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(54) Containers

(57) The present invention relates to containers 36
having a plurality of walls 6,10,12 wherein at least one
12 of the plurality of walls comprises an inner 4 and an
outer 12 panel. The inner panel 4 comprises a line of
weakness defining a closure member 32. The outer panel
12 comprises an edge 34. The edge 34 is arranged such
that outer panel 12 covers substantially all of line of weak-
ness such as to protect this line of weakness from outside
forces during transport and obscures an edge created
along the line of weakness after separating closure mem-
ber 32 from panel 4 from view.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to containers and
in particular to containers that are configured to be trans-
formed from a transport/transit configuration to a display
configuration. Such containers are sometimes referred
to as transit and display containers.
[0002] Some such containers have a base part and a
top part separable from the base along lines of perfora-
tion. Such containers can accordingly be transformed,
for example by shop personnel, from a transit state into
a display state without the need for special tools or equip-
ment.
[0003] After separation of such parts of the container
from each other along such a line of perforation, an edge
of the container panels created by this separating may
not give a clean cut appearance but may instead com-
prise parts of the material that had connected the parts
of the container prior to separation. This may negatively
affect the overall visual appearance of the container in
its display configuration.
[0004] It is an object of the present invention to over-
come or mitigate the above problem, and from a first as-
pect the present invention provides a container compris-
ing a plurality of walls; at least one of said plurality of
walls comprising an inner panel and an outer panel, said
outer panel having an access opening formed therein;
said inner panel comprising a line of weakness defining
a section on said inner panel that can be separated from
said inner panel to provide an opening in said inner panel
in alignment with said access opening in said outer panel;
wherein said line of weakness lies behind said outer pan-
el so as to be covered by said outer panel.
[0005] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention there is provided a container blank for erecting
into a container comprising: a first panel and a second
panel, said first panel and said second panel arranged
such that in the erected container the first panel overlaps
at least partially with the second panel and being ar-
ranged inside of the second panel, said second panel
having an access opening formed therein; said first panel
comprising a line of weakness defining a section on said
first panel that can be separated from said first panel to
provide an opening in said first panel in alignment with
said access opening in said second panel in the erected
container; wherein said line of weakness lies behind said
second panel so as to be covered by said second panel
in the erected container.
[0006] As the line of weakness is arranged behind the
front panel, when the section it surrounds is removed,
any untidiness in the torn edge will be hidden by the front
panel, leading to a tidier appearance. Also, since the line
of weakness is covered it is protected to some extent
from forces which might tend to tear it during transit.
[0007] Preferably the edge of said access opening in
said outer or second panel is arranged to extend sub-
stantially parallel to the line of weakness.
[0008] Most preferably the line of weakness is set back

