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(54) Resistive memory device having array of probes and method of manufacturing the resistive 
memory device

(57) Provided are a resistive memory device having
a probe array and a method of manufacturing the resistive
memory device. The resistive memory device includes a
memory part (10) having a bottom electrode (100) and a
ferroelectric layer (200) sequentially formed on a first
substrate; a probe part (20) having an array of resistive
probes (400) arranged on a second substrate (300), with
the tips of the resistive probes facing the ferroelectric
layer (200) such that they can write and read data on the

ferroelectric layer; and a binding layer (500) which grabs
and fixes the resistive probes on or above the ferroelectric
layer. The method of manufacturing the resistive memory
device includes forming a bottom electrode and a ferro-
electric layer sequentially on a first substrate; forming an
array of resistive probes for writing and reading data on
a second substrate; and wafer level bonding the first sub-
strate to the second substrate using a binding layer such
that tips of the resistive probes face the surface of the
ferroelectric layer.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a memory de-
vice and a method of manufacturing the memory device,
and more particularly, to a resistive memory device hav-
ing a multi probe array and a method of manufacturing
the resistive memory device.
[0002] The growing popularity of portable electronic
products, such as portable communication terminals and
digital cameras, demands ever more highly integrated
memory devices and high capacity recording devices.
Such memory devices in portable electronic products
need high density writing and reading and good shock
and wear resistance.
[0003] However, conventional devices in the form of
hard disks cannot easily be made small, and non-volatile
memory devices such as FeRAM devices cannot be high-
ly integrated. Thus, developments of new memory de-
vices, such as MRAM devices, are suggested.
[0004] Recording devices have been tried using a
technique of detecting charge distribution on the surface
of a recording layer by scanning probes. It is expected
that these recording or memory devices using the probes
can write data at a higher density than FeRAM or similar
devices. However, the structures of the scanning probes
make these recording devices relatively weak against
shock and wear

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] According to an aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a resistive memory device in which a
ferroelectric layer is used as a memory layer, and resis-
tive probes face the memory layer and write and read
data on the memory layer. The resistive memory device
comprises: a memory part having a bottom electrode and
a ferroelectric layer sequentially formed on a first sub-
strate; a probe part having an array of resistive probes
arranged on a second substrate, with the tips of the re-
sistive probes facing the ferroelectric layer such that they
can write and read data on the ferroelectric layer; and a
binding layer which grabs and fixes the resistive probes
on or above the ferroelectric layer.
[0006] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided a method of manufacturing a
resistive memory device, comprising: forming a bottom
electrode and a ferroelectric layer sequentially on a first
substrate; forming an array of resistive probes for writing
and reading data, on a second substrate; and wafer level
bonding the first substrate to the second substrate using
a binding layer such that the tips of the resistive probes
face the surface of the ferroelectric layer.
[0007] Each of the resistive probes may comprise a
resistive region at the tip, the resistance of which changes
according to the direction of remanent polarization in a
domain of the ferroelectric layer corresponding to the tip;

and a first electrode region and a second electrode re-
gion, which are separated from each other on inclined
surfaces of the probe and have the resistive region inter-
posed therebetween, the first and the second electrode
regions being used to detect the resistance of the resis-
tive region when reading data.
[0008] For example, each of the resistive probes may
have a body in the shape of a cone or a polygonal cone,
containing silicon doped with a first impurity, and the first
and the second electrode regions may comprise regions
doped with a second impurity of the opposite conduction
type to the first impurity, on the separated inclined sur-
faces. The resistive region may comprise a region doped
with the second impurity at a lower concentration than
the first and second electrode regions.
[0009] The probe part may further comprise intercon-
nections which are respectively connected to the first and
second electrode, are formed behind the probe array,
and function as terminals for selecting one of the resistive
probes and applying a current to the selected resistive
probe. The probe part may further comprise bit lines
which are respectively connected to the first and second
electrodes and formed behind the probe array; and se-
lection transistors which control the application of a cur-
rent to the bit lines.
[0010] In the above method, forming the resistive
probe array may comprises:

forming a silicon layer doped with a first impurity on
the second substrate;
ion-implanting a second impurity, which has the op-
posite conduction type to the first impurity, into at
least two adjacent portions in the silicon layer to form
regions of the second impurity; diffusing the ion-im-
planted second impurity from the regions of the sec-
ond impurity to form a diffusion region of the second
impurity between the regions of the second impurity,
the diffusion region containing a lower concentration
of the second impurity than the regions of the second
impurity; forming tip masks covering the diffusion re-
gion; and isotropically etching portions of the silicon
layer which are exposed through the tip masks, to
form the resistive probes.

