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(54) Authentication method and system, and information processing method and apparatus

(57)  When having established communication with a
data processing apparatus, a first apparatus determines
whether or not to generate authentication information
based on identification information about the data
processing apparatus. If it is determined that generation
of authentication information is necessary, then the first
apparatus generates authentication information and
saves it in a memory. If it is determined that generation
of authentication information is necessary, the first ap-

paratus sends the generated authentication information
to the data processing apparatus with which communi-
cation has been established. If it is determined that gen-
eration of authentication information is unnecessary,
then the first apparatus sends authentication information
saved in the memory to the data processing apparatus
with which communication has been established. There-
by, authentication between data processing apparatuses
is performed with the use of the authentication informa-
tion sent from the first apparatus.
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Description
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The presentinvention relates to an authentica-
tion technique for a communication system using wire-
less communication.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] With recent development of wireless communi-
cation techniques including WirelessLAN, it is being pro-
moted to replace a part of a communication system using
wired communication with a wireless communication
system in home or office environments. For example,
instead of connecting a notebook computer to a wired
LAN network to perform communication by connecting a
network cable with the notebook computer to connect to
the network, connection may be made to a network via
an access point with the use of WirelessLAN. As another
example, instead of printing an image taken by a digital
camera with a printer by connecting the digital camera
and the printer via a USB cable or the like to transfer the
image, the image may be transferred to the printer with
the use of Bluetooth or WirelessLAN.

[0003] In addition to the purpose of replacing wired
communication, there is great expectation for a close
range wireless communication mode such as NFC (Near
Field Communication). It is possible to perform commu-
nication between pieces of equipment provided with NFC
only by bringing the pieces of equipment close to each
other. Therefore, NFC has gotten attention as such as
can provide a user with convenient means for easily uti-
lizing various services in performing settlement process-
ing, processing for accessing to services or the like.
[0004] From the above situation, it is anticipated that
wireless communication such as WirelessLAN and NFC
will further spread. That is, it is anticipated that, not only
in homes and offices but also in every environment, a
scene will be more often seen that various pieces of
equipment provided with the above-described wireless
communication mode perform communication so that a
user can utilize various services.

[0005] In the case where many pieces of equipment
can perform wireless communication as described
above, it is essential to certainly grasp what kinds of
equipment are connected to each network and perform
authentication processing to avoid improper connection
or connection from malicious equipment. For example,
in a home environment, it must be avoided to wrongly
connect to a printer of the next house when an image
taken by a digital camera is printed. In an office environ-
ment, it is necessary to certainly perform authentication
processing in connecting to an access point in order to
prevent a malicious third person from invading an intran-
et.

[0006] Forexample,in|EEE 802.11, an authentication
method utilizing a common key cryptography or an au-
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thentication method utilizing an authentication server
such as RADIUS is used for such authentication process-
ing. In Bluetooth, access control is performed by inputting
a password such as a PIN code.

[0007] As described above, in an environment where
wireless communication is widely and generally spread,
it is necessary to prevent improper connection or invalid
access by certainly performing authentication process-
ing.

[0008] However, if consideration is given to authenti-
cation processing to be performed when portable termi-
nals, such as a digital camera and a mobile printer pro-
vided with a wireless communication function, commu-
nicate with each other, the authentication methods de-
scribed above are not necessarily suitable. For example,
in general, a portable terminal does not have sufficient
input means for authentication or is not provided with
such input means at all. Accordingly, even if a user at-
tempts authentication by inputting a password in such an
environment, it may be very troublesome for the user to
input the password, or input itself may be impossible. It
is also impossible to use the method utilizing an authen-
tication server in such an ad-hoc environment where a
network is constituted only by terminals to perform com-
munication, because there is not an authentication server
on the network. Furthermore, it is also impossible for the
method utilizing a common key cryptography to com-
pletely prevent access from those other than an author-
ized user, because security in key exchange is not spe-
cifically provided and, therefore, there is a possibility that
a key may be obtained by a third person intentionally or
by mistake.

[0009] In Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.
2001-189722 and in Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.
2003-174468, there is proposed an authentication sys-
tem utilizing a card.

[0010] However, in such a system, it is possible for a
third personto acquire information for authentication from
each equipment by using an apparatus provided with a
data reading/writing function equivalent to that of the
card. Therefore, the system also cannot enable satisfac-
tory security to be obtained.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0011] The present invention has been made in con-
sideration of the above problems, and its objectis to make
it possible to easily and certainly perform authentication
processing without annoying a user with a troublesome
work even in an environment where access to an authen-
tication server is impossible due to insufficient user in-
terface of a portable terminal.

[0012] In order to achieve the above object, according
to one aspect of the present invention, there is provided
an authentication method for performing authentication
between data processing apparatuses, the method com-
prising: a determination step of, when communication is
established with a data processing apparatus, determin-
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ing whether or not generation of authentication informa-
tion is necessary based on identification information
about the data processing apparatus, in a first apparatus;
a generation step of, if it is determined by the determi-
nation step that generation of authentication information
is necessary, generating authentication information and
saving the authentication information in a memory, in the
first apparatus; a first sending step of, if it is determined
by the determination step that generation of authentica-
tion information is necessary, sending the authentication
information generated by the generation step to the data
processing apparatus with which communication has
been established, in the first apparatus; a second send-
ing step of, if it is determined by the determination step
that generation of authentication information is unneces-
sary, sending authentication information saved in the
memory to the data processing apparatus with which
communication has been established, in the first appa-
ratus; and an authentication step of performing authen-
tication between the data processing apparatuses with
the use of the authentication information sent by the first
sending step or the second sending step.

