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Description
TECHNICAL FIELD
TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The invention relates to a packing wrap for the
individual packing of a packing-configured absorbent ar-
ticle, such as a sanitary towel, a panty liner or an incon-
tinence pad, intended to enclose the absorbent article,
comprising a first material piece arranged over the first
surface of the absorbent article and a second material
piece arranged over the second surface of the absorbent
article, comprising an opening location having a longitu-
dinal extent, and comprising means for tactile detection
of the opening location, the means for tactile detection
being arranged adjacent to the opening location.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] It is advantageous for several reasons to pack
single absorbent articles of the kind referred to in the
introduction in individual packing wraps. In this way,
small, handy packs are obtained, which can easily and
conveniently be carried, for example in a handbag, or in
a pocket, and from which an article can be removed when
necessary. Such individual packs ensure that the article
is protected against soiling and crumpling until use and
are therefore greatly appreciated by users. With suitable
design of the packing wraps, these can also serve as
wrappers for used articles, which can thus be disposed
of in a hygienic and aesthetically acceptable way.
[0003] A common way of individually packing absorb-
ent articles is first to fold them together into a smaller
format and then to wrap them in a thin packing wrap made
of plastic or paper. Such a packing wrap often consists
of a rectangular material piece which has been folded in
the transverse direction around the folded packing-con-
figured absorbent article. The packing wrap is subse-
quently joined together along its open edges so that a
substantially sealed bag-like container for the absorbent
article is formed.

[0004] The absorbent article to be packed individually
is usually folded once or twice before the packing wrap
is folded around the article. Small absorbent articles such
as, for example, panty liners are sometimes also packed
in an unfolded state.

[0005] One type of individual packing is described in
the document GB 2,221,667 A where an absorbent article
is doubled in a first step, after which a packing wrap is
folded around the article. The packing wrap is finally
sealed around its three sides which are open after folding.
[0006] When an individual packing of the type de-
scribed in GB 2,221,667 A is to be opened, this is usually
effected by the seal along one or more of the edges being
broken open, after which the absorbent article can be
taken out of its packing.

[0007] US 6041928, which accords with the preamble
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of claim 1, describes a packaging wrap suitable for the
individual packing of a packing-configured absorbent ar-
ticle.

[0008] Anothertype of individual packing has separate
material pieces arranged on the upper side and the lower
side of a folded or unfolded absorbent article. The two
material pieces are then sealed along their entire periph-
ery, a packing wrap then being formed. These individual
packings normally have a rectangular or square shape,
but packings profiled according to the contour of the ab-
sorbent article are also found. Profiled individual pack-
ings are most common for small absorbent articles such
as panty liners and small sanitary towels. Individual pack-
ings of the kind described can be opened in a number of
different ways. For individual packings made of paper,
the commonest method is quite simply to tear off one
edge when the packing is to be opened.

[0009] For individual packings made of plastic films,
the opening problem has often been solved by arranging
a weakening of the film material along one of the edges
of the individual packing, it then being possible for the
film material to be tom apart along the weakening. The
most common and simplest type of weakening consists
of a perforation along a length of the periphery of the
individual packing. It is usual to arrange the perforation
parallel and adjacent to one of the edges of the packing
wrap, so that an edge strip is quite simply tom off when
the packing is opened. In this connection, the perforation
should be arranged in both the front and rear material
pieces of the packing wrap and also suitably extend all
the way from one edge to the opposite edge of the pack-
ing.

[0010] Edge seals which can be broken open are also
known. The edge seal along part of the periphery of the
individual packing is then weaker than remaining parts
of the edge seal, so that this part of the periphery can
easily be broken open when the individual packing is to
be opened.

[0011] A type of individual packing for absorbent arti-
cles is described in patent EP 0 865 264.

