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Description
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a resealable
container, and in particular, a new and improved reseal-
able container having a recloseable sealing cover which
can be withdrawn from one of the sides of the container
to gain access to its interior.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Many conventional containers for food products
such as cookies and other snacks include a frame sur-
rounded by an outer wrapper. The frame acts as a tray
to hold the food product and to protect the food product
from damage. One normally gains access to the contents
of the container by opening one end of the wrapper, with-
drawing the tray from the inside thereof, and then remov-
ing the food product from the tray. However, these con-
tainers generally do not provide a convenient opening
and reclosing arrangement. For example, reclosing of
the wrapper, once opened, generally includes simply
folding or rolling the end down and clipping the end to
keep the wrapper closed.

[0003] Reclosable seals have been used for dispens-
ing bags for wet tissues or disposable cleaning wipes.
The label on these bags can be pulled back, thereby ex-
posing an opening, allowing access to the wet tissues or
wipes inside. Typically, these dispensing bags are com-
pletely flexible, formed exclusively of a plastic or other
suitable flexible material which closely surrounds the
pack of wet tissues or wipes. Examples of these dispens-
ing bags include U.S. Patent Nos. 4,840,270 and
6,026,953, U.S. Design Patent No. D 447,054 and U.S.
Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0182359. How-
ever, such known dispensing bags are not well suited for
containing food products as these containers fail to pro-
vide adequate protection for storing food products.
[0004] One recent resealable food container is dis-
closedin U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0206637. The
disclosed resealable container is adapted for use with
food products and includes a tray-type frame which de-
fines a polygonal shape and a wrapper which surrounds
the frame and has a top opening. A sealable sealing layer
is adhesively sealed to the top.

[0005] An additional package used to dispense wet tis-
sues of disposable wipes is a container full of wet tissues
marketed under the trade name HUGGIES SU-
PREME™, This package includes arigid tray with hinged
rigid lid.

[0006] An additional recent resealable dispenser-con-
tainer is disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 6,026,953 in which
aresealable dispenser-container is designed for contain-
ing wet tissues. The container is made of a flexible sheet
material having a top surface opening for dispensing wet
tissues. A reinforcing sheet larger than the dispenser
opening is attached to the top surface of the container.
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A resealable flap provides for opening and closing of ac-
cess to the wet tissues disposed inside the container.
[0007] There is a need to provide additional and im-
proved containers for food products having various re-
sealable closure devices.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The purpose of the present invention is to pro-
vide new and improved containers for food products such
as cookies and the like and which the container provides
adequate protection for the contents thereof, while con-
currently facilitating opening of the container wrapper and
reseating the container to protect the contents thereof
until the contents are fully consumed. An additional pur-
pose of the present Invention is to provide a container
which can be manufactured using methods other than
those used in prior food containers having resealable
openings. A further purpose of the present invention is
to use alternative materials for a container for food prod-
ucts.

[0009] These purposes are achieved by providing a
suitable container composed of selected materials which
provide desired characteristics and containing food prod-
ucts which are accessible using a resealable container.
[0010] In accordance with one embodiment, the
present invention comprises a food container compris-
ing: a frame defining the shape of the container; the frame
having a bottom, sides and an open top, the frame con-
taining a food product comprised of food items such as
cookies and the like, a wrapper surrounding said frame,
said wrapper forming respective top, side, and bottom
faces of the container; said top and one of said side faces
having an access opening such that the access opening
spans two adjacent faces of the container, the access
opening being sufficiently large and configured to provide
access to substantially all of the food items contained
within the frame while the frame is surrounded by the
wrapper, such that substantially any one of the food items
can be accessed and be removed through the access
opening; and a sealing layer having a starter portion
which can be grasped by a user, said sealing layer ad-
hesively sealed to said top face and said one of said side
faces around said access opening, said sealing layer be-
ing releasable when said starter portion is pulled in a
direction away from said one of said side faces to thereby
release at least a portion of said sealing layer to provide
said access to said access opening and said sealing layer
being resealable against said top face and said one of
said side faces to seal said access opening when said
sealing layer is moved back against said top face and
said one of said side faces.

