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(54) Device for massaging by means of a fluid
(57) A device (10) for dispensing water for massag-
ing parts of a user’'s body. The device (10) includes a
hollow main body (11) of substantially thin, elongated
shape, and fastening means (13,14) for fastening the de-

vice into a loop. The main body (11) has a number of
nozzles (17) for producing jets of water. And the device
(10) is made entirely in one piece from elestic material,
such as silicone rubber.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a device for
dispensing a fluid for massaging parts of a user’s body.
[0002] In sanitary fixtures, such as a shower stall, a
first type of water-dispensing device or so-called "shower
head" is known for directing controlled-temperature wa-
terjets onto the user’s body, substantially for actual wash-
ing purposes. Shower stalls are normally also equipped
with a "hand-held shower".

[0003] Suchfixtures are also known to comprise a spe-
cial second type of water-dispensing device, in which the
water has sufficient energy to massage the user’s body.
[0004] The parts of the user's body most commonly
massaged are the feet (so-called "foot massage") or the
back and abdominal regions.

[0005] In the case of a foot massage, devices are
known which rest, in use, on the base of the shower stall;
and the user’s feet are inserted inside the massage de-
vice, which dispenses pressurized water onto them by
means of special nozzles. Devices of this sort must nor-
mally be stored after use, which means they must be
washed, dried thoroughly, and put away, possibly inside
a container outside the shower stall.

[0006] In fact, if left permanently inside the shower
stall, the foot massage device may hinder the user’s
movements during normal showering.

[0007] A back and abdomen massage device, on the
other hand, normally comprises a number of nozzles
formed in an equipped panel made of plastic, obviously
on a level with the parts of the body to be massaged.
[0008] The presentinvention therefore relates to awa-
ter-dispensing device which may be used, at the user’'s
discretion, for massaging any part of the user’s body.
More specifically, the device according to the invention
is particularly suitable for massaging the feet or the back
and/or abdomen.

[0009] The device according to the present invention
is also easy to clean and dry, and, when not in use, may
be stored easily in any container outside the shower stall.
[0010] Itis therefore an object of the presentinvention
to provide a device for dispensing a fluid for massaging
parts of a user’s body, in accordance with the teachings
of Claim 1.

[0011] A non-limiting embodiment of the present in-
vention will be described by way of example with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows a first view in perspective of the de-
vice according to the present invention in an open
configuration;

Figure 2 shows a second view in perspective of the
device according to the present invention in a closed
configuration;

Figure 3 shows a top plan view of the Figure 1, 2
device according to the invention;

Figure 4 shows a first side view of the Figure 1, 2, 3
device according to the invention;
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Figure 5 shows a second side view of the Figure 1,
2, 3, 4 device according to the invention;

Figure 6 shows an underside plan view of the Figure
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 device according to the invention.

[0012] Number 10 in the accompanying drawings in-
dicates adevice for dispensing afluid for massaging parts
of a user’s body (not shown). Which fluid may be water
drawn from a water mains (not shown), in particular a
water mains supplying a shower stall.

[0013] Device 10 comprises a hollow main body 11
substantially elongated along an axis (a).

[0014] Inthe embodiment shown in the accompanying
drawings, main body 11 is substantially in the form of a
rectangular parallelepiped with six faces 11a, 11b, 11c,
11d, 11e, 11f.

[0015] As shown in more detail in Figure 1, the exten-
sion L1 of faces 11a, 11b along axis (a) is much greater
than the extension L2 of faces 11c, 11d, 11e, 11f along
an axis (b) perpendicular to axis (a).

[0016] Extension L1 of faces 11a, 11b along axis (a)
is also greater than the extension L3 of faces 11e, 11f
along an axis (c) perpendicular to both axes (a) and (b).
[0017] Mainbody 11, and hence device 10 as a whole,
is therefore thin with respect to axis (b), as shown in the
accompanying drawings.

[0018] Being hollow, main body 11 can be supplied
inside with a massage fluid, in particular water from a
water mains.

[0019] As shown particularly in Figure 1, face 11f of
main body 11 has a tubular member 12 for connecting
the inside of main body 11 hydraulically to the water
mains.

[0020] Face 11f also has two identical projecting fas-
tening members 13 symmetrical with respect to axis (a).
[0021] Atthe opposite end to face 11f, i.e. atface 11e,
at least two through holes 14 are provided.