[0013] Other features and advantageous of the
present invention will be apparent from the following de-
scription taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, in which like reference characters designate
the same or similar parts throughout the figures thereof.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] The accompanying drawings, which are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of the specification, illus-
trate embodiments of the invention and , together with
the description, serve to explain the principles of the in-
vention.

FIG. 1 shows an example of configuration of an au-
thentication system according to this embodiment;
FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing functional config-
uration of an image capturing apparatus in the au-
thentication system of this embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing functional config-
uration of a printer applicable to the authentication
system of this embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing functional config-
uration of an authentication card applicable to the
authentication system of this embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a sequence diagram showing a procedure
for authentication processing in this embodiment;
FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing a procedure for au-
thentication information sending processing to be
performed in the authentication card of this embod-
iment;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a procedure for au-
thentication processing in a printer of this embodi-
ment, which is an apparatus to perform authentica-
tion;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating the operation of the
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printer in the authentication processing;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating the operation of the
image capturing apparatus in the authentication
processing; and

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating the operation of the
authentication card in the authentication processing.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0015] Preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion will now be described in detail in accordance with
the accompanying drawings.

[First Embodiment]

[0016] FIG. 1 shows the outline of configuration of a
wireless system to which authentication processing ac-
cording to a first embodiment is applicable. As shown in
FIG. 1, the authentication processing of the first embod-
iment realizes authentication between an image captur-
ing apparatus 101 and a printer 102 by causing an au-
thentication card 103 to intervene therebetween. That is,
in the wireless communication system of the first embod-
iment, the image capturing apparatus 101, the printer
102 and the authentication card 103 perform authentica-
tion processing utilizing close range wireless communi-
cation by means of NFC. Then, if the authentication
processing succeeds and access is permitted, content
data is communicated from the image capturing appara-
tus 101 to the printer 102 by means of WirelessLAN.
[0017] The configuration of the image capturing appa-
ratus 101 in this embodiment will be described with the
use of the functional block diagram shown in FIG. 2. The
image capturing apparatus 101 is provided at least with
a WirelessLAN communication section 201, an NFC
reader/writer communication section 202, an authentica-
tion processing section 203, a storage section 204 and
an image capturing processing section 205. The Wire-
lessLAN communication section 201 has a function of
performing wireless communication with neighbor termi-
nals utilizing the WirelessLAN communication mode. The
NFC reader/writer communication section 202 has a
function of forming an RF field with an NFC tag or another
NFC reader/writer communication section within the
communication distance utilizing the NFC communica-
tion mode to send and receive data. The authentication
processing section 203 has a function of accessing an-
other apparatus (in this example, the printer 102) and
performing authentication processing to perform Wire-
lessLAN communication. The storage section 204 has a
function of storing authentication information acquired
from the outside (in this example, the authentication card
103). The image capturing processing section 205 has
a function of performing processing related to image cap-
turing, which is the main function of the image capturing
apparatus 101.

[0018] Next, the configuration of the printer 102 in this
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embodiment will be described with the use of the func-
tional block diagram shown in FIG. 3. The printer 102 is
provided at least with a WirelessLAN communication
section 301, an NFC reader/writer communication sec-
tion 302, an authentication processing section 303, a
storage section 304, a print processing section 305 and
a timer section 306. The WirelessLAN communication
section 301 has a function of performing wireless com-
munication with neighbor terminals utilizing the Wireless-
LAN communication mode. The NFC reader/writer com-
munication section 302 has a function of forming an RF
field with an NFC tag or another NFC reader/writer com-
munication section within the communication distance
utilizing the NFC communication mode to send and re-
ceive data. The authentication processing section 303
has a function of performing authentication processing
for a terminal requesting permission of WirelessLAN
communication access. The storage section 304 has a
function of storing identification information and authen-
tication information to be acquired from the outside (in
this example, the authentication card 103). The print
processing section 305 has a function of performing
processing related to printing, which is the main function
of the printer 102. The timer section 306 has a function
of monitoring the time limit of validity of authentication
information stored in the storage section 304.

[0019] Next, the configuration of the authentication
card 103 according to this embodiment will be described
with the use of the functional block diagram shown in
FIG. 4. The authentication card 103 is provided at least
with an NFC tag communication section 401, an authen-
tication information management section 402, an authen-
tication information generation section 403 and a storage
section 404. The NFC tag communication section 401 is
activated by being supplied with power from an RF field
formed between the NFC tag communication section 401
and an NFC reader/writer section within the communica-
tion distance, through electromagnetic induction. Then,
the NFC tag communication section 401 performs com-
munication by returning a response to a request from the
NFC reader/writer section. The authentication informa-
tion management section 402 has a function of perform-
ing authentication information sending processing in re-
sponse to an authentication information request mes-
sage. The authentication information generation section
403 generates authentication information. In this embod-
iment, the authentication information generation section
403 has a function of generating a random character
string with several digits as the authentication information
every time it is activated. Though a random character
string with several digits is used as the authentication
information in this embodiment, the data length and the
data format are not limited thereto. That is, any data can
be used as the authentication information if it can be com-
municated between terminals, stored in the storage sec-
tion of each terminal and compared. The storage section
404 has a function of storing the authentication informa-
tion generated by the authentication information gener-
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ation section 403.