[0011] In this case, each of the resistive probe may be
formed by isotropic etching such that its tip is positioned
at the diffusion region of the second impurity and the first
and the second electrode regions are respectively posi-
tioned at the regions of the second impurity.
[0012] The bonding the first substrate to the second
substrate may comprise forming a binding layer compris-
ing a polymer layer on the ferroelectric layer; penetrating
the tips of the resistive probes into the polymer layer; and
curing the polymer layer to grab and fix the resistive
probes.
[0013] The present invention provides a memory de-
vice which can write and read data at high density while
possessing the shock and wear resistance needed for
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the environment of portable electronic products, and a
method of manufacturing the memory device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] The above and other features and advantages
of the present invention will become more apparent by
describing in detail exemplary embodiments thereof with
reference to the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of a mem-
ory device according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
FIGS. 2 through 4 are views for explaining the struc-
ture and operation of a memory cell in a resistive
memory device according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 5 through 14 are schematic plan views for ex-
plaining the process of forming an array of probes
used in a resistive memory device according to an
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 15 through 18 are schematic cross-sectional
views for explaining the process of forming an array
of probes used in a resistive memory device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention; and
FIG. 19 is a schematic view for explaining the proc-
ess of wafer level bonding to form a resistive memory
device according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0015] Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the
present invention will be described in more detail with
reference to the attached drawings. However, these em-
bodiments may be changed in form and are not intended
to limit the scope of the invention. It should be understood
that these embodiments are given to fully illustrate of the
present invention to those of ordinary skill in the art.
[0016] In an embodiment of the present invention,
there is provided a resistive memory device in which a
ferroelectric layer is used as a memory layer, to which
resistive probes are matched, and writing and reading
on the memory layer is realized using the resistive
probes.
[0017] Each of the resistive probes may comprise a
resistive region at its tip and two electrode regions which
are separated from each other, on inclined surfaces ad-
jacent to the tip, having the resistive region interposed
therebetween. For example, each of the resistive probes
may have the shape of a cone, a tetragonal cone, or a
polygonal cone, with a pointed tip, and may comprise the
two electrode regions which are separated from each
other on the inclined surfaces of the probe body and
doped with impurity, and have the resistive region inter-
posed therebetween. In this case, the probe body may
be doped with a first impurity, and the electrode regions
doped with a second impurity of the opposite conduction

