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(54) Pack, such as a cake box, as well as flat blank therefor

(57) A pack, for example for cakes and the like, is
provided with a base (1) as well as upright walls (2,3,4,5)
provided around the base, which walls determine an in-
side (7) and an outside (9). A printed image (8) is provided
on at least the inside (7). Said printed image can be of a

particular colour, but it can also be in relief. A printed
image in the form of an insert such as a doily motif is
mentioned as an example.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a pack, for example for
cakes and the like, provided with a base as well as upright
walls provided around the base, which walls determine
an inside and an outside.
[0002] Such a pack is generally known, in particular
as packaging for cakes which is used by bakeries or del-
icatessen shops and the like. An extra insert is often
placed in such a pack or cake box in order to reinforce
the impression of quality of the product to be packed.
Said insert can be, for example, a luxury table napkin,
but special so-called doily motifs are also known in this
connection. Such a doily motif is usually made of a luxury
paper and is in a fine-meshed, intricate openwork form.
The periphery of said form often has a scalloped edge,
while the area further inwards also has regularly shaped
holes.
[0003] Of course, the use of such extra inserts incurs
additional costs. First of all, these inserts have to be
punched in the desired shape out of a luxury paper, which
preferably has to be greaseproof as well. It is necessary
to have relatively expensive equipment for this purpose.
The processing of such extra inserts also incurs costs.
They not only have to be supplied and held in stock, but
moreover have to be placed by hand in the pack, which
involves an additional operation and therefore additional
costs.
[0004] Nevertheless, quality shops prefer not to dis-
pense with such extra inserts. On the one hand, clients
are used to them and, on the other hand, leaving out such
extra inserts would possibly detract from the impression
of quality of the packed product.
[0005] There is therefore a need for a luxury pack, in
particular of the type described above, which combines
a substantial quality image with a relatively low cost level.
This aim is achieved in that there is a printed image on
at least the inside of the pack.
[0006] In the pack according to the invention, when the
user sees the product in the pack, he gains an impression
of luxury because there is a luxury motif on the walls of
the pack. The difference from a separately placed insert
is hardly noticeable, since both the printed image and
said insert are placed on or against the walls concerned.
On the other hand, the pack according to the invention
offers the bakery or delicatessen shop the advantage
that this pack is ready for immediate use. That is to say,
it is not necessary to buy the inserts separately and then
include them in the pack.
[0007] The printed image can be in various forms. First
of all, the printed image can be in one or more particular
colours which differ from the colour of the remainder of
the inside of the pack. In the abovementioned example
of an insert for cake boxes the printed image is preferably
in white print. But the printed image can also be in relief
form, combined with a particular colour or not.
[0008] As already mentioned, the printed image can
have an openwork motif, such as a doily motif. In partic-

