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(54) Image forming apparatus

(57)  Animage forming apparatus including: a photo-
conductor (5), adapted such that an electrostatic latent FIG. 1
image is formed thereon and extending in a first direction;
and an optical scanner (20), operable to emit a lightbeam
to expose the photoconductor (5) while scanning in the
first direction, wherein: the photoconductor (5) and the
optical scanner (20) define a space therebetween; and
the space allows air to flow therethrough in the first di-
rection. In advantageous embodiments the optical scan-
ner is arranged such that a light quantity distribution
thereof increases in the first direction; the photoconduc-
tor is arranged such that a sensitivity distribution increas-
es or decreases in the first direction; the space allows air
to flow therethrough in a second direction opposite to the
first direction; or a combination thereof.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patentapplication does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-7

Scanning property selection (i.e., scan direction/ scan
light quantity distribution) in an image forming apparatus
being adapted such that air flows in a photoconductor
extension direction in a space between a photoconductor and
an optical scanner.

The technical problem to be solved by these features is to
select one of a plurality of scanning properties for such an
image forming apparatus having an air flow in a
photoconductor extension direction in a space between a
photoconductor and an optical scanner.

2. claims: 13-19

Scanning property selection (i.e., scan direction/ scan
light quantity distribution) in an image forming apparatus
being adapted such that air flows in a photoconductor
extension direction in a space between a charging device and
an optical scanner.

The technical problem to be solved by these features is to
select one of a plurality of scanning properties for such an
image forming apparatus having an air flow in a
photoconductor extension direction in a space between a
charging device and an optical scanner.

3. claims: 8-12,20-28

Image forming apparatus comprising a photoconductor having a
photoconductor sensitivity distribution in the extension
direction of the photoconductor and an optical scanner and
means to improve image quality.

The technical problem to be solved by these features is to
provide means for improving image quality in case of a
photoconductor produced by a dip coating method.
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