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(57) A ridge direction extraction device capable of
extracting ridge directions accurately even in direction
unstable areas is provided. In the ridge direction extrac-
tion device, a zone direction extractor calculates ridge
directions and direction confidence of each zone, and a
high confidence zone area determiner determines a high
confidence zone area. A direction expectation calculator
selects a propagation candidate zone and a reference

zone, and calculates direction expectation of the ridge
direction of the propagation candidate zone based on the
ridge direction and distance of the reference zone. A
propagation zone direction extractor recalculates the di-
rection confidence calculated by the zone direction ex-
tractor based on the direction expectation of each prop-
agation candidate zone, and extracts the ridge direction
of a propagation candidate zone based on the direction
confidence recalculated.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a technique for
extracting ridge directions in respective zones from a fin-
gerprint image divided into a plurality of zones. In partic-
ular, the present invention relates to a ridge direction ex-
traction device and the like, capable of extracting ridge
directions accurately even in areas such as near core
and delta where ridge directions are unstable.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] Conventionally, various proposals have been
made for ridge direction extraction devices.
[0003] For example, conventional art shown in Japa-
nese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 52-97298 or in
its U.S.Pat.No.5717786 (Patent Document 1) utilizes a
fact that relating to the direction of a streak in a pixel of
a streaked pattern image, contrast of gray scale is smaller
in a direction same as the streak but is larger in a direction
orthogonal to the streak, whereby extreme values in the
amount of gray scale contrast with reference to prede-
termined multiple quantizing directions are calculated to
thereby determine the direction of streak from the ex-
treme values.
[0004] In Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No.
8-7097 (Patent Document 2), a gradient vector is calcu-
lated in a pixel in which ridge direction is to be defined
to thereby determine the ridge direction of each pixel.
[0005] Further, in Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publi-
cation No. 2002-288641 or in its U.S.Pat.No.7027626
(Patent Document 3), two-dimensional Fourier transfor-
mation is performed in a local area in which ridge direc-
tions are to be defined, and by analyzing the peak of the
resultant Fourier-transformed plane, ridge directions in
the local area are determined.
[0006] For reducing the calculation amount, ridge di-
rections are often extracted by a small area (zone) unit
of about 8*8 pixels without being calculated for all pixels.
[0007] In the conventional art described above, ridge
directions are extracted locally. In this case, "locally"
means that ridge directions are determined by only using
gray scales of pixel groups near the watched pixel, so
consistency with the ridge directions of the whole finger-
prints is not considered. In such a method of extracting
ridge directions, ridge directions are extracted locally by
using gray-scale contrasts only in nearby pixel groups,
so erroneous ridge directions have been extracted easily
due to wrinkles or scars. Further, in areas near core and
delta where ridge curvature is high, there has often been
a case where accurate ridge directions cannot be extract-
ed.
[0008] In order to correct ridge directions extracted er-
roneously, some methods of smoothing ridge direction

patterns have been proposed. Japanese Patent Laid-
Open Publication No. 5-181956 or in its U.S. Pat.No.
5608811 (Patent Document 4) discloses an example.
[0009] However, smoothing processing of ridge direc-
tions depends on ridge directions extracted locally in
ridge direction extraction processing and the direction
confidence data thereof, so even in the ridge directions
to which smoothing has been performed, the accuracy
thereof has limitations. For example, if erroneous ridge
directions are extracted in a wide area affected by noises
such as wrinkles, it is impossible to correct them by
smoothing processing. Further, in areas near core and
delta where ridge direction changes significantly due to
high ridge curvature, it has been known that smoothing
processing has no effect. In this specification, an area in
which direction is stable in a relatively wide area is de-
fined as a direction stable area, and an area in which
direction changes significantly such as an area near core
or delta is defined as a direction unstable area.
[0010] In order to solve this problem, Patent Document
3 discloses a method of extracting ridge directions in
which consistency with the all ridge directions is improved
by evaluating continuity of ridges.
[0011] However, the method described in Patent Doc-
ument 3 involves a problem that it is not effective in di-
rection unstable areas, although effective in direction sta-
ble areas.
[0012] In order to explain this example, Fig. 16B shows
a case in which ridge directions are extracted by using
the conventional art disclosed in Patent Document 3 with
respect to the fingerprint image of Fig. 16A, which is
shown by being superposed on a gray-scale image. In a
direction unstable area above the core in Fig. 16A, an
erroneous direction is extracted as shown by the refer-
ence numeral 51.
[0013] Figs. 17A and 17B show processes to deter-
mine directions relating to the area shown by the refer-
ence numeral 51. In Figs. 17A and 17B, hatched zones
(e.g., F6 and F7) are high-confidence zones, and zones
in which directions are shown in white backgrounds (not
hatched)(e.g., E6 and E7 in Fig. 17A) are zones in which
directions are determined in continuity evaluation.
[0014] In this conventional art, direction of a zone is
determined by using continuity only with directions of
neighboring zones. Therefore, in E6 and E7 in Fig. 17A
for example, erroneous directions are determined since
F6 and F7 are largely affected. Further, in the next step,
since directions determined erroneously such as E6 and
E7 are referred to, erroneously extracted zones will in-
crease. As an example thereof, zones in which directions
are extracted erroneously such as zones D5, D6 and D7
shown in Fig. 17B are caused.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0015] It is therefore an object of the present invention
to provide a ridge direction extraction device and the like,
capable of extracting ridge directions accurately even in
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areas where ridge directions are unstable.
[0016] In a ridge direction extraction device of the
present invention, a zone direction extractor calculates
a ridge direction and direction confidence of each zone
formed by dividing a fingerprint image, and a high confi-
dence zone area determiner determines a high confi-
dence zone area consisting of zones with high direction
confidence. A direction expectation calculator selects a
reference zone having the shortest distance from the
propagation candidate zone in each of the search direc-
tions, and calculates direction expectation of the ridge
direction based on the ridge direction of the reference
zone and the distance. Direction expectation means a
digitized contribution given by the ridge direction of each
reference zone to the direction confidence of the propa-
gation zone.
[0017] A propagation zone direction extractor recalcu-
lates the direction confidence calculated by the zone di-
rection extractor based on the direction expectation of
each propagation zone, and based on the direction con-
fidence recalculated, ridge direction of the propagation
candidate zone is extracted.
[0018] According to the ridge direction extraction de-
vice, when the propagation zone direction extractor de-
termines the ridge direction of a propagation candidate
zone, the direction confidence outputted from the zone
direction extractor is recalculated based on direction ex-
pectation calculated based on ridge directions of the ref-
erence zone area by the direction expectation calculator,
and by using the direction confidence recalculated, the
ridge direction of the propagation zone is determined.
[0019] Therefore, even in an area where a ridge direc-
tion is unstable, it is possible to extract a further accurate
ridge direction having high continuity with the ridge di-
rections of the adjacent high confidence area and less
deviation from the actual ridge direction.
[0020] Further, when the direction expectation calcu-
lator calculates direction expectation of a propagation
candidate zone, it uses not only ridge directions of zones
adjacent to the propagation candidate zone but also ridge
direction of multiple reference zones searched in multiple
directions.
[0021] Therefore, it is possible to extract a ridge direc-
tion having continuity not only with ridge directions of
adjacent high confidence area but also with ridge direc-
tions of non-adjacent zones in high confidence area.
[0022] In the ridge direction extraction device, the
search directions may include eight directions in which
an angle between adjacent directions is π/4 radian.
[0023] With this configuration, zones typically ex-
pressed in rows and columns can be searched easily.
[0024] In the ridge direction extraction device, the di-
rection expectation calculator may be so configured as
to calculate inner angle weighting and direction weighting
contributions, to calculate a weighting contribution for
each ridge direction by summing the direction weighting
contributions for each ridge direction of the reference
zone and an average weighting contribution for each di-

