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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an image pickup apparatus and a zoom lens. More particularly, the present
invention relates to a technique by which the variation of the angle of view is moderated and a good pickup image picture
quality can be achieved in an image pickup picture quality can be achieved in an image pickup apparatus and a zoom
lens wherein, between upon still picture image pickup and upon moving picture image pickup, the effective screen region
is changed to vary the angle of view in response to changeover of the effective pixel pitch. The present invention further
relates to a technique by which characteristics against a defect such as a color false signal or a moiré effect and a drop
of the sharpness caused by an optical low pass filter can be maintained in a well-balanced state by changing over an
optical characteristic of the optical color filer in accordance with changeover of the pixel pitch in an image pickup apparatus
wherein the effective pixel pitch is changed over between upon still picture image pickup and upon moving picture image
pickup.

Background Art

[0002] Image pickup apparatus are available wherein a still picture mode for picking up a still picture and a moving
picture mode for picking up moving pictures are selectively changed over to record moving pictures onto a tape-like
recording medium and record a still picture into a semiconductor recording medium. One of image pickup apparatus of
the type mentioned is a video camera wherein a CCD (charge-coupled device) unit which uses more than 1,000,000
pixels in an effective screen region upon still picture image pickup as an image pickup element to recode moving pictures
onto a tape-like magnetic recording medium and record a still picture into a removable semiconductor recording medium.
[0003] In the video camera described above, upon still picture image pickup, image information over the overall effective
screen region is read out. However, upon moving picture image pickup, only image information within a screen region
narrower than that upon still picture image pickup is read out effectively. The reason is such as follows. Since the number
of frames and the number of fields per 1 second are determined by the prescription of a television system, it is necessary
to read out all information from those pixels in the effective screen region for a moving picture within the thus determined
period of time of one frame. In order to read out a number of pieces of pixel information as great as the number of pieces
of pixel information for a still picture within the limited period of time, it is effective to raise the driving frequency for the
CCD unit. However, if it is tried to read out pixel information from all of the effective pixels for each frame, then the
frequency for driving the CCD unit becomes so high that the amplitude of the current waveform obtained from the CCD
unit cannot be transmitted correctly. Therefore, the number of pixels to be read out for a moving picture is limited to an
upper limit to the frequency with which the CCD unit can be driven and the period of time of one frame in a television
system. Therefore, it cannot sometimes be avoided to set the effective screen size smaller than that upon still picture
image pickup (to reduce the number of pixels to be read out effectively). Further, as the driving frequency for the CCD
unit increases, the level of unnecessary radiations from the image pickup apparatus rises, and this has a bad influence
on another communication equipment or electronic equipment.
[0004] Also a video camera is available wherein a region of a CCD unit from which pixel information is not read out
upon moving picture image pickup as described above is used to successively move a cut-out position for a moving
picture screen for every frame based on information of detection of a camera shake to perform camera-shake correction.
[0005] Accordingly, in such video cameras as described above, since the sizes of the effective screen regions for a
moving picture and for a still picture are different from each other, when the video camera is changed over from a still
picture image pickup state to a moving picture image pickup state, the angle of view is reduced at a wide angle end (the
angle of view is shifted to the tele-side). This sometimes gives a sense of incongruity to the user.
[0006] For example, a video camera wherein the effective pixel number upon still picture image pickup is approximately
1,000,000 and approximately 690,000 pixels are read out in a period of time for one frame upon moving picture image
pickup is known as an example. In another video camera wherein the effective pixel number upon still picture image
pickup is approximately 1,400,000, the effective screen for a moving picture is divided into two left and right portions,
and different drive circuits are used for the left and right portions to read out pixel information. Then, the thus read out
left and right screens are joined together by an image processing circuit to form a screen for one frame. Thus, the image
pickup element is divided into two left and right portions and the driving frequency for the left and right screens is lowered
to achieve use of a greater number of pixels. In the example described, while the effective pixel number upon still picture
image pickup is approximately 1,400,000, the effective pixel number upon moving picture image pickup is approximately
970,000. Thus, a result is achieved that the tele-shift ratio upon changeover from the still picture image pickup state to
the moving picture image pickup state can be raised to approximately 1.2 times as substantially equal to that of the video
camera described above which has approximately 1,000,000 pixels.
[0007] Also a further video camera has been realized wherein the effective pixel number upon still picture image pickup



EP 1 754 987 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

is approximately 1,920,000. However, the video camera adopts, as a countermeasure for lowering the driving frequency
for an image pickup element, only a technique of dividing the effective screen into two left and right portions to read out
pixel information similarly to the video camera described above which has approximately 1,400,000 pixels. Therefore,
the tele-shift ratio upon changeover to moving picture image pickup rises to approximately 1.33 times, resulting in further
increase of the sense of incongruity of the user.
[0008] It is to be noted that a zoom lens used in the video camera described above includes second to fourth lens
sets having movable positions and arranged so as to have positive, negative, positive and positive refractive powers in
order from the object side. One of such zoom lenses is disclosed in Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. Sho 62-178917
(hereinafter referred to as patent document 1). Another one of such zoom lenses is disclosed in Japanese Patent Laid-
Open No. Hei 4-13110 (hereinafter referred to as patent document 2) which includes second to fourth lens sets having
movable positions and arranged so as to have positive, negative, positive, positive and positive refractive powers in
order from the object side. The zoom lenses disclosed in the patent documents and Japanese Patent Publication No.
Sho 57-15369 (hereinafter referred to as patent document 3) have a tendency that, where the zoom ratio is set to
approximately 10, if the angle of view at the wide angle end is set to an extremely wide angle with respect to that
corresponding to f = 40 mm where it is converted into an angle of view of a silver salt film camera of the 35 mm size
(such conversion is hereinafter referred to as 35 mm size conversion), then the front lens diameter becomes great as
much and this makes the overall size of the zoom lens great.
[0009] The problem that a sense of incongruity is given to a user because the angle of view at the wide angle end
becomes narrow when the video camera described above is changed over from a still picture mode to a moving picture
mode can be eliminated if the following countermeasure is taken. In particular, the zoom range of the zoom lens used
in the video camera described above is expanded from the zoom ratio of approximately 10 times to the wide angle side
to raise the zoom ratio to 12 times. Then, in a still picture mode, the zoom lens is used as a 10-time zoom lens cutting
off a zoom range on the wide angle side, but in a moving picture mode, the lens is used as a 12-time zoom lens. However,
if the zoom ratio is raised in vain only in order to prevent such a sense of incongruity to a user, then the overall size of
the entire zoom lens is increased.
[0010] In conformity with the improvement in print quality of a printer in recent years, it is demanded to further improve
the picture quality of a still picture of an image pickup apparatus, and in the field of digital still cameras designed principally
for still picture image pickup, those digital still cameras wherein the effective pixel number of approximately 3,000,000
are prevailing. Further, also in the field of digital still cameras designed principally for still picture image pickup, those
digital still cameras which additionally have a moving picture image pickup function and can record moving picture
images which do not conform to a television system into a semiconductor recording medium similarly to a picked up still
image are increasing. However, since the recording time for moving pictures is short and the recording system does not
conform to a television system, the moving picture image pickup function is a mere additional function at all.
[0011] Thus, as a potential demand of consumers, it is demanded to use a single image pickup apparatus which has
both of a function of recording a still picture of a high picture quality and another function of recording moving pictures
in conformity with a television system for a long period of time and can record a still picture of a high picture quality into
a semiconductor recording medium and record moving pictures onto a video tape having a long recording period of time
through arbitrary selection.
[0012] However, where the effective pixel number of a still picture exceeds approximately 2,000,000, only if the screen
for a moving picture is divided into two left and right portions as described above as a countermeasure for reducing the
driving frequency for an image pickup element, a sufficient effect cannot be anticipated. Rather, it is estimated that the
tele-shift ratio upon changeover from still picture recording to moving picture recording becomes higher than 1.33 times,
resulting in further increase of the sense of incongruity which the user may have.
[0013] Ideally, a zoom lens is desirable which exhibits no change in angle of view even if the size of the effective
screen region of the image pickup element changes as a result of changeover between image pickup modes for a still
picture and moving pictures. However, since it is effective, upon moving picture image pickup, to correct a camera shake
in order to improve the picture quality, a camera shake correction region within which the position at which the effective
screen region of the image pickup element is to be cut out is varied in accordance with a camera shake need be covered
widely with an effective image circle of the zoom lens. Therefore, it is permitted that the angle of view of the effective
screen region for a moving picture becomes narrower than the angle of view of the effective image circle of the zoom
lens by an amount by which the effective screen region of the image pickup element is cut with the camera shape
correction region. Further, the camera shake correction region need not necessarily have a fixed screen area over the
overall zoom region of the zoom lens, but may have a small area at the wide angle end if it is taken into consideration
to fix the camera shake correction angle. Thus, the camera shake correction region need not necessarily occupy 20 %
as in the case of the video camera described hereinabove.
[0014] Therefore, it is a possible idea to employ a method wherein a new lens system is additionally provided for a
zoom lens to shift the focal length range to moderate the change of the angle of view between upon moving picture
image pickup and upon still picture image pickup in order to eliminate the sense of incongruity of the user upon changeover
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between the still picture image pickup mode and the moving picture image pickup mode.
[0015] It is to be noted that, as a technique for shifting the focal length range of a zoom lens, a method wherein a so-
called tele-conversion lens having a negative refractive power is interposed between the zoom lens and an image pickup
plane to shift the focal length in the overall power variation region to the longer side is known. Another method wherein
a lens system called extender is inserted in a relay lens system of a zoom lens to shift the focal length to the longer side
is also known. However, none of the method changes the dimension of the effective screen region of the image pickup
element in response to shift of the focal length.
[0016] Incidentally, one of methods wherein a so-called tele-conversion lens having a negative refractive power is
interposed between a zoom lens and an image pickup plane to shift the focal length in the overall power variation region
to the longer side employs a configuration similar to that of the zoom lens disclosed in the patent document 1. Referring
to FIGS. 38A and 38B, according to the method mentioned, a zoom lens "a" has a four-lens set configuration including
first to fourth lens sets G1 to G4 of a positive-negative-positive-positive refractive power arrangement, and a negative
lens system "b" is moved to and from a position on an optical axis between the fourth lens set G4 and an image pickup
element IMG to shift the focal length range. In the zoom lens "a" described above, when the negative lens system "b"
is positioned on the optical axis, the focal length over the overall power variation region is shifted to the longer side.
[0017] In the zoom lens "a" shown in FIG. 38B which uses the negative lens system "b" in order to shift the focal length
range, the first lens set G1 and the third lens set G3 each having a fixed position with respect to the image plane during
zooming are preferably held integrally in a fixed barrel together with the image pickup element IMG. In particular, where
the first lens set G1 and the third lens set G3 which are fixed lens sets each having a fixed position and the image pickup
element IMG are retained integrally in a lens barrel, it is easy to keep the distances between the lens sets and the
distances from the lens sets to the image pickup element in good accuracy. Also it is easy to keep such error factors as
inclinations of the lens sets with respect to the optical axis within respective necessary tolerances.
[0018] However, where the method as used by the zoom lens "a" wherein the negative lens system "b" is moved to
and from the position on the optical axis is used, it is necessary to move the image pickup element IMG in a direction
of the optical axis with respect to the first lens set G1 and the third lens set G3 which are fixed lens sets. Where the
image pickup element IMG is supported for movement, a complicated mechanism is required for maintaining the accuracy
in position of the image pickup element IMG in the direction of the optical axis and preventing inclination of the image
pickup element IMG with respect to the optical axis. Consequently, there is a problem that the complicated mechanism
is likely to make a significant factor of dispersion in performance of the zoom lens "a" upon mass production. Further,
there is another problem that foreign articles such as dust are likely to be admitted to the proximity of the zoom lens "a"
from the outside and are picked up as a shadow in a picked up image.
[0019] Further, according to the method wherein the focal length over an overall power variation region of a zoom
lens is shifted to the longer side by means of a built-in extender, a wide air distance is provided in a relay lens system
of the zoom lens in advance and the extender proximate to an afocal system like a telescope is inserted in the air
distance. Accordingly, although the overall length of the zoom lens does not vary upon shifting of the focal length range,
the overall length is liable to become long, and therefore, the method is disadvantageous in terms of miniaturization.
Also it is a problem that, since the lens configuration of the extender to be inserted requires three to five lenses, the cost
also becomes high and the space for retracting the extender from the position on the optical axis is required in the lens
barrel, resulting in increase of the volume of the lens barrel.
[0020] Further, in such video cameras as descried above, in order to moderate such a defect as a color false signal
or a moiré effect caused by discrete sampling of an image by the image pickup element, it is necessary to cut high
frequency components of an image by means of an optical low pass filter. Crystal having double refraction such as
quartz or lithium niobate crystal is normally used for an optical low pass filter. An example of a manner of effective use
of an optical low pass filter is disclosed in the patent document 3 by the assignee of the present patent application, and
the thickness of a double refraction plate is determined in accordance with the pixel pitch of the image pickup element.
[0021] Thus, it is a possible idea as a further reduction countermeasure for the driving frequency for an image pickup
element to extract information obtained by mixing information extracted from each plurality of adjacent pixels from among
pixels of an image pickup element as information of one pixel to effectively form an image having a rougher pixel pitch.
For example, information of four adjacent pixels may be mixed so that it is equivalently regarded as information of one
pixel to make the pixel pitch in the moving picture mode rougher thereby to reduce the driving frequency for the image
pickup apparatus.
[0022] However, even if the driving frequency for an image pickup element in the moving picture mode can be reduced
in this manner, the following optical problem appears. In particular, the frequency characteristic of such an optical low
pass filter as disclosed in the patent document 3 should be determined in accordance with the pixel pitch in the still
picture mode. Thus, if it is determined in accordance with the pixel pitch used when information of a plurality of pixels
is mixed in the moving picture mode, then the MTF (Modulation Transfer Function) of the still picture lowers. As a result,
a high picture quality which makes the most of, for example, 3,000,000 or more effective pixels cannot be obtained.
However, if a moving picture wherein information of a plurality of pixels is mixed to produce information of one pixel
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while the low pass characteristic conforming to the pixel pitch of the still picture mode is maintained, then a defect such
as a color false signal or a moiré effect which is caused by discrete sampling of image information appears remarkably.
This is not preferable to the picture quality of moving pictures.
[0023] Taking the foregoing problems described above, it is a subject of the present invention that, in an image pickup
apparatus having a still picture image pickup mode and a moving picture image pickup mode, and a zoom lens for use
with the image pickup apparatus, even if the dimension of an effective screen region of an image pickup element changes
as a result of changeover of the image pickup mode between a still picture image pickup mode and a moving picture
image pickup mode, the angle of view changes but less conspicuously and good aberration correction can be achieved
both in the still picture image pickup mode and in the moving picture image pickup mode.
[0024] It is another subject of the present invention to provide, in an image pickup apparatus wherein an effective pixel
pitch is changed over between a still picture mode and a moving picture mode, an appropriate optical low pass effect
in each image pickup mode by changing over the characteristic of an optical low pass filter in accordance with changeover
of the pixel pitch and to make it possible, in an image pickup apparatus wherein the pixel pitch and the effective screen
size are changed over between the still picture mode and the moving picture mode, to simultaneously achieve changeover
of the characteristic of the optical low pass filter and moderation of the change of the angle of view at the wide angle
end of a zoom lens.