[0011] Thereis also described afood container having
a frame defining the shape of the container where the
container has a top, bottom and sides connected at the
top and bottom. The frame contains a food product. A
wrapper surrounds the frame and forms the top, sides
and bottom of the container. The top and one side has
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an access opening sufficiently large to provide access to
substantially all the food product contained within the
frame. A sealing layer includes a starter portion which
can be grasped by a user. The sealing layer is adhesively
sealed to the top and the one side around the opening.
The sealing layer is resealable when the starter portion
is pulled in a direction away from the side to which the
sealing layer is sealed to in turn pull and thereby release
at least a portion of the sealing layer to provide access
to the top access opening. The sealing layer is resealable
against the top and side to seal the opening when the
sealing layer is laid back against the top and the side.
[0012] In further embodiments, the top of the wrapper
includes a flap which has substantially the same dimen-
sions as that of the opening and is permanently affixed
to the sealing layer, and the starter portion includes a tab
which projects past an edge of the side of the container
to which the starter portion is sealed and is accessible
beyond the seal to be grasped by a user, when the starter
portion is located at the crimp sealed end of the wrapper.
[0013] Infurther embodiments, the frame comprises a
tray which comprises two compartments, each compart-
ment accessible through the access opening.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] There follows a detailed description of the pre-
ferred embodiments of the present invention, to be read
together with the accompanying drawings, wherein:
[0015] Figure 1 is a perspective view of a resealable
container in a closed configuration in accordance with
the present invention.

[0016] Figure 2 is a perspective view of the container
of Figure 1 in a partially opened configuration.

[0017] Figure 3 is a perspective view of a frame of the
resealable container of Figures 1 and 2.

[0018] Figure 4 is a perspective view of another frame
of a resealable of food container.

[0019] Figure 5is a perspective view of another frame
of a resealable food container.

[0020] Figure 6 is a perspective view of another frame
for a resealable food container.

[0021] Figure 7 is a perspective view of another frame
for a resealable food container.

[0022] Figure 8is a perspective view of another reseal-
able food container in a closed configuration in accord-
ance with another embodiment of the present invention.
[0023] Figure 9 is a perspective view of the container
of Figure 8 in a partially open configuration.

[0024] Figure 10 is a perspective view of an example
of a resealable food container in a closed configuration
which does not fall within the scope of the present inven-
tion as defined by the claims.

[0025] Figure 11 is a perspective view of the container
of Figure 10 in a partially open configuration.

[0026] Figure 12 is a perspective view of a further ex-
ample; i.e. another resealable container in a closed con-
figuration.
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[0027] Figure 13 is a perspective view of the container
of Figure 12 in a partially opened configuration.

[0028] Figure 14 is a perspective view of a food pro-
jector

[0029] Figure 15 is a perspective view of another food
protector.

[0030] Figure 16 is a perspective view of a further ex-
ample; i.e. another resealable food container in a closed
configuration.

[0031] Figure 17 is a perspective view of the container
of Figure 16 in a partially opened configuration.

[0032] Figure 18 is a perspective view of a further ex-
ample; i.e. another resealable container in a closed con-
figuration.

[0033] The containers shown in Figures 10 to 18 do
not fall within the scope of the appended claims as the
openings included therein do not span adjacent faces of
the containers. However, some features of those con-
tainers may be included in containers of the present in-
vention which fall within the scope of the appended
claims.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0034] Referring now to the drawings, where like ele-
ments are represented by like numbers throughout the
circle views, in Figures 1 and 2, resealable container 10
includes wrapper 11 which forms top 12. bottom 13, op-
posing sides 14a and 14b and opposing ends 15a and
15b. The top 12 and side 14a have a die-cut-out forming
flap 16 as indicated by broken line 19. The flap 16, when
pulled back from container 10, forms opening 18. The
wrapper 11 extends past the end of top 12 and bottom
13 atends 15a and 15b, where the wrapper 11 is crimped
together to form crimp seals 21a, 21b.

[0035] Asealingcover orlayerisformed from a sealing
label 20 which is affixed to the flap 16. Advantageously,
the sealing label 20 is permanently affixed to the flap 16
using an appropriate adhesive. The sealing label 20 cov-
ers a substantial portion of the top 12 extending from the
proximity of side 14a to the proximity of the side 14b and
from the proximity of end 15a to the proximity of end 15b.
A portion of the sealing label 20 extends over top surface
edge 17 and extends along side 14a.

