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(54) Clotheshorse

(57) Clotheshorse openable and closable between
an open use configuration, and a closed non-use config-
uration. The clotheshorse (1) comprises two support el-
ements (2’,2’’) relatively spaceable and/or movable close
relative to one another; at least one hanging surface (9)
hinged to a first support element (2’); a rest surface (14)
arranged at a lower height relative to the hanging surface
(9). The hanging surface (9) is removably connected to
the second support element (2’’).
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Description

[0001] The object of the present invention is a clothes-
horse for holding material placed outdoor, typically for
drying. Such clotheshorse is particularly adapted for
holding linen items, and even more in particular, for hold-
ing large-size linen items, such as sheets, tablecloths
and the like.
[0002] In order to put clothes and linen items to dry,
the use of clotheshorses is known, that allow the user to
arrange a plurality of cords or strings arranged one next
to the other. It is thus possible to obtain a considerable
overall length of the string with limited overall dimensions.
[0003] Known clotheshorses, however, exhibit some
disadvantages. In fact, its structural configuration makes
it quite difficult to lay large linen items, such as sheets
and tablecloths.
[0004] From the above description it is clear that the
need of having a clotheshorse which should be capable
of ensuring the possibility of easily laying large-size linen
items is felt.
[0005] The need of having a clotheshorse which
should facilitate the operation of arranging the items on
the string by providing a support surface is felt as well.
[0006] Finally, the need of obtaining a clotheshorse
which should be compact in closed configuration and
structurally steady in open configuration is felt.
[0007] The object of the present invention is to propose
a clotheshorse exhibiting such structural and functional
features as to overcome the disadvantages mentioned
above with reference to the prior art.
[0008] Such problems are solved with a clotheshorse
in accordance with claim 1.
[0009] Further features and advantages of the clothes-
horse according to the invention will appear more clearly
from the following description of some preferred embod-
iments, described by way of non-limiting examples with
reference to the annexed figures, wherein:
[0010] - figure 1 shows a perspective view of the
clotheshorse according to the invention in closed config-
uration;
[0011] - figure 2 shows the clotheshorse of figure 1 in
a first open configuration;
[0012] . - figure 3 shows the clotheshorse of figure 1
in a second open configuration;
[0013] - figure 4 shows the clotheshorse of figure 1 in
a third open configuration;
[0014] - figures 5a, 5b and 5c show three projections
of the clotheshorse in the configuration of figure 3;
[0015] - figure 6 shows a perspective view of a peg;
[0016] - figures 7a, 7b and 7c show three projections
of the peg of figure 6.
[0017] With reference to the above figures, reference
numeral 1 globally denotes a clotheshorse. The clothes-
horse shown comprises a support structure which in turn
comprises a first support element 2’ and a second support
element 2".
[0018] Such support structure is adapted for taking two