type.
[0018] The resistive region at the tip between the two
electrode regions may comprise an impurity region
doped with the second impurity at a lower concentration
than the two electrode regions, or a region doped with
the first impurity which has the opposite conduction type
to the second impurity with which the electrode regions
are doped. The charge distribution on the surface of the
memory layer which faces the tip generates an electric
field which in turn generates a depletion layer, and this
affects the resistance of the resistive region.
[0019] The charge distribution on the surface of the
memory layer is changed according to the direction of
remanent polarization in the domain of a ferroelectric lay-
er used as the memory layer. For example, the direction
of the electric field which acts on the tip may be reversed
according to the remanent polarization. Thus, according
to the remanent polarization, the depletion layer may or
may not form in the resistive region comprising the tip.
The electrical resistance of the resistive region, i.e. the
resistance between the two electrode regions, changes
depending on whether or not the depletion layer is gen-
erated. A memory device can be realized by setting two
states of the resistance values to "0" and "1". The rema-
nent polarization state of the ferroelectric layer can be
changed for each domain of the ferroelectric layer, and
thus, the minimum memory region recorded on the fer-
roelectric layer can be greatly reduced according to the
size of the domain. Thus, a very high writing density can
be realized.
[0020] When a voltage of at least a coercive voltage
of the remanent polarization of a domain, or an electric
field of at least a coercive field, is applied to the tip of the
probe, the direction of polarization in the domain of the
ferroelectric layer corresponding to the tip can be re-
versed. Thus, data can be written on the ferroelectric
layer using the probe.
[0021] In an embodiment of the present invention, an
array of the probes are introduced in the ferroelectric lay-
er, and thus, the ferroelectric layer and one probe can
comprise a memory cell. Thus, writing and reading of
data on the ferroelectric layer can be performed sepa-
rately in each memory cell. An interconnection structure
which comprises selection transistor devices for select-
ing a memory cell, bit lines and word lines, and intercon-
nection contacts is substantially located over the memory
cells, i.e., behind the probes, and thus, the data can be
selectively written and read by selecting individual mem-
ory cells.
[0022] FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of a
memory device according to an embodiment of the
present invention. Referring to FIG. 1, the memory device
is formed by binding a memory part 10 to a probe part
20 using a binding layer 500.
[0023] The memory part 10 comprises a bottom elec-
trode 100 formed on a wafer or a first substrate (not
shown) and a ferroelectric layer 200 as a memory layer
formed on the bottom electrode 100. The ferroelectric
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layer 200 has a vertical dielectric polarization direction,
and may be made of a ferroelectric material such as PZT,
BTO(BaTiO3), or similar. The bottom electrode 100 is
formed to apply an electric field to the ferroelectric layer
200 or for grounding.
[0024] After the formation of the ferroelectric layer 200,
the binding layer 500 for wafer level bonding on the fer-
roelectric layer 200 is formed. The binding layer 500 is
introduced to grab and fix the probes on the ferroelectric
layer 200 in a subsequent process. The ferroelectric layer
200 is formed such that the probes can relatively easily
penetrate into it, and can then be cured in a relatively
simple manner by a thermal process, UV light irradiation
or similar, to grab and fix the probes on or above the
ferroelectric layer 200. The binding layer 500 may be
made of an adhesive resin or a polymer or polymer-like
material.
[0025] The probe part 20 comprises an array of probes
400 formed on a wafer or a second substrate 300. Tips
of probes 400 are bound to the memory part 10 to face
the surface of the ferroelectric layer 200. The array of
probes 400 corresponds to an array of memory cells 30.
Each of the probes 400 has a body 401 in a pointed
shape. The body 401 is made of a semiconductor mate-
rial and may have the shape of a cone, a tetragonal cone,
or a polygonal cone.
[0026] Each of the probes 400 can be composed of a
resistive semiconductor probe. For example, each of the
probes 400 comprises a resistive region 404 at the tip of
the body 401, and two electrode regions 403 and 405
separated from each other on the left and right inclined
surfaces with a resistive region 404 interposed therebe-
tween. In this case, the body 401 may be made of a sem-
iconductor material, for example, silicon. The two elec-
trode regions 403 and 405 may be doped with an n-type
or p-type impurity. In this case, the body 401 may be
doped with an impurity of the opposite conduction type
to the two electrode regions 403 and 405.
[0027] The tip of the body 401 between the two elec-
trode regions 403 and 405 is assigned as the resistive
region 404 and may have a higher resistance than the
two electrode regions 403 and 405. For example, when
the two electrode regions 403 and 405 are n+-type doped,
the resistive region 404 may be n--type doped.
At this time, the body 401 may be p-type doped.
[0028] Then, the resulting probe part 20 is bound to
the memory part 10 such that the tips of the probes 400
face the surface of the ferroelectric layer 200. The bond-
ing is performed using wafer level bonding in which a
wafer is bound to another wafer. During the wafer level
bonding, the tips of the probes 400 penetrate into the
binding layer 500 formed on the ferroelectric layer 200
of the memory part 10, and are thus stuck into the binding
layer 500. Then, the polymer of the binding layer 500 is
cured to fix the probes 400. Thus, the array of the probes
400 on the second substrate 300 are arranged such that
the tips of the probes 400 face the ferroelectric layer 200.
[0029] The binding layer 500 may function as an insu-