rection which is an average value of the weighting con-
tributions for each ridge direction, and to calculate the
direction expectation based on the ratio between the
weighting contribution for each ridge direction and the
average weighting contribution for each direction.
[0025] With this configuration, large weighting can be
applied to a ridge direction of a reference zone in which
an angle crossing the search direction is large. Therefore,
it is possible to extract an accurate ridge direction even
for an area near the core or delta in which a looped ridge
is present.
[0026] In the ridge direction extraction device, the di-
rection expectation calculator may be so configured as
to smooth the weighting contribution for each ridge di-
rection, and to calculate the direction expectation based
on the ratio between the smoothed weighting contribution
for each ridge direction and the average weighting con-
tribution for each direction.
[0027] With this configuration, it is possible to suppress
a deviation of direction confidence after recalculation
from the direction confidence before recalculation to be
small.
[0028] In the ridge direction extraction device, if the
reference zones includes two zones adjacent to the prop-
agation candidate zone, in which search directions are
different by n radian and a difference in ridge directions
is not more than π/4 radian, the direction expectation cal-
culator may add an average of direction weighting con-
tributions for the ridge directions of the two zones to a
weighting contribution for each ridge direction of the in-
termediate ridge direction between the ridge directions
of the two zones.
[0029] With this configuration, it is possible to extract
an accurate ridge direction for a zone near the core or
delta having high curvature.
[0030] A ridge direction extraction method of the
present invention comprises the steps of: calculating the
ridge direction of each zone and direction confidence of
the ridge direction and storing them on a memory; deter-
mining a high confidence zone area which is a collection
of high confidence zones in each of which the direction
confidence is not less than a prescribed threshold; se-
lecting a reference zone, for each of a plurality of search
directions, which is a zone having the shortest distance
from a propagation candidate zone in the search direc-
tions, from the high confidence zones; calculating direc-
tion expectation based on the ridge direction of the ref-
erence zone and the distance; recalculating the direction
confidence based on information of the direction confi-
dence read out from the memory and the direction ex-
pectation; and extracting the ridge direction of the prop-
agation candidate zone based on the direction confi-
dence recalculated.
[0031] According to the ridge direction extraction
method, when ridge direction of a propagation candidate
zone is determined, the direction confidence stored on
the memory is recalculated based on direction expecta-
tion calculated based on ridge directions of the reference
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zone area, and by using the direction confidence recal-
culated, the ridge direction of the propagation zone is
determined.
[0032] Therefore, even in an area where a ridge direc-
tion is unstable, it is possible to extract a more accurate
ridge direction having high continuity with the ridge di-
rections of the adjacent high confidence area and less
deviation from the actual ridge direction.
[0033] Further, when direction expectation is calculat-
ed, not only ridge directions of zones adjacent to the prop-
agation candidate zone but also ridge directions of mul-
tiple reference zones searched in multiple directions are
used.
[0034] Therefore, it is possible to extract a ridge direc-
tion having good continuity not only with ridge directions
of high confidence area adjacent to the propagation can-
didate zone but also with ridge directions of non-adjacent
zones in high confidence area.
[0035] A ridge direction extraction method of the
present invention comprises the steps of: calculating the
ridge direction of each zone and direction confidence of
the ridge direction and storing them on a memory; deter-
mining a high confidence zone area which is a collection
of high confidence zones in each of which the direction
confidence is not less than a prescribed threshold; se-
lecting a reference zone, for each of a plurality of search
directions, which is a zone having the shortest distance
from a propagation candidate zone in the search direc-
tions, from the high confidence zones; and calculating
direction expectation based on the ridge direction of the
reference zone and the distance. The method further
comprising the steps of: determining whether distribution
of the direction expectation is large, and if the distribution
is not large, recalculating the direction confidence based
on information of the direction confidence read out from
the memory and the direction expectation, and if the dis-
tribution is large, calculating the direction confidence
from the fingerprint image by using a reference size
smaller than that used for calculating the direction con-
fidence initially, and then, based on the direction confi-
dence newly calculated and the direction expectation,
recalculating the direction confidence. Then, the ridge
direction of the propagation candidate zone is extracted
based on the direction confidence recalculated.
[0036] According to the ridge direction extraction
method, it is possible to extract a ridge direction having
good continuity not only with ridge directions of high con-
fidence area adjacent to the propagation confidence
zone but also with ridge directions of non-adjacent zones
in high confidence area. Further, it is also possible to
extract an accurate direction for a zone near the core or
delta having high curvature.
[0037] A ridge direction extraction program of the
present invention causes a computer to execute the func-
tions of: extracting a zone direction in which a ridge di-
rection of each zone and direction confidence of the ridge
direction are calculated and stored on a memory; deter-
mining a high confidence zone area which is a collection