Disclosure of Invention

[0025] Aspects and embodiments of the present invention are set out in the appended claims.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0026]

FIG. 1 shows a first embodiment of an image pickup apparatus of the present invention together with FIGS. 2 to 7
and is a block diagram schematically showing a configuration of the image pickup apparatus;
FIG. 2 shows an example of a driving apparatus for moving an additional lens set to and from a position on an optical
axis of a zoom lens together with FIGS. 3 to 7 and is an exploded perspective view showing a configuration of the
entire driving apparatus;
FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing a lens holding frame member and a guide frame when the additional lens set
is not positioned on the optical axis;
FIG. 4 is a schematic view showing the lens holding frame member and the guide frame when the additional lens
set is not positioned on the optical axis as viewed along the optical axis;
FIG. 5 is a vertical sectional view schematically showing the lens holding frame member and the guide frame when
the additional lens set is not positioned on the optical axis;
FIG. 6 is a view schematically showing the lens holding frame member and the guide frame when the additional
lens set is positioned on the optical axis as viewed along the optical axis;
FIG. 7 is a vertical sectional view schematically showing the lens holding frame member and the guide frame when
the additional lens set is positioned on the optical axis;
FIGS. 8A to 8C are schematic views illustrating a process in determination of a basic optical characteristic of the
additional lens set in the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIG. 9 is a view schematically showing a lens configuration of a numerical value example 1 (in a still picture image
pickup mode) of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 10A to 10C are views illustrating various aberrations at a wide angle end of the numerical value example 1
of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 11A to 11C are views illustrating various aberrations at an intermediate focus position of the numerical value
example 1 of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 12A to 12C are views illustrating various aberrations at a tele-side end of the numerical value example 1 of
the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIG. 13 is a view schematically showing a lens configuration of a numerical value example 2 (in a moving picture
image pickup mode) of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 14A to 14C are views illustrating various aberrations at the wide angle end of the numerical value example
2 of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 15A to 15C are views illustrating various aberrations at the intermediate focus position of the numerical value
example 2 of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 16A to 16C are views illustrating various aberrations at the tele-side end of the numerical value example 2
of the zoom lens of the present invention;
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FIG. 17 is a view schematically showing a lens configuration of a numerical value example 3 (in a moving picture
image pickup mode) of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 18A to 18C are views illustrating various aberrations at the wide angle end of the numerical value example
3 of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 19A to 19C are views illustrating various aberrations at the intermediate focus position of the numerical value
example 3 of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 20A to 20C are views illustrating various aberrations at the tele-side end of the numerical value example 3
of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIG. 21 is a view schematically showing a lens configuration of a numerical value example 4 (in a moving picture
image pickup mode) of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 22A to 22C are views illustrating various aberrations at the wide angle end of the numerical value example
4 of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 23A to 23C are views illustrating various aberrations at the intermediate focus position of the numerical value
example 4 of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 24A to 24C are views illustrating various aberrations at the tele-side end of the numerical value example 4
of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIG. 25 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a second embodiment of the image pickup apparatus of the
present invention;
FIGS. 26A and 26B are schematic views illustrating how to read out pixels from a still picture and a moving picture
in the second embodiment and a third embodiment of the image pickup apparatus;
FIG. 27 is a block diagram showing a configuration of the third embodiment of the image pickup apparatus of the
present invention;
FIG. 28 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a fourth embodiment of the image pickup apparatus of the
present invention;
FIGS. 29A and 29B are schematic views illustrating how to read out pixels from a still picture and a moving picture
in the fourth embodiment of the image pickup apparatus;
FIG. 30 is a view schematically showing a lens configuration of a numerical value example 5 (in a still picture image
pickup mode) of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 31A to 31C are views illustrating various aberrations at the wide angle end of the numerical value example
5 of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 32A to 32C are views illustrating various aberrations at the intermediate focus position of the numerical value
example 5 of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 33A to 33C are views illustrating various aberrations at the tele-side end of the numerical value example 5
of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIG. 34 is a view schematically showing a lens configuration of a numerical value example 6 (in a moving picture
image pickup mode) of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 35A to 35C are views illustrating various aberrations at the wide angle end of the numerical value example
6 of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 36A to 36C are views illustrating various aberrations at the intermediate focus position of the numerical value
example 6 of the zoom lens of the present invention;
FIGS. 37A to 37C are views illustrating various aberrations at the tele-side end of the numerical value example 6
of the zoom lens of the present invention; and
FIGS. 38A and 38B are schematic views showing an example of a conventional zoom lens and a state wherein an
additional lens set is positioned on an optical axis of the conventional zoom lens between a fourth lens set and an
image pickup element for shifting the focal length range of the conventional zoom lens to the longer side.

Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention
[0027] In the following, embodiments of an image pickup apparatus and a zoom lens of the present invention are
described with reference to the accompanying drawings. It is to be noted that, in the embodiments described below, the
present invention is applied to an image pickup apparatus having a still picture image pickup mode and a moving picture
image pickup mode and a zoom lens for use with the image pickup apparatus.
[0028] FIGS. 1 to 7 show a first embodiment 1 of the image pickup apparatus of the present invention.
[0029] The image pickup apparatus 1 includes a zoom lens 2 and an image pickup element, and has a first image
pickup mode and a second image pickup mode which can be arbitrarily selected upon image pickup. An image pickup
plane of the image pickup element is controlled such that, when the first image pickup mode is selected, a wide range
as far as possible is used as an effective screen region, but when the second image pickup mode is selected, a narrower
range than that when the first image pickup mode is selected is used as an effective screen region.
[0030] The zoom lens 2 used in the image pickup apparatus 1 includes an additional lens set (fifth lens set) having a
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positive refractive power and positioned most adjacent the image side such that it is moved to and from a position on
an optical axis of the zoom lens 2. When the image pickup mode is changed over from the first image pickup mode to
the second image pickup mode, the additional lens set is moved to the position on the optical axis to reduce the focal
length range of the zoom lens. However, when the image pickup mode is changed over from the second image pickup
mode to the first image pickup mode, the additional lens set is moved from the position on the optical axis to increase
the focal length range to moderate a variation of the angle of view caused by a difference in dimension between the
effective screen regions of the image pickup element when the first image pickup mode is selected and when the second
image pickup mode is selected.
[0031] In the image pickup apparatus 1, the conditions of the components are set in accordance with the first image
pickup mode or the second image pickup mode when it is detected that the additional lens set is moved to or from the
position on the optical axis.
[0032] Normally, a still picture image pickup mode for picking up a still picture is allocated to the first image pickup
mode, and a moving picture image pickup mode for picking up a moving picture is allocated to the second image pickup
mode.
[0033] If it is assumed that the diagonal dimension of the effective screen region of the image pickup element is 1 in
the moving picture image pickup mode but 1+a in the still picture image pickup mode, then the image pickup apparatus
1 satisfies a condition of 0.4a < fw1/fw2 - 1 < 1.1a (conditional expression 1). Here, fw1 represents the focal length at
the wide angle end of the zoom lens in the still picture image pickup mode, and fw2 represents the focal length at the
wide angle of the zoom lens in the moving picture image pickup mode.
[0034] Further, the zoom lens 2 used in the image pickup apparatus 1 includes a plurality of fixed lens sets each
having a normally fixed position and a movable lens set having a movable position. The fixed lens sets and the image
pickup element are held integrally in a fixed lens barrel such that they have a fixed positional relationship so that the
image forming position may be kept fixed irrespective of whether the additional lens set is moved to or from the position
on the optical axis.
[0035] Now, an internal configuration of the image pickup apparatus 1 is described with reference to a block diagram
of FIG. 1.
[0036] The image pickup apparatus 1 has a moving picture image pickup mode and a still picture image pickup mode
as image pickup modes thereof and uses a zoom lens 2 having five lens sets as an image pickup lens thereof. The
image pickup apparatus 1 includes a camera block 10, a recording and reproduction block 20 and an operation block
30. The camera block 10 picks up a video image and converts the picked up video image information into an electric
signal. The recording and reproduction block 20 records the video image information outputted from the camera block
10 onto a recording medium and reproduces the thus recorded video image information. The operation block 30 includes
various operation switches not shown for being operated by a user.
[0037] The zoom lens 2 includes a first lens set G1, a second lens set G2, a third lens set G3, a fourth lens set G4
and a fifth lens set G5. The first lens set G1 has a positive refractive power and has a normally fixed position. The second
lens set G2 has a negative refractive power and is movable along the optical axis to principally perform power variation.
The third lens set G3 has a positive refractive power and has a normally fixed position. The fourth lens set G4 has a
positive refractive power and is movable along the optical axis to perform correction for a variation of the image position
and focusing. The fifth lens set G5 has a positive refractive power and functions as an additional lens set which can be
moved to and from the position on the optical axis. It is to be noted that the additional lens set G5 is moved to or from
the position on the optical axis in response to selection of one of the moving picture image pickup mode and the still
picture image pickup mode.
[0038] The camera block 10 includes a zoom lens block 11, the image pickup element 12, a camera control section
13, a timing signal generator 14, a camera signal processing section 15, drive circuits 16a and 17a, and a drive circuit
19a. The camera control section 13 controls operation of the components of the camera block 10. The timing signal
generator 14 applies a timing signal which makes a reference to a readout timing of a video signal to the image pickup
element 12. The camera signal processing section 15 processes a video signal outputted from the image pickup element
12. The drive circuits 16a and 17a drive the second lens set G2 and the fourth lens set G4 of the zoom lens 2, respectively.
The drive circuit 19a drives the additional lens set G5 hereinafter described.
[0039] The zoom lens block 11 includes, the zoom lens 2, drive apparatus 16b and 17b, a position detection switch
18, and a drive apparatus 19b. The drive apparatus 16b and 17b drive the second lens set G2 and the fourth lens set
G4, which are movable lenses of the zoom lens 2, to move, respectively. The position detection switch 18 detects
movement of the fifth lens set G5 to and from the position on the optical axis. The drive apparatus 19b drives the additional
lens set G5 to move to or from the position on the optical axis in accordance with an instruction from the drive circuit
19a for the additional lens set G5.
[0040] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the position detection switch 18 has a pressed piece 18a and a contact not shown
and is electrically connected to the camera control section 13 and a recording and reproduction control section hereinafter
described. It is to be noted that the pressed piece 18a is biased by a biasing element not shown such that it projects
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outward when it is not pushed by external force. If the pressed piece 18a is pushed from the outside, then the internal
contact of the position detection switch 18 is pushed and closed by the pressed piece 18a, but if the force for pushing
the pressed piece 18a from the outside is canceled, then the pressed piece 18a is projected outward by a greater amount
than that indicated by a solid line from the pushed position indicated by a broken line in FIG. 1 to open the internal contact.
[0041] In particular, the contact of the position detection switch 18 operates in an interlocking relationship with the
movement of the additional lens G5 as seen in FIG. 1. More particularly, when the additional lens set G5 is moved from
the position on the optical axis (state indicated by a broken line in FIG. 1), the contact of the position detection switch
18 is closed, but when the additional lens set G5 is moved to the position on the optical axis (state indicated by a solid
line in FIG. 1), the contact is opened.
[0042] It is to be noted that a known lens driving mechanism is used for the drive apparatus 16b and 17b for the second
lens set G2 and the fourth lens set G4 of the zoom lens 2 and they have no particularly restricted structure. Details of
the drive apparatus 19b for moving the additional lens set G5 to and from the position on the optical axis are hereinafter
described.
[0043] The recording and reproduction block 20 includes a recording and reproduction control section 21, an interface
processing section 22, a display section 23 including a liquid crystal video image display apparatus and an electronic
viewfinder not shown, a moving picture recording and reproduction system 24, and a still picture recording and repro-
duction system 25.
[0044] The moving picture recording and reproduction system 24 includes a moving picture recording and reproduction
signal processing section 24a and a moving picture recording and reproduction section 24b. The still picture recording
and reproduction system 25 includes a still picture recording and reproduction signal processing section 25a and a still
picture recording and reproduction section 25b. The moving picture recording and reproduction section 24b performs
recording and reproduction of moving picture information onto and from a video tape 24c. The still picture recording and
reproduction section 25b performs recording and reproduction of still picture information into and from a memory card
25c. It is to be noted that the media mentioned above for recording picture information are mere examples, and the
picture information mentioned may be recorded onto individually different recording media. For example, moving picture
information may be recorded onto or reproduced from various recording media other than a video tape such as semi-
conductor memory devices such as a memory stick, optical disks such as a DVD (Digital Versatile Disc) and magnetic
disks such as a hard disk. Also recording and reproduction of still picture information may be performed onto and from
recording media other than a semiconductor memory card. It is to be noted that the problem of what kind of recording
medium should be used as the recording medium similarly applies to image pickup apparatus 1A, 1B and 1C according
to second to fourth embodiments hereinafter described.
[0045] In the image pickup apparatus 1 having such a configuration as described above, when the image pickup
apparatus 1 is in the moving picture image pickup mode and the still picture image pickup mode, the components operate
in the following manner.
[0046] If the moving picture image pickup mode is selected by a user, then the drive apparatus 19b is driven in
accordance with an image pickup mode selection signal inputted from the operation block 30 to the drive circuit 19a
through the camera control section 13. Consequently, the additional lens set G5 is moved to the position on the optical
axis indicated by a solid line in FIG. 1 from a position outside a light path indicated by a broken line in FIG. 1. At this
time, the internal contact of the position detection switch 18 is placed into an open state from a closed state.
[0047] When the contact of the position detection switch 18 is opened upon the movement of the additional lens set
G5 to the position on the optical axis, the camera control section 13 sets the components of the camera block 10 to
respective positions corresponding to the moving picture image pickup mode.
[0048] In the moving picture image pickup mode, a video signal formed from a number of scanning lines conforming
to a television video signal system (the NTSC system or the PAL system) is outputted from the image pickup element
12 to the camera signal processing section 15 at prescribed field and frame timings.
[0049] Incidentally, the image pickup element 12 has an effective screen region having a very great number of pixels
in order to output a still picture of a high definition image. Thus, the image pickup element 12 has a characteristic that,
if it is driven with a timing signal of a very high frequency so that video signals of all of the pixels in the effective screen
region may be read out within a period of time of one frame, then correct information cannot be obtained from the output
signal of the image pickup element 12. Accordingly, when the moving picture image pickup mode is selected, the effective
screen region of the image pickup element 12 is set to a narrower area than that in the still picture image pickup mode,
and the camera control section 13 controls operation of the timing signal generator 14 so that video signals only in the
effective screen region in the moving picture image pickup mode may be read out within a period of time of one frame.
[0050] A video signal outputted from the image pickup element 12 driven with the timing signal applied from the timing
signal generator 14 undergoes such processes as sample hold, AGC and A/D conversion processes by the camera
signal processing section 15 and is then sent to the recording and reproduction block 20.
[0051] Meanwhile, information of whether the contact of the position detection switch 18 is closed or open, that is,
whether or not the additional lens set G5 is positioned on or moved from the optical axis, is detected also by the recording
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and reproduction control section 21 of the recording and reproduction block 20. Accordingly, if the additional lens set
G5 is moved to the position on the optical axis, then the contact of the position detection switch 18 is opened, and the
components of the recording and reproduction block 20 are set to respective conditions corresponding to the moving
picture image pickup mode in accordance with an instruction of the recording and reproduction control section 21.
[0052] The video signal sent from the camera signal processing section 15 is inputted to the interface processing
section 22 and is then sent to the moving picture recording and reproduction system 24 after it is processed so as to
have a signal form suitable for recording of moving pictures under the control of the recording and reproduction control
section 21. It is to be noted that, when the interface processing section 22 sends the video signal to the moving picture
recording and reproduction system 24, it sends the video signal also to the display section 23 so that the display section
23 can display the video signal.
[0053] In the moving picture recording and reproduction system 24, the video signal inputted thereto from the interface
processing section 22 is processed by the moving picture recording and reproduction signal processing section 24a so
that the video signal may conform to a recording format determined in advance such as the DV (Digital Video) format.
Then, the video signal is recorded onto the video tape 24c by the moving picture recording and reproduction section
24b which may include a mechanism deck and so forth not shown.
[0054] It is to be noted that reproduction of moving pictures is performed in response to an operation of an operation
switch not shown of the operation block 30 by the user. The moving picture reproduction instruction by the user is inputted
to the recording and reproduction control section 21 of the recording and reproduction block 20 through the operation
block 30. Then, the recording and reproduction control section 21 sets the components of the recording and reproduction
block 20 to conditions suitable for reproduction of moving pictures in accordance with the instruction. A video image of
moving pictures reproduced by the moving picture recording and reproduction section 24b is displayed on the display
section 23 and can also be outputted to the outside.
[0055] If the still picture image pickup mode is selected by the user, then the drive apparatus 19b is driven in accordance
with the image pickup mode selection signal inputted from the operation block 30 to the drive circuit 19a through the
camera control section 13. Consequently, the additional lens set G5 is driven to move from the position on the optical
axis indicated by a solid line in FIG. 1 to the position outside the optical axis indicated by a broken line in FIG. 1. At this
time, in the position detection switch 18, the pressed piece 18a is pushed to close the internal contact, and consequently,
the movement of the additional lens set G5 from the position on the optical axis is detected by the camera control section
13 and the recording and reproduction control section 21 based on a signal outputted from the position detection switch
18 then.
[0056] After the internal contact of the position detection switch 18 is closed and the movement of the additional lens
set G5 from the position on the optical axis is detected, then the camera control section 13 sets the components of the
camera block 10 to conditions corresponding to the still picture image pickup mode.
[0057] Upon still picture image pickup, a video signal read out from the image pickup element 12 need not be converted
so as to conform to a television video signal system, and there is no restriction with respect to time necessary to read
out information for one screen. Accordingly, the image pickup element 12 has an effective screen region of a greater
area than that in the moving picture image pickup mode, and the camera control section 13 controls operation of the
timing signal generator 14 so as to assure sufficient time to read out all pixel information of the effective screen region
of the greater area.
[0058] The video signal read out from the image pickup element 12 with the timing signal applied from the timing signal
generator 14 undergoes such processes as sample hold, AGC and A/D conversion processes by the camera signal
processing section 15 and is then sent to the recording and reproduction block 20.
[0059] Further, when the contact of the position detection switch 18 is closed, the components of the recording and
reproduction block 20 are set to respective conditions corresponding to the still picture image pickup mode in accordance
with an instruction of the recording and reproduction control section 21.
[0060] The video signal sent from the camera signal processing section 15 is inputted to the interface processing
section 22 and worked into a signal of a signal form suitable for still picture recording under the control of the recording
and reproduction control section 21. Then, a resulting signal is sent to the still picture recording and reproduction system
25. It is to be noted to that, when the interface processing section 22 sends the video signal to the still picture recording
and reproduction system 25, it may simultaneously send the video signal also to the display section 23 so as to be
displayed on the display section 23.
[0061] In the still picture recording and reproduction system 25, the video signal inputted from the interface processing
section 22 is subject to suitable processes such as compression and is worked so as to conform to a recording format
by the still picture recording and reproduction signal processing section 25a. Then, a resulting signal is recorded into
the memory card 25c by the still picture recording and reproduction section 25b.
[0062] It is to be noted that reproduction of a still picture is performed in response to an operation of an operation
switch not shown of the operation block 30 by the user. The instruction by the user to reproduce a still picture is inputted
to the recording and reproduction control section 21 of the recording and reproduction block 20 through the operation
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block 30. Then, the recording and reproduction control section 21 sets the components to conditions suitable for still
picture reproduction in accordance with the instruction. A video image of a still picture reproduced by the still picture
recording and reproduction section 24b is displayed on the display section 23 and can also be outputted to the outside.
[0063] Now, a configuration of an example of the drive apparatus 19b for allowing the movement of the additional lens
set G5 of the zoom lens 2 to and from the position on the optical axis is described with reference to FIGS. 2 to 7. It is to
be noted that, as representations of directions used in the following description of the drive apparatus 19b, as indicated
by arrow marks in FIG. 2, the direction of Y is defined as an upward direction, the direction of Y’ as downward direction,
the direction of X as a rightward direction, the direction of X’ as a leftward direction, the direction of Z as forward direction,
and the direction of Z’ as rearward direction (also in FIGS. 3 to 7, the directions indicated in FIG. 2 are used).
[0064] The drive apparatus 19b for the additional lens set G5 includes, as shown in FIG. 2, a lens holding frame
member 50 for holding the additional lens set G5, a driving lever 51, and a toggle spring 52. The drive apparatus 19b
further includes a suitable driving mechanism not shown for driving the driving lever 51 to move the additional lens set
G5 to and from the position on the optical axis of the zoom lens 2.
[0065] The lens holding frame member 50 holds the additional lens set G5 thereon. The lens holding frame member
50 is mounted for upward and downward (directions parallel to a plane perpendicular to the optical axis of the zoom lens
2) sliding movement under the guidance of a guide frame 54. As shown in FIG. 3, the guide frame 54 has a guide groove
