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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an applicator
for applying a coating material (eg varnish) to a substrate
and to a kit comprising the applicator.

[0002] A variety of applicators are known for applying
coatings such as stains and varnishes to a substrate such
as a wall, furniture or a floor. Applicators which are op-
erable whilst being held at a position remote from the
substrate include brushes, rollers and sprays. Applica-
tors which are operable whilst being held at a position
intimate with the substrate include pads and cloths.
[0003] It is known to provide applicators, coating ma-
terial and other components in kit form. Examples are

given in EP-A-1293360, DE20011439U1 and
DE10322768A1.
[0004] The presentinvention seeks to improve the ap-

plication of a coating material to a substrate by exploiting
an applicator which is configured to be palm-driven inti-
mately to the substrate.

[0005] Thus viewed from one aspect the present in-
vention provides an applicator for applying a coating ma-
terial to a substrate comprising:

a handheld upper body configured to be palm-
mounted; and

an at least partially fibrous base which is attached
to the upper body and is infusible with the coating
material.

[0006] The applicator of the invention exhibits the ver-
satility of a brush but has the ability to coat a substrate
more rapidly and to be more manoeuvrable into awkward
positions such as panelling corners and intricate mould-
ings. The applicator is easy to hold and permits coverage
of large areas (such as doors, skirting, furniture and ban-
nisters) without brush or lap marks.

[0007] Inapreferred embodiment, the applicator is dis-
assemblable. In a disassembled form, the applicator may
be stored in a compact manner.

[0008] Typically the upper body is ergonomically con-
figured to be palm-mounted thereby allowing the appli-
cator to be palm-driven. Preferably the upper body is di-
mensionally configured to be palm-mounted. Preferably
the profile of the upper body is configured to be palm-
driven. Ina preferred embodiment, the upper body is sub-
stantially shoe-like. In a preferred embodiment, the upper
body is a substantially part (eg semi-) anvil-like.

[0009] Generally speaking, the upper body has a lead-
ing face opposite to a trailing face and spaced apart there-
from by opposed side faces, an upper face and a lower
face. In use, the leading face is frontwardly facing and
the trailing face is rearwardly facing.

[0010] The leading face is preferably at least partially
concave (preferably longitudinally concave). This assists
one or more digits to hold and drive the upper body and
facilitates manoeuverability. At least a part of the surface
of the or each side face may be tapered inwardly (eg
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rearwardly tapered inwardly). Atleast a part of the surface
of the or (preferably) each side face may be modified for
gripping. Typically the at least a part of the surface of the
or each side face is roughened, striated, ridged or nodular
for gripping. The trailing face may be convex (preferably
longitudinally convex) or squared.

[0011] The upper face is typically convex (preferably
transversely convex). The upper face typically tapers
downwardly from the leading to the trailing edge.
[0012] The lower face is typically substantially planar
and polygonal. Preferably the lower face is substantially
quadrilateral, particularly preferably rectangular.

[0013] Preferably the upper body comprises: an upper
jaw and a lower jaw, the upper jaw and lower jaw defining
a mouth (eg a reentrant mouth) adapted to receive one
or more digits. In use, the upper jaw and lower jaw are
typically rearwardly projecting.

[0014] The upper jaw and lower jaw may be conver-
gent at the rear of the mouth. The upper and lower jaw
preferably converge to a curved intersect (eg an elliptical
intersect). The curved intersect preferably terminates at
or near to the leading face. The interior face of each of
the upper jaw and lower jaw is preferably transversely
convex.

[0015] The corners of the leading edge of the upper
jaw may be rounded. The sides of the upper jaw may be
tapered inwardly (eg rearwardly tapered inwardly).
[0016] Inapreferred embodiment, the upperbody con-
sists of a detachable (preferably longitudinally detacha-
ble) first part and second part. Particularly preferably the
upper body is longitudinally bisectional.

[0017] The first part and second part may be attached
detachably by a plurality of male and female engaging
portions. The inner edge of the first part may comprise a
plurality of resilient tangs and the inner edge of the sec-
ond part may comprise an inner sleeve with cut-away
portions, wherein the cut-away portions are positionally
and dimensionally coincident with the resilient tangs to
engage therewith.

[0018] Ina preferred embodiment, the at least partially
fibrous base comprises:

a fibrous base member which is infusible with the
coating material; and
a substantially planar coupling member capable of
coupling the lower face of the upper body to the fi-
brous base member.