between 1 and 3 mm from the edge of the access open-
ing.
[0009] When erecting a container from a blank, overlap
between two panels at opposing ends of a series of pan-
els is desirable, such as to permit closure of all open
edges of an erected container. In some previously known
container constructions a narrow tab is provided at one
end of a series of panels for this purpose. This tab can
be glued, stapled or otherwise attached to a panel on the
opposite end of a series of panels.
[0010] In a container blank of a preferred embodiment
the first and second panels are arranged at opposing
ends of a series of panels. An adhesive is preferably ap-
plied to an area of the face of the first panel that faces
the second panel during erecting of the container or to
an area of the face of the second panel that faces the
first panel during erecting of the container such as to
adhere the first and second panels to each other. This
preferred embodiment accordingly dispenses with the
need for glue tabs.
[0011] In an alternative arrangement, the first or inner
panel may be directly hingedly connected to the second
or outer panel. In this embodiment the first or inner panel
can therefore be folded into the container so as to be
arranged back to back in contact with the second or outer
panel. Preferably one or more other side walls of the con-
tainer also have a double thickness in their upper parts
formed by panels being folded into the container into con-
tact with outer panels.
The line of weakness can comprise a cut line, so that
only parts of the line of weakness need to be torn during
opening. Such a cut line can extend vertically along the
entire height of the section on the inner panel. Preferably
such cut lines extend along the entire height of the section
of the inner panel on both sides of the section.
[0012] An upwardly extending cut line defining part of
the section on the inner panel preferably comprises a
wave-like, undulating or zig-zag section. Providing such
a wave-like, undulating or zig-zag section, ensures that
vertical load in the container wall comprising the remov-
able section is transmitted from the removable section
to the remainder of the inner panel across the cut line
without the need for bridging material connecting the re-
movable section with the remainder of the inner panel,
as would be the case in a line of perforation.
[0013] Preferably the inner panel is secured to the out-
er panel. More preferably the inner panel is adhered to
the outer panel.
[0014] The inner panel preferably extends over sub-
stantially the entire height of the outer panel over at least
part of the width of the outer panel. The inner panel there-
fore acts as an additional or reinforcing layer that is able
to support a vertical load. Thus the combination of inner
and outer layer is able to support a larger vertical load
than the outer layer would be able to support in the ab-
sence of the inner layer. Preferably the inner panel ex-
tends over substantially the entire height of the outer pan-
el along two side edges of said outer panel, thus acting
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to reinforce the edge regions of the outer layer. Preferably
the inner panel is secured to the outer panel along at
least a part of the two side edges.
[0015] The separable section of the inner panel is pref-
erably arranged so as to narrow when the separable sec-
tion of said inner panel is pulled through the access open-
ing. It will be appreciated that, as the line of weakness is
arranged behind the outer panel, the separable section
is somewhat larger than the access opening. This can
make it difficult to pull the separable section through the
access opening. Arranging the separable section so that
it narrows when it is being pulled through the access
opening overcomes this problem.
[0016] Preferably, therefore, a fold line is provided on
the separable section of said inner panel, the fold line
being arranged so as to narrow the section of the inner
panel when that section folds about the fold line. The fold
line is preferably formed on the inside surface of said
section.
[0017] It has been recognised that this arrangement is
advantageous in its own right and according to another
aspect of the present invention, there is provided a con-
tainer with an aperture in a wall and a removable part
positioned such that it can be pulled through the aperture,
wherein a fold line is provided on the removable part such
as to facility deformation of said part as it is pulled through
said aperture.
[0018] The fold line is arranged so as to allow the re-
movable part to narrow (e.g. reduce its width) when it is
pulled through the aperture.
[0019] The fold line preferably extends in an upward
direction. The predetermined fold line preferably termi-
nates adjacent a finger hole in said removable part. Forc-
es introduced by pulling the removable part through the
finger hole can, in this arrangement, facilitate bending of
the removable part about the fold line.
[0020] The removable part is preferably hingedly con-
nected to the container. More preferably the removable
part is hingedly connected to the container along a line
of weakness.
[0021] The present invention further extends to a blank
for erecting into a container having an aperture in a wall
and a removable part positioned such that it can be pulled
through the aperture when the container is in an erected
state, wherein a fold line is provided on the removable
part so as to facilitate deformation of said part as it is
pulled through said aperture.
[0022] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention there is provided a container or a blank for erect-
ing into a container, comprising an inner panel having a
section that can be separated from the inner panel so as
to provide an access opening, and
an outer panel arranged outside of said inner panel of
said container or of said container in an erected state,
wherein an edge created by separation of the section
from the inner panel is arranged behind said outer panel
of the container in the erected state.
[0023] As mentioned above, in one arrangement, the