54a and is provided at a predetermined position of a lens barrel 53 (only part is shown in FIG. 3) in which the entire
zoom lens 2 is disposed. Accordingly, the additional lens set G5 can be moved to and from the position on the optical
axis of the zoom lens 2 by slidably moving the lens holding frame member 50 downward and upward.
[0066] The lens holding frame member 50 includes a barrel portion 50a and the guide plate 50b as seen in FIGS. 2
and 3. The guide plate 50b is formed as a rectangular plate such that the dimension thereof in the upward and downward
direction is a little greater than the dimension thereof in the leftward and rightward direction. The barrel portion 50a of
a cylindrical shape is formed integrally on the guide plate 50b such that it extends through a central portion of the guide
plate 50b. Thus, the lens holding frame member 50 is shaped such that the guide plate 50b projects outward like a flange
from a substantially middle position of the barrel portion 50a in the forward and backward direction. Further, the additional
lens set G5 is held on the barrel portion 50a.
[0067] The guide plate 50b has an elongated hole 55 formed at a right side portion of an upper portion thereof such
that the elongated hole 55 extends in the leftward and rightward direction and is engageable with an engaging pin of
the driving lever 51 hereinafter described.
[0068] It is to be noted that it is necessary for the lens holding frame member 50 to keep the accuracy in position of
the additional lens set G5 such that, when the additional lens set G5 is moved to the position on the optical axis of the
zoom lens 2 (when the image pickup apparatus 1 is in the moving picture image pickup mode), the optical axis of the
additional lens set G5 and the optical axis of the zoom lens 2 may be registered fully with each other without being offset
from each other and without inclination of the optical axis of the additional lens set G5. However, in order to assure
smooth movement of the lens holding frame member 50, it is necessary to provide a slight gap between the guide
grooves 54a, 54a of the guide frames 54, 54 and the guide plate 50b of the lens holding frame member 50 as seen in
FIGS. 4 and 5.
[0069] To this end, positioning projections 56, 56 are provided integrally at upper ends of a front face of the guide
plate 50b of the lens holding frame member 50 while positioning projections 57, 57 are provided integrally at upper ends
of left and right side faces of the lens holding frame member 50. Further, a projection 58 is provided integrally at a left
end portion of a lower face of the lens holding frame member 50 while an engaging projection 59 is provided integrally
at a right end portion of the lower face of the lens holding frame member 50.
[0070] Thus, if the additional lens set G5 supported on the lens holding frame member 50 is moved to a position at
which the optical axes of the lens holding frame member 50 and the zoom lens 2 are registered with each other, then
the rear face of the guide plate 50b and forward, leftward, rightward and downwardly directed end faces of the positioning
projections 56, 56 and the positioning projections, 57, 57, 58 are contacted with the guide grooves 54a of the guide
frames 54 and the engaging projection 59 is engaged with an engaging hole 54b provided at a bottom portion of the
guide frame 54. Consequently, when the additional lens set G5 is fully moved to the position on the optical axis of the
zoom lens 2 under the guidance of the guide frames 54, the surplus gap between the guide plate 50b and the guide
grooves 54a is removed to eliminate the play between them, and the optical axis of the additional lens set G5 and the
optical axis of the zoom lens 2 are registered fully with each other.
[0071] A pivotal fulcrum portion 51a in the form of a forwardly projecting cylindrical projection is provided at a sub-
stantially middle position of the driving lever 51 in the longitudinal direction as seen in FIG. 2 such that the driving lever
51 can be pivoted around the pivotal fulcrum portion 51a. A pressed portion 51b and a driving portion 51c are provided
at left and right end portions of the driving lever 51. The pressed portion 51b is engageable with a driving element not
shown such that driving force is applied from the driving element to the pressed portion 51b. The driving portion 51c
serves as a point of action.
[0072] A supported hole 60 is provided in the pivotal fulcrum portion 51a. A support shaft not shown provided on the
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lens barrel 53 is inserted in the supported hole 60 to support the driving lever 51 for pivotal motion with respect to the
lens barrel 53. An engaging pin 61 is provided in a projecting manner at the driving portion 51c for slidably engaging
with the elongated hole 55 of the lens holding frame member 50.
[0073] A contact pushing face 62 is provided at an intermediate position between the pivotal fulcrum portion 51a and
the driving portion 51c of the driving lever 51 for pushing the pressed piece 18a of the position detection switch 18
described hereinabove to open or close the internal contact. The contact pushing face 62 is formed from a portion of an
upper face of the driving lever 51 opposing to the position detection switch 18 which is swollen sideward.
[0074] Further, an anchoring hole 63 is provided at an intermediate position of the driving lever 51 between the pivotal
fulcrum portion 51a and the pressed portion 51b, and the toggle spring 52 is interposed between the anchoring hole 63
and another anchoring hole 64 provided on the lens barrel 53.
[0075] If the moving picture image pickup mode is selected on the image pickup apparatus 1, then the pressed portion
51b of the driving lever 51 is pushed upward by a driving element not shown whose operation is controlled by the drive
circuit 19a to pivot the driving lever 51 around the pivotal fulcrum portion 51a. The pressed portion 51b is moved upon
pivotal motion of the driving lever 51 to bring the engaging pin 61 into engagement with the elongated hole 55. Conse-
quently, the lens holding frame member 50 connected to the driving portion 51c is slidably moved along the guide groove
54a of the guide frame 54 in a direction (downward direction) of an arrow mark 65 shown in FIG. 3. Thereupon, as shown
in FIGS. 6 and 7, the additional lens set G5 is moved to the position on the optical axis of the zoom lens 2 at which the
optical axes of the additional lens set G5 and the zoom lens 2 are registered with each other, and the zoom lens 2 is
now positioned for the moving picture image pickup mode.
[0076] On the other hand, if the still picture image pickup mode is selected, then the pressed portion 51b of the driving
lever 51 is pulled down by the driving element to move in a direction (downward direction) indicated by an arrow mark
66 of FIG. 2 to pivot the driving lever 51 around the pivotal fulcrum portion 51a. Upon the pivotal motion of the driving
lever 51, the pressed portion 51b is moved to slidably move the lens holding frame member 50 connected to the drive
portion 51c through the engagement between the engaging pin 61 and the elongated hole 55 upwardly along the guide
groove 54a of the guide frame 54. As a result of the sliding movement of the lens holding frame member 50, the additional
lens set G5 is moved out of the position on the optical axis of the zoom lens 2 to place the zoom lens 2 to the position
in the still picture image pickup mode as seen in FIGS. 3 to 5.
[0077] When the additional lens set G5 is moved from the position on the optical axis of the zoom lens 2 to place the
zoom lens 2 to the position in the still picture image pickup mode, the pressed piece 18a is pushed by the contact pushing
face 62 of the driving lever 51 to close the contact of the position detection switch 18.
[0078] It is to be noted that the toggle spring 52 interposed between the anchoring hole 63 of the driving lever 51 and
the anchoring hole 64 provided in the lens barrel 53 biases the driving lever 51 to pivot in the opposite directions across
a predetermined position across which the biasing direction thereof for the driving lever 51 is reversed. In particular, on
one side across a substantially middle position of the driving lever 51 in its range of pivotal motion, the driving lever 51
is biased by the toggle spring 52 to pivot the additional lens set G5 to the position on the optical axis of the zoom lens
2. On the other side across the substantially middle position of the driving lever 51, however, the driving lever 51 is
biased by the toggle spring 52 to pivot the additional lens set G5 from the position on the optical axis of the zoom lens 2.
[0079] Accordingly, the additional lens set G5 is stably retained at the position registered with the optical axis of the
zoom lens 2 and at the position displaced from the optical axis of the zoom lens 2 by the toggle spring 52.
[0080] Subsequently, an outline of the zoom lens 2 suitable for use with the image pickup apparatus 1 is described.
[0081] The zoom lens 2 of the present invention includes a first lens set G1, a second lens set G2, a third lens set
G3, a fourth lens set G4 and an additional lens set G5 positioned in order from the object side as shown in FIGS. 9 to
13. The first lens set G1 has a positive refractive power and has a normally fixed position. The second lens set G2 has
a negative refractive power and is movable along the optical axis to principally perform power variation. The third lens
set G3 has a positive refractive power and has a normally fixed position. The fourth lens set G4 has a positive refractive
power and is movable along the optical axis to perform correction for a variation of the image position and focusing. The
additional lens set G5 has a positive refractive power and is formed as a cemented lens of an eleventh lens L11 in the
form of a biconvex lens and a twelfth lens L12 in the form of a biconcave lens disposed in order from the object side.
The face of the eleventh lens L11 on the object side is formed as an aspheric surface. The additional lens set G5 is
moved to and from the position on the optical axis and acts to shift the focal length range of the entire lens system
depending upon whether the additional lens set G5 is positioned on or moved from the optical axis. Where the total
thickness of the additional lens set G5 is represented by S5, the focal length at the wide angle end of the lens system
including the first to fourth lens sets and the additional lens set by fw2, the refractive index of the biconvex lens of the
additional lens set G5 on a "d" line by n51, the refractive index of the biconcave lens of the additional lens set G5 on
the "d" line by n52, the radius of curvature of the interface of the additional lens set G5 by r52, and the amount of
deformation of the aspheric surface of the additional lens set G5 from a generating face at a position of an effective
radius (the deformation amount is in the positive where it is provided on the image side) by ∆5, they are conditioned so
as to satisfy 0.7 < S5/fw2 < 2.5 (conditional expression 2), -0.11 < fw2·(n52 - n51)/r52 < -0.085 (conditional expression
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3) and 0.003 < ∆5/fw2 < 0.01 (conditional expression 4).
[0082] Meanwhile, as shown in FIGS. 9 and 13, the first lens set G1 includes a cemented lens of a first lens L1 in the
form of a concave meniscus lens and a second lens L2, and a third lens L3 in the form of a convex meniscus lens
disposed in order from the object side. The first lens L1 has a convex face directed to the object side. The third lens L3
has a convex face directed to the object side. The second lens set G2 is formed from a cemented lens of a fourth lens
L4 in the form of a concave lens, a fifth lens L5 in the form of a biconcave lens and a sixth lens L6 in the form of a convex
lens disposed in order from the object side. The third lens set G3 includes a seventh lens L7 in the form of a biconvex
lens having faces at least one of which is an aspheric face. The fourth lens set G4 is formed from a three-element
cemented lens of an eighth lens L8 in the form of a convex lens, a ninth lens L9 in the form of a concave lens and a
tenth lens L10 in the form of a convex lens disposed in order from the object side. At least one of a face of the fourth
lens set G4 most adjacent the object side and a face of the fourth lens set G4 most adjacent the image side is formed
as an aspheric face. It is to be noted that an iris IR is interposed between the third lens set G3 and the fourth lens set G4.
[0083] Further, the zoom lens 2 is formed so as to satisfy, where the focal length of the fourth lens set G4 is represented
by f4, 2.5 < f4/fw2 < 5 (conditional expression 5).
[0084] Incidentally, the zoom lens 2 is designed intending that, even if the focal length is shifted as a result of movement
of the additional lens set G5 to and from the position on the optical axis between the fourth lens set G4 and the image
pickup element 12, the total length from the first lens set G1 to the image pickup element 12 does not vary.
[0085] In the following, a process of determining an optical characteristic of the additional lens set G5 to be moved to
the position on the optical axis between the fourth lens set G4 and the image pickup element 12 in order to shift the
focal length of the zoom lens 2 without changing the total length is described.
[0086] For example, it is a possible idea to additionally provide, as in the case of a zoom lens 100A shown in FIG. 8A,
a thin positive lens set 101 as an additional lens set in a space as a back focus such that the composite focal length of
the first to fourth lens sets G1 to G4 and the positive lens set 101 is reduced when compared with the original composite
focal length of the first to fourth lens sets G1 to G4. However, with the zoom lens 100A, the image plane is moved to
the object side, resulting in reduction of the overall length.
[0087] Meanwhile, in a zoom lens 100B shown in FIG. 8B, a thick parallel plane glass plate as an additional lens set
102 is additionally provided in a space as a back focus. With the zoom lens 100B, the overall length can be increased
without changing the focal length.
[0088] Therefore, a zoom lens 100C shown in FIG. 8C is formed taking the result of the zoom lens 100A and the result
of the zoom lens 100B into consideration. In particular, the zoom lens 100C includes a thick positive lens set as an
additional lens set 103 in a space as a back focus. It can be seen that the overall length of the zoom lens 100C does
not exhibit a change although the composite focal length of the first to fourth lens sets G1 to G4 and the additional lens
set 103 is reduced when compared with the original composite focal length of the first to fourth lens sets G1 to G4.
[0089] From the foregoing, the additional lens set G5 used for the zoom lens 2 is formed from a thick positive lens set
having a positive refractive index like the additional lens set 103 in the zoom lens 100C.
[0090] Subsequently, the conditional expressions 1 to 5 which prescribe the configuration the image pickup apparatus
1 and the zoom lens 2 are described.
[0091] The conditional expression 1 prescribes a condition for establishing a balance between that an effect of cor-
rection of the angle of view between the still picture image pickup mode and the moving picture image pickup mode is
achieved and that the configuration (configuration of FIG. 8C) wherein a thick positive lens set having a positive refractive
index is additionally provided as the additional lens set G5 is materialized.
[0092] In particular, if the value of "fw1/fw2 - 1" in the conditional expression 1 is lower than the limit value therefor,
then the effect of correction of the angle of view almost disappears, but only an effect that increase in cost and size is
provided to the zoom lens 2 is exhibited. On the other hand, if the value of "fw1/fw2 - 1" is higher than the upper limit
therefor, then this results in excessive correction wherein the angle of view is greater in the moving picture image pickup
mode than in the still picture image pickup mode. Consequently, the refractive index of the additional lens set G5 becomes
so high that a spherical aberration or a curved image plane cannot be corrected sufficiently.
[0093] The conditional equation 2 prescribes a condition necessary to make it possible to materialize the configuration
(configuration of FIG. 8C) wherein the additional lens set G5 is additionally provided as.
[0094] In particular, if the value of "S5/fw2" is lower than the lower limit value therefor, then the sufficient effect of
reducing the focal length and the object of making the overall length invariable cannot be achieved. On the other hand,
if the value of "S5/fw2" is higher than the upper limit value therefor, then the additional lens set G5 is excessively thick
and cannot be inserted into the space as a back focus.
[0095] The conditional expression 3 prescribes a condition for correcting a variation of the spherical aberration caused
by the movement of the additional lens set G5 to and from the position on the optical axis. It is to be noted that, since
the additional lens set G5 is a positive lens set, a spherical aberration on the under side is liable to appear. However, if
a negative refractive index is provided to the interface whose concave face is directed to the object side disposed in a
converging light flux, then an effect of correcting a spherical aberration on the under side is obtained.
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[0096] Then, if the value of "fw2·(n52 - n51)/r52" is higher than the upper limit value therefor, then it is difficult to correct
a spherical aberration on the under side. On the other hand, if the value of "fw2·(n52 - n51)/r52" is lower than the lower
limit value therefor, then the spherical aberration is liable to come to the over side, and also the image plane is curved
to the over side to such a degree that it is difficult to correct the image plane.
[0097] The conditional equation 4 prescribes a condition for correcting a curve of the image plane. If the condition
prescribed by the conditional expression 3 given hereinabove is satisfied and the spherical aberration on the under side
is corrected, then an image plane curve aberration on the over side is generated by the additional lens set G5 side.
However, if the condition prescribed by the conditional expression 4 is satisfied such that the aspheric shape of the face
of the additional lens set G5 on the object side is set so as to provide a deformation amount from the generating spherical
face in a direction in which the curvature increases as the distance from the optical axis increases, then the influence
by the condition prescribed by the conditional expression 3 can be canceled to correct the image plane curve aberration.
In order to keep a good condition with regard to the spherical aberration and the image plane curve irrespective of the
movement of the additional lens set G5 to and from the position on the optical axis, it is important to keep a good balance
between the condition prescribed by the conditional expression 3 and the condition prescribed by the conditional ex-
pression 4.
[0098] If the value of "∆5/fw2" in the conditional expression 4 is lower than the lower limit therefor, then the influence
of the condition prescribed by the conditional expression 3 remains, and the image plane is curved to the over side. On
the other hand, if the value of "∆5/fw2" is higher than the upper limit therefor, then the spherical aberration is curved to
the under side, and it is difficult to keep a good balance.
[0099] The conditional expression 5 prescribes a condition for assuring a back focus suitable for the movement of the
additional lens set G5 to and from the position on the optical axis without increasing the size of the entire lens system.
[0100] In particular, if the value of "f4/fw2" is lower than the lower limit therefor, then the back focus becomes so short
that it is difficult to satisfy the condition prescribed by the conditional expression 1. On the other hand, if the value of
"f4/fw2" is higher than the upper limit therefor, then the back focus is so long that, as a lens to be inserted in the back
focus, an element proximate to a prism for separating light into three colors of R, G and B is required. Therefore, increase
in size and cost of the zoom lens 2 cannot be avoided.
[0101] Now, numerical value examples 1 to 4 illustrated in FIGS. 9 to 24C with which the zoom lens 2 is materialized
are described. It is to be noted that, in the numerical value examples 1 to 4, the numerical value examples 2 (FIG. 13),
3 (FIG. 17) and 4 (FIG. 21) indicate numerical values in states in the moving picture image pickup mode wherein additional
lens sets G5 having different configurations from each other are additionally provided in the zoom lens 2 in the still
picture image pickup mode which includes the first to fourth lens sets G1 to G1 illustrated in the numerical value example
1 (FIG. 9).
[0102] In the following description, "Si" indicates the i-th face as counted from the object side, "ri" the radius of curvature
of the i-th face "Si" as counted from the object side, "di" the face-to-face distance between the i-th face "Si" and the (i+1)
th face "Si+1" as counted from the object side, "ni" the refractive index of the material of the i-th lens "Li" on the "d" line,
"vi" the Abbe number of the material of the i-th lens "Li" on the "d" line, and "nFL" and "vFL" indicate the refractive index
and the Abbe number of the material of a filter FL. Further, it is assumed that, where "xi" represents the depth of the
aspheric face and "H" represents the height from the optical axis, the aspheric face is defined by the following expression 1: 