of high confidence zones in each of which the direction
confidence is not less than a prescribed threshold; se-
lecting a reference zone, for each of a plurality of search
directions, which is a zone having the shortest distance
in the search direction from a propagation candidate
zone, from the high confidence zones; calculating direc-
tion expectation based on the ridge direction of the ref-
erence zone and the distance; recalculating the direction
confidence based on information of the direction confi-
dence read out from the memory and the direction ex-
pectation; and extracting the ridge direction of the prop-
agation candidate zone based on the direction confi-
dence recalculated in the step of recalculating.
[0038] According to the ridge direction extraction pro-
gram, the direction confidence stored on the memory is
recalculated based on direction expectation calculated
based on ridge directions of the reference zone area, and
by using the direction confidence recalculated, the ridge
direction of the propagation zone can be determined.
[0039] Therefore, by causing the computer to operate
as a ridge direction extraction device, even in an area
where a ridge direction is unstable, it is possible to extract
a more accurate ridge direction having high continuity
with the ridge directions of the adjacent high confidence
area and less deviation from the actual ridge direction.
[0040] Further, direction expectation can be calculated
by using not only ridge directions of zones adjacent to
the propagation candidate zone but also ridge directions
of multiple reference zones searched in multiple direc-
tions.
[0041] Therefore, it is possible to extract a ridge direc-
tion having good continuity not only with ridge directions
of the adjacent high confidence area but also with ridge
directions of non-adjacent zones in high confidence area.
[0042] A ridge direction extraction program of the
present invention causes a computer to execute the func-
tions of: extracting a zone direction in which a ridge di-
rection of each zone and direction confidence of the ridge
direction are calculated and stored on a memory; deter-
mining a high confidence zone area which is a collection
of high confidence zones in each of which the direction
confidence is not less than a prescribed threshold; se-
lecting a reference zone, for each of a plurality of search
directions, which is a zone having the shortest distance
in the search direction from a propagation candidate
zone, from the high confidence zones; calculating direc-
tion expectation based on the ridge direction of the ref-
erence zone and the distance; and determining whether
distribution of the direction expectation is large. If the
distribution is not large, the program causes the computer
to execute a first direction confidence recalculation func-
tion to read out the direction confidence from the memory
and to recalculate the direction confidence based on this
information and the direction expectation, and if the dis-
tribution is large, causes the computer to execute a sec-
ond direction confidence recalculation function to calcu-
late the direction confidence of the propagation candidate
zone from the fingerprint image by using a reference size
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smaller than that used in executing the function of ex-
tracting the zone direction, and based on the direction
confidence newly calculated and the direction expecta-
tion, recalculate the direction confidence. Further, the
program causes the computer to execute a function of
extracting the ridge direction of the propagation candi-
date zone based on the direction confidence recalculated
in the first direction confidence recalculation function or
the second direction confidence recalculation function.
[0043] According to the ridge direction extraction pro-
gram described above, it is possible to extract a ridge
direction having good continuity not only with ridge direc-
tions of high confidence area adjacent to the propagation
confidence zone but also with ridge directions of non-
adjacent zones in high confidence area. Further, it is also
possible to extract an accurate direction for a zone near
the core or delta having high curvature.

(Effect of the Invention)

[0044] According to the present invention, the direction
expectation calculator recalculates the direction confi-
dence based on direction expectation calculated based
on ridge directions of the reference zone area, and by
using the direction confidence recalculated, determines
the ridge direction of the propagation zone.
[0045] Therefore, even in an area where a ridge direc-
tion is unstable, it is possible to extract a more accurate
ridge direction having high continuity with the ridge di-
rections of the adjacent high confidence area and less
deviation from the actual ridge direction.
[0046] Further, direction expectation can be calculated
by using not only ridge directions of zones adjacent to
the propagation candidate zone but also ridge directions
of multiple reference zones searched in multiple direc-
tions.
[0047] Therefore, it is possible to extract a ridge direc-
tion having good continuity not only with ridge directions
of the adjacent high confidence area but also with ridge
directions of non-adjacent zones in high confidence area.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0048]

Fig. 1 is a function block diagram of a minutia ex-
traction device which is an embodiment of the
present invention;
Fig. 2 is a block diagram of a direction extraction unit;
Fig. 3 is a flowchart showing operation of the direc-
tion extraction unit as a whole and a fingerprint image
input unit;
Fig. 4 is a flowchart showing operation of a direction
expectation calculator;
Fig. 5A shows exemplary direction patterns divided
into 16 directions, and Fig. 5B shows exemplary di-
rection patterns divided into 8 directions;
Fig. 6 shows an exemplary fingerprint image divided

into zones;
Fig. 7 is a map for explaining a reference zone area
and a propagation candidate zone area;
Fig. 8A is a map showing a method of searching for
reference zones, and Fig. 8B shows an exemplary
definition of search directions;
Fig. 9A is a table for explaining a method of calcu-
lating direction weighting contribution, Fig. 9B is a
table showing an exemplary definition of inner angle
weighting, and Fig. 9C is a table for explaining a
method of calculating direction expectation;
Fig. 10 is a diagram showing a loop-shaped ridge;
Fig. 11A is a table for explaining a method of calcu-
lating direction weighting contribution, and Fig. 11B
is a table for explaining a method of calculating di-
rection expectation;
Fig. 12 is a table for explaining a method of adjusting
direction confidence;
Fig. 13 is a map showing directional patterns of the
first propagation;
Fig. 14 is a map showing directional patterns of the
second propagation;
Fig. 15 is a map showing directional patterns of the
third propagation;
Fig. 16A shows an exemplary fingerprint image, and
Fig. 16B shows ridge directions extracted by means
of conventional art; and
Figs. 17A and 17B are maps showing directional pat-
terns near the core extracted by means of conven-
tional art.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

[0049] Hereinafter, configuration and operation of a
minutia extraction device (ridge direction extraction de-
vice) 10 which is an embodiment of the present invention
will be explained with reference to the drawings.