first or inner panel may be directly hingedly connected
to the second or outer panel. This arrangement is be-
lieved to be advantageous in that it allows a different
surface finish to be provided in the upper inner part of
the container. In particular, being folded into the container
the visible surface of the inner flap will be the same as
the surface of the outer container wall. This is typically
printed, so that printed matter can be provided on the
inner surface of the container in a convenient manner.
[0024] This is believed to be a novel feature in its own
right and therefore according to a further aspect of the
present invention there is provided a container compris-
ing a plurality of walls; wherein at least one of said walls
is of double thickness in an upper part thereof, comprising
an outer panel and inner panel in said upper part; wherein
said inner panel is created by hingedly folding a flap in-
wardly into said container around a hinge line arranged
towards the bottom of the container.
[0025] According to a further aspect of the present in-
vention there is provided a container blank for erecting
into a container comprising a plurality of walls, the con-
tainer blank comprising a first, outer wall panel and a
second, inner wall panel; wherein said second, inner wall
panel is arranged such that it is hingedly foldable into the
inside of the container during erecting around a hinge
line arranged towards the bottom of the container to form
a double thickness wall in an upper part of one of said
walls in the erected container.
[0026] Preferably the inner panel is formed with a top
flap which closes the container.
[0027] Preferably all the side walls of the container are
formed with a double thickness in the manner above, and
preferably each second, inner panel has a top flap.
[0028] In the preferred embodiment, the blank com-
prises a series of first, outer panels hingedly connected
together and a series of second, inner panels hingedly
connected together. Preferably only selected panels of
the second series of panels are directly hingedly con-
nected to the first series of panels. In a preferred embod-
iment, every other panel of the second series of panels
is directly hingedly connected to the corresponding panel
of the first series of panels. Preferably the hinged con-
nections take place at the front and rear walls of the con-
tainer.
[0029] Preferably flaps forming the bottom of an erect-
ed container are hingedly attached to those panels of the
first series of panels which are not hingedly connected
to the panels of the second series of panels. Most pref-
erably, edges of the bottom flaps and the corresponding
second panels lie adjacent each other in the blank.
[0030] As mentioned above, printing is preferably ap-
plied to one surface of the container blank such that it
may be observed on the outside of the container and the
folded in panels. This provides printing on both an outside
and an inside surface of a container without the need for
potentially costly printing on both surfaces of the contain-
er blank.
[0031] Preferred embodiments of the present inven-
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tion will now be described by way of example only and
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows a preferred container blank;
Figure 2-1 shows a preferred container erected from
the blank of Figure 1 in a close state;
Figure 2-2 shows the container of Figure 2-1 during
a first stage of opening;
Figure 2-3 shows the container of Figures 2-1 and
2-2 during a second stage of opening;
Figure 2-4 shows the container of Figures 2-1, 2-2
and 2-3 in an opened configuration;
Figure 3 shows the bottom face of another preferred
container blank;
Figure 4 shows the blank of Figure 3 with the lower
half folded along line 3-3 of Fig. 3 onto the upper half
of that blank;
Figure 5-1 shows a container erected from the blank
of Figures 3 and 4 in a front perspective;
Figure 5-2 shows the container of Figure 5-1 from a
back perspective;
Figure 5-3 shows the container of Figures 5-1 and
5-2 during opening;
Figures 5-4 shows the container of Figures 5-1, 5-2
and 5-3 in an opened state in a front perspective;
Figures 5-5 shows the container of Figures 5-1, 5-2
and 5-3 in an opened state in a back perspective;
Figure 6 shows a further preferred blank for erecting
into a transit and display container; and
Figure 7 shows yet another preferred blank for erect-
ing into a transit and display container.

[0032] Figure 1 shows a blank 2 of paperboard, card-
board or other foldable sheet material for erecting into a
transit and display container. The blank comprises a se-
ries of five panels 4, 6, 8, 10 and 12 hingedly connected
to each other. Blank 2 further comprises a series of top
flaps 14,16,18 and 20 that are hingedly attached to pan-
els 4,6,8 and 10 respectively via lines of perforations
22,24,26 and 28, and a series of bottom flaps 15, 17, 19,
21 also hingedly attached to panels 6, 8, 10 and 12. The
panel 4 comprises a U-shaped line of perforations 30
which defines a removable flap 32. The panel 12 com-
prises an access opening 34.
[0033] Figure 2-1 shows a container 36 that has been
erected from blank 2 in its closed configuration. The blank
2 is erected into a tubular form with the panel 12 arranged
in front of and overlapping the panel 4 to give a double
thickness front wall. The panels 4, 12 are glued to each
other only in the area outside the line of perforations 30
in the inner panel 4. The top flaps 14,16,18 and 20 are
folded over and closed for example by using adhesive
tape, so as to form a lid 38. It should be noted that lid 38
is not attached to the outer front wall panel 12, but merely
to the inner panel 4.
[0034] The line of perforations 30 in the inner front wall
panel 4 is positioned and sized such that when the con-
tainer is erected it lies wholly behind and is covered by