[0020] Theimage capturing apparatus 101, the printer
102 and the authentication card 103 have hardware con-
figuration for realizing the functional configuration shown
in FIGS. 2 to 4, respectively. Such configurations, how-
ever, are apparent to those skilled in the art, and there-
fore, illustration by figures is omitted here. As an example
of configuration of the WirelessLAN communication sec-
tion, there is configuration for performing WirelessLAN
communication in conformity with the IEEE 802.11 stand-
ard or the like. For configuration for performing NFC (202,
302 and 401), RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) can
be used. Description will be made below on authentica-
tion processing to be performed when WirelessLAN com-
munication is performed between the image capturing
apparatus 101 and the printer 102.

[0021] Next, description will be made on the flow of
processing by the authentication method according to
the first embodiment with the use of FIG. 5 and FIGS. 8
to 10. FIG. 5 shows connection and information flow
among the image capturing apparatus 101 as an appa-
ratus which requests authentication, the printer 102 as
an apparatus which confirms authentication and the au-
thentication card 103 as an apparatus which provides
authentication information. FIGS. 8, 9 and 10 are flow-
charts illustrating the authentication processing opera-
tions of the printer 102, the image capturing apparatus
101 and the authentication card 103, respectively.
[0022] First, the printer 102 and the authentication card
103 perform processing for exchanging identification in-
formation and store identification information about the
counterpart in their storage sections (304 and 404), re-
spectively (step S501). This is called "pairing", which is
performed to prevent authentication card spoofing in the
authentication method described below. As the identifi-
cation information, unique information which never over-
laps with ID’s of other equipment is used, such as a UUID
(Universally Unique IDentifier). The following are possi-
ble methods for pairing (methods for causing the printer
102 and the authentication card 103 to store the identi-
fication information about the counterpart):

(1) A method in which an authorized user inputs the
authentication information about the authentication
card 103 from the operation section of the printer
102 for storage;

(2) A method in which the authentication information
about the authentication card 103 is inputted into the
printer 102 for storage by operating a computer con-
nected to the printer 102 via a cable;

(3) A method in which the pieces of identification
information are exchanged by operation by an au-
thorized user, with the use of NFC communication;
and

(4) A method in which the identification information
aboutthe counterpartis written in the storage section
before factory shipment.
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[0023] Next, the authentication card 103 is brought
close to the printer 102 until it is within the distance en-
abling NFC communication with the printer 102. Then,
an RF field is formed between the authentication card
103 and the printer 102, and NFC communication is es-
tablished and started (step S502). When NFC commu-
nication is started with the authentication card 103, the
printer 102 sends a message requesting the identification
information of the authentication card 103 to the authen-
tication card 103 (step S503). In response to this request,
the authentication card 103 sends its identification infor-
mation to the printer 102 (step S504).

[0024] The printer 102 compares the acquired identi-
fication information of the authentication card 103 and
the identification information stored in the storage section
304 to check whether the authentication card performing
the NFC communication is the terminal which has per-
formed the identification exchange processing (pairing)
at step S501. If the pieces of identification information
correspond to each other as a result of the comparison,
then the printer 102 sends an authentication information
request message including its identification information
to the authentication card 103 (step S505). On the other
hand, if the pieces of identification information do not
correspond to each other, then the authentication
processing is terminated. In this case, for example, a
message representing the above status may be sentfrom
the printer 102 to the authentication card 103, or the
processing may be immediately terminated. If the printer
102 immediately terminates the processing, nothing is
notified to the authentication card 103. However, the au-
thentication card 103 can detect the termination of the
processing from the fact that a predetermined time has
elapsed without receiving a response since it sent its
identification information response.

[0025] Having received the authentication information
request message from the printer 102, the authentication
card 103 performs authentication information sending
processing to be described later to return a suitable au-
thentication information response message to the printer
102 (step S506). That is, the authentication card 103
compares the identification information about the printer
102 included in the authentication information request
message and the identification information stored in the
storage section 404 to check whether the printer 102 is
the terminal which has performed the identification infor-
mation exchange processing at step S501. If the pieces
of identification information correspond to each other as
a result of the comparison, then the authentication infor-
mation request is permitted, and the authentication card
103 generates authentication information, stores the au-
thentication information in an authentication information
response message and sends the message to the printer
102. If the authentication information is included in the
received response message, the printer 102 stores the
authentication information in the storage section 304.
Here, the printer 102 activates the timer section 306 for
saving authentication information, and discards the
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stored authentication information when the time limit of
the timer comes. If the authentication information re-
sponse message is an error, then the printer terminates
the authentication processing.