(Configuration of minutia extraction device 10)

[0050] Fig. 1 is a function block diagram showing the
configuration of the minutia extraction device 10.
[0051] The minutia extraction device 10 is a personal
computer for example, including a fingerprint image input
unit 11, a direction extraction unit 12, a ridge extraction
unit 13, a minutia extraction unit 14 and a minutia output
unit 15.
[0052] The fingerprint image input unit 11 digitizes and
inputs a fingerprint image captured by a sensor or a scan-
ner for example. The fingerprint image input unit 11 may
input a fingerprint image, which has been digitized, as a
file.
[0053] The direction extraction unit 12 has a function
of extracting ridge direction from a fingerprint image in-
putted by the fingerprint image input unit 11.
[0054] The ridge extraction unit 13 has a function of
extracting fingerprint ridges from a fingerprint image by
using direction data extracted by the direction extraction
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unit 12.
[0055] The minutia extraction unit 14 has a function of
extracting minutiae from ridges extracted by the ridge
extraction unit 13.
[0056] The minutia output unit 15 has a function of out-
putting minutia data extracted by the minutia extraction
unit 14.
[0057] Fig. 2 is a function block diagram showing the
configuration of the ridge direction extraction unit 12.
[0058] The ridge direction extraction unit 12 includes
a data processing controller 21, a data storage (memory)
22, a zone direction extractor 23, a high confidence zone
area determiner 24, a direction expectation calculator 25,
and propagation zone direction extractor 26.
[0059] The data processing controller 21 controls
transfer of data and massages performed between the
respective units mentioned above constituting the direc-
tion extraction unit 12.
[0060] The data storage 22 consists of a RAM (Ran-
dom Access Memory) for example, which is used as an
operating area by the respective units mentioned above
constituting the ridge direction extraction unit 12. Further,
it is also used to temporarily store information calculated
by the respective units. Moreover, it is also used to store
data transferred between the fingerprint image input unit
11 and the ridge extraction unit 13 and the direction ex-
traction unit 12.
[0061] The zone direction extractor 23 captures a fin-
gerprint image via the fingerprint image input unit 11,
divides the fingerprint image into a plurality of zones, and
calculates ridge direction and its direction confidence for
each zone. This calculation can be carried out by using
conventional art. For example, as disclosed in
JP2002-288641A, it is possible to determine a ridge di-
rection in a local area by performing two-dimensional
Fourier transformation to the image in a zone in which
ridge direction is to be determined, and analyzing peaks
in the resultant Fourier-transformed plane. In this case,
the direction confidence can be defined based on the
power around the peaks.
[0062] The high confidence zone area determiner 24
determines a high confidence zone area based on the
direction confidence of the ridge direction of each zone
calculated by the zone direction extractor 23. A high con-
fidence zone area is an area in which zones having higher
direction confidence than a predetermined threshold are
adjacent continuously. The high confidence zone area
determiner 24 determines the largest high confidence
zone area among high confidence zone areas. This de-
termination is performed such that if there is only one
high confidence zone area, it is determined as the largest
high confidence zone area, and if there are two or more
high confidence zone areas, one having the largest area
is determined as the largest high confidence zone area.
Alternatively, a high confidence zone area nearest to the
core may be the largest high confidence zone area.
[0063] The high confidence zone area determiner 24
extracts zones adjacent to the largest high confidence

zone area from zones in which direction confidence is
not more than a threshold, and marks these zones as
propagation candidate zones.
[0064] The direction expectation calculator 25 search-
es respective search directions around each propagation
zone to thereby determine reference zones. The direction
expectation calculator 25 calculates inner angle weight-
ing and direction weighting contributions of the reference
zones, sums the direction weighting contributions by
each direction of the reference zones to thereby calculate
weighting contribution for each ridge direction, and cal-
culates direction expectation based on the ratio between
the weighting contribution for each ridge direction and
the average thereof.
[0065] The propagation zone direction extractor 26 re-
calculates the direction confidence of the propagation
candidate zones based on direction expectation of each
propagation candidate zone calculated by the direction
expectation calculator 25, and extracts direction of each
propagation candidate zone based on the recalculated
direction confidence.

(Operation of direction extraction unit 12)

[0066] Fig. 3 is a flowchart showing operation of the
direction extraction unit 12 as a whole and the fingerprint
image input unit 11.
[0067] In step S101 in Fig. 3, the fingerprint image input
unit 11 in Fig. 2 inputs a fingerprint image. This is per-
formed such that an image captured by a scanner is dig-
itized and inputted. Alternatively, a case of inputting a
fingerprint image file, which has been digitized, is also
acceptable, for example.
[0068] Next, in step S102 in Fig. 3, the zone direction
extractor 23 in Fig. 2 divides the inputted fingerprint im-
age into zones. Although accuracy in extracting direction
is improved by making the size of a zone smaller, the
processing time becomes longer. Therefore, the size of
a zone is set appropriately while considering the required
accuracy and processing capacity of the computer.
[0069] Next, in step S103 in Fig. 3, the zone direction
extractor 23 extracts ridge direction (hereinafter simply
referred to as "direction") and the direction confidence
for each zone. This extraction can be performed by using
conventional art.
[0070] Directions are often coded by being quantized
in 16 directions shown in Fig. 5A and 8 directions shown
in Fig. 5B.
[0071] In the example of Fig. 5A, ridge directions will
be shown in 16 directions which are increase by π/16
radian sequentially in a counterclockwise direction from
the horizontal direction. In the example of Fig. 5B, "di-
rection 0" indicates the horizontal direction, and direc-
tions are increased by π/8 radian sequentially from "di-
rection 1" in a counterclockwise direction.
[0072] As the divided number of directions increases,
accuracy is improved but the processing time becomes
longer. Therefore, the divided number of directions

9 10 



EP 1 760 636 A2

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

should be set appropriately while considering the re-
quired processing accuracy and the processing capacity
of the computer.
[0073] In the description below, directions will be ex-
pressed by the method shown in Fig. 5B.
[0074] The image shown in Fig. 6 is a cut-out area
above the core shown in Fig. 16A, and is used for ex-
plaining the operation of the direction extraction unit 12.
Further, the direction patterns shown in the respective
zones in Fig. 7 and the like correspond to the image in
Fig. 6.
[0075] In Fig. 6, the image is divided into zones of 9
rows and 6 columns. The respective zones are indicated
by expressing the columns in A to F and the rows in 1 to 9.
[0076] Direction patterns in Figs. 7 to 17 are those in-
dicated in 8 directions as shown in Fig. 5B with respect
to the image shown in Fig. 6.
[0077] In step S103, direction confidence is calculated
for the respective directions 0 to 7 shown in Fig. 5B for
each zone. Then, if there is a direction that the direction
confidence is higher than a prescribed threshold in a
zone, a direction of the highest direction confidence is
set as the direction of the zone. If there is no direction
that the direction confidence is higher than a prescribed
threshold, the direction of the zone is not determined but
suspended. In either case, the calculation results of di-
rection confidence will be stored on the data storage 22
by the data controller 21 for all directions of all zones.
[0078] Next, in step S104 in Fig. 3, the high confidence
zone area determiner 24 in Fig. 2 first extracts all zones
in which the direction confidence is higher than a pre-
scribed threshold, and then determines an area in which
the extracted zones are adjacent continuously. Such a
continuously adjacent zone area is called a high confi-
dence zone area. Two or more high confidence zone
areas may be present separately.
[0079] Next, in step S105 in Fig. 3, the high confidence
zone area determiner 24 determines the largest high con-
fidence zone area under the following rules:

1) If there is only one high confidence zone area, it
is set as the largest high confidence zone area.
2) If there are two or more high confidence zone ar-
eas, one having the largest area is set as the highest
confidence zone area. Alternatively, a high confi-
dence zone area nearest to the core may be set as
the largest high confidence zone area.

