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(54) Dishes basket for dishwashing machines

(57)  The present invention refers to a dishes basket
(1), in particular to a dishes basket for dishwashing ma-
chines.

According to the invention the dishes basket (1) com-
prises a network structure (2) defining a plurality of dish-
accommodating places (3). The basket (1) is character-

ised by comprising a handle (9) pivotally associated to
said structure (2) and being able to assume a working
position in which it lies over said dish-accommodating
places (3).
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Description

[0001] The presentinvention refers to a dishes basket,
in particular to a dishes basket for dishwashing ma-
chines.

[0002] Nowadays a dishwashing machine of known
type, in particular a household dishwasher, comprises a
movable door that gives access to a washing chamber
in which dishes to be washed are placed. Such dishes
are generally disposed on racks slidably mounted within
said chamber and capable to be moved outward and in-
ward relative to the chamber. Even if it is possible to
remove the racks from the dishwasher, such operation
is not easy to be accomplished because the racks are
always bound to the washing chamber by hooking means
or other arrangements not easily operable by the user.
Therefore, since the dishwasher sits on the floor, the user
is forced to stoop many times forloading and/or unloading
the machine. The user can also get down on his knees
while he performs the machine loading/unloading oper-
ations but this is even less pleasant.

[0003] A partial solution to this problem is disclosed in
the British Patent Application GB 2 349 330 in which a
dishwasher is provided with a pair of frames capable of
sliding horizontally to be extracted from the washing com-
partment when a loading door is opened. At least one
basket for supporting dishes is laterally supported by
each frame at a position corresponding to a shaped base
portion thereof.

[0004] A drawback of the solution disclosed in GB 2
349 330 consists in that the dishwasher frames have to
be specifically designed for receiving the baskets and
the latter cannot be used for dishwasher models other
than that for which they have been designed for. There-
fore a specific production line must be arranged for dif-
ferent dishwasher models which causes a disadvanta-
geous increasing of the production plant complexity.
[0005] In addition, when both baskets are placed on
the frame, two walls of them face each other in the middle
of the frame causing a loss of space that reduces the
overall storage capacity of the dishwashing machine. As
further drawback, said facing walls are provided each
with a handle that can be very difficult to hold when a
basket has to be removed from the frame. Such precar-
ious hold can cause the user to lose the handle and the
basket to fall.

[0006] Furthermore, each basketdisclosed in the cited
Patent Application has two handles and this requires the
user to place the basket on a supporting surface when
he wants to load/unload it. Since such surface cannot be
available, specially in small kitchen environment, the user
can experience difficulty in performing dishes loading/
unloading and he will be forced to leave the baskets on
the frame losing the opportunity to take advantage of the
basket removability.

[0007] The aim of the present invention is therefore to
solve the noted problems, eliminating the drawbacks of
the cited known art and thus providing a dishes basket
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that allows a plurality of dishes to be loaded/unloaded at
the same time.

[0008] Another object of the presentinventionis to pro-
vide a dishes basket that can be used with any kind of
dishwashing machines and that can give a protected and
safe place for items to be washed.

[0009] Still another purpose of the present invention is
to provide a dishes basket that can be carried with a
single hand by a user.

[0010] Advantages, objects, and features of the inven-
tion will be set forth in part in the description which follows
and in part will become apparent to those having ordinary
skill in the art upon examination of the following or may
be learned from practice of the invention. The objects
and advantages of the invention may be realised and
attained as particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

[0011] The accompanying drawings, which are includ-
ed to provide a further understanding of the invention and
is incorporated in and constitute a part of this specifica-
tion, illustrate a possible embodiment of the invention
and together with the description serve to explain the
principles of the invention.

