
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

Europäisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(19)

E
P

1 
63

2 
58

0
A

2
��&�����
����
�

(11) EP 1 632 580 A2

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
08.03.2006 Bulletin 2006/10

(21) Application number: 05019029.7

(22) Date of filing: 01.09.2005

(51) Int Cl.:
C12Q 1/68 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC NL PL PT RO SE SI 
SK TR
Designated Extension States: 
AL BA HR MK YU

(30) Priority: 01.09.2004 KR 2004069560
13.04.2005 KR 2005030745

(71) Applicant: Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.
Suwon-si, Gyeonggi-Do (KR)

(72) Inventors:  
• Namkoong, Kak

Songpa-gu,
Seoul (KR)

• Kim, Jin-Tae
Taean-eub,
Hwaseong-si,
Gyeonggi-do (KR)

• Lee, Young-sun
dong
Bundang-gu
Seongnam-si
Gyeonggi-do (KR)

• Kim, Young-a
dong, 
Yeongtong-gu
Suwon-si
Gyeonggi-do (KR)

(74) Representative: Grünecker, Kinkeldey, 
Stockmair & Schwanhäusser 
Anwaltssozietät
Maximilianstrasse 58
80538 München (DE)

(54) Method for quantifying initial concentration of nucleic acids from real-time amplification data

(57) Provided is a method for quantifying an initial
concentration of a nucleic acid from a real-time nucleic
acid amplification data. Nucleic acid (DNA or RNA) ex-
tracted from organism or virus is amplified using an en-
zyme. Then, the initial concentration of the nucleic acid
is found by calculating the characteristic amplification cy-
cle number or the characteristic amplification time at
which the fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid sub-
tracted by the background fluorescence intensity of the

nucleic acid has half of its maximum value, or the char-
acteristic amplification cycle number or the characteristic
amplification time at which the amplification efficiency
has the maximum or the minimum value, or the pri-
or-to-amplification fluorescence intensity of the nucleic
acid subtracted by the background fluorescence intensity
of the nucleic acid. Accordingly, the initial concentration
of the nucleic acid can be calculated without differentia-
tion or integration.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a method for quantifying the initial nucleic acid concentration, and more par-
ticularly, to a method for quantifying the initial nucleic acid concentration from real-time nucleic acid amplification data,
which is obtained by polymerase chain reaction (PCR), ligase chain reaction (LCR), strand displacement amplification
(SDA), nucleic acid sequence-based amplification (NASBA), transcription mediated amplification (TMA), rolling-circle
amplification (RCA), and so on.
[0002] Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) is most widely used among a variety of analysis methods for detecting and
quantifying nucleic acid. A principle of the PCR is disclosed in U.S. Patent Nos. 4,683,195 and 4,683,202.
[0003] Conventional PCR gives only a qualitative result of an amplified DNA at end point by an agarose gel. However,
such conventional PCR has a problem in that it cannot be used in quantitative analyses. In order to solve the problem,
real-time PCR has been developed. The real-time PCR uses an optical detection system to detect in real time the
fluorescence intensity that is proportional to the concentration of an amplified DNA, such that a quantitative analysis of
DNA is possible.
[0004] Conventional methods for quantifying the initial concentration of a nucleic acid from a nucleic acid amplification
data are disclosed in U.S. Patent Nos. 6,303,305 and 6,503,720. In these conventional methods, a nucleic acid is
amplified and a function representing the amount of the nucleic acid in each amplification cycle is obtained. Then, n-th
order derivative of the function is calculated and the initial concentration of the nucleic acid is calculated from the result.
Also, a quantitative analysis method using the maximum value of the derivative as threshold cycle (Ct) is disclosed in
U.S. Patent No. 6,303,305, and a quantitative analysis method using maximum, minimum and zero value of the derivative
as Ct is disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 6,503,720.
[0005] Also, another method for quantifying the initial concentration of a nucleic acid from the nucleic acid amplification
data is disclosed in U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002-0031768. Herein, the concentration of the nucleic acid
is quantified using a specific value of the derivative.
[0006] It is the object of the present invention to provide a method for quantifying the initial concentration of a nucleic
acid from real-time nucleic acid amplification data without differentiation or integration.
[0007] This object is solved by the subject matter of the independent claims.
[0008] Preferred embodiments are defined by the dependent claims.
[0009] According to an aspect of the present invention, a method for quantifying the initial concentration of a nucleic
acid includes: amplifying a nucleic acid; producing a function representing a correlation between fluorescence intensity
which increases or decreases in proportion to the amount of the nucleic acid and amplification cycle number or ampli-
fication time; using the function to calculate a characteristic amplification cycle number or a characteristic amplification
time at which the fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid subtracted by the background fluorescence intensity of the
nucleic acid has half of its maximum value; and calculating the initial concentration of the nucleic acid from the charac-
teristic amplification cycle number or the characteristic amplification time.
[0010] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method for quantifying the initial concentration of a
nucleic acid includes: amplifying a nucleic acid; producing a function representing a correlation between fluorescence
intensity which is proportional to the amount of the nucleic acid and amplification cycle number or amplification time of
the nucleic acid; using the function to calculate the prior-to-amplification fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid sub-
tracted by a background fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid; and calculating the initial concentration of the nucleic
acid from the calculated prior-to-amplification fluorescence intensity subtracted by a background fluorescence intensity.
[0011] According to a further another aspect of the present invention, a method for quantifying the initial concentration
of a nucleic acid includes: amplifying a nucleic acid; producing a function representing a correlation between the ampli-
fication efficiency of the nucleic acid and amplification cycle number or amplification time of the nucleic acid; using the
function to calculate a characteristic amplification cycle number or a characteristic amplification time at which amplification
efficiency has the maximum or the minimum value; and calculating the initial concentration of the nucleic acid from the
characteristic amplification cycle number or the characteristic amplification time.
[0012] According to the present invention, the initial concentration of the nucleic acid can be quantified without differ-
entiation or integration.
[0013] The above and other features and advantages of the present invention will become more apparent by describing
in detail exemplary embodiments thereof with reference to the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a graph showing a mathematical model of a correlation between the fluorescence intensity of the amplified
nucleic acid and amplification cycle number;
FIGS. 2A through 2F are graphs showing the real amplification data of a nucleic acid and the least-square fitting
results of those data with the mathematical model of FIG. 1;
FIG. 3 is a graph showing the relation between amplification efficiency and amplification cycle number for various
initial concentrations of a nucleic acid;
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FIG. 4 is a graph showing a method of calculating the characteristic amplification cycle number at which amplification
efficiency has the maximum value in FIG. 3;
FIG. 5 is a graph showing the relations of the characteristic amplification cycle number (n1/2) at which the fluorescence
intensity of the nucleic acid subtracted by the background fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid has half of its
maximum value in the mathematical model of FIG. 1 with the initial concentration of the nucleic acid, the characteristic
amplification cycle number(nEmax) at which amplification efficiency has the maximum value in FIG. 3 with the initial
concentration of the nucleic acid, and the conventional characteristic amplification cycle number Ct where the 2nd