[0019] The fibrous base member may be coupled to
the lower face of the upper body in a longitudinally offset
manner. The substantially planar coupling member may
be capable of detachably coupling the lower face of the
upper body to the fibrous base member. This advanta-
geously permits the operator in use to detach (eg mo-
mentarily detach) the fibrous base member to be used
in isolation from the upper body to coat otherwise inac-
cessible areas eg intricate mouldings or staircase spin-
dles.
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[0020] Generally speaking, the fibrous base member
has a leading face opposite to a trailing face and spaced
apart therefrom by opposed side faces, an upper face
and a lower face, In use, the leading face is frontwardly
facing and the trailing face is rearwardly facing. Prefer-
ably the leading face of the fibrous base member is down-
wardly tapered. Preferably one or both side faces of the
fibrous base member is downwardly tapered. Downward-
ly tapering faces of the fibrous base member are advan-
tageously disposed to reach into the square corners of
mouldings and the edges around the panels of a panelled
surface. The trailing face may be non-tapered. The lead-
ing face may be angled to create a leading point.
[0021] Preferably the shape of the fibrous base mem-
ber is substantially truncated rectangular (eg square) py-
ramidal. Particularly preferably the shape of the fibrous
member is substantially truncated rectangular (eg
square) pyramidal with a substantially squared trailing
face.

[0022] The fibrous member may be composed of
sponge, textile or flock. A preferred fibrous base member
is a flock covered sponge member. Such a fibrous base
member is found to give a better coating finish and be
advantageously more mainuplable.

[0023] The substantially planar coupling member may
be attached or adhered to the upper face of the fibrous
base member. The substantially planar coupling member
and the lower face of the upper body may be attached
detachably by a plurality of male and female engaging
portions. The substantially planar coupling member may
comprise a resilient collar and the lower face may com-
prise a skirt, wherein the resilient collar is positionally and
dimensionally coincident with the skirt to engage there-
with. The skirt and resilient collar may be substantially
rectangular. The resilient collar may be mounted on (or
be integral with) a plate which is fastened to the upper
face of the fibrous base member.

[0024] The presentinvention also exploits the embod-
iment of the applicator of the invention in disassembled
formin animproved kit of parts of independent patentable
significance.

[0025] Viewed from a further aspect the presentinven-
tion provides a kit comprising:

a container for a reservoir of coating material;

a lid mounted detachably on the container;

an applicator in disassembled form as hereinbefore
defined seated on the lid; and

an overlid mounted detachably on the lid, wherein
the overlid is interiorly configured to confine the ap-
plicator in disassembled form.

The kit is compact and robust for storage to render a
plurality of kits stackable with inherent strength.

[0026] The overlid may be opaque, semi-transparent
or transparent. Due to the inherent strength of the kit, the
overlid need not be overtly strong to withstand pressure
during stacking and storage.
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[0027] Theoverlidistypically interiorly moulded to con-
fine the applicator in disassembled form.

[0028] Preferably the overlid is exteriorly adapted to
be stackable with the base of an adjacent container.
[0029] In a preferred kit of the invention, the applicator
is one wherein the upper body consists of a detachable
(preferably longitudinally detachable, more preferably
longitudinally bisectional) first and second part and
wherein the at least partially fibrous base is detachably
attached to the upper body, wherein the detached first
part, second part and at least partially fibrous base are
intimately seated on the lid. In this embodiment, the de-
tachable nature of the upper body and of the at least
partially fibrous base ensures that within the lid the ap-
plicator does not project unduly. This enhances stacka-
bility of the kit and minimises storage volumes. In a par-
ticularly preferred kit of the invention, the first part and
second partare seated astride the atleast partially fibrous
base on the lid.

[0030] The atleast partially fibrous base may be seat-
ed upright on the lid. The first part and second part of the
upper body may be seated recumbent on the lid. The first
part and second part of the upper part may be disposed
substantially parallel, spaced apart.

[0031] In apreferred kit of the invention, the applicator
is one in which the trailing face of the upper body is
squared.

[0032] To facilitate the confinement of the applicator
in the overlid, the overlid and applicator may comprise
male and female engaging portions. The lid may com-
prise araised skirt which assistin confining the applicator.
[0033] In apreferred kit of the invention, the applicator
is one in which the upper body comprises: an upper jaw
and a lower jaw, the upper jaw and lower jaw defining a
mouth (eg a reentrant mouth) adapted to receive one or
more digits, wherein the lower jaw and the wall of the
overlid are provided with male and female engaging por-
tions. For example, the lower jaw may be provided with
one or more nodules engageable with one or more slots
in an interior wall of the overlid.

[0034] The lid may be sealingly mounted detachably
onthe container. The overlid may be mounted detachably
on the lid by a resilient collar engaging the raised skirt
on the lid.

[0035] The coating material may be liquid or semi-lig-
uid. Specific examples includes paint, varnish, dye or
stain.