[0036] The surface area of sealing label 20 is advan-
tageously proportional to the size of opening 18. For ex-
ample, if the sealing label 20 is too large, the covering
could get caught or overlap corners 23a, 23b of the pack-
age 10, or it could get caught up in the crimp seals 21 a,
21b, both potentially hindering functionality of sealing la-
bel 20. Advantageously, the surface area of the sealing
label 20 should be approximately 1.5 to 2 times and more
preferably around 1.8 times the size of opening 18. Fur-
ther, it is advantageous to have the size of opening 18
be proportional to the size of the package 10 and the
food items contained therein so that, when the container
is still full of food product, the consumer will have easy
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access to at essentially all of the food product inside the
package, for example, not requiring one to reach deep
inside the container 10 under top 12 to gain access to a
food item contained therein. Of course as the container
is emptied, the consumer can gain easy access to the
remaining food product.

[0037] Graphics may be formed on the sealing label
20 which align with corresponding graphics on top 12
when the sealing label 20 is sealed or in a flap position
on top 12 and side 14a. Alternatively, sealing label 20
may be transparent, allowing graphics of top 12, side 14a
and flap 16 to be visible through the sealing label 20.
[0038] A starter portion, for example tab 22 extends
from sealing label end 24. As a result, tab 22 can be
grasped by ones fingers and thumb such that the tab 22
is easily accessible for one to pull. Further, the tab 22
allows a user to reseal the package. The size and shape
of tab 22 are optimized for functionality. Advantageously,
tab 22 has a surface area of 1% to 6% that of the total
surface area of the sealing label 20.

[0039] Adhesive 26 is applied to the surface of sealing
label 20 whichis in contact with top 12 and side 14a which
includes the perimeter around flap 16. Advantageously,
adhesive 26 provides a removable seal between a seal-
ing label 20 and top 12 and side 14a. Adhesive 26 is not
applied to tab portion 22.

[0040] The absence of an adhesive on tab 22 allows
a consumer to more easily grasp the starter portion in
order to open the container 10 since tab 22 will not be
sealed to the side 14a. In addition, by giving a consumer
a specific portion of the sealing cover on which to pull,
the consumer is not drawn to touching the adhesive por-
tion of the sealing label 20 which, because of such touch-
ing, could lose its adhesiveness and thus not provide for
a proper reseal against the side 14a of the container 10.
This could, in turn, allow air to gain access to the interior
of the container 10 and the food product contained there-
in.

[0041] The sealing label 20 is made of a suitable ma-
terial which provides for a desired moisture vapor trans-
mission rate (MVTR). The MVTR of sealing label 20 limits
the amount of moisture transmission between the interior
of container 10 and the outside environment, thus main-
taining the freshness of the food product contained there-
in. One preferable material for the sealing label 20 is 2
mil biaxially oriented polypropylene (BOPP) material with
a0.15 g/in?/day MVTR. Preferable materials for the com-
bination of the sealing label 20 and flap 16 have a max-
imum MVTR of 0.01 g/in2/day.

[0042] Container 10 is transformed from a closed con-
figuration depicted in Figure 1 to a partially open config-
uration depicted in Figure 2 by grasping the tab 22 be-
tween ones fingers and thumb and pulling back on the
sealing label 20 to gain access to opening 18. Once con-
tainer 10 is opened, one can remove individual food prod-
uct 28 such as cookies or other discrete food item con-
tained inside the container 10 through opening 18.
[0043] Wrapper 11 surrounds a frame 30 which forms
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a tray for receiving the food contents. Referring to Figure
3, the frame 30 is comprised of a rigid material which
forms that shape of the container 10. Suitable rigid ma-
terials include plastics and cardboard. Frame 30 includes
ends 31aand 31 b. A divider 32 divides the frame 30 into
a first section 34 and a second section 36.

[0044] Frame 30 can be any polygonal shape such as
the rectangular shape depicted in Figure 3. Accordingly,
the rectangularly shaped frame 30 forms a rectangularly
shaped container 10. Alternately, different polygonal
shaped frames will form containers having the corre-
sponding polygonal shape.