[0080] The reason for setting the largest high confi-
dence zone area in step S105 will be described. For ex-
ample, in the case where fingerprints are duplicated er-
roneously, two high confidence continuing areas may be
extracted. In these two areas, directional continuity is not
guaranteed. Accordingly, if the direction of propagation
zones is determined by using the two high confidence
continuing areas as reference zones, the direction con-
tinuity will be disturbed. The reason for setting the largest
high confidence zone area and propagating from one ar-

ea is to prevent such a disturbance in direction.
[0081] If it is found that there are no such duplicated
fingerprints, in step S105, processing of steps S106 to
S112, described below, may be performed for a plurality
of high confidence zone areas respectively, without set-
ting one largest high confidence zone area. With this con-
figuration, it is possible to extract direction for a wide area
even when high confidence zone areas are separated.
[0082] Next, in step S106 in Fig. 3, the high confidence
zone area determiner 24 in Fig. 2 sets the largest high
confidence zone area as a reference zone area. A refer-
ence zone area is a collection of zones in which directions
are determined, and is referred to when directions of
propagation candidate zones are reevaluated.
[0083] Fig. 7 is a map showing an analyzed state of
the fingerprint image. Zones of high direction confidence
are hatched, and fixed directions are shown by lines cor-
responding to Fig. 5B. For example, direction of the zone
A1 is "direction 1" of Fig. 5B. Direction patterns of the
zones with high direction confidence show the direction
of the fingerprint image of Fig. 6 extracted correctly. The
largest high confidence zone area in which zones with
high direction confidence are adjacent continuously
forms a reference zone area.
[0084] Next, in step S107 in Fig. 3, the high confidence
zone area determiner 24 in Fig. 2 sorts out zones adja-
cent to the reference zone area, and sets them as can-
didate zones for propagation. Such zones are called as
propagation candidate zones, or simply, propagation
zones. In Fig. 7, propagation candidate zones (zone E5,
etc.) adjacent to the reference zone area are marked as
"C".
[0085] Next, in step S108 in Fig. 3, with respect to each
propagation candidate zone, the direction expectation
calculator 25 in Fig. 2 calculates expectation of each di-
rection that the propagation candidate zone may take.
This is called direction expectation. The direction expec-
tation is determined by performing searching each of ra-
dial directions from the zone, and a zone direction en-
countered first in the reference zone area is used to cal-
culate the direction expectation. Fig. 4 is a flowchart
showing details of processing in step S108. In Fig. 4, a
method of calculating direction expectation will be de-
scribed in detail by using the zone D2 marked as "C" in
Fig. 8A as an example. Figs. 9A, 9B and 9C are tables
showing calculating process of direction expectation.
[0086] In step S121 in Fig. 4, the direction expectation
calculator 25 performs searching each of radial directions
around the propagation candidate zone D2, and deter-
mines the nearest reference zone in each direction. Fig.
8B shows search directions. A direction parallel to the
row direction of the fingerprint image, which is the right
direction (direction from row A to row F) in Fig. 8B, is set
as direction 0, and a direction rotated by π/4 radian from
the direction 0 in a counterclockwise direction is set as
direction 1. Similarly, directions rotated by π/4 radian re-
spectively are set as directions 2 to 7. Note that searching
directions are not limited to the eight directions shown in
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Fig. 8B.
[0087] As a result of searching, a zone E2 is selected
as a reference zone for the search direction 0, a zone E1
is for the search direction 1, a zone D1 is for the search
direction 2, a zone C1 is for the search direction 3, a zone
B2 is for the search direction 4, a zone A5 is for the search
direction 5, a zone D9 is for the search direction 6, and
a zone F4 is for the search direction 7.
[0088] Next, in step S122 in Fig. 4, the direction ex-
pectation calculator 25 obtains the direction of each ref-
erence zone and calculates the distance from the prop-
agation candidate zone D2. The distance means a larger
one of difference in row numbers and difference in col-
umn numbers between the propagation candidate zone
and the reference zone (if both are same, arbitrary one).
For example, for the reference zone A5 for the search
direction 5, a difference in row numbers from the propa-
gation candidate zone D2 is 3 and a difference in column
numbers is 3, so the distance is 3. For the reference zone
D9 for the search direction 6, a difference in row numbers
from the propagation candidate zone D2 is 7 and a dif-
ference in column numbers is 0, so the distance is 7.
[0089] Next, in step S123 in Fig. 4, the direction ex-
pectation calculator 25 calculates inner angle weighting
for each reference zone. Inner angle weighting means
weighting calculated from an inner angle between a
search direction and a direction of a reference zone,
which is defined as shown in the table of Fig. 9B in the
present embodiment. In other words, if the direction of a
reference zone is orthogonal to the search direction, the
maximum weighting 8 is applied, and as an inner angle
becomes smaller, smaller weighting is applied. The rea-
son will be described with reference to Fig. 10. Fig. 10
shows directions of reference zones with reference to a
looped ridge shape often appeared near the core, and
propagation candidate zones. The appearance frequen-
cy of the direction near the loop top is smaller than the
direction orthogonal thereto. In the example shown in
Fig. 10, the direction 0 (horizontal) of the loop top is ap-
peared in only one zone, but the direction 4 (vertical),
which is orthogonal to that near the top, is appeared in
plural parts. Accordingly, if direction expectation is cal-
culated simply, contribution of the direction near the top
becomes smaller relatively, so the risk that the loop may
break becomes higher. This is avoidable by defining inner
angle weighting as shown in Fig. 9B. For example, since
the difference (inner angle) between the search direction
1 (π/4) and the direction of reference zone E1 (7π/8) is
3π/8, inner angle weighting of the reference zone E1 is 5.
[0090] Next, in step S124 in Fig. 4, the direction ex-
pectation calculator 25 calculates direction weighting
contribution of each reference zone. Direction weighting
contribution is a numerical value calculated by dividing
inner angle weighting by a distance, in which a contribu-
tion that the direction of each reference zone makes to
the direction expectation of a propagation zone is digi-
tized. Effect of each reference zone becomes weaker as
the distance becomes longer, so effect of distance is re-