[0012] In the drawings:

[0013] Figure 1 shows a perspective view of a dishes
basket according to the invention with a handle in a work-
ing position;

[0014] Figure 2 shows a perspective view of the dishes
basket of Fig. 1 with the handle in a resting position;
[0015] Figure 3 shows a perspective view of a dishes
basket without the handle and provided with a plurality
of arms for accommodating tableware;

[0016] Referring tofigures, the dishes basket 1, in par-
ticular for dishwashing machines, comprises a network
structure 2 shaped so as to form a plurality of dish ac-
commodating places 3 where dishes can be placed par-
allel one another. The network structure 2 substantially
forms areceptacle opened upwards having a base 4 from
which pairs of opposing walls 5, 6, 7, 8 raises.

[0017] According to the invention, a movable handle 9
is pivotally associated to a pair 5, 6 of said walls. The
handle 9 is movable between a resting position (figure
2) in which it is disposed towards one of said pair 7, 8 of
walls allowing the dishes to be unloaded from the basket
1 and a working position (figure 1) in which the handle 9
lies over the dish accommodating places 3 and allows
the user to carry the basket with a single hand.

[0018] The handle 9 is pivotally associated to walls 5,
6 in a region 14 adjacent to the wall 8 extending there-
between. If desired, the pivotal association can be made
onthe wall 7 opposed to wall 8. In order to stop the handle
9 in a resting position and in a working position over the
dish accommodating places 3, the handle 9 is provided
with stopping means 10 formed on a surface of the handle
facing the walls 5, 6. Said stopping means 10 are pref-
erably in the form of ribs 11.

[0019] Infigure 3itis shown a dishes basket according
to the invention wherein the handle 9 has been removed.
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A plurality of arms 12 substantially raising from the base
4 are provided in correspondence of the dish accommo-
dating places 3 in order to displace other kinds of table-
ware, like glasses. Said arms 12 can be grouped in strips
13 removably attached to the network structure 2.
[0020] If the dishes basket is used in combination with
racks of a dishwashing machine which are made of fer-
romagnetic steel wires, the base 4 of the basket can be
provided with a magnetic tray 15. Such tray 15 not only
prevents that dirtiness from dirty dishes to drop on the
floor during the loading of the basket but it also improves
stability of the basket when placed on the ferromagnetic
dishwashing rack.

[0021] The basket 1 is made of materials suitable for
being inserted in a washing chamber of a dishwasher,
like for example plastic materials and stainless steel.
[0022] Conclusively it can be stated that a dishes bas-
ket according to the present invention can be advanta-
geously used for displacing a plurality of dishes to be
washed in a dishwasher with a single operation prevent-
ing the user to stoop many times. Furthermore the pro-
posed basket allows the user to perform loading/unload-
ing operation with a single hand.

Claims

1. A dishes basket (1), in particular for a dishwashing
machine, comprising a network structure (2) defining
a plurality of dish-accommodating places (3) char-
acterised by comprising a handle (9) pivotally as-
sociated to said structure (2) and being able to as-
sume a working position in which it lies over said
dish-accommodating places (3).

2. A dishes basket (1) according to claim 1 wherein
said network structure (2) forms walls (5, 6, 7, 8)
rising from a base (4) and an opposing pair (5, 6) of
said walls supports said handle (9).

3. A dishes basket (1) according to claim 2 wherein
said handle (9) is associated to said pair of walls (5,
6) in aregion adjacent to a wall (7, 8) extending ther-
ebetween.

4. Adishesbasket(1)accordingto any preceding claim
wherein said handle (9) has stopping means (10) for
selectively stopping the handle (9) rotation in a plu-
rality of positions.

5. A dishes basket (1) according to claim 4 wherein
said stopping means (10) are in the form of ribs (11).

6. Adishesbasket(1)accordingto any preceding claim
further comprising a plurality of arms (12) placed in
correspondence of said dish-accommodating places
(3) for accommodating tableware.
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7. A dishes basket (1) according to claim 6 wherein
said arms (12) are grouped in strips (13) removably
attached to the network structure (2).

8. Adishesbasket (1) according to any preceding claim
comprising a magnetic tray (15) placed on a base
portion (4) of said network structure (2).
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