derivative of the fluorescence intensity has the maximum value with the initial concentration of the nucleic acid;
FIG. 6 is a graph showing the relation between R0, the prior-to-amptification fluorescence intensity of the nucleic
acid subtracted by a background fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid in the mathematical model of FIG. 1 and
the initial concentration of the nucleic acid;
FIGS. 7A through 7C are tables showing the method for calculating the initial concentration of the nucleic acid
according to the present invention and the result of the prior art;
FIGS. 8A through 8E are graphs showing variations of the relation between fluorescence intensity of a nucleic acid
and amplification cycle number, and graphs showing variations of the relation between amplification efficiency and
amplification cycle number for various initial concentrations of the nucleic acid;
FIG. 9 is a graph showing a relation between the characteristic amplification cycle number at which amplification
efficiency has the maximum value and the initial concentration of a nucleic acid obtained from the test results of
FIGS. 8A through 8E;
FIG. 10 is a graph showing variations of the relation between background-corrected amplification efficiency and
amplification cycle number, adopting various values as the background fluorescence intensity of a nucleic acid;
FIGS. 11A through 11E are graphs showing variations of initial behaviours of fluorescence intensity of a nucleic
acid for various initial concentrations;
FIGS. 12A through 12F are graphs showing variations of the background-corrected amplification efficiency profiles
for various initial concentrations of a nucleic acid adopting various values as the background fluorescence intensity;
FIGS. 12G and 12H show graphs of variations of the relation between the initial concentration of a nucleic acid and
the characteristic amplification cycle number where the background-corrected amplification efficiency has the max-
imum or the minimum value, and graphs of variations of the relation between the initial concentration of a nucleic
acid and %CV of the characteristic amplification cycle number where the background-corrected amplification effi-
ciency has the maximum or the minimum value for various values of Rb in FIGS. 12A through 12F;
FIG. 13 is a graph showing variations of the relations between fluorescence intensity and amplification cycle number
for various methods of adopting the background fluorescence intensity;
FIGS. 14A and 14B show graphs showing variations of the relations between the background-corrected amplification
efficiency and amplification cycle number for various methods of adopting the background fluorescence intensity in
FIG. 13;
FIG. 15 is a graph showing the relations between the initial concentration of a nucleic acid and characteristic
amplification cycle number where the background-corrected amplification efficiency has the maximum value with
and without background fluorescence intensity correction;
FIG. 16 shows the effect of background fluorescence intensity correction on the accuracy of the quantification method
of the initial concentration of a nucleic acid using the characteristic amplification cycle number where the back-
ground-corrected amplification efficiency has the maximum value, which is obtained using the relations of FIG. 15; and
FIG. 17 is a graph showing an example illustrating the effect of %CV of the characteristic amplification cycle number
on the accuracy of quantification of the initial concentration of a nucleic acid.