the outer panel 12. In fact, the line of perforations is set
back from the edge of the access opening by about 1-3
mm. Thus from the outside of the container only a part
of the removable flap 32 of the inner panel 4 is visible.
The remainder of panel 4 including the line of perforation
30 is covered by the outer panel 12.
[0035] Figure 2-2 shows a first stage of the process of
opening the container 36. Firstly, the removable flap 32
is pressed inwardly, for example by shop personnel, so
as to break the line of perforations 30 and detach it from
the remainder of the inner panel 4. In an alternative em-
bodiment the removable flap 32 may be configured such
that it can be pulled outwardly such as to detach it from
the remainder of the inner panel 4. Then the lid 38 is
separated from container 36 along the lines of perforation
22,24,26 and 28 as is shown in Fig. 2-3. The flap 32
remains attached to the flap 14 so that the flap and lid
38 can be removed as one piece.
[0036] Figure 2-4 shows the container 36 in its open
state. Goods displayed for purchase in container 36 in
this open state can be taken from the container through
the opening defined by edge 34 or through the top of the
container.
[0037] As described above, since the access opening
defined in the outer panel 12 overlies the line of perora-
tions 30 in the inner panel 4, the edge created by sepa-
rating the flap 32 from the inner panel 4 along that line
of perforation 30 is accordingly hidden from view by panel
12. Accordingly, the user will see a clean cut edge defined
around the access opening 34 rather than an untidy and
possibly damaged edge created along the line of perfo-
rations 30. The visual appearance of container 36 in its
opened state is therefore improved.
[0038] Figure 3 shows a blank 60 of a container ac-
cording to a further embodiment of the invention. Blank
60 comprises a first section 62 and a second section 64.
These sections are hingedly connected to each other
along hinge lines 63 and 65.
[0039] Each of the first and second sections has a top
face (which cannot be seen in Fig. 3) and a bottom face.
Fig. 3 shows the bottom faces of the first and second
sections of blank 60. The first section 62 of blank 60 com-
prises panels 66,68,70 and 72, with bottom forming flaps
82,84,86 and 88 hingedly attached thereto. Second sec-
tion 64 of blank 60 comprises panels 74,76,78 and 80,
with top flaps 90,92,94 and 96 hingedly attached thereto
via lines of perforation 98, 100 and 102 and a hinge line
106. The flaps 82 and 86 are separated from the panels
74 and 78 by cut lines 103 and 105. Tabs 106 and 108
are provided for securing panels 66 and 72 to each other
during erecting the container.
[0040] An access opening 109 is defined in panel 68,
while a removable front flap 124 is defined in panel 76.
In addition, a rear opening 127 is defined in panel 72 and
an opening flap 126 defined in panel 80.
[0041] A container 120 as shown in Fig. 5-1 to 5-5 is
erected from blank 60 by folding the second section 64
of blank 60 relative to the first section 62 of blank 60
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about hinge lines 63 and 65. Figure 4 shows the arrange-
ment 106 of the blank after this folding step. Surfaces
that are part of the bottom face of first section 62 of the
blank 60 or part of the bottom face of the second section
64 of the blank 60 are shown hatched. Surfaces that are
part of the top face of the first section 62 of the blank 60
or part of the second section 64 of blank 60 are shown
plain. These latter surfaces are intended to be printed,
e.g. for display purposes. No part of the top surface of
the first section 62 of blank 60 or of the bottom surface
of the second section 64 of blank 60 is visible in Figure 4.
[0042] Figures 5-1 and 5-2 show perspective views of
a container 120 erected from blank 60 in front and back
perspectives respectively. The intermediate blank shown
in Figure 4 is assembled into a tubular form, and the
bottom flaps 82, 84, 86, 88 folded over and secured to
close the bottom of the container. Product is then filled
into the container and the top flaps 90,92, 94, 96 then
secured together to close the top of the container.
[0043] Surfaces that are part of the bottom face of the
first section 62 or that are part of the bottom face of the
second section 64 are shown hatched throughout Fig-
ures 5-1 to 5-5. As can be seen from Figures 5-1 to 5-2
the outer surface of the container in lid 122, flap 124 and
opening flap 126 of container 120 comprises the bottom
face of the second section 62 of container blank 60 i.e.
these parts are unprinted.
[0044] Figures 5-3 shows the container 120 during
opening. In the opening process opening member 126
is separated from the remainder of panel 80 (which is not
visible in the illustration of Figure 5-3) along the line of
perforation 128. Thereafter lid 122 is separated from the
remainder of the container 120 along lines of perforation
98 and 102. Panels 74 and 78 which formed part of the
top face of the second section of container blank 60 can
be seen on the inner surface of container after the lid is
removed. Thus a user may see printed matter on the
inner wall of the container as product is being removed
from the container.
[0045] Figures 5-4 and 5-5 are perspective views of
container 120 in its open or display state seen in a front
and back perspective respectively with lid 122 fully de-
tached from the remainder of the container along lines
of perforation 98,100 and 102 and removable flap 124
fully detached from panel 76. It should be noted that in
this embodiment, as in the earlier embodiment, the ac-
cess opening 109 is slightly smaller that the flap 124 such
as to cover the line of perforations 125 defining the flap
124. Thus when the flap 124 is removed, a clean access
opening is produced, as in the earlier embodiment.
[0046] Opening of container 120 may of course be ac-
complished in the reverse order, by first detaching front
closure member 124 from panel 76, followed by detach-
ing lid 122 from the remainder of container 120 along
lines of perforation 98 and 102 and final detachment of
flap 126 from panel 80.
[0047] Figure 6 shows another preferred blank 150 for
erecting into a transit and display container. The blank

