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stored in the first receptacle and which can be removed
foruse as atemporary receptacle for said pharmaceutical
products. The second receptacle is preferably in the form
of sleeve means for receiving a blister strip of tablets or
the like.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to packaging,
more particularly, but not exclusively, to packaging for
pharmaceutical products.

[0002] Pharmaceuticals such as tablets and capsules
may often be supplied on so-called 'blister’ strips. Ablister
strip will usually be in the form of a sheet type material
including a plurality of blister-like formations, with each
blister being configured for receiving a single tablet or
capsule. A layer, typically of foil, will be provided over the
back of the sheet material to act as a closure for the
tablets or capsules in the blisters. In order to remove one
ofthe tablets or capsules from the blister strip, the asso-
ciated blister is pushed so as to force the tablet/capsule
out through the foil closure.

[0003] A medicinal course of tablets or capsules might
typically comprise a number tablets or capsules requiring
one or more blister strips, which will be provided in a box-
type packaging.

[0004] It is an object ofthe invention to provide pack-
aging for use with blister strips or tablets/capsules.
[0005] According to the broadest aspect of the present
invention, there is provided packaging for pharmaceuti-
cal products, the packaging comprising a box-type struc-
ture defining a first receptacle suitable for containing
pharmaceutical products such as blister strips of tablets
or the like, the packaging further including a second re-
ceptacle which can be stored in the first receptacle and
which can be removed for use as a temporary receptacle
for said pharmaceutical products.

[0006] Preferably, the second receptacle is in the form
of sleeve means for receiving a blister strip of tablets or
the like.

[0007] Preferably, the second receptacle is in the form
of a wallet.
[0008] Ina preferred embodiment, the first and second

receptacles are formed from the same packaging blank,
in which the second receptacle is preferably detachable
from the first receptacle.

[0009] The invention is advantageous in that the pri-
mary receptacle can be used to store a course of medi-
cation in the form of tablets and capsules provided on
blister strips, and the second receptacle can be used to
store aday supply of said course, to be carried separately
from the remainder of the course and the primary recep-
tacle.

[0010] Other preferred features and advantages of the
invention will be apparent from the following description
and dependent claims.

[0011] The invention will be described, by way of ex-
ample only, with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which:

Figure 1 is a schematic perspective view of a pack-
aging box according to a preferred embodiment of
the invention, with the box in a closed condition;
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Figure 2 is a schematic plan view of a packaging
blank for use in creating the box shown in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 1, showing the
box in a partially open condition;

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figures 1 and 3, showing
the box in a fully open condition with the wallet portion
partially removed from the box; and

Figure 5 s a view similar to Figure 4, showing the
wallet portion fully removed from the box.

[0012] Referring to Figure 1, an article of packaging
according to a preferred embodiment of the invention is
in the form of abox, indicated generally at 10. The box
10 serves as a convenient receptacle for pharmaceutical
products and is particularly suited for storing and supply-
ing tablets and capsules provided on blister strips.
[0013] The box 10 is formed from a single packaging
blank, illustrated in Figure 2 and indicated generally at
100. For convenience, the blank 100 can be described
as consisting of one cover panel 102, two primary panels
104A, 104B, two secondary panels 106A, 106B, two wal-
let panels 108A, 108B and four end panels 110.

[0014] The cover panel 102 includes two sets of
stepped cut lines 112 provided to from part of the periph-
ery of a closure flap portion indicated at 114. Fold lines
indicated at 116 are provided to define a pull tab 118 on
the closure flap portion 114. A cut line 120 between the
fold lines 116 and the pull tab 118 serve to proscribe a
closure tab 122 on the closure flap portion 112, as will
be described in more detail below.

[0015] Inmostcases, adjacent panels of the packaging
blank 100 are separated by a line of weakness or fold
line, indicated at 124. However, primary panel 104B in-
cludes cut lines indicated at 126, which define the outer
periphery of a adhesive panel 128 adj acent wallet panel
108A, the purpose of which will be described in more
detail below.

[0016] Acutline 130is provided in primary panel 104B,
for co-operative engagement with the closure tab 122 on
the cover panel 102, as will be described below.