[0022] As shown particularly in Figure 1, a further
through hole 15 is provided between the two through
holes 14 to improve manual grip by the user when car-
rying the device.

[0023] Each projecting member 13 comprises a stem
13a and a head 13b, such that each projecting member
13 is substantially T-shaped.

[0024] In the closed configuration shown in Figure 2,
head 13b of each member 13 is inserted by the user
inside a respective through hole 14.

[0025] Since the whole of device 10 is molded in one
piece from elastic material, e.g. silicone rubber, head 13b
is readily deformable and can be inserted easily inside
respective through hole 14.

[0026] Projecting members 13 and through holes 14
together define afastening system 16, as shown in Figure
2.

[0027] As will be seen, the closed configuration in Fig-
ure 2 is especially suitable for use as a foot massage
(see below).

[0028] As shown in more detail in Figure 1, face 11a
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has a first area Z1 and a second area Z2, which are sym-
metrical with respect to axis (c).

[0029] First area Z1 comprises a number of nozzles
17 combined with a number of massaging elements 18,
which project from face 11a on the same side to which
pressurized water is supplied.

[0030] Inthe embodiment shown in the accompanying
drawings, second area Z2 comprises a number of mas-
saging elements 19 identical to those of first area Z1.
[0031] It should be pointed out that both massaging
elements 18 and massaging elements 19 may be of dif-
ferent heights and thicknesses for effective massage.
[0032] Massaging elements 18, 19 may cover face 11
in patterns other than that shown in the accompanying
drawings.

[0033] Moreover, in an embodiment not shown, por-
tions of second area Z2 may also comprise a number of
nozzles similar to nozzles 17.

[0034] To perform a foot massage, the user simply
loops device 10 as shown in Figure 2, so that, in use, the
soles of the feet (not shown) rest on first area Z1, while
the insteps are massaged by rubbing against massaging
elements 19 of second area Z2.

[0035] Obviously, if second area Z2 also comprises a
number of nozzles, the insteps may also be hydromas-
saged.

[0036] As will be clear to anyone skilled in the art, de-

vice 10 may be used for purposes other than the foot
massage shown in Figure 2.

[0037] In particular, if unfastened into a strip and hung
on any wall of the shower stall (not shown), device 10
may be used, with no alterations other than in configu-
ration, as an abdominal and/or back massage device, for
example.

[0038] The versatility of device 10 according to the
present invention is therefore obvious : when looped
(Figure 2), itmay be used, forexample, as afootmassage
device, and, when unfastened into a strip (Figures 1, 3-6),
it may be used for other types of massage, e.g. as an
abdomen and/or back massaging device.

Claims

1. Adevice (10) for dispensing a fluid, in particular wa-
ter, for massaging parts of a user’s body, the device
(10) comprising a hollow main body (11) of substan-
tially thin, elongated shape; said main body (11) hav-
ing a number of nozzles (17) for producing jets of
said fluid; said main body (11) being made of elastic
material; and the device (10) being characterized
by comprising fastening means (16) for fastening
the device (10) substantially into a loop.

2. Adevice (10) as claimed in Claim 1, characterized
by also comprising connecting means (12) for con-
nection to a supply mains of said fluid.
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3.

A device (10) as claimed in any one of the foregoing
Claims, characterized by comprising at least one
area (Z1, Z2) having a number of massaging ele-
ments (18, 19).

A device (10) as claimed in Claim 3, characterized
by comprising a first area (Z1) and a second area
(Z2), each comprising a number of massaging ele-
ments (18, 19); said first area (Z1) being located op-
posite said second area (Z2) with respect to an axis

(c).

A device (10) as claimed in Claim 4, characterized
in that, with respect to said axis (c), said first area
(Z1) is located substantially symmetrically with re-
spect to said second area (Z2).

A device (10) as claimed in Claim 4 or 5, character-
ized in that said firstarea (Z1) and said second area
(Z2) each comprise a number of nozzles (17) and a
number of massaging elements (18, 19).

A device (10) as claimed in any one of the foregoing
Claims, characterized by being made entirely in
one piece.

A device (10) as claimed in any one of the foregoing
Claims, characterized by being made of rubber, in
particular, silicone rubber.
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