[0036] The present invention will now be described in
a non-limitative sense with reference to the accompany-
ing figures in which:

Figure 1 illustrates an embodiment of the applicator
of the invention in disassembled form;

Figures 2a and 2b illustrate respectively in disas-
sembled and assembled form the upper body of the
embodiment of Figure 1;

Figure 3 illustrates a disassembled view of an em-
bodiment of the kit of the invention; and
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Figure 4 illustrates an assembled view of the em-
bodiment of the kit of the invention.

[0037] Figure 1 illustrates an embodiment of the appli-
cator of the invention 1 in disassembled form. The appli-
cator 1 comprises generally an upper body 2 which is
ergonomically configured both dimensionally and shape-
wise to be palm-mounted (and is described in detail below
with reference to Figure 2) and a fibrous base 100.
[0038] Figures 2a and 2b illustrate respectively in dis-
assembled and assembled form the upper body 2. From
Figure 2b, it will be apparent that the upper body is sub-
stantially shoe-like or semi-anvil-like so as to be palm-
mounted. The upper body 2 has a concave leading face
3 opposite to a convex trailing face 4, a convex upper
face 7 which tapers downwardly from the leading face 3
to the trailing face 4 and a rectangular lower face 8. The
leading face 3 and trailing face 4 are spaced apart by
opposed side faces 5, 6 which are inwardly tapered and
provided with nodules 20 for gripping.

[0039] The trailing face 4 is bisected into an upper jaw
4a and a lower jaw 4b which define a mouth 21. The
interior face 24a, 24b of each of the upper jaw 4a and
lower jaw 4b is convex. The corners of the upper body 2
are in general rounded or chamfered.

[0040] As will be apparent from Figure 2a, the upper
body 2 is longitudinally bisectional into a first part 1a and
a second part 1b. An inner edge 11b of the second part
1b comprises a plurality of resilienttangs 12 and the inner
edge 11a of the first part 1 a comprises an inner sleeve
11c with cut-away portions 13 which are positionally and
dimensionally coincident with the resilient tangs 12 to
engage therewith. The parts 1a and 1b are engageable
with a snap-fit action but easily detached.

[0041] The fibrous base 100 comprises generally a fi-
brous base member 101 in the form of a flock covered
sponge 112 which is infusible with coating material and
a substantially planar coupling member 102. The shape
of the fibrous base member 101 is substantially truncated
rectangular pyramidal with a substantially squared trail-
ing face 103 and a downwardly dependent leading face
104.

[0042] The substantially planar coupling member 102
couples detachably the lower face 8 of the upper body 2
to the fibrous base member 101 in a longitudinally offset
manner. For this purpose, the substantially planar cou-
pling member 102 comprises a resilient collar 108 and
the lower face 8 comprises a skirt 110. The resilient collar
108 is positionally and dimensionally coincident with the
skirt 110 to engage therewith. The resilient collar 108 is
integrally formed with a plate 111 which is fastened to
the upper face 107 of the fibrous base member 101.
[0043] Inuse,the applicatoris typically held in the palm
with the convex leading face 3 forward and the forefinger,
middle finger and ring finger engaged therewith. The little
finger typically engages the mouth 21 and the thumb is
seated on the nodules 20 of the side face 5. This dispo-
sition of fingers allows the upper body 2 to be palm-driven
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intimately to the substrate which improves speed, quality
and control of coverage of a coating material.

[0044] Figures 3 and 4 illustrate in disassembled and
assembled view respectively an embodiment of the kit
of the invention 400. The kit 400 comprises a container
31 containing a reservoir of varnish and a lid 32 mounted
detachably on the container 31. An applicator 1 as de-
scribed above with reference to Figures 1 and 2 is seated
on the lid 32 in disassembled form. A transparent overlid
33 (omitted from Figure 4 for clarity) is mounted detach-
ably on the lid 32. For this purpose a resilient collar 300
on the overlid 33 engages a raised skirt 301 on the lid
32. The overlid 33 is interiorly moulded substantially to
the shape of the applicator 1 so as to intimately confine
the applicator 1.

[0045] The first and second part 1a, 1b of the upper
body 2 of the applicator 1 are seated recumbent and par-
allel astride the fibrous base 100 which is seated upright.

Claims

1. Anapplicator for applying a coating material to a sub-
strate comprising;

a handheld upper body configured to be palm-
mounted; and

an at least partially fibrous base which is at-
tached to the upper body and is infusible with
the coating material.

2. An applicator as claimed in claim 1 which is disas-
semblable.

3. An applicator as claimed in claim 1 or 2 wherein the
upper body is dimensionally configured to be palm-
mounted.

4. An applicator as claimed in any preceding claim
wherein the profile of the upper body is configured
to be palm-driven.