[0014] A method for quantifying the initial concentration of a nucleic acid from a real-time nucleic acid amplification
data, especially, a PCR data will now be described with reference to the accompanying drawings.
[0015] FIG. 1 is a graph showing a mathematical model of the relation between the fluorescence intensity of the
amplified nucleic acid and amplification cycle number.
[0016] Nucleic acid amplification using enzyme is performed by [a] methods requiring a thermal cycle, such as PCR,
RT-PCR, nested PCR and LCR, or isothermal nucleic acid amplification methods, such as SDA, NASBA, TMA and RCA.
Here, the nucleic acid may be extracted from an organism or a virus.
[0017] The result of measuring the fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid at each amplification cycle from a real-time
PCR experiment can be modelled as the graph shown in FIG. 1. A sigmoidal model of FIG. 1 can be expressed by
Equation 1 below. 



EP 1 632 580 A2

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

where,
R: fluorescence intensity of a nucleic acid
Rb: background fluorescence intensity of a nucleic acid
Rmax: the maximum fluorescence intensity of a nucleic acid
n: amplification cycle number
n1/2: characteristic amplification cycle number at which the fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid subtracted by the
background fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid has half of its maximum value
k: a parameter related to the rate of change of the fluorescence intensity during amplification reaction
[0018] The error between the mathematical model and the actual PCR data can be calculated by Equation 2 below. 

 

where Rn represents the actual fluorescence intensity of a nucleic acid at n-th amplification cycle in real-time PCR.
[0019] Using the least-square fitting method in order to compute the parameters Rb, Rmax, n1/2 and k in the mathematical
model of FIG. 1, nonlinear-equation set of Equation 3 or Equations 4a through 4d is obtained and this can be solved
using the Newton-Raphson method. 
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[0020] When n=0 in Equation 1, the fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid before the amplification reaction sub-
tracted by the background fluorescence intensity Rb can be defined by Equation 5. 

[0021] FIGS. 2A through 2F are graphs showing the real amplification data of a HBV plasmid DNA and the least-square
fitting results of those data with the mathematical model of FIG. 1.
[0022] FIG. 2A is the result when the initial concentration of the nucleic acid is 107 copy/rxn (the number of copies in
a reaction volume), FIG. 2B is the result when the initial concentration is 106 copy/rxn, FIG. 2C is the result when the
initial concentration is 105 copy/rxn, FIG. 2D is the result when the initial concentration is 104 copy/rxn, FIG. 2E is the
result when the initial concentration is 105 copy/rxn, and FIG. 2F is the result when the initial concentration is 2.5�106

copy/rxn. It can be seen that the cycle number at which the nucleic acid starts to be rapidly amplified decreases as the
initial concentration of the nucleic acid increases.
[0023] Also, it can be seen that the graphs of the experimental results about the correlation between the fluorescence
intensity of the nucleic acid and the amplification cycle number is almost similar to those of least-square fitting results
using the mathematical model of Equation 1.
[0024] The amplification efficiency can be modelled as Equations 6a and 6b mathematically. 

where,
Rn: the fluorescence intensity at n-th amplification cycle
Rn-1: the fluorescence intensity at (n-1)-th amplification cycle
En: the amplification efficiency at n-th amplification cycle
[0025] Equation 6a can be rewritten as Equation 6b below. 
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[0026] FIG. 3 is a graph showing the relation between the amplification efficiency and amplification cycle number for
various initial concentrations of the nucleic acid. Referring to FIG. 3, it can be seen that the amplification efficiency is
not constant during PCR cycles.
[0027] FIG. 4 is a graph showing a method of finding the characteristic amplification cycle number at which amplification
efficiency has the maximum value in FIG. 3.
[0028] Referring to FIG. 4, assume that x-y coordinates at three points around the maximum or the minimum are
known. The mathematical method of finding the � value which maximizes or minimizes y value using a parabolic curve
fitting will no be described.
[0029] First, set Equation 7a below for three coordinates (x1, y1), (x2, y2) and (x3, y3). 

[0030] If Equation 7a is rewritten in a matrix form, the result is given by Equation 7b. 

If one defines  constants a, b and c can be represented by Cramer’s rule as follows. 