flected by using a reciprocal number of the distance. For
example, for the reference zone B2, the inner angle
weighting is 3 and the distance is 2, so the direction
weighting contribution is 1.5. Note that in Fig. 9A, the
calculation result is shown up to the first decimal point.
[0091] Next, in step S125 in Fig. 4, the direction ex-
pectation calculator 25 sums direction weighting contri-
butions for each direction in the reference zones to there-
by calculate weighting contribution for each ridge direc-
tion. The calculation result is shown in the second row
of Fig. 9C. For example, since only the reference zone
D1 has the direction 0 in the reference zones in Fig. 9A,
the total direction weighting contribution for the direction
0 is 8.0. Further, the reference zones C1 and B2 have
the direction 1, so the total direction weighting contribu-
tion for the direction 1 is 6.5 (5.0+1.5).
[0092] Next, in step S126 in Fig. 4, the direction ex-
pectation calculator 25 determines whether any addition-
al direction weighting contribution zone exits in the ref-
erence zones of the propagation candidate zone D2. Ad-
ditional direction weighting contribution zone means a
pair of reference zones, adjacent to the propagation can-
didate zones, in which search directions are different by
n radian and a difference in the directions is not more
than π/4 radian. For the propagation candidate zone D2,
no pair of reference zones satisfying the conditions is
present, so the processing proceeds to step S128 in Fig.
4.
[0093] If an additional direction weighting contribution
zone is determined as being present in step S126 in Fig.
4, the direction expectation calculator 25 calculates the
additional direction weighting contribution and adds it to
the total value of the direction weighting contribution in
step S127. This is carried out for the following reason.
That is, when an additional direction weighting contribu-
tion zone is present, a propagation candidate zone often
takes the intermediate direction between the two direc-
tions, so this is performed to increase the expectation of
the intermediate direction.
[0094] A specific example will be described by using
a propagation candidate zone C2 in Fig. 8. The zone C2
is adjacent to two reference zones of zone D1 (direction
0) and zone B3 (direction 2), and the directional differ-
ence between them is π/4, so expectation of the direction
1 which is an intermediate direction between the two di-
rections is increased. The additional direction weighting
contribution of the intermediate direction should be the
average of the direction weighting contributions of the
zone D1 and the zone B3.
[0095] Figs. 11A and 11B are tables showing a process
of calculating the direction expectation of the propagation
candidate zone C2. The process of calculating the direc-
tion weighting contribution shown in Fig. 11A is same as
the case of propagation candidate zone D2. In Fig. 11A,
three reference zones C1, B1 and B2 have the direction
1, so the total direction weighting contribution for the di-
rection 1 is 13.0 (5.0+5.0+3.0). However, the propagation
candidate zone C2 has an additional direction weighting
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contribution zone, so 3.0 ((4.0+2.0)/2) is added as addi-
tional direction weighting. Consequently, the total direc-
tion weighting contribution for the direction 1 is 16.0
(13.0+3.0), as shown in Fig. 11B.
[0096] Next, in step S128 in Fig. 4, the direction ex-
pectation calculator 25 smoothes the total value of the
direction weighting contribution. In the present embodi-
ment, it is smoothed by adding weighting of 2 to the self
direction and adding weighting of 1 to the front and back
direction. For example, in Fig. 9C, the total value of the
direction weighting contributions is 6.5 for the direction
1, 8.0 for the direction 0, and 0.7 for the direction 2, so
when the total value of the direction weighting contribu-
tion for the direction 1 is smoothed, it becomes 5.4
((8.0+2*6.5+0.7)/4).
[0097] Next, in step S129 in Fig. 4, the direction ex-
pectation calculator 25 calculates the direction expecta-
tion of each direction based on the smoothed total value
of the direction weighting contributions. Direction expec-
tation means one in which direction weighting contribu-
tions of each direction are adjusted such that the total
value becomes 0. The direction expectation is reflected
on the zone direction confidence in processing described
later, and is for adjusting such that an average value of
the reflected result will not deviate largely from the orig-
inal average value of the zone direction confidence.
[0098] In the present embodiment, direction expecta-
tion is calculated based on an increase/decrease ratio to
a direction weighting contribution average value. For ex-
ample, the smoothed direction weighting contribution 7.6
of the direction 0 indicates that it is 144% larger with
reference to the direction weighting contribution average
value (3.125).
[0099] Next, in step S109 in Fig. 3, the propagation
zone direction extractor 26 in Fig. 2 determines the di-
rection after performing adjustment to the direction con-
fidence of each direction of the propagation candidate
zones by using the direction expectation outputted from
the direction expectation calculator 25. The direction con-
fidence of each direction of the propagation candidate
zones is previously extracted by the zone direction ex-
tractor 23 and stored on the data storage unit 22.
[0100] Fig. 12 shows direction confidence, direction
expectation, and direction confidence after adjustment
of each direction with reference to the propagation can-
didate zone D2. Direction confidence of each direction
is direction confidence extracted by the zone direction
extractor 23. In the direction confidence, no intense peak
is shown, that is, the highest confidence is not signifi-
cantly high enough relative to direction confidence of oth-
er directions. Therefore, even though the direction 6 hav-
ing the highest confidence is determined temporarily, the
direction confidence was low.
[0101] Adjusted direction confidence means one in
which direction expectation is calculated as an increase
ratio with respect to the direction confidence. For exam-
ple, for the direction 0, direction confidence before ad-
justment is 40 and direction expectation is 144%, so the