[0026] Through the above-described processing from
steps S501 to S506, the authentication information is
sent from the authentication card 103 to the printer 102.
Next, by the user bringing the authentication card 103
close to the image capturing apparatus 101 until it is with-
in the distance enabling NFC communication, the au-
thentication card 103 forms an RF field with the image
capturing apparatus 101, and establishes and starts NFC
communication (step S507). When NFC communication
is started, the image capturing apparatus 101 sends an
authentication information request message including its
identification information to the authentication card 103
(step S508).

[0027] Receiving the authentication information re-
quest message from the image capturing apparatus 101,
the authentication card 103 performs authentication in-
formation sending processing to be described later to
return a suitable authentication information response
message to the image capturing apparatus 101 (step
S509). Here, the authentication card 103 compares the
identification information about the image capturing ap-
paratus 101 included in the authentication information
request message and the identification information
stored in the storage section 404. Then, according to the
result of the comparison, the authentication card 103 in-
cludes the same authentication information as has been
sent at step S506 in an authentication information re-
sponse message and sends the message to the image
capturing apparatus 101. If the authentication informa-
tion is included in the received response message, the
image capturing apparatus 101 stores the authentication
information in the storage section 204. If the authentica-
tion information response message is an error, then the
image capturing apparatus 101 terminates the authenti-
cation processing.

[0028] When sending of the authentication information
to the printer 102 and the image capturing apparatus 101
is normally completed through the processing from steps
S501 to S509, the common authentication information
has been stored in the respective storage sections (204
and 304) of the image capturing apparatus 101 and the
printer 102. After that, when the user brings the image
capturing apparatus 101 close to the printer 102 until it
is within the distance enabling NFC communication, an
RF field is formed between the image capturing appara-
tus 101 and the printer 102, and NFC communication is
established and started (step S510).

[0029] When communication is started at step S510,
the authentication processing section 203 of the image
capturing apparatus 101 reads the authentication infor-
mation stored in the storage section 204 at step S509,
and sends an authentication request message in which
the read authentication information is stored to the printer
102 (step S511). Receiving the authentication request
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message from the image capturing apparatus 101, the
authentication processing section 303 of the printer 102
performs authentication processing to be described later
to determine whether or not access from the image cap-
turing apparatus 101 should be permitted, and sends a
suitable authentication response message to the image
capturing apparatus 101 (step S512). When the authen-
tication succeeds, the image capturing apparatus 101
and the printer 102 exchange setting information required
for WirelessLAN communication, such as network iden-
tifiers (ESSID), encryption keys being communicated
and information about the frequency channel to be used,
through the NFC communication (step S513). Then, the
image capturing apparatus 101 and the printer 102 utilize
the setting information exchanged at step S513 to start
WirelessLAN communication (step S514). On the other
hand, if authentication fails, the authentication process-
ing is terminated.

[0030] The image capturing apparatus 101 and the
printer 102 perform the authentication processing in ac-
cordance with the above-described procedure. The op-
erations of the printer 102, the image capturing apparatus
101 and the authentication card 103 in the above authen-
tication processing will be described below with the use
of the flowcharts in FIGS. 8 to 10, respectively.

[0031] In the printer 102, when an RF field is formed,
the process proceeds from step S801 to step S802,
where itis determined whether or not the connection des-
tination is the authentication card 103. If the connection
destination is the authentication card 103, then the proc-
ess proceeds to step S803, where identification informa-
tion is requested (S503). The identification information
is received from the authentication card 103. If the iden-
tification information corresponds to registered identifi-
cation information, then the process proceeds from step
S804 to step S805, and authentication information is re-
quested of the authentication card 103 (S504 and S505).
Here, if the identification information cannot be received
within a predetermined time, or if the received identifica-
tion information does not correspond to the registered
identification information, then the process proceeds to
step S808. At step S808, corresponding error processing
(for example, notification is made to notify that the pieces
of identification information do not correspond to each
other or the identification information has not been re-
ceived) is performed, and the present processing is ter-
minated.

[0032] If authentication information in response to the
authentication information request is received, then the
process proceeds from step S806 to step S807, and the
authentication information is saved in the storage section
304 (S506). In the case where the authentication infor-
mation cannot be received, such as the case where the
authentication information cannot be received in a pre-
determined time or the case where an error message is
received, the process proceeds from step S806 to step
S808, where corresponding error processing (for exam-
ple, notification of the content of the error) is performed,
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and the present processing is terminated.

[0033] If the connection destination is not an authen-
tication card, then it is determined that the connection
destination is an apparatus which requests authentica-
tion (in this example, the image capturing apparatus),
and the process proceeds from step S801 to step S810
to wait for receiving an authentication request. When an
authentication request is received (S510 and S511), au-
thentication processing is performed at step S811 (to be
described later with reference to FIG. 7) to determine
whether or not access should be permitted. If access is
permitted, then the process proceeds from step S812 to
step S813, where permission of access is notified to the
connection destination (S512), and the setting informa-
tion required for WirelessLAN communication, which is
stored in the storage section 304, is notified (S513).
When the notification of the setting information for Wire-
lessLAN ends, setting for the WirelessLAN communica-
tion section 201 is made based on the notified setting
information, and the process proceeds to step S814,
where WirelessLAN communication is started with the
connection destination (S513 and S514). On the other
hand, if access is refused, then the process proceeds
from step S812 to step S815, where notification to that
effect is made to the connection destination (S512), a
message to that effect is displayed on the operation panel
of the printer 102, and then the present processing is
terminated.