[0045] In other alternative embodiments, frames other
than frame 30, which has a single divider 32 extending
longitudinally along the length of the frame 30, can be
used to form resealable containers. For example, refer-
ring to Figure 4, frame 40 includes a plurality of dividers
42 extending longitudinally along the frame 40. Referring
to Figure 5, frame 50 includes a plurality of dividers 52
which extend transversely across the width of the frame
50. Figure 6 depicts a frame 60 which does not include
adivider or ends. Figure 7 depicts a frame 70 which does
notinclude a divider or a bottom, having merely ends 71a
and 71 b and opposing sides 72a, 72b.

[0046] Selection of a particular frame depends on a
desired use. Further, various frames may include ends
such as frames 30, 40, and 50 which have ends 31a,
31b, 41a, 41b, 51a, 51b; or the frame may be opened at
the ends such as frame 60 with open ends 61a, 61 b.
[0047] In an alternative embodiment, Figures 8 and 9
depict container 110. Like elements in container 110 are
numbered similarly to those of container 10 but raised
by 100. Container 110 includes wrapper 111 formed
around a rigid frame such as one of the frames 30, 40,
50, 60, 70 discussed herein. A continuous parallel die-
cut 119 is formed in the wrapper 111 along a portion of
top 112 which extends past edge 117, along end 115a
and terminates at a package crimp seal 121a of wrapper
111, so that the die-cut 119 forms flap 116. Top 112 is
not die-cut along end 115b thus forming a hinged end in
the proximity of end 115b.

[0048] A sealing label 120 is affixed to flap 116 along
top 112 and end 115a. A starter portion in the form of tab
122 extends from the end of crimp seal 121a. Like con-
tainer 10, access into opening 118 is provided by a user
grasping tab 122 between ones finger and thumb and
pulling back on tab 122 to withdraw sealing label 120 with
flap 116 permanently affixed thereto thereby exposing
opening 118. As a result, one is able to gain access to
food product 128.

[0049] One advantage of container 110 is that the par-
allel cuts forming opening 118 allow for the access open-
ing 118 to be formed without need for a registration sys-
tem to cut an opening in the wrapper 111 as the die-cut
119 feature can be formed in a continuous fashion.
[0050] An alternative container 210 is depicted in Fig-
ures 10 and 11 where like reference numbers are in-
creased by 200 over those of container 10 of Figure 1.
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Container 210 includes a pair of openings 218a, 218b in
top 212. A pair of parallel die-cuts 219a, 219b form flaps
216a, 216b which are affixed to sealing labels 2203,
220b, respectively. In one advantageous form, each seal-
ing label 220a, 220b provides access to the food contents
contained within a tray which defines the shape of con-
tainer 210 and contains the food product. For example,
the tray may include two compartments, each one locat-
ed under one of the openings 218a, 218b. Access to food
product contained in the tray is provided through the cor-
responding opening.

[0051] Referring now to Figures 12 and 13, in an alter-
native example, container 310 includes a side opening
318 formed in side 314a. The opening 318 is sufficiently
large to allow one to withdraw food product contained
therein.

[0052] The food product may be contained in any ap-
propriate food protector which includes any of the frames
or trays 30, 40, 50, 60 or 70. Alternatively, the food pro-
tector may be a slug 80 surrounding a food product as
shown in Figure 14 or a core buff 90 depicted in Figure
15 which provides rigidity to the container 310 and pro-
vides protection to a food product wrapped therein. Slugs
80 can be formed from a plastic or wax paper or other
suitable material. Core buff 90 can be formed from a cor-
rugated cardboard paper or other suitable wrap material.
Alternatively, individual trays containing a single row of
food product like tray 60 which may or may not be closed
atends 61a, 61b, may be disposed in container 310. The
individual trays can be individually withdrawn thereby re-
moving a single row of food product from container 310
through opening 318.

[0053] In an alternative solution to container 310, the
sealing label 320 can be peelable from side 314a from
both the left side as shown in Figures 12 and 13 as well
as from the right side, in a manner similar to sealing label
220 of container 210, thus allowing one to access open-
ing 318 from either the left side or right side of the con-
tainer.

[0054] In yet another alternative example, Figures 16
and 17 depict container 410 which comprises a wrapper
411 which surrounds a rigid frame that provides the po-
lygonal shape of container 410. A rigid lid 423 includes
hinges 425 which pivotally attach lid 423 to rigid collar
426 which inturnis attached to top 412. Lid 423 includes
lip 427 and raised portion 428 defining a groove 429,
therebetween. When in its closed configuration, lid 423
interlockingly engages with collar 426 by having collar
426 engage with and be disposed in groove 429. Access
to food product contained in container 410 is provided
by one pulling up on tab 430 and pulling back on lid 423
so that lid 423 pivots along hinges 425.