adjusted direction confidence is calculated to be 97.6
(40*(1+1.44).
[0102] In the adjusted direction confidence, two adja-
cent directions, that is, the direction 0 and the direction
7, show intense peaks, so the direction 0, which is the
larger one, is determined as the direction of the propa-
gation candidate zone D2. The determined direction con-
fidence of the direction 0 may be determined as the di-
rection confidence of the propagation candidate zone D2.
Alternatively, the degree of peak level may be digitized
and reflected on the direction confidence.
[0103] In this way, direction and confidence of the
propagation candidate zone D2 are determined. As a re-
sult, the direction of the propagation candidate zone D2
is determined as 0, which extracts the ridge direction cor-
rectly (see Fig. 6). Further, even if the direction confi-
dence of 97.6 of the direction 0 is directly used as new
zone direction confidence, it is higher than the initial di-
rection confidence 60 of the direction 6, so it may be a
high confidence zone with high probability.
[0104] In step S109, if distribution of direction expec-
tation is large, the zone direction extractor 23 may recal-
culate the direction and the direction confidence from the
fingerprint image with a reference size smaller than that
set in step S102, and by using the recalculated direction
confidence, adjust the direction confidence.
[0105] As criteria to determine whether distribution of
direction expectation is large or small, if the largest dif-
ference in directions, of which direction expectation is
positive value, is larger than π/4, distribution is deter-
mined as large, for example. Large angular difference
means no peak is present in the direction.
[0106] By extracting the zone direction again with a
smaller reference size, it is possible to extract an appro-
priate direction even with respect to a ridge near the core
having high curvature.
[0107] Steps S108 and S109 in Fig. 3 are repeated for
all propagation candidate zones determined in step
S107. The result of such processing is shown in Fig. 13.
In Fig. 13, propagation candidate zones marked with (?)
such as a zone D3 indicate that directions thereof could
not be determined since the direction confidence is low.
[0108] Next, in step S110 in Fig. 3, the data controller
21 in Fig. 2 counts the number of propagation candidate
zones that the directions thereof are newly determined
by the propagation zone direction extractor 26.
[0109] Then, in step S111 in Fig. 3, the data controller
21 determines whether there is any propagation candi-
date zone that the direction thereof is newly determined,
and if not, the direction extraction processing ends. If
there is a propagation candidate zone that the direction
thereof is newly determined, the processing proceeds to
step S112.
[0110] Next, in step S112 in Fig. 3, the high confidence
zone area determiner 24 sets a new reference zone area
by adding zones that the directions thereof are newly set
through the previous steps, and returns to step S107 so
as to continue the propagation processing.
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[0111] In Fig. 14, the hatched zones constitute a ref-
erence zone area in which zones determined in the first
propagation processing are added. The zones not
hatched in Fig. 14 show the result of performing steps
S108 and S109 to these propagation candidate zones.
[0112] Similarly, Fig. 15 shows the result of third prop-
agation processing. In Fig. 15, a zone D7 marked with
(?) shows that the direction could not be determined since
directions of the adjacent reference zones are significant-
ly different.
[0113] If a direction cannot be determined with a gen-
eral direction confidence threshold, it is possible to de-
termine the direction of a propagation candidate zone by
decreasing the direction confidence threshold.
[0114] The present invention can also be carried out
as a computer program which causes a computer to ex-
ecute each processing described above and causes the
computer to operate as a direction extraction unit.
[0115] In the direction extraction unit 12, when the
propagation zone direction extractor 26 determines the
direction in a propagation candidate zone, the direction
expectation calculator 25 recalculates the direction con-
fidence outputted from the zone direction extractor 25
based on the direction expectation calculated based on
the direction of the reference zone, and by using the re-
calculated direction confidence, the direction in the prop-
agation candidate zone is determined.
[0116] Therefore, it is possible to extract more accu-
rate direction having high continuity with the direction in
adjacent high confidence area and smaller deviation from
the actual ridge direction.
[0117] In the direction extraction unit 12, when the di-
rection expectation calculator 25 calculates direction
confidence of a propagation candidate zone, not only di-
rections in adjacent zones but also directions in a plurality
of reference zones searched each of radial directions are
used.
[0118] Therefore, it is possible to extract a direction
having continuity not only with the direction in adjacent
high confidence area but also with ridge directions of non-
adjacent zones in the high confidence area.
[0119] In the direction extraction unit 12, when the di-
rection expectation calculator 25 calculates direction
confidence, large weighting is applied to a direction in a
reference zone orthogonal to a search direction.
[0120] Therefore, it is possible to extract a direction
accurately even for an area near the core or delta where
a loop-shaped ridge is present.
[0121] In the direction extraction unit 12, when the
propagation zone direction extractor 26 determines the
direction in a propagation candidate zone, if the direction
confidence after recalculation based on the direction ex-
pectation is low, the direction is not determined but sus-
pended.
[0122] Therefore, more accurate direction can be ex-
tracted in the next propagation processing, so it is pos-
sible to extract a more accurate direction having smaller
deviation from the actual ridge direction.

[0123] In the direction extraction unit 12, if directional
distribution of direction expectation is large, the propa-
gation zone direction extractor 26 recalculates the direc-
tion confidence of the propagation zone based on the
direction confidence recalculated with a smaller refer-
ence size for extracting the direction.
[0124] Therefore, it is possible to extract an appropri-
ate direction of a ridge having high curvature in a direction
unstable area. In other words, an accurate direction can
be extracted for an area near the core or delta in which
ridge curvature is high.
[0125] In the direction extraction unit 12, if propagation
candidate zones include an additional direction weighting
contribution zone, the direction expectation calculator 25
adds direction expectation with respect to an intermedi-
ate direction between two reference zones constituting
the additional direction weighting contribution zone.
[0126] Therefore, it is possible to extract an accurate
direction for a zone near the core or delta having high
curvature.

Claims

1. A ridge direction extraction device which analyzes a
fingerprint image divided into a plurality of zones and
extracts a ridge direction of each zone, the device
comprising:

a zone direction extractor for calculating the
ridge direction of each zone and direction con-
fidence of the ridge direction;
a high confidence zone area determiner for de-
termining a high confidence zone area which is
a collection of high confidence zones in each of
which the direction confidence is not less than
a prescribed threshold;
a direction expectation calculator having: a func-
tion of selecting a zone adjacent to the high con-
fidence zone area as a propagation candidate
zone which is an object of current direction ex-
traction processing; a function of selecting a
zone, for each of a plurality of search directions,
having a shortest distance from the propagation
candidate zone in the search direction, from the
high confidence zones as a reference zone to
be referred to in the current direction extraction
processing; and a function of calculating direc-
tion expectation of a ridge direction of the prop-
agation candidate zone based on the ridge di-
rection of the reference zone and the distance;
and
a propagation zone direction extractor for recal-
culating the direction confidence based on the
direction expectation, and extracting the ridge
direction of the propagation candidate zone
based on the direction confidence recalculated.
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2. The ridge direction extraction device, as claimed in
claim 1, wherein the search directions include eight
directions, and an angle between one direction and
an adjacent direction is π/4 radian.