5. An applicator as claimed in any preceding claim
wherein the upper body is substantially shoe-like.

6. An applicator as claimed in any preceding claim
wherein the upper body is substantially part anvil-
like.

7. An applicator as claimed in any preceding claim
wherein the upper body has a leading face opposite
to a trailing face and spaced apart therefrom by op-
posed side faces, an upper face and a lower face,
wherein in use the leading face is frontwardly facing
and the trailing face is rearwardly facing, wherein the
leading face is at least partially concave

8. Anapplicator as claimed in claim 7 wherein the lead-
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ing face is longitudinally concave.

An applicator as claimed in claim 7 or 8 wherein at
least a part of the surface of the or each side face is
tapered inwardly.

An applicator as claimed in claim 7, 8 or 9 wherein
at least a part of the surface of the or each side face
is modified for gripping.

An applicator as claimed in any of claims 7 to 10
wherein the trailing face is longitudinally convex or
squared.

An applicator as claimed in any of claims 7 to 11
wherein the upper face is transversely convex.

An applicator as claimed in any of claims 7 to 12
wherein the lower face is substantially rectangular.

An applicator as claimed in any preceding claim
wherein the upper body comprises:

an upper jaw and a lower jaw, the upper jaw and
lower jaw defining a mouth adapted to receive
one or more digits.

An applicator as claimed in claim 14 wherein the up-
per and lower jaw converge to a curved intersect.

An applicator as claimed in claim 15 wherein the
curved intersect terminates at or near to the leading
face.

An applicator as claimed in any of claims 14 to 16
wherein the interior face of each of the upper jaw
and lower jaw is transversely convex.

An applicator as claimed in any preceding claim
wherein the upper body consists of a longitudinally
detachable first part and second part.

An applicator as claimed in preceding claim wherein
the upper body is longitudinally bisectional.

An applicator as claimed in claim 18 wherein aninner
edge of the first part comprises a plurality of resilient
tangs and an inner edge of the second part compris-
es an inner sleeve with cut-away portions, wherein
the cut-away portions are positionally and dimen-
sionally coincident with the resilient tangs to engage
therewith.

An applicator as claimed in preceding claim wherein
the at least partially fibrous base comprises:

a fibrous base member which is infusible with
the coating material; and
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22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

a substantially planar coupling member capable
of coupling the lower face of the upper body to
the fibrous base member.

An applicator as claimed in claim 21 wherein the fi-
brous base member is coupled to the lower face of
the upper body in a longitudinally offset manner.

An applicator as claimed in claim 21 or 22 wherein
the substantially planar coupling member is capable
of detachably coupling the lower face of the upper
body to the fibrous base member.

An applicator as claimed in any of claims 21 to 23
wherein the fibrous base member has a leading face
opposite to a trailing face and spaced apart there-
from by opposed side faces, an upper face and a
lower face, wherein in use the leading face is front-
wardly facing and the trailing face is rearwardly fac-
ing, wherein the leading face of the fibrous base
member is downwardly tapered.

An applicator as claimed in any of claims 21 to 24
wherein one or both side faces of the fibrous base
member is downwardly tapered.

An applicator as claimed in any of claims 21 to 25
wherein the shape of the fibrous base member is
substantially truncated rectangular pyramidal.

An applicator as claimed in claim 26 wherein the
shape of the fibrous member is substantially truncat-
ed rectangular pyramidal with a substantially
squared trailing face.

An applicator as claimed in any of claims 21 to 27
wherein the substantially planar coupling member
comprises a resilient collar and the lower face of the
upper body comprises a skirt, wherein the resilient
collar is positionally and dimensionally coincident
with the skirt to engage therewith.

A kit comprising:

a container for a reservoir of coating material;
a lid mounted detachably on the container;

an applicator in disassembled form as defined
in any preceding claim seated on the lid; and
an overlid mounted detachably on the lid, where-
in the overlid is interiorly configured to confine
the applicator in disassembled form.

A kit as claimed in claim 29 wherein the overlid is
exteriorly adapted to be stackable with the base of
an adjacent container.

A kit as claimed in claim 29 or 30 wherein the appli-
cator is one wherein the upper body consists of a
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detachable first and second part and wherein the at
least partially fibrous base is detachably attached to
the upper body, wherein the detached first part, sec-
ond part and at least partially fibrous base are inti-
mately seated on the lid.

A kit as claimed in claim 31 wherein the first part and
second part are seated astride the at least partially
fibrous base on the lid.

A kit as claimed in any of claims 29 to 32 wherein
the applicator is one in which the upper body com-
prises:

an upper jaw and a lower jaw, the upper jaw and
lower jaw defining a reentrant mouth adapted to
receive one or more digits, wherein the lower
jaw and the wall of the overlid are provided with
male and female engaging portions.
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