[0034] Meanwhile, in the image capturing apparatus
101, when an RF field is formed, the process proceeds
from step S901 to step S902, where it is determined
whether or not the connection destination is the authen-
tication card 103. If the connection destination is the au-
thentication card 103, then authentication information is
requested at step S903 (S507 and S508). If the authen-
tication information is received, then the process pro-
ceeds from step S904 to step S905, the authentication
information is saved in the storage section 204, and the
processing is terminated (S509). If the authentication in-
formation cannot be received in a predetermined time,
or if an error message is received, then the process pro-
ceeds from step S904 to step S906, where corresponding
error processing (for example, notification of the content
of the error) is performed, and the present processing is
terminated.

[0035] If the connection destination is not the authen-
tication card 103, then the process proceeds from step
S902 to step S910. In this case, it is determined that the
connection destination is an apparatus which performs
authentication confirmation, and authentication is re-
quested with the use of the authentication information
saved in the storage section 204 (S510 and S511). Then,
an authentication response is received from the connec-
tion destination, and the process proceeds from step
S911 to step S912 if the response indicates permission
of access. At step S912, the setting information required
for WirelessLAN communication, which has been sent
from the printer 102, is received and stored in the storage
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section 304, and setting is made for the WirelessLAN
communication section 301 based on the stored setting
information. When the setting has been made, the proc-
ess proceeds to step S913, where LAN communication
is started with the connection destination (S512 to S514).
If an authentication response to the authentication re-
quest cannot be obtained, or if refusal of access is re-
ceived as an authentication response, then the process
proceeds from step S911 to step S914, where error
processing corresponding thereto is performed (for ex-
ample, the error is displayed on the display panel provid-
ed for the image capturing apparatus 101).

[0036] Meanwhile, in the authentication card 103,
when an RF field is formed, the process proceeds from
step S1001 to step S1002 and subsequent steps (S502
and S507). When an identification information request is
received from a connection destination, the process pro-
ceeds from step S1002 to step S1003, where the identi-
fication information stored in the storage section 404 of
the authentication card 103 is sent (S503 and S504).
When an authentication information request is received,
the process proceeds from step S1004 to step S1005,
where authentication information sending processing to
be described later is performed to send authentication
information to the connection destination (S505, S506,
S508 and S509).

[0037] Next, description will be made on the authenti-
cation information sending processing (step S1005 in
FIG. 10) at the above-described steps S506 and S509
to be performed in the authentication card 103, with the
use of the flowchart in FIG. 6.

[0038] First, at step S601, it is determined whether or
not the identification information included in the authen-
tication information request message corresponds to the
identification information stored in the storage section
404. If the pieces of identification information correspond
to each other, the process proceeds to step S602. Oth-
erwise, the process proceeds to step S604. Here, if the
identification information included in the authentication
information request message corresponds to the identi-
fication information stored in the storage section 404,
then it is determined that the authentication information
request message has been sentfrom an apparatus which
performs authentication (in this example, the printer 102).
In this case, at step S602 and subsequent steps, new
authentication information is generated and returned to
the requesting side. On the other hand, if the identification
information included in the authentication information re-
quest message does not correspond to the identification
information stored in the storage section 404, then it is
determined that the authentication information request
message has been sent from an apparatus which re-
quests authentication (in this example, the image cap-
turing apparatus 101). In this case, at step S604 and
subsequent steps, authentication information which has
already been generated and saved is returned to the re-
questing side. In other words, in the above-described
processing, it is determined whether or not to generate
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authentication information, based on identification infor-
mation included in an authentication information request,
and authentication information is generated at step S602
if it is determined that the information should be gener-
ated. Accordingly, as for how identification information
should be used to determine whether or not to generate
authentication information, it is possible to make various
changes.

[0039] Atstep S602, authentication information is gen-
erated by the authentication information generation sec-
tion 403, and at step S603, the generated authentication
information is stored in the storage section 404. At step
S604, the authentication information storedin the storage
section 404 is read, and at step S605, a response mes-
sage in which the read authentication information is in-
cluded is created and sent to the communication coun-
terpart terminal.

[0040] According to the above-described processing,
if an authentication information request message is re-
ceived from the printer 102 with which identification in-
formation has been exchanged (S505), new authentica-
tion information is generated by the authentication infor-
mation generation section 403. Then, this authentication
information is notified to the printer 102 (the authentica-
tion information response at S506) and stored in the stor-
age section 404. If an authentication information request
message is received from the image capturing apparatus
101 with which identification information has not been
exchanged (S508), the authentication information saved
in the storage section 404 is simply read and notified to
the image capturing apparatus 101 (the authentication
information response at S509).

[0041] The printer 102 and the image capturing appa-
ratus 101 which have received a response message by
the authentication information response at the above-
described steps S506 and S509 save authentication in-
formation included in the response message in the stor-
age sections (304 and 204), respectively.