[0103] Numerical values of the numerical value example 1 of the zoom lens 2 are indicated in Table 1 (refer to FIG. 9).

Table 1

ri di ni vi

r1=56.6 d1=1.1 n1=1.84666 v1=23.8

r2=22.7 d2=4.2 n2=1.72916 v2=54.7

r3=170.0 d3=0.2
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[0104] Table 2 indicates fourth-, sixth-, eighth- and tenth-order aspheric coefficients A4, A6, A8 and A10 of an eleventh
face S11 and a fourteenth face S14 each formed as an aspheric face.

[0105] Table 3 indicates face-to-face distances d5, d10, d13 and d17 which vary in response to the focal length, F
number, angle of view (2ω) and zooming at the wide angle end, intermediate focus position and tele-side end of the
zoom lens 2 in the numerical value example 1.

[0106] FIGS. 10A to 12C indicate the spherical aberrations, distortion aberrations and astigmatisms of the zoom lens
2 in the numerical value example 1. It is to be noted that, in the spherical aberration views, a solid line indicates values
on the "d" line, a broken line indicates values on a "g" line, and an alternate long and short dash line indicates values

(continued)

ri di ni vi

r4=17.85 d4=2.81 n3=1.72916 v3=54.7

r5=40.4 d5=variable

r6=30.75 d6=0.6 n4=1.88300 v4=40.8

r7=5.38 d7=2.92

r8=-6.85 d8=0.72 n5=1.51680 v5=64.2

r9=9.4 d9=1.51 n6=1.84666 v6=23.8

r10=267 d10=variable

r11=12.469 d11=1.45 n7=1.58313 v7=59.5

r12=-93.7 d12=1.8

r13=8 (iris) d13=variable

r14=13.158 d14=1.11 n8=1.58313 v8=59.5

r15=8 d15=0.6 n9=1.84666 v9=23.8

r16=12.5 d16=2.25 n10=1.48749 v10=70.4

r17=-9.1 d17=variable

r18=8 (filter) d18=2.09 nFL=1.51680 vFL=64.2

r19=8 (filter) d19=0.8 (Back Focus)

Table 2

Aspheric Coefficient A4 A6 A8 A10

S11 -0.7918�10-4 -0.9134�10-5 +0.6142�10-6 -0.2253�10-7

S14 -0.4633�10-3 +0.1962�10-4 -0.2499�10-5 +0.1120�10-6

Table 3

Wide angle end Intermediate focus position Tele-side end

Focal length 4.61 22.27 44.44

F number 2.14 2.65 2.14

Angle of view (degrees) 62.6 13.4 6.64

d5 0.8 11.95 15.45

d10 15.45 4.30 0.8

d13 5.58 2.17 5.41

d17 8.81 12.22 8.98
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on a C line. In the astigmatism views, a solid line indicates values of the sagittal image plane distortion and a broken
line indicates values of the meridional image plane distortion.
[0107] Table 4 indicates numerical values of the numerical value example 2 of the zoom lens 2. It is to be noted that,
as shown in FIG. 13, the zoom lens 2 in the case of the numerical value example 2 is that in the state of the moving
picture image pickup mode wherein the additional lens set G5 is additionally provided on the optical axis between the
fourth lens set G4 of the zoom lens 2 in the case of the numerical value example 1 and the image pickup element 12.
Accordingly, Table 4 indicates only the numerical values of the additional lens set G5 and those numerical values at
portions on the image side with respect to the additional lens set G5.

[0108] Table 5 indicates the fourth-, sixth-, eighth- and tenth-order aspheric coefficients A4, A6, A8 and A10 of an
eighteenth face S18 formed from an aspheric face.

[0109] Table 6 indicates the face-to-face distances d5, d10, d13 and d17 which vary in response to the focal length,
F number, angle of view (2ω) and zooming at the wide angle end, intermediate focus position and tele-side end of the
zoom lens 2 in the numerical value example 2.

[0110] As can be seen apparently from Table 6 above, in the numerical value example 2, even if the focal length range
is shifted to the longer side, the angle of view does not exhibit any change even where it is compared with that in the
case of the numerical value example 1.
[0111] FIGS. 14A to 16C indicate the spherical aberrations, distortion aberrations and astigmatisms of the zoom lens
2 in the case of the numerical value example 2. It is to be noted that, in the spherical aberration views, a solid line
indicates values on the "d" line, a broken line indicates values on the "g" line, and an alternate long and short dash line
indicates values on the C line. In the astigmatism views, a solid line indicates values of the sagittal image plane distortion
and a broken line indicates values of the meridional image plane distortion.
[0112] Table 7 indicates numerical values of the numerical value example 3 of the zoom lens 2. It is to be noted that,
as shown in FIG. 17, the zoom lens 2 in the case of the numerical value example 3 is that in the state of the moving
picture image pickup mode wherein the additional lens set G5 different from that of the numerical value example 2

Table 4

ri di ni vi

r18=14.529 d18=2.13 n11=1.58313 v11=59.5

r19=-9.36 d19=2.1 n12=1.80420 v12=46.5

r20=153.5 d20=3.38

r21=8 (filter) d21=2.09 nFL=1.51680 vFL=64.2

r22=8 (filter) d22=0.8 (Back Focus)

Table 5

Aspheric Coefficient A4 A6 A8 A10

S18 +0.5892�10-4 +0.3239�10-4 -0.3407�10-5 +0.1457�10-6

Table 6

Wide angle end Intermediate focus position tele-side end

Focal length 3.93 19.00 37.92

F number 1.83 2.26 1.83

Angle of view (degrees) 62.6 13.4 6.64

d5 0.8 11.95 15.45

d10 15.45 4.30 0.8

d13 5.58 2.17 5.41

d17 1.2 4.61 1.37
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described hereinabove is additionally provided on the optical axis between the fourth lens set G4 of the zoom lens 2 in
the case of the numerical value example 1 and the image pickup element 12. Accordingly, Table 7 indicates only the
numerical values of the additional lens set G5 and those numerical values at portions on the image side with respect to
the additional lens set G5.

[0113] Table 8 indicates the fourth-, sixth-, eighth- and tenth-order aspheric coefficients A4, A6, A8 and A10 of the
eighteenth face S18 formed from an aspheric face.

[0114] Table 9 indicates the face-to-face distances d5, d10, d13 and d17 which vary in response to the focal length,
F number, angle of view (2ω) and zooming at the wide angle end, intermediate focus position and tele-side end of the
zoom lens 2 in the numerical value example 3.

[0115] As can be seen apparently from Table 9 above, in the numerical value example 3, even if the focal length range
is shifted to the longer side, the angle of view does not exhibit any change even where it is compared with that in the
case of the numerical value example 1.
[0116] FIGS. 18A to 20C indicate the spherical aberrations, distortion aberrations and astigmatisms of the zoom lens
2 in the case of the numerical value example 3. It is to be noted that, in the spherical aberration views, a solid line
indicates values on the "d" line, a broken line indicates values on the "g" line, and an alternate long and short dash line
indicates values on the C line. In the astigmatism views, a solid line indicates values of the sagittal image plane distortion
and a broken line indicates values of the meridional image plane distortion.
[0117] Table 10 indicates numerical values of the numerical value example 4 of the zoom lens 2. It is to be noted that,
as shown in FIG. 21, the zoom lens 2 in the case of the numerical value example 4 is that in the state of the moving
picture image pickup mode wherein the additional lens set G5 different from those of the numerical value examples 2
and 3 described hereinabove is additionally provided on the optical axis between the fourth lens set G4 of the zoom lens
2 in the case of the numerical value example 1 and the image pickup element 12. Accordingly, Table 10 indicates only
the numerical values of the additional lens set G5 and those numerical values at portions on the image side with respect
to the additional lens set G5.

Table 7

ri di ni vi

r18=14.31 d18=2.14 n11=1.58313 v11=59.5

r19=-9.17 d19=2.77 n12=1.80420 v12=46.5

r20=257.68 d20=3.39

r21=8 (filter) d21=2.09 nFL=1.51680 vFL=64.2

r22=8 (filter) d22=0.8 (Back Focus)

Table 8

Aspheric Coefficient A4 A6 A8 A10

S18 +0.1112�10-3 +0.1499�10-4 -0.1215�10-5 +0.5000�10-7

Table 9

Wide angle end Intermediate focus position Tele-side end

Focal length 3.84 18.55 37.02

F number 1.79 2.20 1.79

Angle of view (degrees) 62.6 13.4 6.64

d5 0.8 11.95 15.45

d10 15.45 4.30 0.8

d13 5.58 2.17 5.41

d17 0.5 3.91 0.67
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[0118] Table 11 indicates the fourth-, sixth-, eighth- and tenth-order aspheric coefficients A4, A6, A8 and A10 of the
eighteenth face S18 formed from an aspheric face.

[0119] Table 12 indicates the face-to-face distances d5, d10, d13 and d17 which vary in response to the focal length,
F number, angle of view (2ω) and zooming at the wide angle end, intermediate focus position and tele-side end of the
zoom lens 2 in the numerical value example 4.

[0120] As can be seen apparently from Table 12 above, in the numerical value example 4, even if the focal length
range is shifted to the longer side, the angle of view does not exhibit any change even where it is compared with that in
the case of the numerical value example 1.
[0121] FIGS. 21 to 24C indicate the spherical aberrations, distortion aberrations and astigmatisms of the zoom lens
2 in the case of the numerical value example 4. It is to be noted that, in the spherical aberration views, a solid line
indicates values on the "d" line, a broken line indicates values on the "g" line, and an alternate long and short dash line
indicates values on the C line. In the astigmatism views, a solid line indicates values of the sagittal image plane distortion
and a broken line indicates values of the meridional image plane distortion.
[0122] Table 13 indicates numerical values relating to the conditional expressions 1 to 5 in the numerical value examples
2 to 4 wherein the additional lens set G5 is additionally provided in the zoom lens 2 of the numerical value example 1.

Table 10

ri di ni vi

r18=9.16 d18=2.48 n11=1.51680 v11=64.2

r19=-9.67 d19=4.51 n12=1.77250 v12=49.6

r20=93.67 d20=0.75

r21=8 (filter) d21=2.09 nFL=1.51680 vFL=64.2

r22=8 (filter) d22=0.8 (Back Focus)

Table 11

Aspheric Coefficient A4 A6 A8 A10

S18 +0.2041�10-3 +0.2068�10-4 -0.1940�10-5 +0.1000�10-6

Table 12

Wide angle end Intermediate focus position Tele-side end

Focal length 3.46 16.71 33.34

F number 1.61 1.98 1.61

Angle of view (degrees) 62.6 13.4 6.64

d5 0.8 11.95 15.45

d10 15.45 4.30 0.8

d13 5.58 2.17 5.41

d17 1.06 4.47 1.23

Table 13

Numerical value example Numerical value example 
2

Numerical value example 3 Numerical value example 4

Overall length 54.8 54.8 54.8

fw1 4.61 4.61 4.61

fw2 3.93 3.84 3.46



EP 1 754 987 B1

18

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0123] In Table 13 above, where the value of "fw1/fw2 - 1" is 1.0a with respect to the value of a, this signifies that the
angle of view does not vary between the still picture image pickup mode and the moving picture image pickup mode.
[0124] In the numerical value example 4 where a is a = 0.20 and a = 0.25, the value of "fw1/fw2 - 1" exceeds the upper
limit (1.1a) of the conditional expression 1. Accordingly, in the numerical value example 4, where a is a = 0.20 and a =
0.25, the angle of view is narrower in the still picture image pickup mode than in the moving picture image pickup mode.
In other words, the number of pixels in the effective screen region of the image pickup element 12 is smaller in the still
picture image pickup mode than in the moving picture image pickup mode, and this does not conform to the object of
the present invention.
[0125] It is to be noted that, where the value of "fw1/fw2 - 1" is smaller than 1.0a, the angle of view is narrower by an
amount corresponding to the difference between the value and 1.0a. However, a margin of the effective image circle of
the zoom lens 2 provided by the difference of the angle of view can be applied to camera-shake correction in a video
signal process.
[0126] On the other hand, if the value of "fw1/fw2 - 1" is lower than the lower limit (0.4a) of the conditional expression
1, then the image correction effect by the additional lens set G5 is so low that the object of the present invention cannot
be achieved.
[0127] Now, image pickup apparatus according to second, third and fourth embodiments of the present invention and
a zoom lens for use with the image pickup apparatus according to the third embodiment are described. It is to be noted
that the image pickup apparatus according to the second, third and fourth embodiments also have a still picture mode
and a moving picture mode.
[0128] First, an outline of the image pickup apparatus is described with reference to FIGS. 25 to 29B.
[0129] The image pickup apparatus 1A, 1B and 1C have a basic configuration similar to that of the image pickup
apparatus 1 according to the first embodiment shown in FIG. 1 and are roughly divided into a camera block 10, a recording
and reproduction section 20 and an operation block 30. Thus, description is given principally of differences of the
configurations and operations of the individual sections 10, 20 and 30 from those of the image pickup apparatus 1, but
description of those portions similar to those of the image pickup apparatus 1 is omitted or is given but briefly.
[0130] The camera block 10 includes zoom lenses 2A, 2B and 2C serving as image pickup lenses and an image
pickup element 12 and has a first image pickup mode and a second image pickup mode which can be arbitrarily selected
upon image pickup. When the first image pickup mode is selected, individual information is obtained from each of pixels
of an image pickup face of the image pickup element 12. However, when the second image pickup mode is selected,
information obtained by mixing information from each plurality of adjacent pixels of the image pickup element is obtained
from the image pickup element such that the image pickup element serves as an alternative image pickup element
having a rougher pixel pitch.
[0131] FIGS. 26A and 26B schematically illustrate a manner of changing over of the pixel pitch performed in response
to changeover of the image pickup mode. Each pixel of the image pickup element 12 is covered with a color filter, and
part of an arrangement of such color filters is schematically shown in FIG. 26A. In FIG. 26A, reference character R
denotes a color filter which passes red light therethrough, G a color filter which passes green light therethrough, and B
a color filter which passes blue light therethrough. As seen in FIG. 26A, a same color filter from among different color
filters is repetitively arranged for each two pixels in the horizontal and vertical directions such that each totaling four
pixels including two pixels in the horizontal direction and including two pixels in the vertical direction are covered with a
filter of the same color.

