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(54) Timing control unit

(57) A timing control unit 100 for a heating and hot
water system comprises a rotatable knob 110 disposed
within a ring of illuminable segments 120, Each segment
in the ring 120 corresponds to a fifteen minute time in-
terval during a day. A ring of numbers 130 is provided
within the ring of segments 120 to indicate the hours of
the day that the segments 120 correspond to. In order to
set activation periods for the heating/hot water, a user
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selects a start time by rotating the knob 110 to the desired
start of the activation period; pressing the knob 110 to
select the desired start of the activation period; rotating
the knob 110 to the desired end of the activation period,
and pressing the knob to select the end of the desired
activation period. Whilst setting the activation periods,
the time interval segment currently selected by the knob
is indicted by being illuminated intermittently.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
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1. claims: 1-25

2. claims: 26-36
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A timer control for controlling the activation of multiple
peripheral devices from one controller. I1luminable segments
surrounding a knob are illuminated or extinguished depending
on whether a peripheral device is set to be active or
inactive, respectively. A segment flashes to display the
current time. A heating and hot water system controlled by
this controller where the heating and hot water systems are
controlled independently.

Biasing means to retain a knob in a first axial position.

The rotation of a knob is monitored by a ring of light
sensing elements around its outer edge with a Tight emitting
means adjacent to the outer edge of the knob aligned with
the light sensing elements such that light emitted is
incident on only one light sensing element at any one time.
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