[0031] Then, xmax can be calculated from Equation 7d below. 
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[0032] Hitherto, the method of implementing the relationships between the fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid
and the amplification cycle number using mathematical models and calculating the parameters of mathematical models
have been described. A description will now be made about the relationships between a specific parameter of mathe-
matical models and the initial concentration of the nucleic acid. Also, a description will be made about methods of
quantification of the initial concentration of the nucleic acid based on the relationship.
[0033] FIG. 5 is a graph showing the relations of the characteristic amplification cycle number (n1/2) at which the
fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid subtracted by the background fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid has
half of its maximum value in the mathematical model of FIG. 1 with the initial concentration of the nucleic acid, the
characteristic amplification cycle number(nEmax) at whcich the amplification efficiency has the maximum value in FIG.
3 with the initial concentration of the nucleic acid, and the conventional characteristic amplification cycle number Ct at
which the 2nd derivative of the fluorescence intensity has the maximum value with the initial concentration of the nucleic
acid.
[0034] Referring to FIG. 5, as the initial concentration (log[copy/rxn]) is higher, both characteristic amplification cycle
numbers n1/2 and nEmax decrease. Also, it can be seen that the slope of the conventional method of calculating the initial
concentration of the nucleic acid using [a] the 2nd derivative [value] is almost the same to those using n1/2 and nEmax,
which will be used in this invention. Here, the standard calibration curves using nEmax is placed below those using n1/2.
Therefore, when nEmax is used, the initial concentration of the nucleic acid can be quantified within a smaller amplification
cycle number than the case using n1/2.
[0035] FIG. 6 is a graph showing the relation between R0 in Equation 5 and the initial concentration of the nucleic
acid. Referring to FIG. 6, it can be seen that log (initial concentration of nucleic acid) is linearly proportional to log(R0).
[0036] Three novel methods are described for obtaining the initial concentration of the nucleic acid using the proportional
relationship of FIGS. 5 and 6. The first method is to use the characteristic amplification cycle number or time n1/2 at
which the fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid subtracted by the background fluorescence intensity of the nucleic
acid has half of its maximum value, and the second method is to use the characteristic amplification cycle number or
the characteristic amplification time at which the amplification efficiency of the nucleic acid becomes maximum(nEmax)
or minimum(nEmin). The third method is to use R0, the prior-to-amplification fluorescence intensity subtracted by the
background fluorescence intensity.
[0037] A description will now be made about methods for quantifying the initial concentration of the nucleic acid whose
initial concentration is unknown, using the above novel methods.
[0038] First, a nucleic acid amplification reaction (for example, PCR, LCR, SDA, NASBA, TMA, RCA, etc.) is performed
on predetermined standard nucleic acid samples, whose initial concentrations are known. Then, the parameters of the
mathematical model shown in FIG. 1 or 3 are calculated. Then, the standard calibration curve like FIG. 5 or 6, is obtained
using a parameter among n1/2, nEmax and R0.
[0039] Simultaneously, the same nucleic acid amplification reaction is performed on unknown samples and the same
parameter(n1/2 or nEmax or R0) as used in the standard calibration curve is calculated. Then, the initial concentration of
the unknown nucleic acid samples [is] are found from the standard calibration curve shown in FIG. 5 or 6. Specifically,
when nEmax is used, the amplification efficiency can be obtained and displayed in real time with much less numerical
efforts. Moreover, the initial concentration of the nucleic acid can be quantified with a very simple calculation, thereby
reducing the number of the amplification cycle number needed to quantify an unknown nucleic acid sample.
[0040] FIGS. 7A through 7C are tables showing an example of quantification results of the nucleic acid using the
methods in the present invention and those using Ct from the 2nd derivative of the fluorescence intensity in the prior art.
[0041] FIG. 7A shows the calculated values of parameters used in quantification of the nucleic acid, whose initial
concentrations are 104, 105, 106 and 107 copy/rxn so as to obtain the standard calibration curve, as shown in FIGS. 5
and 6. (6 repetitions) FIGS. 7B and 7C show the quantification results of [the] trial nucleic acid samples using the standard
calibration curve obtained in FIG. 7A according to the present invention, and those using the standard calibration curve
in the prior art. Referring to FIGS. 7B and 7C, instead of Ct, n1/2, nEmax or Ro can be used as the characteristic factor
for the quantitative analysis of the nucleic acid. In FIG. 7B, Error is the percentage of a value obtained by dividing an
absolute value of [(the copy/rxn value calculated from the calibration curve)-(true copy/rxn value)] by (true copy/rxn
value). For example, the first value in Error(Ct) is calculated as (5.4E+0.5 - 5.0E+05) /5.0E+05, i.e., 8.08%. In FIG. 7C,
Avg error at 5.0E05 represents an average value of errors in FIG. 7B from 6-time repetitions.
[0042] FIGS. 8A through 8E show graphs showing variations of the relation between fluorescence intensity of a nucleic
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acid and amplification cycle number, and graphs showing variations of the relation between amplification efficiency and
amplification cycle number for initial concentrations 10°, 101, 102,103, 104, 105, 106, 107, and 108 copy/rxn of the nucleic
acid (9 repetitions).
[0043] Referring to FIGS. 8A through 8E, the background fluorescence signals of the nucleic acid are subtracted in
the graphs showing the relations between the fluorescence intensity and the amplification cycle number. As can be seen
from FIGS. 11A through 11E, the fluorescence intensity starts from a positive value, decreases and again increases at
the initial stages. This results from the photobleaching effect, the well-known characteristics of a fluorescence dye. All
the minimum fluorescence intensities of FIGS. 11A through 11 E are zero because the background fluorescence inten-
sities are subtracted. This causes the amplification efficiency profiles to have a pointed and sharp maximum as in FIGS
8A through 8E. The maximum efficiencies in FIGS. 8A through 8E are larger than 1.0, which cannot be accepted as a
concept of efficiency physically.
[0044] FIG. 9 is a graph which shows the relation between the characteristic amplification cycle number nEmax and
the initial concentration of the nucleic acid obtained from the test result of FIGS. 8A through 8E.
[0045] Referring to FIG. 9, the graph is linear in range of initial concentration of the nucleic acid from 103 to 107 so
that it can be used as a standard calibration curve for that range to calculate the initial concentration according to the
present invention. However, when the initial concentration of the nucleic acid is below 103, the data have an irregular
pattern.
[0046] In order to prevent the amplification efficiency profile from having a pointed and sharp maximum which is larger
than 1.0, Equation 6b which represents the amplification efficiency can be rewritten as below. 