150 comprises a series of five hingedly connected panels
152, 154, 156, 158 and 160. The four panels 152, 154,
156 and 158 comprise wall panels 162, 164, 166 and 168
which, in an erected state, define the front, back and side
walls of a transit and display container. Panel 160 forms
a further wall panel which, in an erected state of the con-
tainer overlies the wall panel 162 and is arranged on the
outside of the wall panel 162.
[0048] Bottom flaps 170, 172, 174 and 176 are at-
tached to the wall panels 162, 164, 166 and 168 along
hinged lines 178, 180, 182 and 184. Top flaps 186, 188,
190 and 192 are hingedly attached to the wall panels
162, 164, 166 and 168 along lines of weakness 194, 196,
198 and 200, so that top flaps 186, 188, 190 and 192 are
separable from wall panels 162, 164, 166 and 168 along
these lines of weakness 194, 196, 198 and 200.
[0049] A closure flap 202 is defined in the wall panel
162. The vertical edges 204 and 206 that define the clo-
sure flap 202 are cut lines. The bottom edge 208 of the
closure flap 202 is defined by a line of weakness that
connects the closure flap to the remainder of the panel
162. Prior to removal of the closure flap 202 the closure
flap 202 is prevented from movement towards the inside
of an erected container by its connection to the remainder
of the panel 162 through the line of weakness 208. The
top edge of the closure flap 202 is connected to the top
flap 186 along a hinge line 210, so that the closure flap
202 can be removed from the panel 150 in one piece,
together with the top flap 186.
[0050] The cut lines 204 and 206 can be straight cut
lines or can alternatively be wave-shaped cut lines, also
known as safety edges in the art, or zig-zag shaped cut
lines. An advantage of using wave-shaped cut lines is
that a vertical load can be transmitted between the clo-
sure flap 202 and the reinforced remainder of the panel
162 without requiring bridging material between the clo-
sure flap 202 and the remainder of the panel 162, as
used in lines of perforation.
[0051] A finger hole 212 is further provided in the clo-
sure flap 202. This finger hole 212 permits inserting of a
finger into the container in an erected state and pulling
of the closure flap 202 in an outward direction, thus fa-
cilitating separation of the closure flap 202 from the re-
mainder of the panel 162.
[0052] An aperture defined by cut edge 214 is provided
in the panel 160. The aperture area defined by this cut
edge 214 is smaller than the area of the closure flap 202,
so that the edge 214 extends inwards of the edges 204
and 206 and of the line of weakness 208 when the panel
160 is in alignment with and overlies the wall panel 162
in a container erected from the blank 150.. Accordingly,
in a container erected from the blank 150 shown in Fig.
6, the edges 204 and 206 and the line of weakness 208
are hidden from view by panel 160, thus ensuring that
the visual appeal of a container erected from the blank
160 is not diminished by a remainder of the line of weak-
ness 208 being visible to a customer after opening of
such a container.