[0012] The packing in accordance with EP 0 865 264
is rectangular and comprises a special opening tab. The
opening tab is connected to the rest of the packing along
one of its edges, while the opposite edge is free and
constitutes the opening location of the packing. The free
edge of the opening tab extends over one surface of the
packing parallel to two of the edges of the packing.
[0013] The packing has a special openable tape tab
arranged on the opening tab, intended to hold the free
edge of the opening tab in place against the surface of
the packing wrap. Such tape tabs are also arranged in
order to facilitate closing of a used absorbent article
placed inside the packing wrap before its disposal.
[0014] Tape tabs of the kind described can also serve
as means for detection of the positioning of the opening.
This detection possibility is advantageous when a person
with reduced ability to see is to open the packing wrap
as s/he can feel where the opening is located.
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[0015] Atape tabonthe packing wrap according to the
description above nevertheless involves certain disad-
vantages, a first being the extra material cost the tape
tab involves. A second disadvantage is that the manu-
facturing rate is reduced as the separate tape tabs have
to be applied to the packing wrap, which also has a neg-
ative effect on the cost of the individually packed absorb-
ent article. A third disadvantage is that tape tabs of the
kind described are in principle suitable only for packings
comprising an opening tab.

[0016] In spite of many improvements having been
made as far as the openability of individual packings is
concerned, the problem still remains of finding where on
the packing the openingislocated whenitis to be opened.
[0017] Thisisa particularlyirritating problem for people
with impaired vision, which is not uncommon especially
among elderly users of absorbent articles of the inconti-
nence pad type.

[0018] Existing solutions using colour-markings which
show where on the individual packing the opening is lo-
cated are not a functional solution for weakly sighted us-
ers either.

[0019] Lastly, it is not an appropriate alternative for
weakly sighted incontinent users of incontinence pads to
ask another person for help with opening an individually
packed absorbent article because incontinence is a par-
ticularly taboo complaint which sufferers are reluctant to
reveal to people around them.

[0020] A needtherefore remains foranimproved pack-
ing wrap for individually packed absorbent articles where
the opening can be detected with the aid of the sense of
touch and which is simple and inexpensive to manufac-
ture and can be manufactured at high rates.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

[0021] By means of the present invention, a packing
wrap in accordance with the claims and of the kind re-
ferred to in the introduction has been produced, which
packing wrap essentially eliminates the problems, espe-
cially for weakly sighted users, associated with previously
known packing wraps for individually packing absorbent
articles.

[0022] A packing wrap, made according to the inven-
tion, for individually packing an absorbent article of the
kind referred to in the introduction, is in this connection
characterized mainly in that the means for tactile detec-
tion has a longitudinal extent, the means consisting of at
least one embossed region and being arranged essen-
tially parallel to the longitudinal extent of the opening lo-
cation and wherein the opening location extends across
the whole packing wrap.

[0023] In order to render detection of the longitudinal
extent of the opening location more effective, the means
for tactile detection extends over a distance which ex-
ceeds 30% of the length of the opening location, prefer-
ably more than 50% of the length of the opening location.
[0024] According to one embodiment, the opening lo-
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cation consists of a weakening in at least one of the first
and second material pieces of the packing wrap, the
weakening, which can be broken open, being arranged
along a line.

[0025] In an alternative embodiment of the invention,
the weakening consists of a perforation arranged in at
least one of the first and second material pieces of the
packing wrap. According to a further embodiment, the
weakening is arranged in both the first and the second
material piece, at least one of the material pieces having
means for tactile detection adjacent to the weakening.
[0026] In a further alternative embodiment, the weak-
ening can consist of a join in the packing material.
[0027] In accordance with one embodiment of the in-
vention, the means for tactile detection can be arranged
along only one side of the weakening.

[0028] The means for tactile detection consists of at
least one embossed region. This is particularly advanta-
geous when the packing material consists of a plastic
film or a paper material because it is then possible to
emboss directly on the packing material, and no extra
material cost arises.