lating layer, and simultaneously shield the ferroelectric
layer 200 from charged particles and atmospheric hu-
midity. Since the ferroelectric layer 200 is formed on a
separate wafer or substrate from the probe part 20, the
ferroelectric layer 200 can be deposited at a higher tem-
perature, and thus its properties can be improved. In gen-
eral, when the ferroelectric layer 200 and the sensor part,
for example, the probes 400, are formed simultaneously,
doping regions of the probes 400 are likely to be adverse-
ly effected by the high temperature, and thus, the depo-
sition temperature of the ferroelectric layer 200 is greatly
limited. The embodiment of the present invention over-
comes this temperature limitation for the deposition of
the ferroelectric layer 200.
[0030] In the resistive memory device according to an
embodiment of the present invention, the selection and
operation of one of the memory cells 30 may be per-
formed by applying a predetermined voltage to two ter-
minals 407 and 409 which are electrically connected to
the two electrode regions 403 and 405 of the probes 400,
respectively. The bottom electrode 100 on the bottom
surface of the ferroelectric layer 200 may be grounded.
The two electrode regions 403 and 405 are electrically
connected to the interconnections, such as bit lines, to
apply the necessary voltages to the probes 400 to select
the memory cells 30, write data to the memory cells 30,
and read data from the memory cells 30. For example,
an interconnection structure in which word lines and bit
lines intersect to form a matrix (not shown) is buried in
the second substrate 300 which is behind the array of
the probes 400, as in the conventional memory devices,
and the first terminal 407 is connected to one of the word
lines and the second terminal 409 is connected to one
of the bit lines, thus performing the selection of one of
the memory cells 30, writing data to the memory cell 30,
and reading data from the memory cell 30.
[0031] The basic operation concept of the resistive
memory device according to an embodiment of the
present invention will now be described.
[0032] FIG. 2 is a schematic view for explaining the
cell structure in a resistive memory device according to
an embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 3 is a sche-
matic view for explaining writing data to a cell in a resistive
memory device according to an embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 4 is a schematic view for explain-
ing reading data from a cell in a resistive memory device
according to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0033] Referring to FIG. 2, a probe 400 writes and
reads data using the difference in an electric field accord-
ing to dielectric polarization generated in a domain of a
ferroelectric layer 200. For this, the probe 400 comprises
a resistive region 404 at its tip, between a first electrode
region 403 and a second electrode region 405. The re-
sistive region 404 is fixed in a binding layer 500 of FIG.
1 and contacts or is very close to the surface of the fer-
roelectric layer 200. A protective layer 501 may be further
formed on the ferroelectric layer 200.
[0034] A depletion layer may be generated in the re-
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sistive region 404 at the tip due to the effects of the electric
field, which varies according to the dielectric polarization
in the ferroelectric layer 200 facing the tip. As a result,
the resistance between the first and the second electrode
regions 403 and 405 is recognized as one of the two
states "0" and "1.
[0035] Referring to FIG. 3, the data is written to a spe-
cific domain region of the ferroelectric layer 200 by gen-
erating a dielectric polarization in a specific direction in
a portion of the ferroelectric layer 200 which faces the
resistive region 404. For this, voltage of the same polarity
are simultaneously applied to the first and second elec-
trode regions 403 and 405. At this time, at least the volt-
age required to change the direction of the dielectric po-
larization, i.e., a coercive voltage (Vc), must be applied
to the first and the second electrode regions 403 and
405. In this case, at least the electric field required to
change the direction of the dielectric polarization, i.e., a
coercive electric field (Ec), is generated between the
grounded bottom electrode 100 and the tip of the probe
400. Thus, vertical dielectric polarization is generated in
the domain region of the ferroelectric layer 200 facing
the tip of the probe 400. Voltages for writing are applied
to the first and the second electrode regions 403 and 405
through the two terminals 407 and 409, and according
to the polarity of the applied voltage, the direction of po-
larization in a domain of the ferroelectric layer 200 is re-
versed.
[0036] Referring to FIG. 4, when different voltages are
applied to the two terminals 407 and 409, if the direction
of alignment of the domain of the ferroelectric layer 200
is upward, the resistance of the resistive region 404 is
relatively low, and thus, a relatively large current flows
through the resistive region 404. In this case, for example,
the resistive region 404 is n--type doped and the first and
the second electrode regions 403 and 405 are n+-type
doped. On the other hand, if the direction of alignment
of the domain is downward, a depletion layer is generated
in the resistive region 404 due to the effects of the electric
field according to the remanent polarization. Thus, the
resistance of the resistive region 404 is high, and thus,
a small current flows through the resistive region 404.
Data of "0" and "1" can be read using the two current
states, i.e., the higher current and the lower current.
[0037] Again, referring to FIG. 1, to select one of the
memory cells 30 and apply a voltage to the probes 400
for selecting one of the memory cells 30 and writing and
reading data on the memory cells 30, the interconnection
structure may be formed in the second substrate 300
behind the array of probes 400. The interconnection
structure may be constructed such that word lines inter-
sect with bit lines to connect specific wires to the two
terminals 407 and 409 of each of the probes 400. Alter-
natively, the interconnection structure may be construct-
ed such that each of the word lines intersects two parallel
bit lines, and a selection transistor is connected to the
word line. The process of forming the probes 400 will be
explained based on the example in which the intercon-

