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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a novel chime
adapted for use with an alcohol beverage cask or keg.

Background of the Invention

[0002] It is known to contain alcohol, such as wine in
bags contained in a cardboard type container. Further,
it is known to use a bag inserted into a cask for storing
beer in the bag. The use of this type of beer cask is be-
coming more common as a component part inserted into
a home beer dispensing appliance. The home dispensing
appliance typically has one or more doors through which
the cask is inserted into the appliance. The dispensing
appliance is primarily intended for use in domestic kitch-
ens and lends itself to being readily placed on a kitchen
counter top. Because kitchen counter top space is at a
premium in most households, the appliance is construct-
ed to minimize on the counter top space room required
by the appliance. As a consequence, the clearance within
the appliance for receiving the cask is not large making
the insertion and removal of the cask cumbersome.
[0003] To complicate the space requirements further,
the casks are typically provided with upper and lower
chimes that extend beyond the cask. The chimes are
used to support and protect the casks when the casks
are stacked on top of each other for shipping and storage.
The chimes have a rectangular profile when viewed from
the side and have an annular ring form. These chimes
make the fitting of the cask into the appliance difficult, as
the cask and chimes have a small clearance with the
cavity of the appliance. Accordingly, there is a need to
facilitate the insertion and removal of the cask into and
out of the appliance.

Summary of the Invention

[0004] Present invention relates to a chime for an al-
cohol containing cask wherein the chime has sloping out-
er edge portions providing a tapering profile when viewed
from the side. In particular, the chime normally attached
to the top portion of the cask has the tapering profile. The
sloping edge portions of the chime effectively shorten the
longest diagonal direction across the chime and cask.
This allows the cask and chimes to be tilted and rotated
to facilitate insertion and removal of the cask and chimes
into and out of dispensing appliance. Further, the taper-
ing profile facilitates connection of a tap adapter of the
appliance to the cask.
[0005] The chime with the tapering side profile has an
annular rim portion that is adapted to be secured with the
cask. The chime further comprises a pair of opposing
wing portions that extend from the rim portion beyond
the cask. Each of the wing portions has a central portion
and two side portions that have an outer edge portion

that slopes from the central portion to the rim portion of
the chime to provide the tapering effect.
[0006] In one embodiment, the outer edge portion of
the chime has a concave curvature of a predetermined
radius whereby the outer edge portion generally slopes
from the central portion to the rim portion.
[0007] In one embodiment to assist in the movement
of the cask, each of the central portions of the chime has
an elongated aperture that defines a handle portion in
the central portion. Further, the central portion has a sup-
porting edge portion with a stepped ridge portion for as-
sisting in the locating and supporting of other casks in a
stacking fashion. The wing’ portions are considered to
be coextensive and curve in the same direction with the
annular rim portion about the cask. It should be under-
stood that the chime may comprise a plastic material and
the cask may comprise a metallic material and preferably
is a stainless steel.
[0008] In accordance with an aspect of the present in-
vention there is provided a chime for an alcohol contain-
ing cask. The chime has an annular rim portion adapted
for being secured with the cask and a pair of opposing
wing portions extending from the rim portion beyond the
cask. Each of the wing portions has a central portion and
two side portions where each of the side portions has an
outer edge portion that slopes from the central portion to
the rim portion.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0009] For a better understanding of the nature and
objects of the present invention reference may be had to
the accompanying diagrammatic drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a front elevation view of a home beer
dispensing apparatus in accordance with the present
invention;
Figure 2 is a side elevation view of the home beer
dispensing apparatus;
Figure 3 is a perspective view of the chime of the
present invention;
Figure 4 is a side view profile of the chime of the
present invention; and,
Figure 5 is an elevational view of the alcohol cask
with the chime of the present invention.

