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(54) Local energy activation of getter

(57) A flat-panel device comprising:

a main compartment (70) formed with a first plate struc-
ture (40), a second plate structure (42), and a generally
annular outer wall (44) that extends between the plate
structures; an auxiliary compartment (72) situated out-
side the main compartment (70), the auxiliary compart-
ment (72) formed with an auxiliary wall (76) that contacts
the first plate structure (40) outside the main compart-
ment (70), extends away from the first plate structure (40)
and main compartment (70), bends back towards the

second plate structure (42), and contacts the second
plate structure (42) outside the main compartment (70),
the auxiliary compartment (72) connected pressure-wise
to the main compartment (70) so that the two compart-
ments reach largely equal steady-state compartment
pressures; a getter (74) situated in the auxiliary compart-
ment (72); and control circuitry situated over the first plate
structure (40) outside the compartments, the auxiliary
wall (76) not extending significantly further away from the
first plate structure (40) than the control circuitry.
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