nection structure accompanied by selection transistors
is installed in the second substrate 300.
[0038] FIGS. 5 through 14 are schematic plan views
for explaining the process of forming an array of probes
in a resistive memory device according to an embodiment
of the present invention. FIGS. 15 through 18 are sche-
matic cross-sectional views for explaining the process of
forming an array of probes in a resistive memory device
according to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0039] Referring to FIG. 5, active regions 301 are as-
signed on a second substrate 300, which is a semicon-
ductor substrate made of silicon (Si), using a device sep-
aration process from a method of forming transistors. Re-
ferring to FIG. 6, word lines 310 are formed to cross the
active regions 301 using a process of forming transistor
gates. The word lines 310 are made of a polycrystalline
silicon or other suitable material. A gate oxide layer (not
shown) may be formed between the active regions 301
and the word lines 310. Thus, selection transistors for
selecting a probe 400 are formed.
[0040] Referring to FIG. 7, bit line plugs 321 are formed
near the word lines 310 to be electrically connected to
adjacent active regions 301. An insulating layer (not
shown) is formed to cover the word lines 310, and the bit
line plugs 321, which are conductive, are electrically con-
nected to the active regions 301 through the insulating
layer. Referring to FIG. 8, conductive bit lines 320 are
formed to intersect the word lines 310. The bit lines 320
are electrically connected to the bit line plugs 321. The
bit lines 320 and the word lines 310 intersect to form a
matrix.
[0041] Referring to FIG. 9, conductive cell plugs 330
are formed to pass through the second substrate 300 in
the vicinity of the bit lines 320 and the word lines 310
such that the cell plugs 330 are electrically connected to
the active regions 301. The cell plugs 330 contact the
active regions 301 through an insulating layer covering
the bit lines 320 and the insulating layer covering the
word lines 310. Thus, an interconnection structure is
formed for selecting individual memory cells 30 and writ-
ing and reading data on the memory cells 30 (see FIG. 1).
[0042] Referring to FIG. 10, a silicon layer 350 is
formed on the second substrate 300 which has the cell
plugs 330 formed thereon. The silicon layer 350 may be
formed by deposition. The silicon layer 350 may be doped
with an impurity of the opposite conduction type to that
of the two electrode regions 403 and 405 of the probes
400 (see FIG. 1). For example, the silicon layer 350 may
be doped with a p-type impurity.
[0043] Referring to FIGS. 11 through 15, a mask 610
for ion implantation is formed on the silicon layer 350.
The mask 610 exposes portions of the silicon layer 350
above the cell plugs 330. Impurity regions 640 are formed
in the exposed portions of the silicon layer 350 by the ion
implantation. The impurity may be n-type. As a result,
the impurity regions 640 are electrically connected to the
cell plugs 330.
[0044] Referring to FIGS. 12 and 16, the impurity is
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diffused from the impurity regions 640 to form impurity
diffusion regions 641 having a lower concentration of the
impurity than the impurity regions 640. The diffusion of
the impurity is controlled such that the impurities diffused
from adjacent impurity regions 640 meet in the middle
and overlap each other, that is, the diffusion profile is
controlled such that both the impurity diffusion regions
641 meet near the surface of the silicon layer 350 below
the mask 610, and the silicon layer 350 is present below
the overlapping impurity diffusion regions 641. In general,
the diffusion rate of the impurity in portions adjacent to
the surfaces of the impurity diffusion regions 641 is faster
than below such portions. Thus, the diffusion profile of
the impurity may be formed such that the surface of the
silicon layer 350 has a convex form as illustrated in FIG.
16.
[0045] Referring to FIG. 13, tip masks 650 are used to
etch the silicon layer 350 for forming the probes 400 (see
FIG. 1). The tip masks 650, are hard masks, and are
formed to cover the silicon layer 350 above portions be-
tween the cell plugs 330, i.e., to cover portions between
the impurity regions 640. The tip masks 650 are formed
to cover portions in which the probes 400 are to be
formed.
[0046] Referring to FIGS. 14 and 17, the portions of
the silicon layer 350 exposed through the tip masks 650
are isotropically etched to form the probes 400 with tips
pointing upward. When the tip masks 650 are square,
the probes 400 formed using isotropic etching will have
the shape of tetragonal cones. The tips of the probes 400
are resistive regions 404, which correspond substantially
to portions of the impurity diffusion regions 641 (see FIG.
16). The first and second electrode regions 403 and 405
which are formed to face to each other on the inclined
surfaces of the probes 400 corresponds to portions of
the impurity regions 640.
[0047] The isotropic etching may be performed until a
layer below the silicon layer 350 is exposed. Alternatively,
a portion of the silicon layer 350 may be allowed to remain
after the isotropic etching. When some of the silicon layer
350 remains, the first and the second electrode regions
403 and 405 are respectively electrically connected to
the cell plugs 330 through the impurity regions 640 which
remain below the first and the second electrode regions
403 and 405.
[0048] As illustrated in FIG. 14, the first electrode re-
gions 403 are electrically connected to the active regions
301 through the cell plugs 330 to contact the selection
transistors. Thus, the first electrode region 403 are elec-
trically connected to the bit lines 320 through the bit line
plugs 321 according to control or switching of the word
lines 310 by the selection transistors. The second elec-
trode regions 405 contact the other selection transistors
through the other cell plugs 330 to be electrically con-
nected to the other adjacent bit lines 320 through the
other bit line plugs 321 according to the control or switch-
ing by the same word lines 310. In such an interconnec-
tion structure, by selecting one of the word lines 310, a