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[0053] In a preferred container erected from the blank
150 shown in Fig. 6, the top flaps 186, 188, 190 and 192
form the top closure of the container and can be adhered
to each other. The bottom closure flaps 170, 172, 174
and 176 form the bottom closure of the preferred con-
tainer in the erected state.
[0054] A container erected from the blank 150 shown
in Fig. 6 is preferable opened by a user by insertion of a
finger into the container through the finger hole 212 and
by exertion of a pulling force onto the closure flap 202.
This pulling force causes the line of weakness 208 to
break and the closure flap 202 to move forwardly and
towards the outside of the container through the aperture
in panel 160 defined by the cut line 214. The top closure
of the container can be removed in one piece with the
closure flap 202 by separating the top of the container
from the remainder of the container along the lines of
weakness 194, 196, 198 and 200 after the closure flap
202 has been pulled through the aperture in panel 160
defined by the cut line 214.
[0055] Fig. 7 shows a further preferred blank 220 for
erecting into a transit and display container. The blank
220 is similar to the blank 150 shown in Fig. 6 and like
components are designated by like reference numerals
in Fig. 6 and Fig. 7.
[0056] The blank 220 shown in Fig. 7 differs from the
blank 150 shown in Fig. 6 in the way the closure flap 222
is configured. As can be seen from Fig. 7, the finger hole
224 provided in the closure flap 222 is arranged at the
bottom edge of the closure flap 222 and is partly defined
by the line of weakness 208. This is advantageous as a
pulling force applied to the closure flap 222 through finger
hole 224 is applied immediately adjacent the line of weak-
ness 208 that is to be broken by this pulling force.
[0057] As discussed above, the area defined by the
cut edges 204 and 206 and by the line of weakness 208
is larger than the aperture defined by cut edge 214. De-
pending on the difference in size of the aperture defined
by cut edge 214 and of the closure flap 202/222, it may
be difficult to pull the closure flap 202 shown in Fig. 6
through the aperture defined by cut edge 214.
[0058] To overcome this, the closure flap 222 shown
in Fig. 7 comprises three fold lines 226 that divide the
closure flap 222 into four sections 228, 230, 232 and 234.
When the closure flap 222 is pulled outwardly to open a
container erected from the blank 220, the edges of the
closure flap 220 are prevented from moving past the edge
214 in panel 160. This interaction of the edges of the
closure flap 220 with the cut edge 214 on panel 160 caus-
es relative hinged movement between sections 230 and
228 and between sections 232 and 234 of the closure
flap 222, so that sections 230 and 232 can move forward-
ly and outwardly while sections 228 and 234 hinge back-
wardly and inwardly relative to sections 230 and 232.
This causes the overall width of closure flap 222 to be
reduced, so that closure flap 222 can more easily be
pulled through the aperture in the panel 160 defined by
cut line 214.