ular, the printed image can be present on at least the
upright edges, so that said printed image is also clearly
visible when the product to be packed is in the pack. The
printed image on the upright edge can then preferably
have a convex boundary, in such a way that it gives the
impression of an insert with circular periphery, as is very
commonly the case in cake packs.
[0009] As already mentioned, the printed image can
be a reproduction or imitation of a paper napkin or paper
doily.
[0010] The invention furthermore relates to a flat blank
for producing a pack of the type described above. Said
flat blank comprises at least a panel for forming the base
of the pack, as well as panels provided on the periphery
of the base for forming the upright walls, at least the sur-
face of at least one of the panels, which at least one
surface is on the inside in the finished pack, being pro-
vided with a printed image. The printed image can have
an essentially circular periphery and extend over all pan-
els.
[0011] Although reference is made a number of times
above to packs in the form of cake boxes, the invention
is not limited thereto. It is also possible to apply the in-
vention to all kinds of other luxury packs. Furthermore,
the pack can be in a wide variety of different shapes. It
is customary for it to have a square or rectangular base,
with four upright side walls. However, other shapes such
as triangular, pentagonal and the like are also possible.
It is even possible to simulate a circular pack with a rel-
atively large number of upright tabs, which can then all
bear the motif concerned.
[0012] The assembly of the pack from the flat blank
can also be performed in many different known ways.
For example, the walls can be connected by means of
score lines to the base, in order to make it easier to fold
over the walls. The walls can also be joined together in
different ways, for example by tabs and slits. The material
of the pack is preferably cardboard, but a wide range of
other sorts of packaging materials, such as greaseproof
paper, can also be considered.
[0013] The invention furthermore relates to a combi-
nation that comprises a pack as described above, as well
as a product such as, for example, cake, which product
is accommodated in the pack. In such a combination the
effect of the invention is best achieved if, for example,
the printed image which is on the inside of the walls is
discernible/visible next to and/or above the product. The
printed image that is thus visible or discernible then gives
the impression that there is a luxury insert in the pack,
which adds to the impression of quality.
[0014] In particular, for this purpose the printed image
which is on the inside of the walls can extend over a
greater distance relative to the base than at any rate the
parts of the product situated near said walls. The printed
image looks best if it extends to a higher level than the
top outside edge of the product. The printed image can
be in a wide range of different forms, both as regards the
shape of its edge as well as regards the colour.
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[0015] The invention will be described in greater detail
below with reference to an illustrative embodiment shown
in the figures.
[0016] Figure 1 shows a perspective view of a pack
according to the invention made in the form of a cake box.
[0017] Figure 2 shows a combination of the pack ac-
cording to Figure 1, with a cake product accommodated
therein.
[0018] Figure 3 shows a flat blank for the pack accord-
ing to Figures 1 and 2.
[0019] The pack according to the invention shown in
Figure 1 comprises a base 1 as well as four upright walls
2, 3, 4 and 5. These upright walls are connected by means
of score lines 6 to the base 1, in order to make it easier
to fold over the walls 2 to 5. The walls 2 to 5 are further-
more connected to one another in a manner which is
known per se and is not shown, for example by means
of tabs and slits, as will be explained with reference to
the flat blank shown in Figure 3.
[0020] As can be seen in Figure 1, a printed image
indicated in its entirety by 8 is provided on the inside 7
of the pack. On the outside 9 there is also a printed image
10, which, for example, can be an advertising message,
or it can indicate the origin of the product. Siting of the
printed image 8 on the inside 7 is important for the inven-
tion. This printed image is made in the form of a conven-
tional doily motif, with in the first place a scalloped edge
11. The doily motif furthermore has a large number of
holes 12 positioned in a regular pattern, as a result of
which a luxury insert is simulated. In the known manner
the central part 12 of the printed image 8 can be of a
closed nature.
[0021] As can be seen in Figure 1, the colour of the
printed image 8 on the inside 7 of the pack differs from
the remainder of said inside. A clear impression of a lux-
ury pack is consequently obtained. As shown in Figure
2, this printed image 8 can no longer be seen fully once
the cake product 13 has been placed in the pack. Nev-
ertheless, the scalloped edge 11 of the printed image 8
can still be seen, with the result that a quality-enhancing
image is produced.
[0022] The flat blank which is used to produce the pack
according to Figures 1 and 2 can be seen in Figure 3.
This flat blank has a base panel 13, which subsequently
forms the base, as well as the four wall panels 14, 15,
16 and 17 adjoining this base panel 13 via the score lines
6. The printed image 8 extends over all these panels 13
- 17. The scalloped edge 11 in a curved shape is clearly
visible. This scalloped edge acquires its ultimate shape
in the finished pack.
[0023] After they have been folded upwards around
the score lines 6, the wall panels 14 - 17 are attached to
one another in a manner known per se by means of the
tabs 18 and grooves 19, which can be inserted into one
another.

Claims

1. Pack, for example for cakes (13) and the like, pro-
vided with a base (1) as well as upright walls (2 - 5)
provided around the base (1), which walls determine
an inside (7) and an outside (9), characterized in
that there is a printed image (8) on at least the inside
(7).

2. Pack according to Claim 1, wherein the colour of the
printed image (8) differs from the colour of the re-
mainder of the inside (7).

3. Pack according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein the printed
image (8) is in a relief form.

4. Pack according to one of the preceding claims,
wherein the printed image (8) comprises an open-
work motif, such as a doily motif.

5. Pack according to one of the preceding claims,
wherein the printed image (8) is situated on at least
the upright edges (2 - 5).

6. Pack according to Claim 5, wherein the printed im-
age (8) on each upright edge (2 - 5) has a convex
boundary (11).

7. Pack according to one of the preceding claims,
wherein the printed image (8) is situated on at least
the base (1).

8. Pack according to one of the preceding claims,
wherein the printed image (8) is a reproduction or
imitation of a paper napkin or paper doily.

9. Flat blank for producing a pack according to one of
the preceding claims, comprising at least a panel
(13) for forming the base (1) of the pack, as well as
wall panels (14 - 17) provided on the periphery of
the base panel (13) for forming the upright walls (2
- 5), at least the surface of at least one of the panels
(13 - 17), which at least one surface is on the inside
(7) in the finished pack, being provided with a printed
image (8).

10. Flat blank according to Claim 9, wherein the printed
image (8) has an essentially circular periphery and
extends over all panels (13 - 17).

11. In combination, a pack according to one of Claims 1
- 8, as well as a product, such as, for example, cake
(13), which product is accommodated in the pack.

12. Combination according to Claim 11, wherein the
printed image (8) which is on the inside (7) of the
walls (2 - 5) is discernible/visible next to and/or above
the product.
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13. Combination according to Claim 11 or 12, wherein
the printed image (8) which is on the inside (7) of the
walls (2 - 5) extends over a greater distance relative
to the base (1) than at any rate the parts of the prod-
uct situated near said walls (2 - 5).

14. Combination according to Claim 13, wherein the
printed image (8) which is on the inside (7) of the
walls (2 - 5) extends over a greater distance relative
to the base (1) than the edge of the product.
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