[0055] Inanotherexample, Figure 18 depicts container
510 which is formed by wrapper 511 composed of a flex-
ible material similar to that of wrapper 11. Unlike contain-
er 10, the polygonal shape of container 510 is provided
by a rigid material incorporated into wrapper 511 on the
perimeter edges of each face of the container such as
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perimeter 517. Advantageously, a strip of rigid plastic
material may be formed on each face of container 510
such as the perimeter of each face to provide a desired
rigidity to container 610. Access into container 510 is
similar to that of container 310.

[0056] An alternative to any of the aforementioned so-
lutions would be to combine the rigidity of material 517
to one or more faces of any of the containers of the
present Invention to provide additional rigidity to the re-
spective container.

[0057] Although the invention has been described in
detail with respect to preferred embodiments thereof and
further examples, it will be apparent that the invention is
capable of numerous modifications and variations, ap-
parent to those skilled in the art, without departing from
the scope of the invention as defined by the claims.

Claims
1. A food container (10) comprising:

aframe (30) defining the shape of the container,
the frame having a bottom, sides and an open
top, the frame containing a food product com-
prised of food items such as cookies and the like,
a wrapper (11) surrounding said frame, said
wrapper (11) forming respective top (12) side
(14a, 14b), and bottom faces of the container
(10);

said top (12) and one of said side faces (14a,
14b) having an access opening (18) such that
the access opening spans two adjacent faces
of the container, the access opening being suf-
ficiently large and configured to provide access
to substantially all of the food items contained
within the frame (30) while the frame (30) is sur-
rounded by the wrapper (11), such that substan-
tially any one of the food items can be accessed
and be removed through the access opening;
and

a sealing layer (20) having a starter portion (22)
which can be grasped by a user, said sealing
layer (20) adhesively sealed to said top face (12)
and said one of said side faces (14a, 14b)
around said access opening, said sealing layer
(20) being releasable when said starter portion
(22) is pulled in a direction away from said one
of said side faces (14a, 14b) to thereby release
at least a portion of said sealing layer (20) to
provide said access to said access opening and
said sealing layer (20) being resealable against
said top face and said one of said side faces
(14a, 14b) to seal said access opening when
said sealing layer (20) is moved back against
said top face and said one of said side faces.

2. The food container (10) of Claim 1, wherein said top
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face (12) and the one of said side faces (14a, 14b)
of said wrapper (11) comprise aflap (16) having sub-
stantially the same dimensions as said access open-
ing (18) and permanently affixed to said sealing layer
(20).

The food container (10) of Claim 1, wherein said
starter portion (22) comprises a tab (22) which
projects past an edge of the one of said side faces
(14a, 14b) of the container upon which said starter
portion (22) is sealed, said tab being accessible be-
yond said edge to be grasped by a user.

The food container (10) of any one or more of Claims
1 to 3, wherein said sealing layer (20) is transparent.

The food container (10) of any one of Claims 1 to 4,
wherein said top (12) includes graphics around said
access opening (118), and said sealing layer (20)
includes graphics which match the graphics on said
top.

The food container (10) of any one of Claims 1 to 5,
wherein said starter portion (22) is located at a crimp
seal end (21a) of said wrapper (11).

The food container (10) of any one of Claims 1 to 5,
wherein the sealing layer (20) has a surface area
which is 1.5 to 2 times that of the opening.

The food container (10) of Claim 2, wherein the start-
er portion (22) comprises a tab (22) which projects
past an edge of the one of said sides (14a, 14b) of
the container upon which said starter portion is
sealed, the tab being releasable on the edge

Patentanspriiche

1.