row of probes 400 connected to the word line 310 is se-
lected. Then, a pair of bit lines 320 which are respectively
connected to the first and the second electrode regions
403 and 405 select one of the probes 400 in the selected
row. The bit lines 320 are used as two terminals for the
probes 400, to apply voltages to the selected probe 400.
[0049] As explained above, the resistive memory de-
vice according to an embodiment of the present invention
is formed by binding the second substrate 300 (see FIG.
1) having the array of probes 400 to the first substrate
100 having the ferroelectric layer 200.
[0050] FIG. 19 is a schematic view for explaining the
process of wafer level bonding to form a resistive memory
device according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
[0051] Referring to FIG. 19, a probe part 20 having an
array of probes 400 formed on a second substrate 300
is bound to a memory part 10 having a ferroelectric layer
200 formed on a first substrate (not shown) by wafer level
bonding. During the wafer level bonding, the tips of the
probes 400 penetrate a binding layer 500 comprising a
layer of polymer or polymer-like material formed on the
ferroelectric layer 200, such that the tips of the probes
400 contact or are adjacent to the surface of the ferroe-
lectric layer 200. Then, the polymer layer of the binding
layer 500 is cured to fix the probes 400 on or adjacent to
the ferroelectric layer 200.
[0052] As described above, the present invention pro-
vides a memory device comprising resistive probes and
a memory layer, which is a ferroelectric layer. The mem-
ory device has no mechanical parts, and thus has the
high impact and abrasion resistance required for use in
reliable portable electronic products.
[0053] Since the probe array is bound to the ferroelec-
tric layer by wafer level bonding using the binding layer,
the binding layer can efficiently shield the ferroelectric
layer from charged particles and moisture. Furthermore,
since the ferroelectric layer is deposited on a separate
wafer, it can be deposited at a high temperature, thus
improving its properties and reliability. The integration
degree and writing density of the memory device depend
on the density of probes in the probe array, and thus, the
memory according to the present invention can guaran-
tee a higher writing density than conventional FeRAM
devices.
[0054] While the present invention has been particu-
larly shown and described with reference to exemplary
embodiments thereof, it will be understood by those of
ordinary skill in the art that various changes in form and
details may be made therein without departing from the
scope of the present invention as defined by the following
claims.

Claims

1. A resistive memory device comprising:

9 10 



EP 1 653 473 A2

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a memory part having a bottom electrode and a
ferroelectric layer sequentially arranged on a
first substrate;
a probe part having an array of resistive probes
arranged on a second substrate, with the tips of
the resistive probes facing the ferroelectric layer
such that they can write and read data on the
ferroelectric layer; and
a binding layer which holds and fixes the resis-
tive probes on or above the ferroelectric layer.