[0029] Frictional differences between different adja-
cent surfaces are extremely easy for a weakly sighted
person to detect by means of the sense of touch.
[0030] According to a particularly preferred embodi-
ment, the packing wrap has a rectangular shape. In this
connection, the two material pieces of the packing wrap
extend beyond the periphery of the absorbent article and
are interconnected in the area beyond the periphery of
the absorbent article. The two material pieces can consist
of one larger material piece which has been folded
around the packing-configured absorbent article or of two
completely separate material pieces.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF FIGURES
[0031] The invention will be described in greater detail

below with reference to the illustrative embodiments
shown in accompanying figures, in which

Figure 1  shows a closed packing wrap enclosing an
incontinence pad according to a first embod-
iment;

Figure 2  shows the packing wrap according to Figure
1 in a partly opened state;

Figure 3  shows an opened packing wrap containing

a packed incontinence pad according to a
second embodiment;

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0032] The invention relates to a packing wrap for an
absorbent article of the sanitary towel, panty liner, incon-
tinence pad or baby diaper type.

[0033] The packing wrap 1 shown in Figures 1 and 2
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relates to a packing wrap 1 for an incontinence pad 2
intended for lighter forms of incontinence, so called light
incontinence.

[0034] Theincontinence pad 2 inside the packing wrap
1 has a conventional construction and comprises a first,
liquid-permeable covering layer arranged on that side of
the incontinence pad which is intended to face the wearer
during use, a second, liquid-tight covering layer arranged
on that side of the incontinence pad 2 which is intended
to face away from the wearer during use, and an absorb-
ent body enclosed between the two covering layers.
[0035] The construction of the pad does not form a part
of the invention.

[0036] The absorbent body can be constructed from
one or more layers of cellulose fluff pulp. In this connec-
tion, cellulose fluff pulp can be mixed with fibres or par-
ticles of a highly absorbent polymer material of the kind
which chemically binds great quantities of liquid during
absorption while forming a liquid-containing gel. The ab-
sorbent body can also comprise highly absorbent poly-
mer material arranged in one or more layers inside the
absorbent body or adjacent to the surface or surfaces of
the absorbentbody. The absorbentbody can also include
components of a non-absorbent nature in order to im-
prove the properties of the absorbent body. Examples of
such components are bonding fibres, shape-stabilizing
components, strengthening fibres or the like.

[0037] Various types of layer and material provided for
improved spreading of liquid can also form part of the
absorbent body.

[0038] The absorbent body can of course also consist
of other types of absorption material, such as absorbent
nonwoven materials, absorbent foams, textile materials,
peat, or mixtures of different kinds of absorption material.
Special layers for rapidly receiving large quantities of lig-
uid and temporarily storing this liquid in order then to
discharge the temporarily stored liquid to other parts of
the absorbent body can also be included in incontinence
pads of the kind described. These receiving layers are
then normally arranged between the liquid-permeable
covering layer and the absorbent body of the inconti-
nence pad.

[0039] The two covering layers of the absorbent article
project past the edges of the absorbent body, the pro-
jecting portions of the covering layers being interconnect-
ed around the periphery of the absorbent body, for ex-
ample by means of gluing, sewing, or by welding using
heat or ultrasound.

[0040] The material in the liquid-permeable covering
layer can be of any suitable kind. Examples of common
liquid-permeable covering materials are various types of
bonded nonwoven materials, perforated plastic films, net
and also open-cell or perforated foam materials. Liquid-
permeable covering materials which consist of continu-
ous thin fibres which extend mainly in the longitudinal
direction or transverse direction of the absorbent article
are also found. Laminates consisting of two or more of
the abovementioned possible covering materials are also
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common, as are coverings consisting of different mate-
rials in different parts of the surface.

[0041] An incontinence pad which comprises absorb-
ent bodies with particularly great strength and wear-re-
sistance can even function without any extra liquid-per-
meable covering layer being required on that side of the
incontinence pad which faces the wearer during use.
[0042] The liquid-tight covering layer suitably consists
of a thin plastic film, or of a nonwoven material which has
been made liquid-tight by coating or treatment with a lig-
uid-resistant material. Other types of liquid-blocking ma-
terial can of course also be used, such as, for example,
plastic foam with closed cells, various liquid-blocking
laminates etc. In order that the incontinence pad 2 will
feel airy and pleasant to wear, it is suitable for the liquid-
tight covering layer 3 to have a certain permeability for
air and water vapour. The liquid-tight covering layer can
also be integrated in the absorbent body and consist of,
for example, a skin-like surface on an absorbent foam
body.