[0059] It will be appreciated, that although three fold
lines 226 are shown in Fig. 7, other fold line arrangements
achieving deformation of the closure flap 222 when the
closure flap 222 is pulled through the aperture provided
in the panel 160 are also contemplated. For example,
the central one of the three fold lines 226, that is the fold
line 226 extending vertically on the panel 162, can be
dispensed with without significantly impeding the ability
of panel 162 to move areas 228 and 234 inwardly when
the closure flap 222 is being pulled through the aperture
in the panel 160.
[0060] Although the present invention has been de-
scribed with reference to preferred embodiments, it will
be understood by those skilled in the art that many chang-
es in form and detail may be made without departing from
the scope of the invention as set forth in the accompa-
nying claims. For example, the base of the preferred con-
tainer can form a standard crash lock base, such as a
three point glued crash lock base.

Claims

1. A container comprising a plurality of walls;
at least one of said plurality of walls comprising an
inner panel and an outer panel, said outer panel hav-
ing an access opening formed therein;
said inner panel comprising a line of weakness de-
fining a section on said inner panel that can be sep-
arated from said inner panel to provide an opening
in said inner panel in alignment with said access
opening in said outer panel;
wherein said line of weakness lies behind said outer
panel so as to be substantially covered by said outer
panel.

2. A container blank for erecting into a container; com-
prising a first panel and a second panel, said first
panel and said second panel arranged such that in
the erected container the first panel overlaps at least
partially with the second panel and being arranged
inside of the second panel, said second panel having
an access opening formed therein;
said first panel comprising a line of weakness defin-
ing a section on said first panel that can be separated
from said first panel to provide an opening in said
first panel in alignment with said access opening in
said second panel in the erected container;
wherein said line of weakness lies behind said sec-
ond panel so as to be substantially covered by said
second panel in the erected container.

3. A container or container blank as claimed in claim 1
or 2, wherein said line of weakness is set back be-
tween 1 and 3 mm from the edge of the access open-
ing.

4. A container or container blank as claimed in claim
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1, 2 or 3, wherein the edge of said access opening
is arranged to extend substantially parallel to said
line of weakness.

5. A container or container blank as claimed in any pre-
ceding claim, wherein said first or inner panel and
said second or outer panel are arranged at opposite
ends of a series of panels of a or said container blank
for erecting into a container.

6. A container or container blank as claimed in any one
of claim 1 to 4, wherein said first or inner panel is
directly hingedly connected to said second or outer
panel.

7. A container or container blank as claimed in any pre-
ceding claim, wherein said line of weakness com-
prises a cut line.

8. A container or container blank as claimed in claim
7, wherein said cut line extends upwardly along the
entire height of the section on the inner panel.

9. A container or container blank as claimed in claim 7
or 8, wherein one cut line extending along the entire
height of the section of the inner panel is provided
on both sides of said section.

10. A container or container blank as claimed in any pre-
ceding claim, wherein an upwardly extending cut line
defining part of said section on said inner panel com-
prises a wave-like, undulating or zig-zag section.

11. A container or container blank as claimed in any pre-
ceding claim, wherein said inner panel is secured to
said outer panel.

12. A container or container blank as claimed in claim
11, wherein said inner panel is adhered to said outer
panel.

13. A container or container blank as claimed in any pre-
ceding claim, wherein said inner panel extends over
substantially the entire height of said outer panel
over at least part of the width of said outer panel.

14. A container or container blank as claimed in claim
13, wherein said inner panel extends over substan-
tially the entire height of said outer panel along two
side edges of said outer panel.

15. A container or container blank as claimed in claim
14, wherein said inner panel is secured to said outer
panel along at least a part of the two side edges.