Ein Lebensmittelbehalter (10), umfassend:

einen die Form des Behélters definierenden
Rahmen (30); der Rahmen einen Boden, Seiten,
und einen offenen Behalterdeckel beinhaltend,
der Rahmen ein Lebensmittelartikel umfassen-
des Lebensmittelprodukt wie zum Beispiel Kek-
se und ahnliches enthaltend.

eine den genannten Rahmen umgebende Hiille
(11), die genannte Hille (11) den jeweiligen
Deckel (12), die Seiten (14a, 14b) und die Bo-
denflachen des Behalters (10) formend,

der genannte Deckel (12) und eine der genann-
ten Seitenflachen (14a, 14b) eine Zugriffsoff-
nung (18) umfassend, sodass die Zugriffsoff-
nung zwei nebeneinander liegende Flachen des
Behalters umspannt, die Zugriffséffnung ausrei-
chend grof und so konfiguriert ist, dass Zugriff
auf im Wesentlichen alle der in dem Rahmen
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(30) enthaltenen Lebensmittelartikel moglichiist,
wahrend der Rahmen (30) von der Hille (11)
umgeben ist, sodass im Wesentlichen irgendei-
ner der Lebensmittelartikel zugénglich ist und
durch die Zugriffséffnung hindurch enthommen
werden kann; und

eine Abdichtungsschicht (20) mit einem An-
fangsabschnitt (22), welcher von einem Benut-
zer ergriffen werden kann, die genannte Abdich-
tungsschicht (20) haftend mit der genannten
oberen Flache (12) versiegelt und mit der ge-
nannten einen der genannten Seitenflachen
(14a, 14b) um die genannte Zugriffséffnung, die
genannte Abdichtungsschicht (20) freigebbar
wenn der genannte Anfangsabschnitt (22) in ei-
ne Richtung von der genannten einen der ge-
nannten Seitenflachen (14a, 14b) hinweg gezo-
gen wird, um dadurch wenigstens einen Teil der
genannten Abdichtungsschicht (20) freizuge-
ben, um den genannten Zugriff auf die genannte
Zugriffséffnung zu ermdglichen, und die ge-
nannte Abdichtungsschicht (20) gegen die ge-
nannte obere Flache und die genannte eine der
genannten Seitenflachen (14a, 14b) wiederver-
siegelbar, um die genannte Zugriffséffnung zu
versiegeln, wenn die genannte Abdichtungs-
schicht (20) gegen die genannte obere Flache
und die genannte eine der genannten Seitenfla-
chen zurtick bewegt wird.

Der Lebensmittelbehalter (10) nach Anspruch 1,
worin die genannte obere Flache (12) und die eine
der genannten Seitenflachen (14, 14b) der genann-
ten Hulle (11) eine Lasche (16) [sic] mit im Wesent-
lichen denselben Ausmalen umfassen wie die ge-
nannte Zugriffséffnung (18) und dauerhaft an der ge-
nannten Abdichtungsschicht (20) befestigt ist.

Der Lebensmittelbehalter (10) nach Anspruch 1,
worin der genannte Anfangsabschnitt (22) eine La-
sche (22) umfasst, welche iber eine Kante der einen
der genannten Seitenflachen (14a, 14b) des Behal-
ters hinaus ragt, auf welchem der genannte Anfangs-
abschnitt (22) versiegelt ist, und die genannte La-
sche Uber der genannten Kante fiir einen Benutzer
ergreifbar erreichbar ist.

Der Lebensmittelbehalter (10) nach einem oder
mehreren der Anspriche 1 bis 3, worin die genannte
Abdichtungsschicht (20) transparent ist.

Der Lebensmittelbehalter (10) nach einem beliebi-
gen der Anspriiche 1 bis 4, worin der genannte Dek-
kel (12) Grafiken um die genannte Zugriffséffnung
(118) herum beinhaltet, und die genannte Abdich-
tungsschicht (20) Grafiken beinhaltet, welche den
Grafiken auf dem genannten Deckel gleichen.
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Der Lebensmittelbehalter (10) nach einem beliebi-
gen der Anspriiche 1 bis 5, worin sich der genannte
Anfangsabschnitt (22) an einem Krimpungsdich-
tungsende (21 a) der genannten Hiille (11) befindet.

Der Lebensmittelbehalter (10) nach einem beliebi-
gen der Anspriiche 1 bis 5, worin die Abdichtungs-
schicht (20) einen Oberflachenbereich aufweist, wel-
cher 1,5- bis zweimal der GréRe der Offnung ent-
spricht.

Der Lebensmittelbehalter (10) nach Anspruch 2,
worin der Anfangsabschnitt (22) eine Lasche (22)
umfasst, welche ber eine Kante der einen der ge-
nannten Seiten (14a, 14b) des Behélters, auf wel-
chem der genannte Anfangsabschnitt versiegelt ist,
hinaus ragt, wobei die Lasche an der Kante I6sbar ist.