[0043] On the side which is intended to face away from
the wearer during use, the incontinence pad 2 is provided
with a fastening arrangement for fixing to the briefs of the
wearer. The fastening arrangement can consist of one
or more longitudinal adhesive strands, or of what are
known as hook and loop surfaces or the like. When the
fastening arrangement consists of adhesive strands,
these are usually covered by a release-agent-treated
protective layer.

[0044] In connection with or immediately prior to the
incontinence pad 2 being placed in its packing wrap 1,
the incontinence pad 2 has been folded around two trans-
verse folding lines. In this connection, the folding has
been arranged so that each folded part constitutes ap-
proximately a third of the length of the incontinence pad
2, the folded incontinence pad 2 having a length corre-
sponding to a third of the total length of the incontinence
pad 2. The folding has been carried out so that that sur-
face of the incontinence pad 2 which is intended to face
away from the wearer during use of the incontinence pad
2 is the outwardly exposed surface when the inconti-
nence pad 2 is folded.

[0045] Packing configurations where the incontinence
pad 2 is doubled or unfolded are also known.

[0046] The packing wrap 1 shown in Figures 1 and 2
comprises a first material piece 3 arranged over one sur-
face of the incontinence pad 2 when the latter is folded
into its packing configuration, and a second material
piece 4 arranged over the second surface of the incon-
tinence pad 2.

[0047] The two material pieces 3, 4 extend beyond the
periphery of the incontinence pad 2 and are interconnect-
ed along the entire periphery of the packing wrap 1. The
connection 7 suitably consists of a thermal weld, an ul-
trasonic weld or the like.

[0048] For some types of packing wrap 1, the first and
second material pieces 3, 4 can consist of one larger
material piece which has been folded around the incon-
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tinence pad, the connection 7 along one of the edges of
the packing wrap 1 consisting of the said fold.

[0049] The packing wrap 1 can consist of a number of
different materials such as plastic film, paper, nonwoven
or the like.

[0050] The packing wrap 1 comprises an opening lo-
cation 5 which extends along a line essentially diagonally
over the first material piece 3, the opening location 5 con-
sisting of a weakening 6 in the material piece 3 in the
form of a perforation 15. Alternative methods of weaken-
ing the opening location 5 are also conceivable, such as,
for example, making the material piece 3 thinner.
[0051] The opening location can be arranged alterna-
tively in either of the material pieces 3, 4 or in both ma-
terial pieces 3, 4.

[0052] It is also possible for the opening location 5 to
consist of a slit in the material piece 3, in which case it
is suitable that the slit comprises some kind of overlap-
ping material in order to prevent impurities of various
kinds entering the packing wrap 1.

[0053] The opening location 5 extends, as shown in
Figures 1 and 2, across the whole packing wrap 1.
[0054] It can be essentially diagonal across the wrap.
[0055] The opening location 5 can also extend along
aline parallel to any one of the edges of the packing wrap
1, or along a curved line arranged diagonally over the
packing wrap 1, or the like.

[0056] Figure 1 shows a packing wrap 1 where the
opening location 5 is closed, while Figure 2 shows a cor-
responding packing wrap 1 where the opening location
5 is open and where the incontinence pad 2 is visible
inside the packing wrap 1.

[0057] Thepackingwrap 1is opened by the weakening
6 being broken open, that is to say the material piece 3,
4 which comprises the opening location 5 is tom in two
along the perforation 15.

[0058] Figure 3 shows an embodiment of the packing
wrap 1 in an opened state, where the opening location 5
extended over both the first and the second material
piece 3, 4 before the packing wrap 1 was opened. The
opening location 5 extends over both material pieces 3,
4 from one edge 8 of each material piece 3, 4 to the
opposite edge 9 of each material piece 3, 4. The respec-
tive extents of the opening location 5 in the first and the
second material piece 3, 4 are then suitably arranged so
that they extend essentially parallel over each material
piece 3, 4 from a common starting point 16 at one edge
8 to a common terminating point 17 at the opposite edge
9.