3. The ridge direction extraction device, as claimed in
claim 1, wherein the direction expectation calculator
has: a function of calculating inner angle weighting
based on a difference between the search direction
and the ridge direction of a reference zone corre-
sponding to the search direction; a function of cal-
culating a direction weighting contribution by dividing
the inner angle weighting by the distance; a function
of calculating a weighting contribution for each ridge
direction by summing direction weighting contribu-
tions for each ridge direction of the reference zone;
a function of calculating an average weighting con-
tribution for each direction which is an average of
weighting contribution for each ridge direction; and
a function of calculating the direction expectation
based on a ratio between the weighting contribution
for each ridge direction and the average weighting
contribution for each direction.

4. The ridge direction extraction device, as claimed in
claim 3, wherein the direction expectation calculator
has a function of smoothing the weighting contribu-
tion for each ridge direction; and a function of calcu-
lating the direction expectation based on a ratio be-
tween the weighting contribution for each ridge di-
rection smoothed by the function of smoothing and
the average weighting contribution for each direc-
tion.

5. The ridge direction extraction device, as claimed in
claim 3, wherein if the reference zones include two
zones, adjacent to the propagation candidate zone,
in which search directions are different by n radian
and a difference in ridge directions is not more than
π/4 radian, the direction expectation calculator has
a function of adding an average of direction weight-
ing contributions for respective ridge directions of
the two zones to a weighting contribution for each
ridge direction of an intermediate ridge direction be-
tween the ridge directions of the two zones.

6. A ridge direction extraction method for analyzing a
fingerprint image divided into a plurality of zones and
extracting a ridge direction of each zone, comprising
the steps of:

extracting a zone direction in which the ridge
direction of each zone and direction confidence
of the ridge direction are calculated and stored
on a memory;
determining a high confidence zone area which
is a collection of high confidence zones in each
of which the direction confidence is not less than

a prescribed threshold;
selecting a propagation candidate zone which
is a zone adjacent to the high confidence zone
area and which is an object of current direction
extraction processing;
selecting a reference zone, for each of a plurality
of search directions, which is a zone having a
shortest distance in the search directions from
a propagation candidate zone, from the high
confidence zones;
calculating direction expectation of a ridge di-
rection of the propagation candidate zone based
on a ridge direction of the reference zone and
the distance;
recalculating the direction confidence based on
information of the direction confidence of the
propagation candidate zone read out from the
memory and the direction expectation; and
extracting the ridge direction of the propagation
candidate zone based on the direction confi-
dence recalculated in the step of recalculating.

7. A ridge direction extraction method for analyzing a
fingerprint image divided into a plurality of zones and
extracting a ridge direction of each zone, comprising
the steps of:

extracting a zone direction in which the ridge
direction of each zone and direction confidence
of the ridge direction are calculated and stored
on a memory;
determining a high confidence zone area which
is a collection of high confidence zones in each
of which the direction confidence is not less than
a prescribed threshold;
selecting a propagation candidate zone which
is a zone adjacent to the high confidence zone
area and which is an object of current direction
extraction processing;
selecting a reference zone, for each of a plurality
of search directions, which is a zone having a
shortest distance in the search directions from
a propagation candidate zone, from the high
confidence zones;
calculating direction expectation of a ridge di-
rection of the propagation candidate zone based
on a ridge direction of the reference zone and
the distance;
determining whether distribution of the direction
expectation is large;
when the distribution is not determined as large
in the step of determining, recalculating the di-
rection confidence based on information of the
direction confidence of the propagation candi-
date zone read out from the memory and the
direction expectation, which is called a first di-
rection confidence recalculation step;
when the distribution is determined as large in
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the step of determining, calculating the direction
confidence of the propagation candidate zone
from the fingerprint image by using a reference
size smaller than that used in the step of extract-
ing the zone direction, and based on the direc-
tion confidence calculated and the direction ex-
pectation, recalculating the direction confi-
dence, which is called a second direction confi-
dence recalculation step; and
extracting a ridge direction of the propagation
candidate zone based on the direction confi-
dence recalculated in the first direction confi-
dence recalculation step or the second direction
confidence recalculation step.

8. A ridge direction extraction program for analyzing a
fingerprint image divided into a plurality of zones and
extracting a ridge direction of each zone, which caus-
es a computer to execute the functions of:

extracting a zone direction in which the ridge
direction of each zone and direction confidence
of the ridge direction are calculated and stored
on a memory;
determining a high confidence zone area which
is a collection of high confidence zones in each
of which the direction confidence is not less than
a prescribed threshold;
selecting a propagation candidate zone which
is a zone adjacent to the high confidence zone
area and which is an object of current direction
extraction processing;
selecting a reference zone, for each of a plurality
of search directions, which is a zone having a
shortest distance in the search directions from
a propagation candidate zone, from the high
confidence zones;
calculating direction expectation of a ridge di-
rection of the propagation candidate zone based
on a ridge direction of the reference zone and
the distance;
recalculating the direction confidence based on
information of the direction confidence of the
propagation candidate zone read out from the
memory and the direction expectation; and
extracting the ridge direction of the propagation
candidate zone based on the direction confi-
dence recalculated in the step of recalculating.

9. A ridge direction extraction program for analyzing a
fingerprint image divided into a plurality of zones and
extracting a ridge direction of each zone, which caus-
es a computer to execute the functions of:

extracting a zone direction in which the ridge
direction of each zone and direction confidence
of the ridge direction are calculated and stored
on a memory;

determining a high confidence zone area which
is a collection of high confidence zones in each
of which the direction confidence is not less than
a prescribed threshold;
selecting a propagation candidate zone which
is a zone adjacent to the high confidence zone
area and which is an object of current direction
extraction processing;
selecting a reference zone, for each of a plurality
of search directions, which is a zone having a
shortest distance in the search directions from
a propagation candidate zone, from the high
confidence zones;
calculating direction expectation of a ridge di-
rection of the propagation candidate zone based
on a ridge direction of the reference zone and
the distance;
determining whether distribution of the direction
expectation is large;
when the distribution is not determined as large
in the step of determining, recalculating the di-
rection confidence based on information of the
direction confidence of the propagation zone
read out from the memory and the direction ex-
pectation, which is called a first direction confi-
dence recalculation function;
when the distribution is determined as large in
the step of determining, calculating the direction
confidence of the propagation candidate zone
from the fingerprint image by using a reference
size smaller than that used in the step of extract-
ing the zone direction, and based on the direc-
tion confidence calculated and the direction ex-
pectation, recalculating the direction confi-
dence, which is called a second direction confi-
dence recalculation function; and
extracting a ridge direction of the propagation
candidate zone based on the direction confi-
dence recalculated in the first direction confi-
dence recalculation function or the second di-
rection confidence recalculation function.
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