[0042] Next, description will be made on the authenti-
cation processing (S811 in FIG. 8) to be performed by
the printer 102 as an apparatus which performs authen-
tication, for the authentication response at step S512,
with the use of FIG. 7. The processing in FIG. 7 shows
processing to be performed by receiving an authentica-
tion request message from the image capturing appara-
tus 101 as an apparatus which requests authentication.
[0043] When an authentication request message is re-
ceived, it is determined first at step S701 whether or not
authentication information is stored in the storage section
304. If the authentication information is stored in the stor-
age section 304, then the process proceeds to step S702.
On the other hand, if the authentication information is not
stored in the storage section 304, then the process pro-
ceeds to step S704. The following are the reasons why
the authentication information is not stored in the storage
section 304:

(1) The printer 102 has not acquired the authentica-
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tion information from the authentication card 103;
(2) The authentication information has been already
deleted as used information at step S705 to be de-
scribed later;

(3) The authentication information has been deleted
because the time limit of the timer activated at step
S506 came; and the like.

[0044] Atstep S702, authentication information stored
in the authentication request message and the authenti-
cation information stored in the storage section 304 are
compared to determine whether or not the pieces of au-
thentication information correspond to each other. If both
pieces correspond to each other, then the process pro-
ceeds to step S703 on the assumption that the authen-
tication has succeeded. Otherwise, the process pro-
ceeds to step S704. At step S703, a response message
which includes information indicating permission of ac-
cess is sent to the terminal which sent the authentication
request message. Then, the process proceeds to step
S705, where the authentication information stored in the
storage section 304 is deleted, and the processing is ter-
minated.

[0045] If the authentication information is not stored in
the storage section 304, or if the authentication informa-
tion stored in the storage section 304 and the authenti-
cation information included in the authentication request
message do not correspond to each other, then it is de-
termined that authentication has failed. Accordingly, at
step S704, information indicating refusal of access and
a response message which includes the reason of the
refusal of access, such as "no authentication information
stored on the printer side" and "authentication informa-
tion not corresponding to each other" is sent to the com-
munication counterpart terminal, and the processing is
terminated. In this case, a message to the effect that
authentication has failed may be displayed on the oper-
ation panel of the printer 102.

[0046] When having formed an RF field with the printer
102, the image capturing apparatus 101 sends an au-
thentication request message whichincludes the authen-
tication information saved in its storage section 204 to
the printer 102 and waits for an authentication result (per-
mission of access or failure of authentication). If access
is permitted, then setting information for WirelessLAN is
exchanged with the printer 102, and connection for Wire-
lessLAN communication is established. If failure of au-
thentication is notified, a message to that effect may be
displayed.

[0047] Through the above-described processing, the
authentication processing between the image capturing
apparatus 101 and the printer 102 is performed. Next,
description will be made on how authentication fails if the
user fails to perform operation in accordance with the
procedure in FIG. 5.

[0048] For example, there may be a case where the
user brings the authentication card 103 which has al-
ready exchanged identification information at step S501
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close to the image capturing apparatus 101 before per-
forming the authentication information sending process-
ing with the printer 102, and performs the authentication
information sending processing with the image capturing
apparatus 101. In this case, the authentication informa-
tion stored in the storage section 404 of the authentication
card 103 is sent to the image capturing apparatus 101 in
accordance with the above-described procedure in FIG.
6. However, this authentication information has been
used for the previous authentication processing. There-
fore, it is conceivable that the printer 102 discarded the
authentication information at step S705 when the previ-
ous authentication processing succeeded or discarded
it on the assumption that the time limit came based on
the processing of the timer section 306 of the printer 102.
Accordingly, in this case, when authentication is request-
ed by bringing the image capturing apparatus 101 close
to the printer 102, failure of authentication is notified at
step S704 because authentication information has not
been stored at step S701. In this case, an access refusal
message may be sent which includes "no authentication
information" as the reason of refusal. The image captur-
ing apparatus 101, for which access has been refused,
notifies the user that an error has occurred by displaying
the reason of refusal on the operation screen or the like
and that there is no authentication information in the print-
er 102. From this notification, the user can recognize that
he should retry the authentication processing from step
S502.

[0049] As another example, there may be a case
where the user requests authentication by bringing the
image capturing apparatus 101 close to the printer 102
without bringing the authentication card 103 close to the
image capturing apparatus 101, after the authentication
card 103 performs the authentication information send-
ing processing with the printer 102 as the target. In this
case, the authentication information generated at step
S602 and sent at step S506 is not stored in the storage
section 204 of the image capturing apparatus 101. That
is, since correct authentication information is not stored,
the pieces of authentication information do not corre-
spond to each other at step S702, and failure of authen-
tication is notified at step S704. In this case, an access
refusal message may be sent which includes "authenti-
cation information not corresponding to each other" as
the reason of refusal. The image capturing apparatus
101, for which access has been refused, notifies the user
that an error has occurred by displaying the reason of
refusal on the operation screen or the like. From this no-
tification, the user can recognize that correct authentica-
tion information is not stored in the image capturing ap-
paratus 101 and determine that he can retry the authen-
tication processing from step S507.

[0050] In the above description, as an example of the
exchange of setting information at step S513 in FIG. 5,
setting information for WirelessLAN communication is
sent from the printer 102 to the image capturing appara-
tus 101 so that the WirelessLAN setting for the printer
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102 may be also made for the image capturing apparatus
101. However, the exchange is not limited thereto. The
image capturing apparatus 101 may send setting infor-
mation for WirelessLAN stored in the storage section 204
to the printer 102 so that the WirelessLAN setting for the
image capturing apparatus 101 may be made for the
printer 102.