[0017] Toassemble the packaging 10 shown in Figure
1 from the blank 100 shown in Figure 2, adhesive is first
applied to the upper surface of the bimk 100 on the ad-
hesive panel 128 and the two end panels 110 onprima-
rypanel 104A. Starting from the right hand end as viewed
in Figure 2, wallet panel 108B is then moved upwardly
from its position in Figure 2, about the fold line between
the two wallet panels 108, to a position over wallet panel
108A. The two wallet panels 108 are raised about the
fold line between the wallet panel 108A and primary panel
104B so that an outer region of wallet panel 108B is
brought into contact with the adhesive on adhesive panel
128. Once assembled in this way, the wallet panels 108
and adhesivepanel 128 form an internal receptacle in the
box 10, as will be described in more detail below.
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[0018] By continuing to fold the adjacent panels in the
manner described above. The packaging blank 100
eventual ly takes on the shape of the box 10 shown in
Figure 1, with the outer surface of primary panel 104A
forming the underside of the box 10 as viewed in Fi gure
1. Before the cover panel 102 is folded into a position
over the outer surface of primary panel 104B, product to
be supplied in the packaging 10 is introduced, for exam-
ple a plurality of co-operatively sized blister strips. Adhe-
sive is then applied to the distal corner regions of the
cover panel 102, indicated at 132 in Figure 2 and the
cover panel 102 can be brought into contact with the pri-
mary panel 104B so as to form the closed packaging box
10 shown in Figure 1.

[0019] To open the box 10, for example to remove
medication, the tab 118 on the closure flap 114 is pulled
upwardly as viewed i n Figure 1. This causes the tab 118
to move relative to the remainder of the closure flap 114,
about fold lines 116, until the connection between the
stepped cut lines 112 and coverpanel 102 is broken and
the closure flap portion 114 is torn free from the cover
panel 102 to the position shown in Figure 3. As can be
seen, the corner portions 132 of the cover panel 102 are
retained on the upper primary panel 104B, with the cut
line 130 exposed between the corner portions 132.
[0020] With the cover flap portion 114 raised, it is pos-
sible to access the products stored in the box 10, which
defines a primary receptacle indicated at 134 in Figures
3 and 4. Product can be removed or introduced to the
primary receptacle 134, as required.

[0021] As can be seen in Figure 3, the outer surface
ofthe adhesive panel 128 is visible when the cover flap
portion 114is first opened. As mentioned above, the wal-
let panels 108 and adhesive panel 128 from an internal
receptacle in the box 10, referred to hereinafter as the
secondary receptacle or wallet 140.

[0022] To remove the wallet 140 from the position
shown in Figure 3, i. e. with the wallet 140 connected to
the rest of the box 10, the user must pull the wallet 140
and box 10 away from one another until the connection
between the cut lines 126 at the junction of the primary
panel 104B and the adhesive panel 128 is over come
and the wallet 140 becomes detached from the box 10,
as indicated in Figure 4.

[0023] It will be understood that the wallet 140 is in the
form of sleeve having a pair ofends 142, indicated clearly
in Figure 5. The sleeve is open at both ends and is ideally
suited for receiving a thin blister strip of medication.
[0024] The advantage of the wallet 140 is that a small
number of capsules of tablets can be stored conveniently
and separately from the remainder of a course of medi-
cation in the primary receptacle. For example, a 28 day
course of medication might be in the form of four individ-
ual blister strips of medication, each strip holding a
week’s requirement of the medication. At any time, one
ofthe strips can be removed from the primary receptacle
134 and stored for convenience in the wallet 140, to be
carried by the user, while the box 10 is stored at a safe
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location.

[0025] Itis a particular advantage of the preferred em-
bodiment that the wallet and primary box are formed from
the same packaging blank, not least for ease of manu-
facture.

[0026] The wallet 140 can be stored in the box 10,
when required. To close the box 10 from the positions
shown in Figures 3 to 5, the closure flap portion 114 is
folded back downwards towards the upper primary panel
104B. The closure tab 122 can then be engaged in the
cut line 130 on the upper primary panel 104B to retain
the box in a closed condition, until access to the box is
again required.

Claims

1. Packaging for pharmaceutical products, the packag-
ing comprising a box-type structure defining a first
receptacle suitable for containing pharmaceutical
products such as blister strips of tablets or the like,
the packaging further including a second receptacle
which can be stored in the first receptacle and which
can be removed for use as a temporary receptacle
for said pharmaceutical products.

2. Packaging as claimedin claim 1, in which the second
receptacle is in the form of sleeve means for receiv-
ing a blister strip of tablets or the like.

3. Packaging as claimed in claim 1 or 2, in which the
second receptacle is in the form of a wallet.

4. Packaging as claimed in anypreceding claim, in
which the first and second receptacles are formed
from the same packaging blank

5. Packaging as claimed in anypreceding claim, in
which the second receptacle is detachable from the
first receptacle.

6. Packaging substantially as herein described and as
illustrated in Figures 1 to 5.

7. A packaging blank substantially as herein described
and as illustrated in Figure 2.
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