[0059] When such a packing wrap 1 is opened, the
packing wrap 1 is usually divided into two parts 10, 11,
but it is also conceivable for the two parts 10, 11 to con-
tinue to hold together at the starting point 16 or the ter-
minating point 17 after the packing wrap 1 has been
opened.

[0060] A packing wrap 1 according to the invention
comprises means 12 for tactile detection of the position
of the opening location 5.
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[0061] The packing wrap 1 shown in Figures 1, 2 and
3 is distinguished in that the opening location 5 extends
across the whole packaging wrap and can be detected
with the aid of the sense of touch. In this connection, the
packing wrap 1 comprises embossed regions 13 adja-
cent to the opening location 5. The embossed regions
13 have a width and a length and run essentially parallel
to the opening location 5, an embossed region 13 running
on each side of the opening location 5.

[0062] In alternative embodiments, it is conceivable
that only one embossed region 13 runs parallel to the
perforation 15 of the opening location 5 along only one
of its sides.

[0063] Itis also conceivable to use a number of shorter
embossed regions 13 with unembossed regions between
the embossed regions 13, the embossed regions 13 be-
ing arranged along one side or both sides of the opening
location 5.

[0064] Theembossedregions 13 extend along roughly
60% of the length of the perforation 15.

[0065] Theembossedregions 13 donothave toextend
along the entire length of the perforation 15, but they
extend over more than 30% of the total length of the open-
ing location, preferably more than 50% of the length.
[0066] The embossed regions 13 are arranged so that
they differ from the texture of the embossed material
piece 3, 4 as far as touch is concerned, it being possible
for the embossed regions 13 and adjacent perforation 15
to be detected easily with the sense of touch in, for ex-
ample, the fingers of the person who is to open the pack-
ing wrap 1.

[0067] Embossed regions 13 are brought about by the
material piece 3, 4 passing through an embossing unit
in a manufacturing step before the material piece 3, 4 is
applied over the incontinence pad 2. In this connection,
the embossing unit has a male part comprising projecting
embossing bodies and a female part comprising sunken
embossing recesses, the male part and the female part
being arranged synchronously. When that region of the
material piece 3, 4 which is to be embossed passes be-
tween the male part and the female part of the embossing
unit, the material piece 3, 4 is deformed plastically, per-
manently deformed protuberances being obtained in the
material. Alternative ways of producing embossed re-
gions are also conceivable.

[0068] Intheillustrative embodiment, the pattern of the
embossed regions 13 consists of straightembossed lines
14 arranged at right angles to the opening location 5.
[0069] The embossingpatterncan vary within wide lim-
its and can consist of, for example, lines parallel to the
opening location 5, a number of small circles arranged
parallel to the opening location or the like.

[0070] Embossing involves the great advantage that
no costly extra material has to be added, because it is
the already present material piece 3, 4 which is modified.
[0071] The material piece 3, 4 must, atleastin the area
to be embossed, comprise an embossable material. Suit-
able embossable materials are various types of plastic
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film, paper or the like.

[0072] Theinventionis notlimited tothe illustrative em-
bodiments referred to above but is of course applicable
for other embodiments within the scope of the following
patent claims.

Claims

1. Packing wrap (1) for the individual packing of a pack-
ing-configured absorbent article (2), such as a san-
itary towel, a panty liner or an incontinence pad, in-
tended to enclose the absorbent article (2), compris-
ing a first material piece (3) arranged over the first
surface of the absorbent article (2) and a second
material piece (4) arranged over the second surface
of the absorbent article (2), comprising an opening
location (5) having a longitudinal extent, and com-
prising means (12) for tactile detection of the opening
location, the means (12) for tactile detection being
arranged adjacentto the openinglocation (5), where-
in in that the means (12) for tactile detection has a
longitudinal extent, the means (12) being arranged
essentially parallel to the longitudinal extent of the
opening location (5), characterized in that the
means (12) for tactile detection extends along more
than 30% of the length of the opening location (5),
preferably more than 50% of the length of the open-
ing location (5), wherein said means (12) for tactile
detection consists of at least one embossed region
(13), and wherein the opening location (5) extends
across the whole packing wrap (1).

