of the differential pressure method. More spe-
cifically, in this routine, steps S44 and S49 are provided
in place of the steps S4 and S9 in the routine of FIG. 2,
respectively. The other steps are identical to those of the
routine in FIG. 2.
[0083] In the step S44, the controller 3 determines
whether or not the difference between a traveled distance
D of the vehicle at the present time, detected by the odom-
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eter 15, and a reference traveled distance Dtc is lower
than a threshold TS4. The difference between the
traveled distance D at the present time and the reference
traveled distance Dtc shows the distance traveled by the
vehicle following the latest estimation of the particulate
matter deposit amount using the differential pressure
method. In the step S4 of the routine in FIG. 2, the elapsed
time following the latest estimation of the particulate mat-
ter deposit amount using the differential pressure method
is used to determine whether or not the differential pres-
sure method was applied immediately beforehand. In this
routine, the same determination is made on the basis of
the traveled distance of the vehicle. The threshold TS4
expresses the threshold TS1, relating to the elapsed
time, in terms of the distance traveled by the vehicle.
[0084] After estimating the particulate matter deposit
amount PMa using the differential pressure method in
the step S8, the controller 3 stores the current vehicle
speed VSP and current traveled distance D of the vehicle
in the non-volatile memory 20 as the reference vehicle
speed Vtc and reference traveled distance Dtc, respec-
tively, in the step S49.
[0085] As regards estimation of the particulate matter
deposit amount in the DPF 1, similar favorable effects to
those of the first embodiment, shown in FIGs. 3A and
3B, can also be obtained in this embodiment.
[0086] Next, referring to FIG. 6, a fourth embodiment
of this invention will be described.
[0087] This embodiment relates to calculation of the
particulate matter deposit amount using the differential
pressure method, which is performed in the step S8 of
the first through third embodiments. In this embodiment,
a sub-routine shown in FIG. 6 is executed in the step S8.
[0088] First, in a step S31, a determination is made as
to whether or not the previous value PMbz of the partic-
ulate matter deposit amount stored in the non-volatile
memory 20 exceeds a threshold TS5. The threshold TS5
takes a slightly smaller value than the predetermined
amount set as the particulate matter deposit amount for
beginning regeneration of the DPF 1. Here, the threshold
TS5 is set at ninety percent of the predetermined amount
for beginning regeneration. The step S31 is performed
to determine whether or not the DPF 1 is approaching
the regeneration timing. When the determination of the
step S31 is affirmative, the controller 3 increases the gear
ratio of a transmission provided in the vehicle in a step
S32. In other words, a downshift is performed. By per-
forming a downshift, the rotation speed of the diesel en-
gine 10 is increased, and the exhaust gas flow rate is
increased.
[0089] When the determination of the step S31 is neg-
ative, or when the processing of the step S32 is complete,
in a step S33 the controller 3 estimates the particulate
matter deposit amount according to the differential pres-
sure method by means of the same process as that per-
formed in the step S8 of the first through third embodi-
ments.
[0090] According to this embodiment, when applying

the differential pressure method, a determination is made
as to whether or not the regeneration timing of the DPF
1 is near, and if the regeneration timing is near, the ex-
haust gas flow rate is increased by performing a down-
shift. As described above, the differential pressure meth-
od exhibits favorable estimation precision when the ex-
haust gas flow rate is large. Hence, by increasing the
exhaust gas flow rate when the regeneration timing of
the DPF 1 is near and then estimating the particulate
matter deposit amount, the estimation precision of the
deposit amount can be improved, and the regeneration
timing can be determined correctly.
[0091] This embodiment may be combined with any of
the first through third embodiments.
[0092] The contents of Tokugan 2004-233191, with a
filing date of August 10, 2004 in Japan, are hereby incor-
porated by reference.
[0093] Although the invention has been described
above by reference to certain embodiments of the inven-
tion, the invention is not limited to the embodiments de-
scribed above. Modifications and variations of the em-
bodiments described above will occur to those skilled in
the art, within the scope of the claims.
[0094] For example, in each of the above embodi-
ments, the parameters required for the estimation of the
particulate matter deposit amount of DPF 1 are detected
using sensors, but this invention can be applied to any
estimation device which can perform the claimed estima-
tion using the claimed parameters regardless of how the
parameters are acquired.
[0095] The embodiments of this invention in which an
exclusive property or privilege is claimed are defined as
follows:

Claims

1. An estimation device which estimates a particulate
matter deposit amount in a diesel particulate filter (1)
provided in an exhaust passage (7) of a diesel engine
(10) for a vehicle, comprising:

a differential pressure sensor means (2) which
detects a differential pressure between an ex-
haust gas pressure in the exhaust passage (7)
upstream of the filter (1) and an exhaust gas
pressure in the exhaust passage (7) down-
stream of the filter (1);
a sensor means (12, 14) which detects a running
condition of the diesel engine (10);
a sensor means (13) which detects a parameter
associated with an exhaust gas flow rate in the
filter (1); and
a programmable controller (3) programmed to:

estimate the particulate matter deposit
amount in the filter (1) by applying a first
estimation method in which the particulate
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matter deposit amount is estimated on the
basis of the differential pressure, and a sec-
ond estimation method in which a periodical
increment in the particulate matter deposit
amount is calculated on the basis of the run-
ning condition and the particulate matter de-
posit amount is calculated by accumulating
the increment, selectively in accordance
with the parameter (S1, S8, S12, S13); and
set the particulate matter deposit amount
estimated in the first estimation method as
an initial value for starting accumulation
when applying the second estimation meth-
od (S10, S13).

2. The estimation device as defined in Claim 1, wherein
the controller (3) is further programmed to apply the
first estimation method when the parameter is great-
er than a predetermined value (S1, S8), and apply
the second estimation method when the parameter
is not greater than the predetermined value (S1, S12,
S13).

3. The estimation device as defined in Claim 2, wherein
the predetermined value is set such that when the
parameter is greater than the predetermined value,
an estimation precision of the first estimation method
exceeds an estimation precision of the second esti-
mation method, and when the parameter is smaller
than the predetermined value, the estimation preci-
sion of the first estimation method is lower than the
estimation precision of the second estimation meth-
od.

4. The estimation device as defined in Claim 2 or Claim
3, wherein the parameter is a vehicle speed.

5. The estimation device as defined in Claim 4, wherein
the controller (3) is further programmed to apply the
second estimation method when a rate of change in
the vehicle speed exceeds a predetermined thresh-
old, even if the vehicle speed is greater than the pre-
determined value (S2, S12, S13).

6. The estimation device as defined in Claim 5, wherein
the estimation device further comprises a sensor
means (14) which detects an engine rotation speed
of the diesel engine (1), and the controller (3) is fur-
ther programmed to apply the second estimation
method when a rate of change in the engine rotation
speed exceeds a predetermined threshold, even if
the vehicle speed is greater than the predetermined
value (S22, S12, S13).

7. The estimation device as defined in any one of Claim
4 through Claim 6, wherein the controller (3) further
comprises a non-volatile memory (20) which stores
the estimated particulate matter deposit amount.

8. The estimation device as defined in Claim 7, wherein
the controller (3) is further programmed to output a
value stored in the non-volatile memory (20) as the
particulate matter deposit amount when the vehicle
speed decreases within a predetermined time period
following execution of the first estimation method
(S3, S4, S11).

9. The estimation device as defined in Claim 8, wherein
the controller (3) is further programmed to estimate
a second particulate matter deposit amount by ap-
plying the second estimation method when the ve-
hicle speed decreases within the predetermined time
period following execution of the first estimation
method (S3-S7), and accumulate the increment ac-
cording to the second estimation method using the
second particulate matter deposit amount as the in-
itial value when the vehicle speed falls below the
predetermined value (S13).

