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(54) Ink cartridge with light-receiving and light-blocking portion

(57)  An ink cartridge (14) for being mounted in the
ink-jet recording apparatus (1) comprising:

an ink chamber (111) accommodating ink;

a front wall (210b, 220b) that serves as a front-end wall;
a bottom wall (210a);

an ink supply part (120) provided at the front wall (210b,
220b), an ink supply opening (600) being formed in the
ink supply part (120);

an ink supply path located in rear of the ink supply open-
ing (600), the ink supply path communicating the ink sup-
ply opening (600) and the ink chamber (111);

a valve mechanism (500) provided in the ink supply path
and capable of opening and closing the ink supply path;
a light-receiving part (141) provided at the front wall
(210b, 220b) and above the ink supply part (120), an
inner space being formed in the light receiving part (141)
to communicate with the ink chamber (111), and

a pivot member (470) including:

a light-blocking portion (473c) provided at one end of the
pivot member (470) and located in the inner space of the
light receiving part (141);

afloat (471) provided atthe other end of the pivot member

(470) and movable in response to a change in an amount
of ink in the ink chamber (111); and

a pivot center provided between the light-blocking portion
(473c) and the float (471), the pivot center being located
in rear of the ink supply path, the pivot member (470)
being pivotable around the pivot center in response to
the change in an amount of ink in the ink chamber (111).
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