where, Rn is the fluorescence intensity in the n-th amplification cycle, Rn-1 is the fluorescence intensity in the (n-1)-th
amplification cycle, Rb is an arbitrary constant which represents the background fluorescence intensity, and En is the
amplification efficiency in the n-th amplification cycle, respectively.
[0047] FIG. 10 is a graph of the background-corrected amplification efficiency profiles according to four different
definitions of the background fluorescence intensity Rb in six repetitive tests when the initial concentration of the nucleic
acid is 107 copy/rxn. When Rb is zero, that is, when the minimum value Rmin of the fluorescence intensity during ampli-
fication reaction is zero, the amplification efficiency profile has a pointed and sharp shape, as in FIGS. 8A through 8E.
Although the amplification cycle numbers at which the maximum amplification efficiency occurs seem almost constant
when Rb is zero, it occurs at earlier cycle numbers and its value is not constant for 6 repetitions.
[0048] On the contrary, when Rb is non-zero (that is, R1, 0.01, -(Rb)sigmoidal), the amplification cycle numbers at which
the maximum amplification efficiency occurs seem almost constant and the value of the maximum amplification efficiency
is also constant for 6 repetitions.
[0049] The constant acceptable as the constant Rb and the improvement when Rb is considered in the definition of
the amplification efficiency will now be described with reference to FIGS. 15 through 17.
[0050] First, -(Rb)sigmoidal, which results from the least-square fitting of the fluorescence intensity data at all amplification
cycles to sigmoidal model in Equation 1, can be used as Rb in Equation 8.
[0051] Second, when the fluorescence intensity starts from non-zero, decreases to zero and again increases (refer
to FIGS. 11A through 11E) at the initial stage of amplification reaction, the value corresponding to the initial fluorescence
intensity can be used as the value of Rb. For example, referring to FIGS. 11A through 11E, although the initial fluorescence
intensity is slightly different for different initial concentrations of the nucleic acid, it is 0.01 on average. Therefore, the
value of 0.01 can be used as the value of Rb. The initial fluorescence intensity will not change significantly if the ampli-
fication conditions such as reagents, fluorescence dyes, and optical exposure time do not change. Therefore, once the
value corresponding to the initial fluorescence intensity is determined experimentally, it can be used as Rb from that
time on. On the contrary, if the amplification conditions such as reagents, fluorescence dyes, and optical exposure time
change, the value corresponding to the initial fluorescence intensity must be determined again experimentally.
[0052] Third, the fluorescence intensity at the first amplification cycle, R1 can be used as the value of Rb. Even though
the amplification conditions such as reagents, fluorescence dyes, and optical exposure time change, this method has
the advantage that users need no additional efforts for determining Rb because the fluorescence intensity at the first
amplification cycle is always measured at every test. Although this method has this advantage over the second method,
the quantification error may increase when the fluorescence intensity at the first amplification cycle is very close to zero.
[0053] Fourth, the value that makes the maximum amplification efficiency be "1" (unity) in the amplification efficiency
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function of Equation 8 can be used as the value of Rb. In order to obtain Rb such that the maximum amplification efficiency
is "1", the value of Rb has to be found by iterative methods such as successive substitution at every amplification
experiment. Although this method is ideal in principle, the iterative calculation may be complicated or time-consuming.
[0054] As described above, the background fluorescence intensity Rb can be set to one of the following values: 1)
-(Rb)sigmoidal obtained through the least-square fitting of the fluorescence intensity data at all amplification cycles to the
sigmoidal model in Equation 1; 2) the value (about 0.01 for FIGS. 11A through 11E) corresponding to the initial fluores-
cence intensity; 3) [the strength R1 of] the fluorescence intensity at the first amplification cycle, R1; and 4) the value that
makes the maximum amplification efficiency be "1".
[0055] Here, the use of -(Rb)sigmoidal of the background fluorescence intensity may be inconvenient because it must
be calculated through the nonlinear curve fitting of sigmoidal model. However, other methods in the present invention
(the initial fluorescence intensity, R1, and the value that makes the maximum amplification efficiency be "1") need not
use the curve fitting.
[0056] Even a larger positive or negative value can be used as the value of Rb for calculating the background-corrected
amplification efficiency. This will be described with reference to FIGS. 12A through 12H.
[0057] FIGS. 12A through 12C and 12D through 12F are graphs illustrating variations of the background-corrected
amplification efficiency for various values of the background fluorescence intensity using the same experimental data
as in FIGS. 8A through 8E. The cases where Rb are positive values of 0.01, 0.1, 1, 10, 100, and 1000 are shown in
FIGS. 12A through 12C. Since the respective cases have well-distinguishable positive peaks in background-corrected
amplification efficiency with almost an equal interval in amplification cycle number according to the initial concentration
of the nucleic acid, they can be used to quantify the initial concentration of the nucleic acid according to the present
invention. However, when the value of Rb is larger than 0.1, the maximum value of the background-corrected amplification
efficiency becomes very smaller than 1, which has no physical meaning in terms of the amplification efficiency. However,
as can be seen from FIGS. 12A through 12C, the amplification cycles nEmax where the respective background-corrected
amplification efficiency profiles have the maximum values are located at almost an equal interval. Thus, all of them can
be used in qualifying the initial concentration of the nucleic acid. However, it is preferable to use the case where the
background-corrected amplification efficiency is in range from 0 to 1, that is, the case where the value of Rb is 0.01 (the
value corresponding to the initial fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid).
[0058] The cases where Rb are negative values of -0.01, -0.1, -1, -10, -100, and -1000 are shown in FIGS. 12D through
12F. When the value of Rb is -0.01 and -0.1, the divisor of the background-corrected amplification efficiency function
(Equation 8) approaches to zero very closely, so that the background-corrected amplification efficiency profiles have a
pointed and sharp peaks and do not represent the regular-interval pattern when the absolute value of Rb is large, the
background-corrected amplification efficiency profiles have well-distinguishable negative peaks with almost an equal
interval in amplification cycle number according to the initial concentration of the nucleic acid. Specifically, when the
value of Rb is less than -1, the value of the background-corrected amplification efficiency is negative. Since the ampli-
fication efficiency has the physical meaning only in the range from 0 to 1, although the initial concentration of the nucleic
acid can be quantified using the values given in FIGS. 12D through 12F, there is no physical meaning in terms of the
amplification efficiency. However, as can be seen from FIGS. 12D through 12F, when the value of Rb is less than -1
