EP 1726 714 A3

(19)

Européisches
Patentamt

European

Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

(12)

(88) Date of publication A3:
03.01.2007 Bulletin 2007/01

(43) Date of publication A2:
29.11.2006 Bulletin 2006/48

(21) Application number: 06252526.6

(22) Date of filing: 15.05.2006

(11) EP 1726 714 A3

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(51) IntCL:
E01C 9/04 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR
HUIEISITLILT LU LV MC NL PL PT RO SE SI
SKTR
Designated Extension States:
AL BAHR MK YU

(30) Priority: 14.05.2005 GB 0509895
16.08.2005 GB 0516744
11.01.2006 GB 0600429

(71) Applicant: Coates-Smith, Peter John
Cheltenham
GL54 4AA (GB)

(72) Inventor: Coates-Smith, Peter John
Cheltenham
GL54 4AA (GB)

(74) Representative: Jones, Ithel Rhys et al
Wynne-Jones, Lainé & James
22 Rodney Road
Cheltenham, Glos. GL50 1JJ (GB)

(54)

(57) A vehicle-supporting surface incorporating at
leastonerail (102). The surface includes first and second
panels (106A, 312) of compressible material that are ar-
ranged to be fitted together such that a surface of the
first panel at least partially abuts a corresponding surface
of the second panel. The first and second panels each
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Vehicle supporting surface for a level crossing

include respective interengagable formations (126A,
310) at least partially embedded within them and located
at their abutting surfaces. The interengagable formations
are configured to at least partially counteract forces re-
sulting from the compression of the panels in the region
of the abutment.
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

[l

[l

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

[l
Ll

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

1-14,16

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-4,10-14,16

A vehicle supporting surface including first and second
panels of compressible material with respective
interengageable formations at their abutting surfaces, the
interengageable formations being configured to, when
engaged, counteract forces resulting from the compression of
the panels. One of the formations includes a generally
upwardly projecting portion and the other formation a
generally downwardly projecting portion.

2. claims: 1,5-9,14,16

A vehicle supporting surface including first and second
panels of compressible material with respective
interengageable formations at their abutting surfaces, the
interengageable formations being configured to, when
engaged, counteract forces resulting from the compression of
the panels. One of the formations includes a member having a
slot, channel or groove and the other formation includes a
portion that engages the slot, channel or groove.

3. claims: 1,15,16

A vehicle supporting surface including first and second
panels of compressible material with respective
interengageable formations at their abutting surfaces, the
interengageable formations being configured to, when
engaged, counteract forces resulting from the compression of
the panels, the vehicle supporting surface further including
a device for assisting with holding a rail against a side of
the panel.
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