different configurations. A first, non-use configuration is
shown in figure 1. A second use configuration is shown
in figures from 2 to 5c.
[0019] In the non-use configuration, the two support
elements 2 are sided whereas in the use configuration,
the two support elements are spaced.
[0020] According to a preferred embodiment, the sup-
port elements 2 comprise wheels 20 at their base that
facilitate carriage of the clotheshorse and the action of
opening the support structure.
[0021] According to a preferred embodiment of the
clotheshorse, the support structure further comprises
hinged connecting means 3 between the two support el-
ements. Such hinged means 3 can for example comprise
a St. Andrew’s cross-shaped hinged structure.
[0022] The St. Andrew’s cross-shaped structure com-
prises two rod-shaped elements 4 hinged at the centre
40. Each rod-shaped element 4 exhibits a first end 5 con-
strained to a support element 2 so as to freely rotate
about a pin 6. The other end 7 of each rod-shaped ele-
ment 4 is constrained to the other support element 2 so
as to freely slide along a guide 8.
[0023] The embodiment of the support structure just
described allows imparting special steadiness to the
clotheshorse in the open use configuration and special
compactness in the closed non-use configuration.
[0024] The clotheshorse further comprises drying
means, adapted for receiving the material the user wants
to lay outdoors, typically for drying.
[0025] According to an embodiment, such drying
means comprise at least one hanging surface 9. Prefer-
ably, such surface 9 exhibits a stiff frame structure inside
which there are arranged - in an in se known way - por-
tions of cords or strings adapted for contacting with the
linen items to be dried. The hanging surface 9 is then
hinged, at a first end 10, to the first support element 2’,
so as to freely rotate about a pin 11. The other end 12 of
the hanging surface 9 is removably connectable to the
second support element 2", that is, by releasable con-
necting means 13.
[0026] Figure 2 shows an open configuration of the
clotheshorse and a closed configuration of the hanging
surface 9. In such configuration, connected only to sup-
port element 2’, it is not arranged for supporting linen
items.
[0027] Figures 3 and 5, on the other hand, show an
open configuration of the hanging surface 9 wherein, con-
nected to both support elements 2, it is arranged for sup-
porting linen items.
[0028] According to a first embodiment, the releasable
connecting means 13 comprise a pin 13’ integral with the
support element 2 and a hooking element 13" integral
with the hanging surface 9 and adapted for hooking pin
13’.
[0029] According to a preferred embodiment, the
hanging surface 9 is constrained at both ends 10 and 12
by releasable connecting means 13.
[0030] From the above description, a man skilled in
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the art will certainly understand that the support structure
of the clotheshorse according to the invention can ensure
very high compactness in the closed configuration, and
at the same time, high steadiness in the open configura-
tion. In fact, the hanging surface 9, with its stiff structure
and when is connected to both support elements 2, co-
operates to the strengthening of the entire support struc-
ture.
[0031] The clotheshorse further comprises means for
containing the material to hang to dry. Such means com-
prise a rest surface 14 arranged at a lower height relative
to the hanging surface 9. Also the rest surface 14, like
the hanging surface 9, is openable and closable so as to
change from a closed configuration (shown in figure 1)
to an open configuration (shown in figures 2, 3 and 4).
[0032] According to a preferred embodiment, the rest
surface 14 is made of a soft structure, for example a cloth,
preferably of a plastic or synthetic material or cotton, ar-
ranged so as to unfurl when the support structure of the
clotheshorse is moved to the use configuration.
[0033] For example, ends 15 of the rest surface 14 can
be constrained to the rod-shaped elements 4 in the prox-
imity of the respective ends 7. In this way, the St. An-
drew’s cross-shaped structure also unfurls the rest sur-
face 14 along the direction of removal/approach of the
support elements 2. Small stiff bars 16 keep the rest sur-
face 14 unfolded in the horizontal direction perpendicular
to that of removal/approach of the support elements 2.
[0034] According to a preferred embodiment, the
clotheshorse according to the invention further compris-
es at least another hanging surface 17, advantageously
a plurality of other hanging surfaces 17. Preferably, such
hanging surfaces 17 exhibit a stiff frame structure inside
which there are arranged - in an in se known way - por-
tions of cords or strings adapted for contacting with the
linen items to be dried. Each of said hanging surfaces 17
is connected to a support element 2 by a constrainable
hinge 18. Such constrainable hinge 18, in se known, al-
lows the user to turn each hanging surface 17 so as to
move it from the closed non-use configuration (shown in
figures 1, 2, 3 and 5) to the open use configuration (shown
in figure 4) and lock it overhanging in such position.
[0035] From the description above it can be under-
stood that the clotheshorse according to the invention
overcomes the disadvantages of the prior art.
[0036] From the description given above, the man
skilled in the art will particularly understand that the drying
means of the clotheshorse according to the invention are
especially adapted for holding linen items, and even more
in particular, for holding large-size linen items, such as
sheets, tablecloths and the like.
[0037] The man skilled in the art will also understand
that the presence of a rest surface allows further facili-
tating the arrangement of the linen items for drying.
[0038] At the same time, the man skilled in the art will
understand that the special structure of the clotheshorse
according to the invention is especially compact in the
closed non-use configuration and particularly steady in