2. The resistive memory device of claim 1, wherein
each of the resistive probes comprises:

a resistive region at the tip, the resistance of
which changes according to the direction of re-
manent polarization in a domain of the ferroe-
lectric layer corresponding to the tip; and
a first electrode region and a second electrode
region, which are separated from each other on
inclined surfaces of the probe and have the re-
sistive region interposed therebetween, the first
and the second electrode regions being used to
detect the resistance of the resistive region
when reading data.

3. The resistive memory device of claim 2, wherein
each of the resistive probes has a body in the shape
of a cone or a polygonal cone, containing silicon
doped with a first impurity, and
the first and the second electrode regions comprise
regions doped with a second impurity of the opposite
conduction type to the first impurity, on the separated
inclined surfaces.

4. The resistive memory device of claim 3, wherein the
resistive region comprises a region doped with the
second impurity at a lower concentration than the
first and second electrode regions.

5. The resistive memory device of any preceding claim,
wherein the probe part further comprises: intercon-
nections which are respectively connected to the first
and second electrode, are formed behind the probe
array, and function as terminals for selecting one of
the resistive probes and applying a current to the
selected resistive probe.

6. The resistive memory device of any preceding claim,
wherein the probe part further comprises:

bit lines which are respectively connected to the
first and second electrodes and formed behind
the probe array; and
selection transistors which control the applica-
tion of a current to the bit lines.

7. The resistive memory device of any preceding claim,

wherein the binding layer comprises a polymer layer.

8. A resistive memory device according to claim 1:

wherein each of the resistive probes has a body
in the shape of a cone or a polygonal cone, con-
taining silicon doped with a first impurity, and
comprises;
a resistive region at the tip, the resistance of
which changes according to the direction of re-
manent polarization in a domain of the ferroe-
lectric layer corresponding to the tip;
a first electrode region and a second electrode
region, which are separated from each other on
inclined surfaces of the body and have the re-
sistive region interposed therebetween, the first
and the second electrode regions being used to
detect the resistance of the resistive region
when reading data, and the resistive region com-
prising a region doped with a second impurity at
a lower concentration than the first and second
electrode regions;
bit lines which are respectively connected to the
first and second electrodes, are formed behind
the probe array, and function as terminals for
selecting one of the resistive probes and apply-
ing a current to the selected resistive probe; and
selection transistors which control the applica-
tion of a current to the bit lines.

9. A method of manufacturing a resistive memory de-
vice, comprising:

forming a bottom electrode and a ferroelectric
layer sequentially on a first substrate;
forming an array of resistive probes for writing
and reading data, on a second substrate; and
wafer level bonding the first substrate to the sec-
ond substrate using a binding layer such that
the tips of the resistive probes face the surface
of the ferroelectric layer.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein forming the resistive
probe array comprises:

forming a silicon layer doped with a first impurity
on the second substrate; ion-implanting a sec-
ond impurity, which has the opposite conduction
type to the first impurity, into at least two adjacent
portions in the silicon layer to form regions of
the second impurity;
diffusing the ion-implanted second impurity from
the regions of the second impurity to form a dif-
fusion region of the second impurity between
the regions of the second impurity, the diffusion
region containing a lower concentration of the
second impurity than the regions of the second
impurity;
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forming tip masks covering the diffusion region;
and
isotropically etching portions of the silicon layer
which are exposed through the tip masks, to
form the resistive probes.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein each of the resistive
probe is formed by isotropic etching such that its tip
is positioned at the diffusion region of the second
impurity and the first and the second electrode re-
gions are respectively positioned at the regions of
the second impurity.

12. The method of claim 10 or 11, further comprising,
prior to forming the silicon layer:

forming interconnections which are respectively
connected to the first and second electrodes, on
the second substrate, the interconnections func-
tioning as terminals for selecting one of the re-
sistive probes and applying a current to the se-
lected probe.

13. The method of claim 10, 11 or 12, further comprising,
prior to forming the silicon layer:

forming bit lines which are respectively connect-
ed to the first and second electrodes, on the sec-
ond substrate; and
forming selection transistors which control the
application of current to the bit lines, below the
bit lines.

14. The method of claim 9, 10, 11, 12 or 13, wherein
bonding the first substrate to the second substrate
comprises:

forming a binding layer comprising a polymer
layer on the ferroelectric layer;
penetrating the tips of the resistive probes into
the polymer layer; and
curing the polymer layer to grab and fix the re-
sistive probes.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the tips of the re-
sistive probes penetrate into the polymer layer such
that they contact or are adjacent to the surface of
the ferroelectric layer.
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