(e.g., -1, -10, -100, -1000), the amplification cycles nEmin where the respective background-corrected amplification
efficiency profiles have the minimum values are located at almost an equal interval. Thus, all of them can be used in
qualifying the initial concentration of the nucleic acid.
[0059] FIGS. 12G and 12H show graphs of variations of the relation between the initial concentration of the nucleic
acid and the characteristic amplification cycle number nEmax or nEmin where the background-corrected amplification
efficiency has the maximum or the minimum value, and graphs of variations of the relation between the initial concentration
of a nucleic acid and %CV of nEmax or nEmin for various values of Rb in FIGS. 12A through 12C and 12D through 12F.
[0060] Referring to FIGS. 12G and 12H, when the value of Rb increases to a positive value (FIG. 12A) or decreases
to a negative value (FIGS. 12D through 12F), the graphs of the relation between the initial concentration of the nucleic
acid and nEmax or nEmin converge to a curve, respectively. Except the case where the value of Rb is 0 and -0.01, %CV
of nEmax is within 5% when the initial concentration of the nucleic acid is in range from 103 to 108 copy/rxn. A relation
between the quantification error in the initial concentration of the nucleic acid and %CV of nEmax or nEmin will be described
with reference to FIG. 17.
[0061] When the value of Rb is larger than some value, the value of %CV does not almost change. Thus, the values
except Rb=0 in FIG. 10, that is, R1, 0.01, and -(Rb)sigmoidal may be preferably used as the value of Rb so as to improve
%CV of nEmax while the amplification efficiency is in range from 0 to 1.
[0062] FIG. 13 is a graph showing variations of the relations between fluorescence intensity and amplification cycle
number for various methods of adopting the background fluorescence intensity.
[0063] FIGS. 14A and 14B show graphs showing variations of the relations between the background-corrected am-
plification efficiency and amplification cycle number for various methods of adopting the background fluorescence intensity
in FIG. 13. Referring to FIGS. 13 and 14A, when the value of Rb is zero, which is the minimum value of the fluorescence
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intensity profiles (that is, Rb=Rbmin=0), so that the divisor (Rn-1+Rb) of Equation 8 approaches to zero. Thus, the ampli-
fication efficiency En increases too large and Emax peak becomes sharp and pointed. Also, the amplification efficiency
may be easily influenced by noise. When the value of Rb is non-zero, the amplification efficiency profiles have well-dis-
tinguishable peaks with almost an equal interval in amplification cycle number according to the initial concentration of
the nucleic acid. However, in FIG. 14B, if Rb=R1, the maximum values of the background-corrected amplification efficiency
are larger than 1 in the initial stage of the amplification cycle (cycle number≤ 5) and the shape of the peaks 1. are very
sharp and pointed. In the conventional method of amplifying the nucleic acid, this rapid amplification in this early stage
generally does not occur and theamplification efficiency of larger than 1 has no physical meaning. Therefore, these
peaks have to be ignored and the second maximum peaks could be used for quantification of the initial concentration
of the nucleic acid.
[0064] FIG. 15 is a graph showing the standard calibration curves between the initial concentration of the nucleic acid
and the characteristic amplification cycle number nEmax with (Rb=0.01) and without (Rb=0) the background fluorescence
intensity correction.
[0065] Referring to FIG. 15, both standard calibration curves (with and without the background fluorescence correction)
are linear in the initial concentration of the nucleic acid ranging from 103 to 108. [The latter graph is disposed above the
former graph.] It is seen that he standard calibration curve with background fluorescence correction is located above
that without background fluorescence correction.
[0066] FIG. 16 shows the effect of background fluorescence intensity correction on the accuracy of the quantification
method of the initial concentration of the nucleic acid using the characteristic amplification cycle number nEmax, which
is obtained using the standard calibration curve of FIG. 15.
[0067] As can be seen from FIG. 16, using the background fluorescence correction (Rb=0.01), %CV (=St.Dev(standard
deviation)/Avg(average) of nEmax is reduced remarkably.
[0068] FIG. 17 is a graph showing an example illustrating the effect of %CV of the characteristic amplification cycle
number on the accuracy of quantification of the initial concentration of a nucleic acid.
[0069] Referring to FIG. 17, when %CV of the characteristic amplification cycles changes from 0.5 to 5.0, the error
(in copy) greatly changes from 6.85% to 48.5%. That is, even a slight increase in the error of the characteristic amplification
cycle may cause a large error in the quantification results of the initial concentration of the nucleic acid. For these reasons,
a very accurate quantifying method is indispensable. As shown in FIG. 16, using the background fluorescence correction
(Rb=0.01), the %CV of nEmax is greatly reduced so that the quantification accuracy is greatly improved compared with
the case without using the background fluorescence correction (Rb=0).
[0070] According to the present invention, three novel methods for finding the initial concentration of the nucleic acid
from the real-time nucleic acid amplification (PCR, LCR, SDA, NASBA, TMA, RCA, etc.) data are described using the
characteristic amplification cycle number or time at which the fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid subtracted by
the background fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid has half of its maximum value, the characteristic amplification
cycle number or time at which the amplification efficiency has the maximum or the minimum value, and the prior-to-am-
plification fluorescence intensity subtracted by the background fluorescence intensity, based on the mathematical model
with respect to the correlation between the amplification amount of the nucleic acid and the amplification cycle, without
differentiation or integration.
[0071] Specifically, when the characteristic amplification cycle at which the amplification efficiency has the maximum
or the minimum value is used, the amplification efficiency can be obtained and displayed in real time with much less
numerical efforts from the real-time nucleic acid amplification data. Therefore, the initial concentration of the nucleic acid
can be found more rapidly than other methods.
[0072] The invention can also be embodied as computer readable codes on a computer-readable recording medium.
The computer-readable recording medium is any data storage device that can store data which can be thereafter read
by a computer system. Examples of the computer-readable recording medium include read-only memory (ROM), ran-
dom-access memory (RAM), CD-ROMs, magnetic tapes, floppy disks, optical data storage devices, and carrier waves
(such as data transmission through the Internet). The computer-readable recording medium can also be distributed over
network coupled computer systems so that the computer readable code is stored and executed in a distribution fashion.
[0073] While the present invention has been particularly shown and described with reference to exemplary embodi-
ments thereof, it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art that various changes in form and details may be
made therein without departing from the scope of the present invention as defined by the following claims.