the open use configuration.
[0039] Along with the clotheshorse according to the
invention, it is particularly advantageous to use a clothes
peg of the type shown in figures from 6 to 7c. Hereinafter,
a "clothes peg" denotes a device adapted for gripping
and holding an item to hang, for example a linen item to
lay outdoors for drying.
[0040] In order to hang or hold the clothes and the linen
items placed to dry, the use of pegs is known.
[0041] Pegs are known, which comprise two elements
that abut one onto the other by the effect of elastic means.
[0042] However, such known pegs exhibit some dis-
advantages. In fact, opening the peg causes the loss of
grip of an item gripped thereby. Once a first item has
been hanged on a clotheshorse with a conventional peg,
if a second item or a second hem of the same item has
to be hung in the same point, the peg needs to be reo-
pened, risking losing grip of the first item.
[0043] From the above description it is clear that the
need of having a peg which should be capable of hanging
different items or different hems of the same item in a
single point of the clotheshorse is felt.
[0044] The object of the present invention is to propose
a peg exhibiting such structural and functional features
as to overcome the disadvantages mentioned above with
reference to the prior art.
[0045] Such problems are solved with a peg in accord-
ance with claim 21.
[0046] Further features and advantages of the peg ac-
cording to the invention will appear more clearly from the
following description of some preferred embodiments,
described by way of non-limiting examples with reference
to figures from 6 to 7c.
[0047] The clothes peg, according to the invention, glo-
bally indicated with reference numeral 100, comprises a
central abutment element 101 and two different gripping
elements 102’ and 102". Each gripping element 102 com-
prises a contact portion 104 adapted for contacting with
the linen item and a control portion 106 adapted for being
handled by the user for acting on the peg to open or close
it.
[0048] Advantageously, each of the gripping elements
102’ and 102" is constantly affected by elastic means,
103’ and 103" respectively, so that its contact portion,
104’ and 104", abuts against a contact wall, 105’ and
105", obtained on each of the two sides of the central
abutment element 101. In an in se known way, when the
pressure applied by the user on the control portion 106
overcomes the strength of the elastic means 103, peg
100 opens.
[0049] Advantageously, the contact portions 104
and/or the contact walls 105 are knurled to increase the
peg grip on the linen item and prevent it from falling even
if wet.
[0050] Said elastic means 103, in se known to the man
skilled in the art, can comprise a spiral spring, a flat spring,
a portion of elastomeric material or any other equivalent
that could be suitable for the specific needs.
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[0051] According to an embodiment, such elastic
means 103’ and 103" coincide.
[0052] According to a preferred embodiment, peg 100
also comprises a hook 107 adapted for hooking peg 100
and any other items gripped therein on a special support,
typically provided by a clotheshorse.
[0053] From the description above it can be under-
stood that the peg according to the invention overcomes
the disadvantages of the prior art. In fact, the peg accord-
ing to the invention is very versatile, as it allows two op-
tions for gripping the material and fixing it to a single point,
independent of one another.
[0054] A man skilled in the art may make several
changes, adjustments and replacements of elements
with other functionally equivalent ones to the preferred
embodiments of the clotheshorse and of the peg, in order
to meet specific and incidental needs, without departing
from the scope of the following claims.

Claims

1. Clotheshorse (1) openable and closable between an
open use configuration, adapted for hanging mate-
rial to be dried, and a closed non-use configuration,
wherein said clotheshorse comprises:

- a support structure comprising a first support
element (2’) and a second support element (2"),
relatively spaceable and/or movable close rela-
tive to one another for changing from said open
configuration to said closed configuration of the
clotheshorse;
- drying means, adapted for keeping the material
to be dried hung, comprising at least one hang-
ing surface (9), said surface being hinged, at a
first transversal end (10), to said first support
element (2’);
- means for containing the material to hand to
dry, comprising a rest surface (14) arranged at
a lower height relative to said hanging surface
(9), said rest surface (14) being openable and
closable between said open configuration and
said closed configuration of the clotheshorse;

said clotheshorse being characterised in that
said hanging surface (9) is removably connectable,
at the other transversal end (12), to said second sup-
port element (2"), when said clotheshorse is in said
open configuration.

2. Clotheshorse according to claim 1 wherein said sup-
port elements (2) comprise wheels (20).

3. Clotheshorse according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said
support structure comprises hinged connecting
means (3) between the two support elements (2).

4. Clotheshorse according to claim 3, wherein said
hinged means (3) comprise a St. Andrew’s
cross-shaped structure comprising two rod-shaped
elements (4).

5. Clotheshorse according to claim 4, wherein said St.
Andrew’s cross-shaped structure comprises two
rod-shaped elements (4) hinged at the centre (40).