[0051] As described above, according to the above-
described embodiment, it is possible for a user to easily
and certainly perform authentication processing only by
simply bringing an authentication card close to an appa-
ratus which performs authentication and an apparatus
which requests authentication without performing trou-
blesome work such as input of a password. Furthermore,
according to the authentication method of this embodi-
ment, it is possible to perform authentication processing
without performing a procedure for connecting to an au-
thentication server via an access point. Accordingly, it is
possible to easily and certainly perform authentication
processing even in an ad hoc communication environ-
ment where connection to infrastructure such as a base
station and an access point is impossible. Furthermore,
according to the authentication method of the above-de-
scribed embodiment, it is possible to easily give access
permission even to equipment that has not performed
registration processing and the like while preventing
spoofing or invalid access.

[0052] In the present invention, there is also included
a case where software programs for realizing the func-
tions of the embodiment described above (in the embod-
iment, programs corresponding to the flowcharts shown
in the figures) are supplied to a system or an apparatus
directly or remotely, and the computer of the system or
the apparatus reads and executes the supplied program
codes to achieve the functions of the embodiment de-
scribed above.

[0053] Accordingly, the program codes themselves,
which are to be installed in the computer to realize the
functions and processing of the present invention by
means of the computer, also realize the present inven-
tion. That is, the present invention includes the computer
programs themselves which are for realizing the func-
tions and processing of the present invention.

[0054] In this case, the computer programs may be in
the form of object codes, programs to be executed by an
interpreter, script data to be supplied to the OS or the
like only if they have functions as a program.

[0055] As a recording medium for supplying the pro-
grams, there are, for example, a floppy® disk, hard disk,
optical disk, magneto-optical disk, MO, CD-ROM, CD-R,
CD-RW, magnetic tape, non-volatile memory card, ROM,
DVD (DVD-ROM, DVD-R) and the like.

[0056] Inaddition, as another method for supplying the
programs, it is also possible to connect to an Internet
web page with the use of a browser of a client computer
and download the computer programs of the present in-
vention themselves or a compressed file including an au-
tomatic installation function from the web page to a re-
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cording medium such as a hard disk. Furthermore, it is
also possible to divide the program codes of the programs
of the present invention into multiple files so that each
file may be downloaded from a different web page. That
is, a WWW server which enables multiple users to down-
load program files for realizing the functions and process-
ing of the present invention with a computer is also in-
cluded in the present invention.

[0057] Furthermore, it is also possible to encrypt the
programs of the presentinvention, store themin a storage
medium such as a CD-ROM and distribute the CD-ROM
to users in order to enable a user who satisfies predeter-
mined conditions to download key information for decryp-
tion from a web page via the Internet, use the key infor-
mation to execute the encrypted programs, install them
on a computer and realize them.

[0058] Furthermore, in addition to the case where the
functions of the embodiment described above are real-
ized by a computer executing the read programs, the
functions of the embodiment described above can be re-
alized by an OS or the like, which is operating on the
computer, performing a part or all of the actual processing
based on instructions of the programs.

[0059] Furthermore, the functions of the embodiment
described above can be realized by the CPU provided
for a feature expansion board inserted in a computer or
a feature expansion unit connected to the computer per-
forming a part or all of the actual processing based on
instructions of the programs, which have been read from
a recording medium and written in the memory provided
for the feature expansion board or the feature expansion
unit.

[0060] According tothe presentinvention, itis possible
to easily and certainly perform authentication processing
without annoying a user with troublesome work even in
an environmentwhere access to an authentication server
is impossible due to insufficient user interface of an ap-
paratus.

[0061] As many apparently widely different embodi-
ments of the present invention can be made without de-
parting from the spirit and scope thereof, it is to be un-
derstood that the invention is not limited to the specific
embodiments thereof except as defined in the appended
claims.

Claims

1. Anauthentication method for performing authentica-
tion between data processing apparatuses, the
method characterized by comprising:

a determination step of, when communication is
established with a data processing apparatus,
determining whether or not generation of au-
thentication information is necessary based on
identification information about the data
processing apparatus, in a first apparatus;
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a generation step of, if it is determined by the
determination step that generation of authenti-
cation information is necessary, generating au-
thentication information and saving the authen-
tication information in a memory, in the first ap-
paratus;

a first sending step of, if it is determined by the
determination step that generation of authenti-
cation information is necessary, sending the au-
thentication information generated by the gen-
eration step to the data processing apparatus
with which communication has been estab-
lished, in the first apparatus;

a second sending step of, if it is determined by
the determination step that generation of au-
thentication information is unnecessary, send-
ing authentication information saved in the
memory to the data processing apparatus with
which communication has been established, in
the first apparatus; and

an authentication step of performing authentica-
tion between the data processing apparatuses
with the use of the authentication information
sentby thefirst sending step or the second send-
ing step.

2. Themethod according to claim 1, further comprising:

an establishment step of, if authentication is giv-
en by the authentication step, establishing com-
munication by a protocol different from the pro-
tocol for the communication used at the authen-
tication step between the data processing ap-
paratuses.

