EP 1 640 279 A3

Européisches Patentamt
European Patent Office

(19) p)

Office européen des brevets

(11) EP 1640 279 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
07.06.2006 Bulletin 2006/23

(43) Date of publication A2:
29.03.2006 Bulletin 2006/13

(21) Application number: 05255964.8

(22) Date of filing: 26.09.2005

(51) IntCl.
B65D 5/54 (2006.01) B65D 5/02 (2006.01)
B65D 5/16 (2006.01) B65D 5/7(0 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR
HUIEISITLILT LU LV MC NL PL PT RO SE SI
SKTR
Designated Extension States:
AL BAHR MK YU

(30) Priority: 24.09.2004 GB 0421334

(71) Applicant: SCA Packaging Limited
Aylesford, Kent ME20 7TW (GB)

(72) Inventors:
¢ Chilton, Christopher Harold
Stockton on Tees TS21 1NT (GB)

¢ Johnson, Paul Matthew
Staffordshire B78 1AZ (GB)

¢ Simm, Stuart James Cameron
Kent, ME20 6JR (GB)

¢ Pointon, Christopher
Cp. Durham DL3 OGL (GB)

¢ Cutting, Arthur
Berkshire RG12 7BP (GB)

(74) Representative: Leckey, David Herbert

Frank B. Dehn & Co.

St Bride’s House

10 Salisbury Square
London EC4Y 8JD (GB)

(54) Containers

(57) The present invention relates to containers 36
having a plurality of walls 6,10,12 wherein at least one
12 of the plurality of walls comprises an inner 4 and an

outer 12 panel. The inner panel 4 comprises a line of
weakness defining a closure member 32. The outer panel

12 comprises an edge 34. The edge 34 is arranged such
that outer panel 12 covers substantially all of line of weak-
ness such as to protect this line of weakness from outside
forces during transport and obscures an edge created
along the line of weakness after separating closure mem-
ber 32 from panel 4 from view.
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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

[
L]

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

1-28,40,41

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, hamely:

1. claims: 1-15,27,28,40,41

A container comprising at least one wall having an inner
panel and an outer panel, the outer panel having an aperture
formed therein, and the inner panel having a line of
weakness that Ties behind the outer panel and defines a
section of said inner panel that can be removed to provide
an opening in said inner panel in alignment with the
aperture in the outer panel. And a blank for such a
container.

2. claims: 16-26

A container with an aperture in a wall and a removable part
positioned such that it can be pulled through said aperture,
whereby the removable part comprises a fold line enabling it
to deform as it is pulled through said aperture.

3. claims: 29-39

A container comprising a plurality of walls, of which at
least one wall is a double wall comprising an outer panel
and an inner panel, whereby the inner panel is hingedly
connected towards the bottom of the container.
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