2. Packing wrap (1) according to Claim 1, character-
ized in that the opening location (5) consists of a
weakening (6) in at least one of the first and second
material pieces (3,4) of the packing wrap (1), the
weakening (6) being arranged along a line, and the
weakening (6) being capable of being broken open.

3. Packing wrap (1) according to Claim 2, character-
ized in that the weakening (6) consists of a perfo-
ration (15) arranged in at least one of the first and
second material pieces (3,4) of the packing wrap (1).

4. Packing wrap (1) according to Claim 2 or 3, charac-
terized in that the weakening (6) is arranged in both
the first material piece (3) and the second material
piece (4), at least one of the material pieces having
means (12) for tactile detection adjacent to the weak-
ening (6).

5. Packing wrap (1) according to Claim 1 or 2, charac-
terized in that the weakening (6) consists of a join
in the packing wrap material.

6. Packingwrap (1) accordingto any one of Claims 2-5,
characterized in that the means (12) for tactile de-
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tection is arranged along only one side of the weak-
ening (6).

Packing wrap (1) according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the packing
wrap has a rectangular shape, the two material piec-
es (3,4) of the packing wrap (1) extending beyond
the periphery of the absorbent article, and the ma-
terial pieces (3,4) being interconnected.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Verpackungshiille (1) zum einzelnen Verpacken ei-
nes zum Verpacken ausgestalteten Absorptionsar-
tikels (2), wie zum Beispiel einer Binde, einer Sli-
peinlage oder eines Inkontinenzpads, die dazu ge-
dachtist, den Absorptionsartikel (2) zu umschlief3en,
umfassend ein erstes Materialstlick (3), das Giber der
ersten Oberflache des Absorptionsartikels (2) ange-
ordnet ist, und ein zweites Materialstlick (4), das
Uber der zweiten Oberflache des Absorptionsartikels
(2) angeordnet ist, umfassend einen Offnungsort (5)
mit einer LAngsausdehnung und umfassend ein Mit-
tel (12) zur taktilen Erkennung des Offnungaorts, wo-
bei das Mittel (12) zur taktilen Erkennung neben dem
Offnungsort (5) angeordnet ist, wobei dadurch,
dass das Mittel (12) zur taktilen Erkennung eine
Langsausdehnung hat, das Mittel (12) im Wesentli-
chen parallel zu der Léngsausdehnung des Off-
nungsorts (5) angeordnet ist, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass sich das Mittel (12) zur taktilen Er-
kennung (ber mehr als 30% der Lénge des Off-
nungsorts (5), bevorzugt mehr als 50% der Lange
des Offnungsorts (5), erstreckt, wobei das Mittel (12)
zur taktilen Erkennung zumindest aus einem Prage-
bereich (13) besteht und wobei sich der Offnungsort
(5) Uber die gesamte Verpackungshiille (1) ersteckt.

Verpackungshiille (1) nach Anspruch 1, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass der Offnungsort (5) aus ei-
ner Schwachung (6) in dem ersten und/oder zweiten
Materialstlick (3, 4) der Verpackungshdiille (1) be-
steht, wobei die Schwéchung (6) entlang einer Linie
angeordnet ist und die Schwachung (6) dazu geeig-
net ist, aufgebrochen zu werden.

Verpackungshiille (1) nach Anspruch 2, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass die Schwéachung (6) aus ei-
ner Perforation (15) besteht, die in dem ersten und/
oder zweiten Materialstlck (3, 4) der Verpackungs-
hdlle (1) angeordnet ist.

Verpackungshtille (1) nach Anspruch 2 oder 3, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die Schwachung (6)
sowohl in dem ersten Materialstlick (3) als auch dem
zweiten Materialstlick (4) angeordnet ist, wobei zu-
mindest eins der Materialstiicke ein Mittel (12) zur
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taktilen Erkennung neben der Schwéachung (6) auf-
weist.