3. Themethod according to claim 1, further comprising:

an invalidation step of invalidating the authenti-
cation information after a predetermined period,
in the data processing apparatus which has re-
ceived the authentication information sent by the
first or second sending step.

4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

an invalidation step of invalidating the authenti-
cation information when authentication is given
atthe authentication step, in the data processing
apparatus which has received the authentica-
tion information sent by the first or second send-
ing step.

The method according to claim 1, wherein

the determination step determines that generation
of authentication information is necessary if identifi-
cation information registered with the first apparatus
in advance corresponds to identification information
about the data processing apparatus with which
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10.

communication has been established.

The method according to claim 1, wherein
the communication established at the determination
step is near field communication.

The method according to claim 1, wherein

the communication established between the data
processing apparatuses at the authentication step
is near field communication.

An information processing method for providing au-
thentication information to an external apparatus, the
method comprising

an establishment step of establishing communica-
tion with the external apparatus,

wherein the method is characterized by compris-

ing:

a determination step of acquiring identification
information about the external apparatus via the
communication established at the establish-
ment step and determining whether or not to
generate authentication information based on
the acquired identification information;

a generation step of, if it is determined at the
determination step to generate authentication
information, generating authentication informa-
tion and saving the authentication information in
a memory; and

a sending step of sending the authentication in-
formation generated at the generation step to
the external apparatus via the established com-
munication if it is determined at the determina-
tion step to generate authentication information,
and sending identification information saved in
the memory to the external apparatus via the
established communication if it is determined at
the determination step that generation of au-
thentication information is unnecessary.

The method according to claim 8, wherein
the communication established at the establishment
step is near field communication.

An information processing method for performing
authenticationin communicating with an external ap-
paratus, the method characterized by comprising:

a first acquisition step of establishing communi-
cation with a first external apparatus and, if it is
determined that the first external apparatus is a
particular apparatus, acquiring authentication
information from the first external apparatus and
saving the authentication information in a mem-
ory;

a second acquisition step of establishing com-
munication with a second external apparatus
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and acquiring authentication information from
the second external apparatus; and

an authentication step of performing authentica-
tion with the use of the authentication informa-
tion saved in the memory and the authentication
information acquired at the second acquisition
step.

The method according to claim 10, further compris-
ing:

an establishment step of, if authentication is giv-
en by the authentication step, establishing com-
munication by a protocol different from the pro-
tocol for the communication used at the first ac-
quisition step and the authentication step with
the second external apparatus.

The method according to claim 10, wherein

the communication established at the first acquisi-
tion step and the second acquisition step is near field
communication.

The method according to claim 10, further compris-
ing:

an invalidation step of invalidating the authenti-
cation information saved in the memory if au-
thentication is given by the authentication step.

The method according to claim 10, further compris-
ing:

an invalidation step of invalidating the authenti-
cation information saved in the memory after a
predetermined period.

A system having a first apparatus and a plurality of
data processing apparatuses, wherein the system s
characterized in that

said first apparatus comprises:

determination means for, when communication
is established with a data processing apparatus,
determining whether or not generation of au-
thentication information is necessary based on
identification information about the data
processing apparatus;

generation means for, if it is determined by said
determination means that generation of authen-
tication information is necessary, generating au-
thentication information and saving the authen-
tication information in a memory;

first sending means for, ifitis determined by said
determination means that generation of authen-
tication information is necessary, sending the
authentication information generated by said
generation means to the data processing appa-
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ratus with which communication has been es-
tablished; and

second sending means for, if it is determined by
said determination means that generation of au-
thentication information is unnecessary, send-
ing authentication information saved in the
memory to the data processing apparatus with
which communication has been established;
and

each of said plurality of data processing appa-
ratuses comprising authentication means for
performing authentication between said data
processing apparatuses with the use of the au-
thentication information sent by said first send-
ing means or said second sending means.

16. Aninformation processing apparatus which provides

authentication information for an external apparatus,
the information processing apparatus comprising
establishment means for establishing communica-
tion with the external apparatus,

wherein said apparatus is characterized by com-
prising:

determination means for acquiring identification
information about the external apparatus via the
communication established by said establish-
ment means and determining whether or not to
generate authentication information based on
the acquired identification information;
generation means for, if it is determined by said
determination means to generate authentication
information, generating authentication informa-
tion and saving the authentication information in
a memory; and

sending means for sending the authentication
information generated by said generation
means to the external apparatus via the estab-
lished communication if it is determined by said
determination means to generate authentication
information, and sending identification informa-
tion saved in the memory to the external appa-
ratus via the established communication if it is
determined by said determination means that
generation of authentication information is un-
necessary.

17. An information processing apparatus which per-

forms authentication in communicating with an ex-
ternal apparatus, the information processing appa-
ratus characterized by comprising:

first acquisition means for establishing commu-
nication with a first external apparatus and, if it
is determined that the first external apparatus is
a particular apparatus, acquiring authentication
information from the first external apparatus and
saving the authentication information in a mem-
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ory;

second acquisition means for establishing com-
munication with a second external apparatus
and acquiring authentication information from
the second external apparatus; and
authentication means for performing authenti-
cation with the use of the authentication infor-
mation saved in the memory and the authenti-
cation information acquired by said second ac-
quisition means.
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