(continued)

Numerical value example Numerical value example 
2

Numerical value example 3 Numerical value example 4

S5/fw2 1.076 1.279 2.020

fw2·(n52-n51)/r52 -0.0928 -0.0926 -0.0915

Effective radius 3.08 3.09 3.06

∆5/fw2 0.00421 0.00444 0.00785

f4/fw2 3.817 3.907 4.336

fw1/fw2-1 a=0.20 0.865a 1.000a 1.660a

a=0.25 0.692a 0.800a 1.320a

a=0.33 0.524a 0.606a 1.000a

a=0.40 0.433a 0.501a 0.831a
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[0132] In the first image pickup mode, individual video information is obtained from each of the pixels shown in FIG.
26A, and consequently, video information of a high resolution can be obtained. In the second image pickup mode,
however, information of each four adjacent pixels for the same color is mixed and read out as a video signal as seen in
FIG. 26B. Consequently, video information of a rougher pixel pitch wherein the pixel pitch is doubled in both of the
horizontal and vertical directions is obtained.
[0133] It is to be noted that, as described hereinabove, the method wherein the colors (colors of the filters) of each
totaling four pixels including two pixels in both of the horizontal and vertical directions are set same as each other is a
mere example of a method of mixing information of a plurality of pixels. In particular, the number of pixels whose
information is to be mixed is not limited to four but may be greater or smaller than four. Further, it is not necessary to
select an equal number of pixels in both of the horizontal and vertical directions, but the shape of a pixel of an effectively
rougher pitch as a result of mixing may be a horizontally elongated shape or a vertically elongated shape. In summary,
any method may be selected in accordance with an object of use of an image to be obtained.
[0134] The image pickup element 12 photo-electrically converts image information by means of the pixels thereof
arranged discretely. Therefore, the image pickup element 12 exhibits such defects as a color false signal or a moiré
effect with regard to an image of a spatial frequency higher than the Nyquist frequency which depends upon the pixel
pitch. In order to reduce the defects which rely upon the pixel pitch, it is necessary to dispose an optical low pass filter
between the image pickup lens and the image pickup element 12 such that a point image to be originally formed at one
point by the image pickup lens is formed discretely in a plurality of point images thereby to reduce the MTF of high
frequency components of an image of the image pickup lens.
[0135] If the characteristic of the optical low pass filter is set suitably for the first image pickup mode, then a bad
influence on the picture quality by a color false signal or a moiré effect appears remarkably in the second image pickup
mode. However, if the characteristic of the optical low pass filter is set suitably for the second image pickup mode
conversely, then a high resolution expected from a fine pixel pitch cannot be obtained in the first image pickup mode.
Accordingly, it is desirable to change over the characteristic of the optical low pass filter in response to changeover
between the first image pickup mode and the second image pickup mode.
[0136] In the second embodiment 1A shown in FIG. 25, a filter member FB on which optical low pass filters F1 and
F2 having different characteristics from each other are held integrally is mounted for movement in a direction substantially
perpendicular to the optical axis such that one of the optical low pass filters F1 and F2 is moved to the position on the
optical axis. If the filter member 19 is moved so that the optical low pass filter F1 is moved to the position on the optical
axis as indicated by a broken line in FIG. 25, then a contact 18b of the image pickup mode changeover switch 18 is
closed, and information of this is transmitted to the camera control section 13 of the camera block 10 and a recording
and reproduction control section 21 of a recording and reproduction section 20. Consequently, all settings of the camera
block 10 and the recording and reproduction section 20 are çhanged over so as to correspond to the first image pickup
mode.
[0137] Then, if the optical low pass filter to be positioned on the optical axis is changed over from the optical low pass
filter F1 to the optical low pass filter F2 as indicated by a solid line, then the contact 18b of the image pickup mode
changeover switch 18 is opened, and information of this is transmitted to the camera control section 13 of the camera
block 10 and the recording and reproduction control section 21 of the recording and reproduction section 20. Conse-
quently, all settings of the camera block 10 and the recording and reproduction section 20 are changed over so as to
correspond to the second image pickup mode. Further, although some displacement in the direction of the optical axis
occurs with the image forming position due to an influence of a difference in thickness between the optical low pass
filters F1 and F2, the camera control section 13 controls so that the position of the focus lens G4 in the direction of the
optical axis is corrected to form an image on the image pickup element 12.
[0138] In the third embodiment 1B shown in FIG. 27, the normally fixed optical low pass filter F1 is disposed between
the fourth lens set G4 of the zoom lens 2B and the image pickup element 12, and the optical low pass filter F1 has an
optical characteristic suitable for the first image pickup mode. Further, the optical low pass filter F2 is mounted for
movement substantially perpendicularly to the optical axis such that it can be moved to and from a position on the optical
axis. If the optical low pass filter F2 is moved from the position on the optical axis as indicated by a broken line, then the
contact 18b of the image pickup mode changeover switch 18 is closed, and all settings are set to the first image pickup
mode similarly as in the image pickup apparatus 1A according to the second embodiment. On the other hand, if the
optical low pass filter F2 is moved to the position on the optical axis, then the contact 18b of the image pickup mode
changeover switch 18 is opened, and all settings are set to the second image pickup mode similarly as in the second
embodiment 1A. Here, the optical low pass filter F2 has a characteristic that, when compared with the characteristic of
the optical low pass filter F1, the MTF characteristic in high frequencies drops in one or both of the horizontal and vertical
directions.
[0139] A manner of reading out pixel information of the image pickup element 12 in the image pickup apparatus 1C
according to the fourth embodiment shown in FIG. 28 is schematically illustrated in FIGS. 29A and 29B.
[0140] When the first image pickup mode is selected, individual information is obtained from each pixel of the image
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pickup element, and a range as wide as possible is used as an effective screen region. When the second image pickup
mode is selected, information obtained by mixing information from each plurality of adjacent pixels of the image pickup
element is obtained from the image pickup element such that the image pickup element serves as an alternative image
pickup element having a rougher pixel pitch. Further, when the second image pickup mode is selected, a range narrower
than that when the first image pickup mode is selected is used as an effective screen region.
[0141] Further, in the image pickup apparatus 1C, a normally fixed first optical low pass filter F1 is disposed immediately
before the image pickup element 12, and an additional lens set (fifth lens set) G5 having a positive refractive power and
a movable second optical low pass filter F2 held integrally with the additional lens set G5 are disposed at a position on
the object side with respect to the optical low pass filter F1. The additional lens set G5 is mounted for movement to and
from a position on the optical axis. When the image pickup mode is changed over from the first image pickup mode to
the second image pickup mode, the additional lens set G5 and the second optical low pass filter F2 are moved to
respective positions on the optical axis to reduce the focal length range of the zoom lens and reduce the MTF of high
frequencies by an effect of the second optical low pass filter F2. On the other hand, when the image pickup mode is
changed over from the second image pickup mode to the first image pickup mode, the additional lens set G5 and the
second optical low pass filter F2 are moved from the positions on the optical axis to increase the focal length range.
Thereupon, because only the effect of the first optical low pass filter F1 remains, the MTF of high frequencies becomes
higher. Thus, the variation of the angle of view caused by changeover of the MTF characteristic and a difference in
dimension of the effective screen region in accordance with changeover of the pixel pitch of the image pickup element
when the first image pickup mode is selected and when the second image pickup mode is selected is moderated.
[0142] Upon image pickup of moving pictures in the second image pickup mode, a fluctuation of the image pickup
apparatus can be detected, and the position of an effective image read out in moving pictures from the full-size screen
is displaced for every field in accordance with the detected fluctuation to correct the image against a fluctuation by a
camera shake. In FIG. 29B, a rectangle indicated by broken lines schematically illustrates that the position at which an
image is read out in a moving picture is displaced for every field to perform correction against a camera shake.
[0143] Further, in the image pickup apparatus 1C, the movement of the additional lens set and the second optical low
pass filter F2 to and from the positions on the optical axis is detected to set the states of the components in accordance
with the first image pickup mode or the second image pickup mode.
[0144] It is to be noted that, for example, such a drive apparatus as the drive apparatus 19b shown in FIGS. 2 to 7
can be utilized for the movement of the filter member FB of the image pickup apparatus 1A, the second optical low pass
filter F2 of the image pickup apparatus 1B and the additional lens set 5G and the movable optical low pass filter F2 to
and from the position or positions on the optical axis.
[0145] Now, an outline of the zoom lens 2C suitable for use with the image pickup apparatus 1C according to the
fourth embodiment is described.
[0146] The zoom lens 2C of the present invention includes, as shown in FIG. 30, a first lens set G1, a second lens
set G2, a third lens set G3, a fourth lens set G4, an additional lens set G5 and an second optical low pass filter F2
disposed in order from the object side. The first lens set G1 has a positive refractive power and has a normally fixed
position. The second lens set G2 has a negative refractive power and is movable along the optical axis to principally
perform power variation. The third lens set G3 has a positive refractive power and has a normally fixed position. The
fourth lens set G4 has a positive refractive power and is movable along the optical axis to perform correction for a
variation of the image position and focusing. The additional lens set G5 has a positive refractive power. The second
optical low pass filter F2 is held for integral movement with the additional lens set G5. The additional lens set G5 is
formed as a cemented lens of an eleventh lens L11 in the form of a biconvex lens and a twelfth lens L12 in the form of
a biconcave lens disposed in order from the object side. The face of the eleventh lens L11 on the object side is formed
as an aspheric surface. The additional lens set G5 and the second optical low pass filter F2 are moved to and from the
respective positions on the optical axis and act to shift the focal length range of the entire lens system depending upon
whether they are positioned on or moved from the optical axis. Where the total thickness of the additional lens set G5
and the optical low pass filter F2 is represented by S5, the focal length at the wide angle end of the lens system including
the first to fourth lens sets and the additional lens set by fw2, the refractive index of the biconvex lens of the additional
lens set G5 on the "d" line by n51, the refractive index of the biconcave lens of the additional lens set G5 on the "d" line
by n52, the radius of curvature of the interface of the additional lens set G5 by r52, and the amount of deformation of
the aspheric surface of the additional lens set G5 from a generating face at a position of an effective radius (the deformation
amount is in the positive where it is provided on the image side) by ∆5, they are conditioned so as to satisfy the following
conditional expressions 2 to 4: 



EP 1 754 987 B1

21

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0147] Meanwhile, as shown in FIG. 30, the first lens set G1 includes a cemented lens of a first lens L1 in the form of
a concave meniscus lens and a second lens L2, and a third lens L3 in the form of a convex meniscus lens disposed in
order from the object side. The first lens L1 has a convex face directed to the object side. The third lens L3 has a convex
face directed to the object side. The second lens set G2 is formed from a cemented lens of a fourth lens L4 in the form
of a concave lens, a fifth lens L5 in the form of a biconcave lens and a sixth lens L6 in the form of a convex lens disposed
in order from the object side. The third lens set G3 includes a seventh lens L7 in the form of a biconvex lens having
faces at least one of which is an aspheric face. The fourth lens set G4 is formed from a three-element cemented lens
of an eighth lens L8 in the form of a convex lens, a ninth lens L9 in the form of a concave lens and a tenth lens L10 in
the form of a convex lens disposed in order from the object side. At least one of a face of the fourth lens set G4 most
adjacent the object side and a face of the fourth lens set G4 most adjacent the image side is formed as an aspheric
face. It is to be noted that an iris IR is interposed between the third lens set G3 and the fourth lens set G4.
[0148] Further, the zoom lens 2C is formed so as to satisfy, where the focal length of the fourth lens set G4 is represented
by f4, 2.5 < f4/fw2 < 5 (conditional expression 5).
[0149] Incidentally, the zoom lens 2C is designed intending that, even if the focal length is shifted as a result of
movement of the additional lens set G5 and the second optical low pass filter F2 to and from the respective positions
on the optical axis between the fourth lens set G4 and the image pickup element 12, the total length from the first lens
set G1 to the image pickup element 12 does not vary.
[0150] Subsequently, the conditional expressions 2 to 5 which prescribe the configuration the image pickup apparatus
1C and the zoom lens 2C are described.
[0151] The conditional equation 2 prescribes a condition necessary to make it possible to materialize the configuration
wherein a thick positive lens set having a positive refractive index is additionally provided as a total thickness of the
additional lens set G5 and the second optical low pass filter F2.
[0152] In particular, if the value of "S5/fw2" is lower than the lower limit value therefor, then the sufficient effect of
reducing the focal length and the object of making the overall length invariable cannot be achieved. On the other hand,
if the value of "S5/fw2" is higher than the upper limit value therefor, then the additional lens set G5 is excessively thick
and cannot be inserted into the space as a back focus.
[0153] The conditional expression 3 prescribes a condition for correcting a variation of the spherical aberration caused
by the movement of the additional lens set G5 and the second optical low pass filter F2 to and from the respective
positions on the optical axis. It is to be noted that, since the additional lens set G5 is a positive lens set, a spherical
aberration on the under side is liable to appear. However, if a negative refractive index is provided to the interface whose
concave face is directed to the object side disposed in a converging light flux, then an effect of correcting a spherical
aberration on the under side is obtained.
[0154] Then, if the value of "fw2·(n52 - n51)/r52" is higher than the upper limit value therefor, then it is difficult to correct
a spherical aberration on the under side. On the other hand, if the value of "fw2·(n52 - n51)/r52" is lower than the lower
limit value therefor, then the spherical aberration is liable to come to the over side, and also the image plane is curved
to the over side to such a degree that it is difficult to correct the image plane.
[0155] The conditional equation 4 prescribes a condition for correcting a curve of the image plane. If the condition
prescribed by the conditional expression 3 given hereinabove is satisfied and the spherical aberration on the under side
is corrected, then an image plane curve aberration on the over side is generated by the additional lens set G5 and the
second optical low pass filter F2. However, if the condition prescribed by the conditional expression 4 is satisfied such
that the aspheric shape of the face of the additional lens set G5 on the object side is set so as to provide a deformation
amount from the generating spherical face in a direction in which the curvature increases as the distance from the optical
axis increases, then the influence by the condition prescribed by the conditional expression 3 can be canceled to correct
the image plane curve aberration. In order to keep a good condition with regard to the spherical aberration and the image
plane curve irrespective of the movement of the additional lens set G5 and the second optical low pass filter F2 to and
from the positions on the optical axis, it is important to keep a good balance between the condition prescribed by the
conditional expression 3 and the condition prescribed by the conditional expression 4.
[0156] If the value of "∆5/fw2" in the conditional expression 4 is lower than the lower limit therefor, then the influence
of the condition prescribed by the conditional expression 3 remains, and the image plane is curved to the over side. On
the other hand, if the value of "∆5/fw2" is higher than the upper limit therefor, then the spherical aberration is curved to
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the under side, and it is difficult to keep a good balance.
[0157] The conditional expression 5 prescribes a condition for assuring a back focus suitable for the movement of the
additional lens set G5 and the second optical low pass filter F2 to and from the positions on the optical axis without
increasing the size of the entire lens system.
[0158] In particular, if the value of "f4/fw2" is lower than the lower limit therefor, then the back focus becomes short.
On the other hand, if the value of "f4/fw2" is higher than the upper limit therefor, then the back focus becomes so long
that, as a lens to be inserted in the back focus, an element proximate to a prism for separating light into three colors of
R, G and B is required. Therefore, increase in size and cost of the zoom lens 2C cannot be avoided.
[0159] Now, numerical value examples 5 and 6 with which the zoom lens 2C is materialized based on the configuration
shown in FIG. 30 are described. It is to be noted that the numerical value example 5 relates to the zoom lens 2C in a
state in the still picture mode in which the first to fourth lens sets G1 to G4 shown in FIG. 30 are used while the numerical
value example 6 relates to the zoom lens 2C in another state in the moving picture mode (FIG. 34) in which the additional
lens set G5 and the second optical low pass filter F2 are additionally used in the configuration shown in FIG. 30.
[0160] In the following description, "Si" indicates the ith face as counted from the object side, "ri" the radius of curvature
of the i-th face "Si" as counted from the object side, "di" the face-to-face distance between the i-th face "Si" and the (i+1)
th face "Si+1" as counted from the object side, "ni" the refractive index of the material of the i-th lens "Li" on the "d" line,
"vi" the Abbe number of the material of the i-th lens "Li" on the "d" line, "nQ" and "vQ" indicate the refractive index and
the Abbe number of the material of the optical low pass filter, and "nFL" and "vFL" the refractive index and the Abbe
number of the material of another filter FL. Further, it is assumed that, where "xi" represents the depth of the aspheric
face and "H" represents the height from the optical axis, the aspheric face is defined by the expression 1 given hereinabove.
[0161] Numerical values of the numerical value example 5 of the zoom lens 2C are indicated in Table 14 (refer to FIG.
30). It is to be noted that the numerical values with regard to the first to fourth lens sets G1 to G4 are same (refer to
Table 1) as those in the numerical value example 1 of the zoom lens 2 according to the first embodiment described
hereinabove. Accordingly, Table 14 indicates only the numerical values of the additional lens set G5 and those numerical
values at portions on the image side with respect to the additional lens set G5.