Claims

1. A method for quantifying an initial concentration of a nucleic acid, comprising:

amplifying a nucleic acid;
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producing a function representing a correlation between a fluorescence intensity which increases or decreases
in proportion to an amount of the nucleic acid and an amplification cycle number or an amplification time of the
nucleic acid;
using the function to calculate a characteristic amplification cycle number or a characteristic amplification time
at which the fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid subtracted by a background fluorescence intensity of the
nucleic acid has half of maximum value of the fluorescence intensity; and
calculating the initial concentration of the nucleic acid from the characteristic amplification cycle number or the
characteristic amplification time.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the nucleic acid is amplified using enzyme.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the nucleic acid is amplified using a nucleic acid amplification method that requires
a thermal cycling.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the nucleic acid is amplified using an isothermal nucleic acid amplification method.

5. The method of one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the function representing the correlation is produced using a sigmoidal
model.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the characteristic amplification cycle number or the characteristic amplification time
at which the fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid subtracted by the background fluorescence intensity of the
nucleic acid has half of maximum value of the fluorescence intensity is calculated using a nonlinear least-square
fitting method with respect to the function that uses the sigmoidal model.

7. The method of one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the initial concentration of the nucleic acid is calculated from the
characteristic amplification cycle number or the characteristic amplification time by using a standard calibration
curve, which represents a relationship between the initial concentration of the nucleic acid and the characteristic
amplification cycle number or the characteristic amplification time at which the fluorescence intensity of the nucleic
acid subtracted by the background fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid has half of its maximum value.

8. A method for quantifying an initial concentration of a nucleic acid, comprising:

amplifying a nucleic acid;
producing a function representing a correlation between a fluorescence intensity which increases or decreases
in proportion to an amount of the nucleic acid and an amplification cycle number or an amplification time of the
nucleic acid;
using the function to calculate a prior-to-amplification fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid subtracted by a
background fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid; and
calculating the initial concentration of the nucleic acid from the calculated prior-to-amplification fluorescence
intensity subtracted by the background fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the nucleic acid is amplified using enzyme.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein the nucleic acid is amplified using a nucleic acid amplification method that requires
a thermal cycling.