Detailed Description of the Invention

[0010] Referring to Figures 1 and 2 there is shown a
home beer dispensing apparatus, appliance or unit 10.
The dispensing apparatus 10 is primarily intended for
use in domestic kitchens but may also be used in utility
rooms, garages, domestic bars, caravans etc. While the
preferred embodiment relates to dispensing beer, alter-
natively carbonated solutions or other alcohol beverages
may be dispensed by apparatus 10.
[0011] The home beer dispensing apparatus 10 has a
front wall 12 and a dispensing tap 14 protruding forward
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of the front wall 12. A drip tray 16 also protrudes forward
of the front wall 12 and is adapted to support an open
glass cask 18 below the dispensing tap 14. The home
beer dispensing apparatus 10 further has a base 21
adapted to rest on a counter top in a kitchen. The front
wall 12 is formed as an extension of two pivoting side
walls 20 which may be moved between closed and open
positions to allow the cask or cask 22 (see Figure 2 in
broken lines) to be inserted into the housing of the home
beer dispensing apparatus 10. The housing of the home
beer dispensing apparatus 10 further includes a top wall
24 and a rear wall 26. The rear wall 26 has a grill 30 that
permits for air circulation within the home beer dispensing
apparatus 10. An electrical cord 32 extends through the
rear wall 26 of the apparatus 10 to provide a connection
into a main electrical supply to supply electrical power to
the electrical components housed within the dispensing
apparatus 10. Alternatively, a 12 Volt DC supply input
may be used.
[0012] The dispensing apparatus 10 has a cooling sys-
tem 23 located behind and below cask 22 that is adapted
to cool the cask 22 of beer when placed in dispensing
apparatus 10. The dispensing apparatus 10 also dis-
penses the beer by providing a pressurized air supply
(not shown).
[0013] Referring to Figures 2 and 5, the cask 22 is
shown to have an upper chime 40 and a lower chime 42.
The lower chime 42 has a rectangular shaped profile as
shown in Figure 5. The upper chime 40 has a tapering
profile as shown in Figure 5. The upper portion 38 of the
cask 22 is provided with a groove 39 and a lower portion
37 of the cask 22 is also provided with a groove 39. Each
of the chimes 40 and 42 has an inwardly directed flange
41 that is adapted to slide over the cask 22 and be snap
fitted into securing relation with the groove 39.
[0014] In accordance with the present invention, the
upper chime 40 is provided with curved tapering surfaces
52 such that the diagonal length from one bottom corner
of the chime 42 and cask 22 shown in Figure 5 to the
tapered opposite corner is less than that of two chimes
of rectangular shape in side profile attached to opposing
ends of the cask.
[0015] The upper chime 40,has an annular rim portion
44 which carries the flange 41 so as to secure the annular
rim portion 44 with the cask 22. A pair of opposing wing
portions 46 extend outwardly from the rim portion 44 be-
yond the cask 22. The wing portions are shaped to curve
and to be coextensive with the annular rim portion 44.
Each of the wing portions has a central portion 48 and
two side portions 50. Each of the side portions 50 has an
outer edge portion 52 that slopes from the central portion
48 to the rim portion 44 with a concave curvature radius
to provide the tapering effect.
[0016] Each of the central portions of the chime 40 has
an elongated aperture 60 that defines a handle portion
62 for facilitating the movement of the cask 22. Addition-
ally, the central portion 48 has a supporting edge portion
70 with a stepped ridge portion 72. The supporting edge

portion 70 and stepped ridge portion 72 co-operate for
the stacking of casks one upon the other for the purposes
of storage or shipping. In particular, a corresponding cask
having a lower chime similar to that of lower chime 42 is
stacked on the upper chime 40. The step ridge portion
72 of the upper chime 40 is adapted to provide an inner
support while the supporting edge portion 70 of the upper
chime 40 is adapted to provide a horizontal support for
the lower chime 42 of the cask 22.
[0017] The chime 40 preferably comprises a molded
plastic material molded as a single part.