Revendications

Contenant alimentaire (10) comprenant :

un cadre (30) définissant la forme du contenant ;
le cadre ayant un fond, des cbtés et un dessus
découvert, le cadre contenant un produit alimen-
taire constitué d’aliments tels que des biscuits
et similaires ;

un emballage (11) entourant ledit cadre, ledit
emballage (11) formant respectivement des fa-
ces supérieure (12), latérales (14a, 14b) et in-
férieure du contenant (10) ;

ladite face supérieure (12) et une face desdites
faces latérales (14a, 14b) ayant une ouverture
d'accés (18) de sorte que l'ouverture d’acces
s’étend sur deux faces adjacentes du contenant,
'ouverture d’accés étant suffisamment large et
configurée pour procurer un acces a essentiel-
lement tous les aliments contenus a l'intérieur
du cadre (30) alors que le cadre (30) est entouré
de I'emballage (11), de sorte qu'il est possible
d’accéder a essentiellement 'un quelconque
des aliments et de le retirer par le biais de
'ouverture d’acces ; et

une couche de fermeture hermétique (20) ayant
une portion de départ (22) qui peut étre saisie
par un utilisateur, ladite couche de fermeture
hermétique (20) étant fermée hermétiquement
de maniere adhésive sur ladite face supérieure
(12) et sur ladite une face desdites faces laté-
rales (14a, 14b) autour de ladite ouverture d’ac-
cés, ladite couche de fermeture hermétique (20)
pouvant étre enlevée lorsque ladite portion de
départ (22) est tirée dans une direction a 'op-
posé de ladite une face desdites faces latérales
(14a, 14b) afin d’enlever ainsi au moins une por-
tion de ladite couche de fermeture hermétique
(20) pour procurer ledit acceés a ladite ouverture
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d’accés, et ladite couche de fermeture herméti-
que (20) pouvant étre refermée hermétiquement
contre ladite face supérieure et ladite une face
desdites faces latérales (14a, 14b) afin de fer-
mer hermétiquement ladite ouverture d’accées
lorsque ladite couche de fermeture hermétique
(20) est ramenée contre ladite face supérieure
et ladite une face desdites faces latérales.

Contenant alimentaire (10) selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel ladite face supérieure (12) et 'une des-
dites faces latérales (14a, 14b) dudit emballage (11)
comprennent un rabat (16) présentant essentielle-
ment les mémes dimensions que ladite ouverture
d’acces (18) et fixé de maniére permanente a ladite
couche de fermeture hermétique (20).

Contenant alimentaire (10) selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel ladite portion de départ (22) comprend
une languette (22) qui déborde sur un bord de 'une
face desdites faces latérales (14a, 14b) du contenant
sur laquelle ladite portion de départ (22) est fermée
hermétiquement, ladite languette étant accessible
au-dela dudit bord afin d’étre saisie par un utilisateur.

Contenant alimentaire (10) selon I'une quelconque
ou plusieurs des revendications 1 a 3, dans lequel
ladite couche de fermeture hermétique (20) est
transparente.

Contenant alimentaire (10) selon I'une quelconque
des revendications 1 a 4, dans lequel ledit dessus
(12) inclut une représentation graphique autour de
ladite ouverture d’acces (118), et ladite couche de
fermeture hermétique (20) inclut une représentation
graphique qui correspond a la représentation gra-
phique sur ledit dessus.

Contenant alimentaire (10) selon I'une quelconque
des revendications 1 a 5, dans lequel ladite portion
de départ (22) est située au niveau d’une extrémité
de fermeture hermétique pincée (21a) dudit embal-
lage (11).

Contenant alimentaire (10) selon I'une quelconque
des revendications 1 a 5, dans lequel la couche de
fermeture hermétique (20) a une surface qui est 1,5
a 2 fois celle de I'ouverture.

Contenant alimentaire (10) selon la revendication 2,
dans lequel la portion de départ (22) comprend une
languette (22) qui déborde surunbord de I'un desdits
cotés (14a, 14b) du contenant sur lesquels ladite por-
tion de départ est fermée hermétiquement, la lan-
guette pouvant étre enlevée sur le bord.
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