Verpackungshiille (1) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die Schwachung (6)
aus einer Verbindung in dem Verpackungahullen-
material besteht.

Verpackungshdille (1) nach einem der Anspriiche 2
bis 5, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Mittel
(12) zur taktilen Erkennung entlang nur einer Seite
der Schwachung (6) angeordnet ist.

Verpackungshiille (1) nach einem der vorhergehen-
den Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Verpackungshlille eine rechteckige Form hat,
wobei sich die zwei Materialstiick (3, 4) der Verpak-
kungshdille (1) Gber den Umfang des Absorptionsar-
tikels hinaus erstrekken und die Materialstlcke (3,
4) miteinander verbunden sind.

Revendications

Enveloppe d’emballage (1) pour emballer individuel-
lement un article absorbant configuré en emballage
(2), comme une serviette hygiénique, un protege-
slip ou une protection contre I'incontinence, destinée
a renfermer l'article absorbant (2), comprenant une
premiére piece de matériau (3) placée sur la premie-
re surface de 'article absorbant (2) et une deuxieme
piece de matériau (4) placée surla deuxieme surface
de l'article absorbant (2), comprenant un emplace-
ment d’ouverture (5) ayant une étendue longitudina-
le, et comprenant un moyen (12) permettant la dé-
tection tactile de I'emplacement d’ouverture, le
moyen (12) permettant la détection tactile étant pla-
cé a proximité de 'emplacement d’ouverture (5), ou
le moyen (12) permettant la détection tactile a une
étendue longitudinale, le moyen (12) étant disposé
essentiellement parallelement a I'étendue longitudi-
nale de 'emplacementd’ouverture (5), caractérisée
en ce que le moyen (12) de détection tactile s’étend
sur plus de 30% de la longueur de 'emplacement
d’ouverture (5), de préférence sur plus de 50 % de
la longueur de I'emplacement d’ouverture (5), dans
laquelle ledit moyen (12) de détection tactile est
constitué d’au moins une région gaufrée (13), et
dans laquelle 'emplacement d’ouverture (5) s’étend
d’un bord a 'autre de I'enveloppe d’emballage (1).

Enveloppe d’emballage (1) selon la revendication 1,
caractérisée en ce que I'emplacement d’ouverture
(5) consiste en un affaiblissement (6) réalisé dans
au moins 'une des premiére et deuxiéme piéces de
matériau (3, 4) de I'enveloppe d’emballage (1), I'af-
faiblissement (6) étant disposé le long d’une ligne,
et I'affaiblissement (6) étant apte a étre ouvert par
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rupture.

Enveloppe d’emballage (1) selon la revendication 2,
caractérisée en ce que l'affaiblissement (6) con-
siste en une perforation (15) pratiquée dans au
moins I'une des premiére et deuxiéme piéces de ma-
tériau (3, 4) de I'enveloppe d’emballage (1).

Enveloppe d’emballage (1) selon la revendication 2
ou 3, caractérisée en ce que I'affaiblissement (6)
estformé alafois dans la premiére piéce de matériau
(3) et dans la deuxiéme piece de matériau (4), au
moins I'une des piéces de matériau comportant un
moyen (12) permettant la détection tactile, placé au
voisinage de I'affaiblissement (6).

Enveloppe d’emballage (1) selon la revendication 1
ou 2, caractérisée en ce que |'affaiblissement (6)
consiste en un joint dans le matériau de I'enveloppe
d’emballage.

Enveloppe d’emballage (1) selon I'une quelconque
des revendications 2 a 5, caractérisée en ce que
le moyen (12) de détection tactile est placé le long
d’un seul cbté de I'affaiblissement (6).

Enveloppe d’emballage (1) selon 'une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, caractérisée en
ce que I'enveloppe d’emballage a une forme rectan-
gulaire, les deux piéces de matériau (3, 4) de I'en-
veloppe d’emballage (1) s’étendant au-dela de la pé-
riphérie de l'article absorbant, et les piéces de ma-
tériau (3, 4) étant interconnectées.
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FIG. 3
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