[0162] It is to be noted that the values of the fourth-, sixth-, eighth- and tenth-order aspheric coefficients A4, A6, A8
and A10 of the eleventh face S11 and the fourteenth face S14 each formed as an aspheric face are same as those in
the first embodiment described hereinabove. Therefore, Table 2 is quoted for them.
[0163] Table 15 indicates the face-to-face distances d5, d10, d13 and d17 which vary in response to the focal length,
F number, angle of view (2ω) and zooming at the wide angle end, intermediate focus position and tele-side end of the
zoom lens 2C in the numerical value example 5.

[0164] FIGS. 31A to 33C indicate the spherical aberrations, astigmatisms and distortion aberrations at the focal lengths

Table 14

ri di ni vi

F1 8 d=1.14 nQ=1.544 vQ=59

8 d=1.2

Filter 8 d=0.5 nFL=1.51680 vFL=64.2

8 back focus = 0.8

Table 15

Wide angle end Intermediate focus position Tele-side end

Focal length 4.61 22.27 44.44

F number 2.14 2.65 2.14

Angle of view (degrees) 62.6 13.4 6.64

d5 0.8 11.95 15.45

d10 15.45 4.30 0.8

d13 5.58 2.17 5.41

d17 7.92 11.33 8.09
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in the numerical value example 5. It is to be noted that, in the spherical aberration views, a solid line indicates values
on the "d" line, a broken line indicates values on a "g" line, and an alternate long and short dash line indicates values
on a C line. In the astigmatism views, a solid line indicates values of the sagittal image plane distortion and a broken
line indicates values of the meridional image plane distortion.
[0165] Numerical values of the numerical value example 6 where the additional lens set G5 and the second optical
low pass filter F2 are positioned on the optical axis as seen in FIG. 34 in the numerical value example 1 described
hereinabove are indicated in Table 16. It is to be noted that, also Table 16 indicates only the numerical values of the
additional lens set G5 and those numerical values at portions on the image side with respect to the additional lens set G5.

[0166] Table 17 indicates the fourth-, sixth-, eighth- and tenth-order aspheric coefficients A4, A6, A8 and A10 of the
eighteenth face S18 formed from an aspheric face.

[0167] Table 18 indicates the face-to-face distances d5, d10, d13 and d17 which vary in response to the focal length,
F number, angle of view (2ω) and zooming at the wide angle end, intermediate focus position and tele-side end of the
zoom lens 2C in the numerical value example 6.

[0168] FIGS. 35A to 37C indicate the spherical aberrations, astigmatisms and distortion aberrations at the focal lengths
in the case of the numerical value example 6. It is to be noted that, in the spherical aberration views, a solid line indicates
values on the "d" line, a broken line indicates values on the "g" line, and an alternate long and short dash line indicates
values on the C line. In the astigmatism views, a solid line indicates values of the sagittal image plane distortion and a
broken line indicates values of the meridional image plane distortion.

Table 16

ri di ni vi

r18=14.529 d18=2.13 n11=1.58313 v11=59.5

r19=-9.36 d19=1.6 n12=1.80420 v12=46.5

r20=153.5 d20=0.5

F2 8 d=0.6 nQ=1.544 vQ=59

8 d=1.89

F1 8 d=1.14 nQ=1.544 vQ=59

8 d=1.2

Filter 8 d=0.5 nFL=1.51680 vFL=64.2

8 back focus = 0.8

Table 17

Aspheric Coefficient A4 A6 A8 A10

S18 +0.5892�10-4 +0.3239�10-4 -0.3407�10-5 +0.1457�10-6

Table 18

Wide angle end Intermediate focus position Tele-side end

Focal length 3.93 19.00 37.92

F number 1.83 2.26 1.83

Angle of view (degrees) 62.6 13.4 6.64

d5 0.8 11.95 15.45

d10 15.45 4.30 0.8

d13 5.58 2.17 5.41

d17 1.2 4.61 1.37
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[0169] It is to be noted that the particular shapes and structures of the components disclosed in connection with the
embodiments described above indicate mere examples of materialization in carrying out the present invention, and the
technical scope of the present invention shall not be interpreted restrictively by them.

Industrial Applicability

[0170] In the image pickup apparatus of the present invention, when the first image pickup mode is selected, the
additional lens set is moved from the position on the optical axis to elongate the focal length range. However, when the
second image pickup mode is selected, the additional lens set is moved to the position on the optical axis to reduce the
focal length range. Consequently, the variation of the image pickup angle of view caused by a difference between the
effective screen regions in the first image pickup mode and the second image pickup mode can be moderated to prevent
a user from having a sense of incongruity upon changeover between the first image pickup mode and the second image
pickup mode.
[0171] Further, with the zoom lens of the present invention, the variation of the image pickup angle of view caused by
a difference of the size of the effective screen region of the image pickup element in response to selection of an image
pickup mode can be moderated, and a video image of a high quality whose various aberrations are corrected well can
be obtained. Accordingly, where the zoom lens is applied to an image pickup lens for an image pickup apparatus which
has image pickup modes in which, for example, the size of the effective screen region is different, when the additional
lens set is moved from the position on the optical axis, the focal length range is elongated, but when the additional lens
set is moved to the position on the optical axis, the focal length range is reduced. Consequently, the variation of the
image pickup angle of view caused by a difference in size of the effective screen region can be moderated to prevent
a user from having a sense of incongruity upon changeover between the first image pickup mode and the second image
pickup mode.

Claims

1. An image pickup apparatus (1C) which includes a zoom lens (2C) and an image pickup element (12) and has a first
image pickup mode and a second image pickup mode which can be arbitrarily selected upon image pickup by said
image pickup apparatus, said image pickup apparatus being configured such that, when the first image pickup mode
is selected, an image pickup plane of said image pickup element is used over a range as great as possible as an
effective screen region and individual information obtained from each of pixels of said image pickup element is
extracted as information of one pixel to form an image, but when the second image pickup mode is selected, said
image pickup plane of said image pickup element is used over a smaller range than that when the first image pickup
mode is selected as an effective screen region and information obtained by mixing information obtained from each
plurality of adjacent ones of the pixels of said image pickup element is extracted as information of one pixel to form
an image having a pixel pitch rougher than that of the image obtained in the first image pickup mode, wherein

a normally fixed optical low pass filter (F1) is disposed on the optical axis between said zoom lens and said
image pickup element,
said zoom lens includes, at a position nearest to the image side, an additional lens set (G5) having a positive
refractive power and provided for movement to and from a position on the optical axis and a movable optical
low pass filter (F2) mounted for integral movement with said additional lens set,
said additional lens set and said movable optical low pass filter are moved, in response to changeover from the
first image pickup mode to the second image pickup mode, to the respective positions on the optical axis to
shift a focal length range of said zoom lens to the shorter side and provide a low pass effect corresponding to
the rougher pixel pitch but are moved, in response to changeover from the second image pickup mode to the
first image pickup mode, from the respective positions on the optical axis to shift the focal length range to the
longer side thereby to moderate a variation of an angle of view which is caused by a difference in dimension of
the effective screen region of said image pickup element when the first image pickup mode is selected and
when the second image pickup mode is selected and provide a low pass effect corresponding to the finer pixel
pitch, and
states of pertaining components of said image pickup apparatus are set in conformity with the first image pickup
mode or the second image pickup mode in response to detection of the movement of said additional lens set
and said movable optical low pass filter to or from the respective positions on the optical axis.

2. An image pickup apparatus according to claim 1, characterized in that
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said zoom lens further includes a plurality of fixed lens sets (G1, G3) each having a normally fixed position and
a movable lens set (G2, G4) having a movable position, and that
said fixed lens sets and said image pickup element are retained integrally on a fixed lens barrel such that the
positional relationship between said fixed lens sets and said image pickup element is fixed so as to keep an
image forming position fixed irrespective of whether said additional lens set and said movable optical low pass
filter are positioned on the optical axis or moved from the optical axis.

3. A zoom lens for inclusion in an image pickup apparatus according to claim 1 or claim 2,

said zoom lens further including, in order from the object side, a first lens set (G1) having a positive refractive
index and having a normally fixed position, a second lens set (G2) having a negative refractive index and
movable along the optical axis to principally perform power variation, a third lens set (G3) having a positive
refractive index and having a normally fixed position, a fourth lens set (G4) having a positive refractive index
and movable along the optical axis to perform correction of a variation of the image position and focusing, said
additional lens set having a positive refractive index, and said movable optical low pass filter,
said first lens set including, in order from the object side, a cemented lens of a first lens (L1) in the form of a
concave meniscus lens having a convex face directed to the object side and a second lens (L2) in the form of
a convex lens, and a third lens (L3) in the form of a convex meniscus lens having a convex face directed to the
object side,
said second lens set including, in order from the object side, a cemented lens of a fourth lens (L4) in the form
of a concave lens, a fifth lens (L5) in the form of a biconcave lens and a sixth lens (L6) in the form of a convex lens,
said third lens set including a seventh lens (L7) in the form of a biconvex lens having faces at least one of which
is an aspheric face,
said fourth lens set including, in order from the object side, a three-element cemented lens of an eighth lens
(L8) in the form of a convex lens, a ninth lens (L9) in the form of a concave lens and a tenth lens (L10) in the
form of a convex lens, and at least one of a face of said fourth lens set most adjacent the object side and a face
of said fourth lens set most adjacent the image side is formed as an aspheric face,
said additional lens set including, in order from the object side, a cemented lens of a biconvex lens (L11) whose
face on the object side is formed as an aspheric face and a biconcave lens (L12),
said movable optical low pass filter being held integrally with said additional lens set on the image side with
respect to said additional lens set for movement to and from the position on the optical axis,
said additional lens set and said movable optical low pass filter shifting the focal length range of said zoom lens
between when said additional lens set and said movable optical low pass filter are positioned on the optical
axis and when said additional lens set and said movable optical low pass filter are positioned outside the optical
axis, and that
said zoom lens satisfying conditions of

0.7 < S5/fw2 < 2.5
-0.11 < fw2·(n52 - n51)/r52 < -0.085
0.003 < ∆5/fw2 < 0.01
2.5 < f4/fw2 < 5

where S5 is the total thickness of said additional lens set, fw2 the focal length at the wide angle end of the lens
system including said first to fourth lens sets and said additional lens set, n51 the refractive index of the biconvex
lens of said additional lens set on a "d" line, n52 the refractive index of said biconcave lens of said additional lens
set on the "d" line, r52 the radius of curvature of the interface of said additional lens set, and ∆5 the amount of
deformation of the aspheric face of said additional lens set from a generating face at a position of an effective radius
(the deformation amount is in the positive where the deformation amount is provided on the image side), and f4 the
focal length of said fourth lens set.

Patentansprüche

1. Bildabtastvorrichtung (1C), welche eine Zoomlinse (2C) und ein Bildahtastelement (12) aufweist, und einen ersten
Bildabtastmodus und einen zweiten Bildabtastmodus hat, welche willkürlich-aufder Bildabtasteinrichtung durch die
Bildabtastvorrichtung ausgewählt werden können, wobei die Bildabtastvorrichtung so ausgebildet ist, dass, wenn
der erste Bildabtastmodus ausgewählt ist, eine Bildabtastebene des Bildabtastelements über einen Bereich so groß
wie möglich als effektiver Bildschirmbereich verwendet wird, und individuelle Information, welche von jedem der
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Pixel des Bildabtastelements erlangt wird, als Information eines Pixels extrahiert wird, um ein Bild zu bilden, jedoch,
wenn der zweite Bildabtastmodus ausgewählt ist, die Bildabtastebene des Bildabtastelements über einen kleineren
Bereich als der, wenn der erste Bildabtastmodus ausgewählt wird, als ein effektiver Bildschirmbereich verwendet
wird, und Information, welche durch Mischen von Information erlangt wird, welche von jeder Mehrheit von benach-
barten Pixeln des Bildabtastelements erlangt wird, als Information eines Pixels extrahiert wird, um ein Bild, welches-
eine Pixelteilung hat, welche grober ist als die des Bilds, welche im ersten Bildabtastmodus erlangt wird, zu bilden,
wobei

ein normal fixiertes optisches Tiefpassfilter (F1) auf der optischen Achse zwischen der Zoomlinse und dem
Bildabtastelement angeordnet ist,
die Zoomlinse an einer Position am nächsten zur Bildseite-einen Zusatzlinsensatz (G5) aufweist, der eine
positive Brechungsleistung hat und der zur Bewegung zu und von einer Position auf der optischen Achse
vorgesehen ist, und ein bewegbares optisches Tiefpassfilter (F2), welches zur integrierten Bewegung mit dem
Zusatzlinsensatz befestigt ist,
der Zusatzlinsensatz und das bewegbare optische Tiefpassfilter als Antwort auf das Umschalten vom ersten
Bildabtastmodus auf den zweiten Bildabtastmodus auf die entsprechenden Positionen auf der optischen Achse
bewegt werden, um einen Fokussierungslängenbereich der Zoomlinse auf die kürzere Seite zu verschieben
und um einen Tiefpasseffekt entsprechend der gröberen Pixelteilung bereitzustellen, jedoch-  als Antwort auf
das Umschalten von dem zweiten Bildabtastmodus auf den ersten Bildabtastmodus - von den entsprechenden
Positionen auf der optischen Achse bewegt werden, um den Fokussierungslängenbereich auf die längere Seite
zu verschieben, um dadurch eine Schwankung eines Blickwinkels zu dämpfen, welche als Differenz der Ab-
messung des-effektiven Bildschirmbereichs des Bildabtastelements verursacht wird, wenn der erste Bildab-
tastmodus ausgewählt wird, und, wenn der zweite Bildabtastmodus ausgewählt ist, einen Tiefpasseffekt ent-
sprechend der feineren Pixelteilung bereitzustellen, und
Zustände betreffender Komponenten der Bildabtastvorrichtung konform mit dem ersten Bildabtastmodus oder
dem zweiten Bildabtastmodus als Antwort auf die Ermittlung der Bewegung des Zusatzlinsensatzes und des
bewegbaren optischen Tiefpassfilter zu oder von den jeweiligen Positionen auf der optischen Achse gesetzt
werden.

2. Bildabtastvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

die Zoomlinse außerdem mehrere feste Linsensätze (G1, G3) aufweist, wobei jeder eine normal fixierte Position
hat, und einen bewegbaren Linsensatz (G2, G4), der eine bewegbare Position hat, und dass
die festen Linsensätze und das Bildabtastelement integriert auf einer fixieren Linsentrommel gehalten werden,
so dass die Positionsbeziehung zwischen den festen Linsensätzen und dem Bildabtastelement fest ist, um
somit eine Bilderzeugungsposition zu halten, welche unabhängig davon fixiert ist, ob der Zusatzlinsensatz und
das bewegbare optische Tiefpasslinsenfilter auf der optischen Achse fixiert sind oder von der optischen Achse
bewegt werden.

3. Zoomlinse zur Einbeziehung in einer Bildabtastvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,
wobei die Zoomlinse außerdem in der Reihenfolge von der Objektseite einen ersten Linsensatz (G1) aufweist,
welcher einen positiven Brechungsindex hat, und einen normal fixierte Position hat, einen zweiten Linsensatz (G2),
welcher einen negativen Brechungsindex hat und längs der optischen Achse bewegbar ist, um hauptsächlich Lei-
stungsschwankung durchzuführen, einen dritten Linsensatz (G3), welcher einen positiven Brechungsindex hat und
eine normal fixierte Position hat, einen vierten Linsensatz (G4), der einen positiven Brechungsindex hat und längs
der optischen Achse bewegbar ist, um Korrektur einer Schwankung der Bildposition und Fokussierung durchzufüh-
ren, den Zusatzlinsensatz, der einen positiven Brechungsindex hat, und das bewegbare optische Tiefpassfilter,
wobei der erste Linsensatz in der Reihenfolge von der Objektseite eine verklebte Linse einer ersten Linse (L1) in
Form einer-konkaven Meniskuslinse aufweist, welche eine konvexe Fläche hat, welche auf die Objektseite gerichtet
ist, und einen zweite Linse (L2) in Form einer konvexen Linse, und eine-dritte Linse (L3) in Form einer konvexen
Meniskuslinse, welche-eine konvexe Fläche hat, welche auf die Objektseite gerichtet ist,
wobei der zweite Linsensatz in der Reihenfolge von der Objektseite eine verklebte Linse einer vierten Linse (L4) in
Form einer konkaven Linse aufweist, eine fünfte Linse (L5) in Form einer bikonkaven Linse und eine sechste Linse
(L6) in Form einer konvexen Linse,
wobei der dritte Linsensatz eine siebte Linse (L7) in Form einer bikonvexen Linse aufweist, welche Flächen hat,
von der zumindest eine eine asphärische Fläche ist,
wobei der vierte Linsensatz in der Reihenfolge von der Objektseite eine Dreielement-Verklebungslinse einer achten
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Linse (L8) in Form einer konvexen Linse aufweist, eine neunte Linse (L9) in Form einer konkaven Linse und eine
zehnte Linse (L10) in Form einer konvexen Linse, und zumindest eine von einer Fläche des vierten Linsensatzes,
welcher am meisten benachbart zur Objektseite ist, und eine Fläche des vierten Linsensatzes, der am meisten
benachbart zur Bildseite ist, als asphärische Fläche ausgebildet ist,
wobei der Zusatzlinsensatz in der Reihenfolge von der Objektseite eine verklebte Linse eine bikonvexe Linsen (L11),
deren Fläche auf der Objektseite als eine asphärische Fläche ausgebildet ist, und eine bikonkave Linse (L12)
aufweist,
wobei das bewegbare optische Tiefpassfilter integriert mit dem Zusatzlinsensatz auf der Bildseite in Bezug auf den
Zusatzlinsensatz zur Bewegung zu und von der Position auf der optischen Achse gehalten wird,
der Zusatzlinsensatz und das bewegbare optische Tiefpassfilter, welches den Fokussierungslängenbereich der
Zoomlinse dazwischen verschieben, wenn der Zusatzlinsensatz und der bewegbare optische Tiefpassfilter auf der
optischen Achse bewegt werden und wenn der Zusatzlinsensatz und das bewegbare optische Tiefpassfilter außer-
halb der optischen Achse gebildet sind, und wobei
die Zoomlinse die folgenden Bedingungen erfüllt:

0,7 < S5/fw2 < 2,5
-0,11 < fw2 · (n52 - n51) /r52 < -0,085
0,003 < ∆5/fw2 < 0,01
2,5 < f4/fw2 < 5

wobei S5 die Gesamtdicke des Zusatzlinsensatzes ist, fw2 die Fokussierungslänge in dem breiten Winkelende des
Linsensystems einschließlich des ersten bis vierten Linsensatzes und des zusätzlichen Linsensatzes ist, n51 der
Brechungsindex der bikonvexen Linse des Zusatzlinsensatzes auf einer "d" Linie ist, n52 der Brechungsindex der
bikonkaven Linse des Zusatzlinsensatzes auf der "d"-Linie ist, r52 der Radius einer Krümmung der Grenze des
Zusatzlinsensatzes ist, und ∆5 der Deformationsgrad der asphärischen Fläche des Zusatzlinsensatzes von einer
Erzeugungsfläche an einer Position eines effektiven Radius ist (der Deformationsgrad ist im positiven Bereich, wenn
der Deformationsgrad auf der Bildseite vorgesehen ist), und f4 die Fokussierungslänge des vierten Linsensatzes ist.

Revendications

1. Appareil de prise d’image (1C) qui inclut un objectif à focale variable (2C) et un élément de prise d’image (12) et
présente un premier mode de prise d’image et un second mode de prise d’image qui peuvent être sélectionnés de
façon arbitraire lors d’une prise d’image par ledit appareil de prise d’image, ledit appareil de prise d’image étant
configuré de telle sorte que, lorsque le premier mode de prise d’image est sélectionné, un plan de prise d’image
dudit élément de prise d’image est utilisé sur une plage aussi grande que possible en tant que région d’écran réelle
et les informations individuelles obtenues à partir de chacun des pixels dudit élément de prise d’image sont extraites
en tant qu’informations d’un pixel pour former une image, mais lorsque le second mode de prise d’image est
sélectionné, ledit plan de prise d’image dudit élément de prise d’image est utilisé sur une plage inférieure à celle
occupée lorsque le premier mode de prise d’image est sélectionné en tant que région d’écran réelle et les informa-
tions, obtenues en mélangeant les informations obtenues à partir de chacun des pixels adjacents de la pluralité de
pixels dudit élément de prise d’image, sont extraites en tant qu’informations d’un pixel pour former une image ayant
un pas de pixel plus gros que l’image obtenue dans le premier mode de prise d’image, dans lequel

un filtre passe-bas optique normalement fixe (F1) est disposé sur l’axe optique entre ledit objectif à focale
variable et ledit élément de prise d’image,
ledit objectif à focale variable inclut, dans une position la plus proche du côté image, un ensemble objectif
supplémentaire (G5) ayant une puissance de réfraction positive et prévu pour se déplacer vers et depuis une
position sur l’axe optique et un filtre passe-bas optique mobile (F2) monté pour un déplacement intégral avec
ledit ensemble objectif supplémentaire,
ledit ensemble objectif supplémentaire et ledit filtre passe-bas optique mobile sont déplacés, en réponse au
passage du premier mode de prise d’image au second mode de prise d’image, dans les positions respectives
sur l’axe optique pour déplacer une plage de longueur focale dudit objectif à longueur focale vers le côté plus
court et donner un effet passe-bas correspondant au pas de pixel plus gros mais sont déplacés, en réponse
au passage du second mode de prise d’image au premier mode de prise d’image, depuis les positions respectives
sur l’axe optique pour déplacer la plage de longueur focale vers le côté plus long, pour modérer de ce fait une
variation d’un angle de vue qui est causée par une différence de dimension de la région d’écran réelle dudit
élément de prise d’image lorsque le premier mode de prise d’image est sélectionné et lorsque le second mode
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de prise d’image est sélectionné et pour donner un effet passe-bas correspondant au pas de pixel plus fin, et
les états des composantes correspondantes dudit appareil de prise d’image sont mis en conformité avec le
premier mode de prise d’image ou le second mode de prise d’image en réponse à la détection du déplacement
dudit ensemble objectif supplémentaire et dudit filtre passe-bas optique mobile vers ou depuis les positions
respectives sur l’axe optique.

2. Appareil de prise d’image selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce que

ledit objectif à focale variable inclut en outre une pluralité d’ensembles objectifs fixes (G1, G3) ayant chacun
une position normalement fixe et un ensemble objectif mobile (G2, G4) ayant une position mobile, et en ce que
lesdits ensembles objectifs fixes et ledit élément de prise d’image sont retenus de façon intégrale sur une
monture d’objectif fixe de sorte que la relation positionnelle entre lesdits ensembles objectifs fixes et ledit élément
de prise d’image soit fixe de manière à conserver une position de formation d’image fixe, que ledit ensemble
objectif supplémentaire et ledit filtre passe-bas optique mobile soient positionnés sur l’axe optique ou qu’ils
soient déplacés depuis l’axe optique.

3. Objectif à focale variable pour inclusion dans un appareil de prise d’image selon la revendication 1 ou la revendication
2,

ledit objectif à focale variable incluant en outre, dans l’ordre à partir du côté objet, un premier ensemble objectif
(G1) ayant un indice de réfraction positif et ayant une position normalement fixe, un deuxième ensemble objectif
(G2) ayant un indice de réfraction négatif et mobile le long de l’axe optique pour effectuer principalement une
variation de puissance, un troisième ensemble objectif (G3) ayant un indice de réfraction positif et ayant une
position normalement fixe, un quatrième ensemble objectif (G4) ayant un indice de réfraction positif et mobile
le long de l’axe optique pour effectuer la correction d’une variation de la position d’image et de la mise au point,
ledit ensemble objectif supplémentaire ayant un indice de réfraction positif, et ledit filtre passe-bas optique
mobile,
ledit premier ensemble objectif incluant, dans l’ordre à partir du côté objet, un verre collé d’un premier verre
(L1) sous la forme d’un verre ménisque concave ayant une face convexe dirigée vers le côté objet et d’un
second verre (L2) sous la forme d’un objectif convexe, et un troisième verre (L3) sous la forme d’un objectif
ménisque convexe ayant une face convexe dirigée vers le côté objet,
ledit deuxième ensemble objectif incluant, dans l’ordre à partir du côté objet, un verre collé d’un quatrième verre
(L4) sous la forme d’un objectif concave, d’un cinquième verre (L5) sous la forme d’un objectif biconcave et
d’un sixième verre (L6) sous la forme d’un objectif convexe,
ledit troisième ensemble objectif incluant un septième verre (L7) sous la forme d’un verre biconvexe ayant des
faces dont au moins une est une face asphérique,
ledit quatrième ensemble objectif incluant, dans l’ordre à partir du côté objet, un verre collé en trois éléments
d’un huitième verre (L8) sous la forme d’un verre convexe, d’un neuvième verre (L9) sous la forme d’un verre
concave et d’un dixième verre (L10) sous la forme d’un verre convexe, et au moins une face parmi une face
dudit quatrième ensemble objectif la plus adjacente au côté objet et une face dudit quatrième ensemble objectif
la plus adjacente au côté image est formée en tant que face asphérique,
ledit ensemble objectif supplémentaire incluant, dans l’ordre à partir du côté objet, un verre collé d’un verre
biconvexe (L11) dont la face sur le côté objet est formée comme une face asphérique et d’un verre biconcave
(L12),
ledit filtre passe-bas optique mobile étant maintenu de façon intégrale avec ledit ensemble objectif supplémen-
taire sur le côté image par rapport audit ensemble objectif supplémentaire pour un déplacement vers et depuis
la position sur l’axe optique,
ledit ensemble objectif supplémentaire et ledit filtre passe-bas optique mobile déplaçant la plage de longueur
focale dudit objectif à focale variable lorsque ledit ensemble objectif supplémentaire et ledit filtre passe-bas
optique mobile sont positionnés sur l’axe optique et lorsque ledit ensemble objectif supplémentaire et ledit filtre
passe-bas optique mobile sont positionnés à l’extérieur de l’axe optique, et ledit objectif à focale variable ré-
pondant aux conditions de

0,7 < S5/fw2 < 2,5
-0,11 < fw2 · (n52 - n51)/r52 < -0,085
0,003 < ∆5/fw2 < 0,01
2,5 < f4/fw2 < 5
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où S5 est l’épaisseur totale dudit ensemble objectif supplémentaire, fw2 la longueur focale à l’extrémité grand angle
du système objectif incluant lesdits premier à quatrième ensembles objectifs et ledit ensemble objectif supplémen-
taire, n51 l’indice de réfraction du verre biconvexe dudit ensemble objectif supplémentaire sur une ligne « d », n52
l’indice de réfraction dudit verre biconcave dudit ensemble objectif supplémentaire sur la ligne « d », r52 le rayon
de courbure de l’interface dudit ensemble objectif supplémentaire, et ∆5 le degré de déformation de la face asphérique
dudit ensemble objectif supplémentaire à partir d’une face de génération dans une position d’un rayon réel (la
quantité de déformation est dans le positif lorsque la quantité de déformation est effectuée sur le côté image), et f4
la longueur focale dudit quatrième ensemble objectif.
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