6. Clotheshorse according to claim 4, wherein said St.
Andrew’s cross-shaped hinged structure comprises
two rod-shaped elements (4), each of said
rod-shaped elements (4) having a first end (5) con-
strained to one of said support elements (2) so as to
freely rotate about a pin (6) and a second end (7)
constrained to the other of said support elements (2)
so as to freely slide along a guide (8) .

7. Clotheshorse according to any one of the previous
claims, wherein said hanging surface (9) comprises
a stiff frame structure.

8. Clotheshorse according to any one of the previous
claims, wherein said hanging surface (9) comprises
a stiff frame structure inside which there are ar-
ranged portions of cord.

9. Clotheshorse according to any one of the previous
claims, wherein said hanging surface (9) comprises
a stiff frame structure inside which there are ar-
ranged strings.

10. Clotheshorse according to any one of the previous
claims, wherein both ends (10; 12) of said hanging
surface (9) are constrained to said support elements
(2) by releasable connecting means (13).

11. Clotheshorse according to any one of the previous
claims, wherein said releasable connecting means
(13) comprise a pin (13’) integral with said support
element (2) and a hooking element (13") integral with
said hanging surface (9) and adapted for hooking
said pin (13’).

12. Clotheshorse according to any one of the previous
claims, wherein said rest surface (14) comprises a
soft structure.

13. Clotheshorse according to the previous claim,
wherein said soft structure comprises a cloth (14)
and stiff bars (16) adapted for keeping said cloth (14)
unfolded in the horizontal direction perpendicular to
that of removal/approach of the support elements
(2).

14. Clotheshorse according to claim 4, wherein the ends
(15) of said rest surface (14) are constrained to said
rod-shaped elements (4) in the proximity of said sup-
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port elements (2).

15. Clotheshorse according to any one of the previous
claims, wherein said rest surface is adapted for un-
furling when said support structure is moved to the
use configuration.

16. Clotheshorse according to claim 3, wherein said
hinged connecting means (3) between the two sup-
port elements (2) unfurl said rest (14) along the di-
rection of removal/approach of the support element
(2) when said support structure is moved to the use
configuration.

17. Clotheshorse according to any one of the previous
claims, further comprising at least one hanging sur-
face (17) connected to one of said support elements
(2).

18. Clotheshorse according to the previous claim,
wherein said at least one hanging surface (17) ex-
hibits a stiff frame structure inside which there are
arranged portions of cord or strings.

19. Clotheshorse according to claim 17, wherein said at
least one hanging surface (17) is connected to one
of said support elements (2) by a constrainable hinge
(18) adapted for allowing the rotation of said hanging
surface (17) between a closed non-use configuration
and an open use configuration.

20. Clotheshorse according to the previous claim,
wherein said constrainable hinge (18) is adapted for
locking said hanging surface (17) in said open use
configuration.

21. Clotheshorse according to any one of the previous
claims, comprising at least one wheel for being
moved.

22. Clotheshorse according to claim 21, wherein said
wheel is coupled to braking means adapted for pre-
venting said wheel from rolling.

23. Peg (100) or device adapted for holding an item to
hang, for example an item to lay for drying, compris-
ing:

- a first gripping element (102’) constantly influ-
enced by first elastic means (103) adapted for
abutting at least one contact portion (104) of said
first gripping element (102’) against a first con-
tact wall (105’), and
- a second gripping element (102") constantly
influenced by second elastic means (103)
adapted for abutting at least one contact portion
(104) of said second gripping element (102"’)
against a second contact wall (105"),

said device being characterised in that it further
comprises an abutment element (101), arranged be-
tween said gripping elements (102) and comprising
said contact walls (105) against which the contact
portions (104) abut by the action of the elastic means
(103).

24. Peg according to claim 23, wherein said contact por-
tions (104) and/or said contact portions (105) are
knurled.

25. Peg according to claim 24, wherein said elastic
means (103’) and said second elastic means (103")
coincide.

26. Peg according to claim 24, wherein said elastic
means (103) comprise a spiral spring.

27. Peg according to claim 24, wherein said elastic
means (103) comprise a flat spring.

28. Peg according to claim 24, wherein said elastic
means (103) comprise a portion of elastomeric ma-
terial.

29. Peg according to claim 24, comprising a hook (107).
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