11. The method of claim 8, wherein the nucleic acid is amplified using an isothermal nucleic acid amplification method.

12. The method of claim 8, wherein the function representing the correlation is produced using a sigmoidal model.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the prior-to-amplification fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid subtracted by
the background fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid is calculated using a nonlinear least square fitting method
with respect to the function that uses the sigmoidal model.

14. The method of one of claims 8 to 13, wherein the initial concentration of the nucleic acid is calculated from the
prior-to-amplification fluorescence intensity of a nucleic acid sample by using a standard calibration curve, which
represents a relationship between the initial concentration of the nucleic acid and the prior-to-amplification fluores-
cence intensity of the nucleic acid subtracted by the background fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid.



EP 1 632 580 A2

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

15. A method for quantifying an initial concentration of a nucleic acid, comprising:

amplifying a nucleic acid;
producing a function representing a correlation between an amplification efficiency of the nucleic acid and
amplification cycle number or amplification time of the nucleic acid;
using the function to calculate a characteristic amplification cycle number or a characteristic amplification time
at which the amplification efficiency has the maximum or the minimum value; and
calculating the initial concentration of the nucleic acid from the characteristic amplification cycle number or the
characteristic amplification time.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the nucleic acid is amplified using enzyme.

17. The method of claim 15, wherein the nucleic acid is amplified using a nucleic acid amplification method that requires
a thermal cycling.

18. The method of claim 15, wherein the nucleic acid is amplified using an isothermal nucleic acid amplification method.

19. The method of claim 15, wherein the function representing the amplification efficiency is expressed as 

where Rn is the fluorescence intensity at the n-th amplification cycle, Rn-1 is the fluorescence intensity at the (n-1)
-th amplification cycle, and En is the amplification efficiency at the n-th amplification cycle, respectively.

20. The method of claim 15, wherein the function representing the amplification efficiency is expressed as 

where Rn is the fluorescence intensity at the n-th amplification cycle, Rn-1 is the fluorescence intensity at the (n-1)
-th amplification cycle, Rb is a non-zero constant representing the background fluorescence intensity of the nucleic
acid, and En is the background-corrected amplification efficiency at the n-th amplification cycle, respectively.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the value of Rb is a value corresponding to an initial fluorescence intensity of the
nucleic acid.

22. The method of claim 20, wherein the value of Rb is the fluorescence intensity at the first amplification cycle, R1.

23. The method of claim 20, wherein the value of Rb is the background fluorescence intensity of the nucleic acid, which
is obtained from the function representing a correlation between the fluorescence intensity and the amplification
cycle number or the amplification time of the nucleic acid.

24. The method of claim 23, wherein the value of Rb is -(Rb)sigmoidal, which results from the least-square fitting of the
fluorescence intensity data of the nucleic acid at all amplification cycles to a sigmoidal model.

25. The method of claim 20, wherein the value of Rb is a value that makes the maximum value of the amplification
efficiency, En, be 1.

26. The method of one of claims 15 to 25, wherein the characteristic amplification cycle number or the characteristic
amplification time at which the amplification efficiency has the maximum or the minimum value is calculated by a
curve fitting of the function around the maximum or the minimum efficiency point.

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the curve fitting uses an n-th order polynomial, where n is integer more than two.
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28. The method of claim 26, wherein the curve fitting uses a sine or cosine function.

29. The method of claim 26, wherein the curve fitting uses a Gaussian distribution function.

30. The method of claim 26, wherein the curve fitting uses a Cupic spline interpolation method.

31. The method of one of claims 15 to 30, wherein the initial concentration of the nucleic acid is calculated from the
characteristic amplification cycle number or the characteristic amplification time by using a standard calibration
curve, which represents a relationship between an initial concentration of the nucleic acid and the amplification cycle
number or amplification time at which the amplification efficiency has the maximum or the minimum value.



EP 1 632 580 A2

14



EP 1 632 580 A2

15



EP 1 632 580 A2

16



EP 1 632 580 A2

17



EP 1 632 580 A2

18



EP 1 632 580 A2

19



EP 1 632 580 A2

20



EP 1 632 580 A2

21



EP 1 632 580 A2

22



EP 1 632 580 A2

23



EP 1 632 580 A2

24



EP 1 632 580 A2

25



EP 1 632 580 A2

26



EP 1 632 580 A2

27



EP 1 632 580 A2

28



EP 1 632 580 A2

29



EP 1 632 580 A2

30



EP 1 632 580 A2

31



EP 1 632 580 A2

32



EP 1 632 580 A2

33



EP 1 632 580 A2

34



EP 1 632 580 A2

35



EP 1 632 580 A2

36



EP 1 632 580 A2

37



EP 1 632 580 A2

38



EP 1 632 580 A2

39



EP 1 632 580 A2

40



EP 1 632 580 A2

41



EP 1 632 580 A2

42



EP 1 632 580 A2

43



EP 1 632 580 A2

44



EP 1 632 580 A2

45



EP 1 632 580 A2

46



EP 1 632 580 A2

47



EP 1 632 580 A2

48



EP 1 632 580 A2

49


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

