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(54) Elevator system with overhead drive motor

(57) An elevator system includes a hoistway defined
in a surrounding structure, and an elevator car and at
least one counterweight disposed in the hoistway. The
hoistway defines an overhead space over a vertical ex-
tent of the hoistway between a ceiling of the hoistway
and a top portion of the elevator car at its highest operable
location along the hoistway. At least one drive motor is
disposed in the overhead space and drivingly couples
and suspends the elevator car via at least one flat rope
or belt,
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