Claims

1. A chime (40) for an alcohol containing cask (22), said
chime (40) comprising:

- an annular rim portion (44) adapted for being
secured with the cask (22).
- a pair of opposing wing portions (46) having a
central portion (48) and two side portions (50),
each of the side portions (50) having an outer
edge portion (52) that slopes from the central
portion (48) to the rim portion (44), character-
ized in that each central portion (48) has a sup-
porting edge portion (70) with a stepped ridge
portion (72) for supporting other casks (22).

2. The chime (40) of claim 1, wherein the outer edge
portion (52) has a concave curvature of predeter-
mined radius.

3. The chime (40) of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein each
of the central portions (48) of the chime (40) has an
elongated aperture defining a handle portion (62) in
the central portion (48):

4. The chime (40) according to anyone of the precedent
claims, wherein each of the wing portions (46) are
co-extensive and curve with the annular rim portion
(44).

5. The chime (40) according to anyone of the precedent
claims, wherein the chime (40) comprises a plastic
material.

Patentansprüche

1. Zarge (40) für einen Behälter (22), der Alkohol ent-
hält, wobei die Zarge (40) umfasst:

- einen ringförmigen Randabschnitt (44), der so
angepasst ist, um mit dem Behälter (22) befe-
stigt zu werden,
- ein Paar gegenüberliegender Flügelabschnitte
(46) mit einem zentralen Abschnitt (48) und zwei
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Seitenabschnitten (50), wobei ein jeder der Sei-
tenabschnitte (50) einen äußeren Kantenab-
schnitt (52) aufweist, der von dem zentralen Ab-
schnitt (48) zu dem Randabschnitt (44) abfällt,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass jeder zentrale
Abschnitt (48) einen Kantenabschnitt (70) zum
Tragen aufweist mit einem gestuften Wulstab-
schnitt (72) zum Tragen des unteren Endes ei-
nes anderen Behälters (22).

2. Zarge (40) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der äußere Kan-
tenabschnitt (52) eine konkave Krümmung eines
vorher bestimmten Radius aufweist.

3. Zarge (40) nach Anspruch 1 oder Anspruch 2, wobei
ein jeder der zentralen Abschnitte (48) der Zarge (40)
eine verlängerte Öffnung aufweist, die in dem zen-
tralen Abschnitt (48) einen Abschnitt eines Handgrif-
fes (62) definiert.

4. Zarge (40) nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, wobei ein jeder der Flügelabschnitte (46) sich
gemeinsam mit dem ringförmigen Randabschnitt
(44) erstreckt und krümmt.

5. Zarge (40) nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, wobei die Zarge (40) ein Kunststoffmaterial um-
fasst.

Revendications

1. Peigne (40) pour un fût (22) contenant de l’alcool,
ledit peigne (40) comprenant :

- une partie de cerclage annulaire (44) adaptée
pour être fixée au fût (22),
- une paire de parties en ailes opposées (46)
ayant une partie centrale (48), et deux parties
latérales (50), chacune des deux parties latéra-
les (50) ayant une partie de bord extérieure (52)
qui s’incline depuis la partie centrale (48) vers
la partie de cerclage (44), caractérisé en ce
que chaque partie centrale (48) possède une
partie de bord de support (70) avec une partie
en crête (72) destinée à supporter l’extrémité
inférieure d’un autre fût (22).

2. Peigne (40) suivant la revendication 1, dans lequel
la partie de bord extérieure (52) présente une cour-
bure concave d’un rayon prédéterminé.

3. Peigne (40) suivant la revendication 1 ou 2, dans
lequel chacune des parties centrales (48) du peigne
(40) possède une ouverture allongée définissant une
partie de manipulation (62) dans la partie centrale
(48).

4. Peigne (40) suivant l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations qui précèdent, dans lequel les parties en
ailes (46) sont co-extensives et s’incurvent avec la
partie de cerclage (annulaire 44).

5. Peigne (40) suivant l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations qui précèdent, où le peigne (40) comprend
un matériau synthétique.
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