10. The estimation device as defined in Claim 7, wherein
the controller (3) is further programmed to output a
value stored in the non-volatile memory (20) as the
particulate matter deposit amount when the engine
rotation speed decreases within a predetermined
time period following execution of the first estimation
method (S23, S4, S11).

11. The estimation device as defined in Claim 10, where-
in the controller (3) is further programmed to estimate
a second particulate matter deposit amount by ap-
plying the second estimation method when the en-
gine rotation speed decreases within the predeter-
mined time period following execution of the first es-
timation method (S23, S4-S7), and accumulate the
increment according to the second estimation meth-
od using the second particulate matter deposit
amount as the initial value when the vehicle speed
falls below the predetermined value (S13).

12. The estimation device as defined in Claim 7, wherein
the controller (3) is further programmed to output a
value stored in the non-volatile memory (20) as the
particulate matter deposit amount when the vehicle
speed decreases within a predetermined traveled
distance following execution of the first estimation
method (S3, S44, S11).

13. The estimation device as defined in Claim 12, where-
in the controller (3) is further programmed to estimate
a second particulate matter deposit amount by ap-
plying the second estimation method when the ve-
hicle speed decreases within the predetermined
traveled distance following execution of the first es-
timation method (S3, S44, S5-S7) and accumulate
the increment according to the second estimation
method using the second particulate matter deposit
amount as the initial value when the vehicle speed

15 16 



EP 1 626 166 A2

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

falls below the predetermined value (S13).

14. The estimation device as defined in any one of Claim
7 through Claim 13, wherein the diesel engine (10)
comprises an engine which drives a vehicle via a
transmission, and the controller (3) is further pro-
grammed to determine whether or not the particulate
matter deposit amount in a non-volatile memory (20)
exceeds a predetermined deposit amount prior to
execution of the first estimation method (S31), and
downshift the transmission when the particulate mat-
ter deposit amount in the non-volatile memory (20)
exceeds the predetermined deposit amount (S32).

15. The estimation device as defined in any one of Claim
1 through Claim 14, wherein the first estimation
method comprises a method in which the particulate
matter deposit amount is estimated on the basis of
the differential pressure and the exhaust gas flow
rate in such a way that an estimated particulate mat-
ter deposit amount increases as the exhaust gas flow
rate decreases and the differential pressure increas-
es.

16. The estimation device as defined in any one of Claim
1 through Claim 15, wherein the sensor means (12,
14) which detects the running condition comprises
a sensor (14) which detects an engine load of the
diesel engine (10), and a sensor (12) which detects
an engine rotation speed of the diesel engine (10),
and the second estimation method comprises a
method in which the increment is estimated on the
basis of the engine load and the engine rotation
speed in such a way that the increment increases
as the engine load increases and the engine rotation
speed increases, and the particulate matter deposit
amount is estimated by accumulating the estimated
increment.

17. An estimation method which estimates a particulate
matter deposit amount in a diesel particulate filter (1)
provided in an exhaust passage (7) of a diesel engine
(10) for a vehicle, comprising:

detecting a differential pressure between an ex-
haust gas pressure in the exhaust passage (7)
upstream of the filter (1) and an exhaust gas
pressure in the exhaust passage (7) down-
stream of the filter (1);
detecting a running condition of the diesel en-
gine (10);
detecting a parameter associated with an ex-
haust gas flow rate in the filter (1);
estimating the particulate matter deposit amount
in the filter (1) by applying a first estimation meth-
od in which the particulate matter deposit
amount is estimated on the basis of the differ-
ential pressure, and a second estimation meth-

od in which a periodical increment in the partic-
ulate matter deposit amount is calculated on the
basis of the running condition and the particulate
matter deposit amount is calculated by accumu-
lating the increment, selectively in accordance
with the parameter (S1, S8, S12, S13); and
setting the particulate matter deposit amount es-
timated in the first estimation method as an initial
value for starting accumulation when applying
the second estimation method (S10, S13).
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