16. A container or container blank as claimed in any pre-
ceding claim, wherein said section of said inner panel
is arranged so as to narrow when said section of said

inner panel is pulled through the access opening.

17. A container or container blank as claimed in claim
16, wherein a fold line is provided on said separable
section of said inner panel, said fold line being ar-
ranged so as to narrow said section of said inner
panel when said section of said inner panel folds
about said fold line.

18. A container or container blank as claimed in claim
17, wherein said fold line is formed on the inside
surface of said section.

19. A container or container blank as claimed in claim
17 or 18, wherein said predetermined fold line ex-
tends in an upward direction.

20. A container with an aperture in a wall and a remov-
able part positioned such that the removable part
can be pulled through said aperture;
wherein a fold line is provided on the removable part
such as to facilitate deformation as the removable
part is pulled through said aperture.

21. A container as claimed in claim 20, wherein said fold
line is arranged so as to narrow said removable part
when said removable part is pulled through said ap-
erture.

22. A container as claimed in claim 20 or 21, wherein
said fold line extends in an upward direction.

23. A container as claimed in claim 20, 21 or 22,
wherein said fold line terminates adjacent a finger
hole in said removable part.

24. A container as claimed in claim 23, wherein said re-
movable part is hingedly connected to said contain-
er.

25. A container as claimed in claim 24, wherein said re-
movable part is hingedly connected to said container
along a line of weakness.

26. A blank for erecting into a container as claimed in
any of claims 20 to 25.

27. A container comprising an inner panel having a sec-
tion that can be separated from the inner panel so
as to provide an access opening; and
an outer panel arranged outside of said inner panel;
wherein an edge created by separation of the section
from the inner panel is arranged behind said outer
panel.

28. A blank for erecting into a container as claimed in
claim 27.
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29. A container comprising a plurality of walls;
wherein at least one of said walls is of double thick-
ness in an upper part thereof, and comprises an outer
panel and inner panel in said upper part;
wherein said inner panel is created by hingedly fold-
ing a flap inwardly into said container around a hinge
line arranged towards the bottom of the container.

30. A container blank for erecting into a container com-
prising a plurality of walls, the container blank com-
prising a first, outer wall panel and a second inner
wall panel; wherein said second, inner wall panel is
arranged such that it is hingedly foldable into the
inside of the container during erecting around a hinge
line arranged towards the bottom of the container to
form a double thickness wall in an upper part of one
of said walls in the erected container.

31. A container or container blank as claimed in claim
29 or 30, wherein the inner panel is formed with a
top flap.

32. A container or container blank as claimed in claim
29, 30 or 31, wherein all of the side walls of the con-
tainer are formed with a double thickness, having an
outer panel and an inner panel in an upper part of
the walls.

33. A container or container blank as claimed claim 32,
wherein all of said inner panels comprise a top flap.

34. A container or container blank as claimed in any one
of claims 29 to 33, wherein a or said blank for erecting
into said container, comprises a series of first or inner
panels and a series of second, outer panels.

35. A container or container blank as claimed in claim
34, wherein only selected panels of said second se-
ries of panels are directly hingedly connected to the
first series of panels.

36. A container or container blank as claimed in claim
35, wherein every other panel of said second series
of panels is directly hingedly connected to a corre-
sponding panel of said first series of panels.

37. A container or container blank as claimed in claim
36, wherein said direct hinged connection takes
place at the front and rear wall of the container in its
erected state.

38. A container or container blank as claimed in claim
36, or 37, wherein flaps forming the bottom of an
erected container are hingedly attached to those
panels of the first series of panels which are not
hingedly connected to the panels of the second se-
ries of panels.

39. A container or container blank as claimed in any one
of claims 29 to 38, wherein printing is applied to one
surface of a or said container blank such that it may
be observed on the outside of the container and the
upper part of the inside of the container.

40. A container substantially as hereinbefore described
and with reference to the accompanying drawings.

41. A container blank substantially as hereinbefore de-
scribed and with reference to the accompanying
drawings.
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