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(54) Dual use packaging

(57) A box blank (10) that can be folded in order to
be assembled into a complete box for the shipment of
materials. The blank has indicia (24,26) printed on each
of two opposite sides that identify the material to be con-
tained within the completed, assembled box. Each indicia
relates to a different material such that the box can be
assembled in one orientation to have one set of indicia

end up on the exterior surface or assembled in a different
orientation to have the other set of indicia end up on the
exterior surface. In this manner, the same box blank can
be used for different materials to be shipped within the
completed box. In the exemplary embodiment, the differ-
ent materials relate to (a) diagnostic or clinical specimens
and (b) exempt human or animal specimens.
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Description

Reference to Related Cases

[0001] This application is based upon and hereby
claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application Se-
rial No. 60/748,516, filed December 8, 2005.

Field of the Invention

[0002] The present invention relates to an unassem-
bled blank for producing a box carton and, more partic-
ularly, to a carton blank having different indicia on oppo-
site sides of the blank to allow the user to selectively
assemble the box having different indicia appearing on
the exterior of the assembled box.

Background of the Invention

[0003] There are currently used, various packages or
boxes for shipping certain materials that are classified
as materials that require some type of notice on the ex-
terior of the package so that persons that come in contact
with such packages during the shipping process are
made aware of the special classification of the contents.
[0004] One of such types of boxes is used to contain
and ship human or animal materials, such as specimens,
for testing. With those materials, for example, there are
different labeling requirements for such shipments, for
example, if the material is an exempt human or animal
specimen, there is one criterion for the labeling, whereas,
if the material is a diagnostic or clinical specimen, there
is a different criterion for that labeling. In each instance,
the labeling requirement must be complied with in order
to ship those materials.
[0005] With such materials, however, it is quite com-
mon for the same shipper to be involved in both types of
these materials and, therefore, that shipper must comply
with the criteria governing the labeling requirements of
both types of materials.
[0006] There is, therefore, a difficulty in that the differ-
ing labels on such boxes must be specially and properly
labeled for the particular contents and, thus, a party ship-
ping such materials must inventory different unassem-
bled box blanks that have the individual labels for each
type of material that is intended to be shipped so that the
shipments will be properly labeled. The different labeling
requirements therefore require the shipper to have sep-
arate inventorying, stock control and the like for each of
the differently labeled box blanks in order to carry out the
shipping functions.
[0007] As such, it would be advantageous if the ship-
pers of such specimen materials could reduce the
number of different labeled packages or boxes by having
a box blank that could be used for more than one clas-
sification of such materials.

Summary of the Invention

[0008] In accordance with the present invention, there
is a box blank that can be folded so as to be assembled
to form a box for transporting materials where such ma-
terials require different labels so as to use the same box
blank for two different classes of materials. As used here-
in, the term "blank" or "blanks" is intended to refer to a
flat, unassembled package or box and is the form in which
packages or boxes are maintained in inventory so as to
minimize the amount of space taken up by the packages
or boxes. As such, when the actual shipment is desired
to be constructed or assembled, the blank is simply as-
sembled into the form of a completed box or package for
insertion of the materials and then shipped to the intend-
ed destination.
[0009] With the present invention, the same unassem-
bled box blank has different labeling on the opposite ex-
terior surfaces in accordance with the requirements of
the differing contents to be inserted into the eventual as-
sembled box. The blank has otherwise the normal score
or fold lines that enable the user to fold the carton in
forming the ultimate box and the folding and assembly
of the blank into the completed box is carried out in con-
ventional manner.
[0010] By having the different labeling printed on the
opposed surfaces of the unassembled box blank, the us-
er can fold the blank to form the box with either labeling
ending outwardly, that is, where one class of material i.e.
exempt human or animal specimens is to be contained
with the box, the shipper simply folds the box blank in
assembling that box so that the appropriate labeling for
that type of specimen ends up on the exterior of the box
and similarly, if the material is intended to be diagnostic
or clinical specimens, the shipper inverts the flat, un-
assembled carton and therefore uses the same box blank
to make up the box with the alternative labeling on the
outside.
[0011] There may be instructions on the blank as to
which side should be facing upwardly in order to have
the completed box display on its exterior, the desired
labeling for the particular materials contained therein.
[0012] In the exemplary embodiment, there is also a
location, such as printed square boxes, that can be
marked in some manner manually by the shipper to in-
dicate whether the material contained within the box is a
exempt human specimen or an exempt animal specimen.
[0013] In the aforesaid manner, the same flattened box
blank can be used for two different classes of materials
requiring different labeling and, therefore the inventory
and inventory control can be simplified by having the
same box blank that is usable for different labeled mate-
rial.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0014] Fig. 1 is a top view of a flattened, unassembled
box blank having labeling printed thereon for use with
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exempt human specimens or exempt animal specimens;
[0015] Fig. 2 is an assembled box constructed from
the unassembled blank of Fig. 1;
[0016] Fig. 3 is a top view of a flattened, unassembled
box blank having labeling thereon for use with diagnostic
or clinical specimens; and
[0017] Fig. 4 is an assembled box constructed from
the unassembled blank of Fig. 3.

Detailed Description of the Invention

[0018] Turning first to Fig. 1, there is shown a plan view
of an unassembled box blank 10 of the present invention
and where the box blank has an exterior surface 12 facing
upwardly in the Figure. As can be seen, the box blank
10 has a plurality of normal panels for a blank used for
assembled into a completed box, that is, there is a top
panel 14, a bottom panel 16, side panels 18, 20 and end
panels 22.
[0019] In the embodiment of Fig. 1, there is indicia
printed on one of the side panels 18 that designates the
exterior surface 12 for use with exempt human speci-
mens or exempt animal specimens. Accordingly, to con-
struct or assemble a completed box for use with such
materials, the exterior surface 12 would be facing down-
wardly and then assembled in the conventional manner.
[0020] The indicia printed on the top panel 14 can be
used to locate and insert the addresses of the shipping
and receiving parties in a normal manner, however, the
indicia printed on the side panel 18 comprises the proper
labeling indicia that allows the shipper to use the blank
10 to assemble a completed box for shipping exempt
animal specimens and exempt human specimens. There
is also a location on the side panel 18, such the boxes
24, 26 for the shipper to mark, such as by a check mark
or x mark, that more clearly defines the particular material
as either exempt human or animal specimens.
[0021] While the exemplary embodiment of Fig. 1 il-
lustrates the location of the indicia to be on the top panel
14 and one of the side panels 18, it can be seen that
others of the panels could be used for locating the labe-
ling indicia and/or the addressing information and, for the
matter, the addressing and labeling indicia could alter-
natively, be printed on the same panel.
[0022] Tuming now to Fig. 2, taken along with Fig. 1,
there is shown a perspective view of a completed box 28
that has been assembled from the box blank 10 of Fig.
1. As such the completed box 28 can contain exempt
human specimens or exempt animal specimens with the
specific type of specimen marked in one of the boxes 24,
26 printed on the side panel 18. The addressing indicia
containing the location for the identification of the ship-
ping and the receiving party is printed on the top surface
14 that is automatically provided in that location during
the assembly of the box blank 10.
[0023] Turning now to Fig. 3, there is shown a plan
view of the unassembled box blank 10 of the present
invention and where the box blank has an exterior surface

30 facing upwardly in the Figure. The exterior surface 30
is the opposite of that shown as the exterior surface 12
of Fig. 1 and has different indicia printed thereon i.e, the
box blank 10 in the orientation of Fig. 1 has simply been
inverted to that of Fig. 3. Again the same panels of the
box blank 10 are shown as were identified with respect
to Fig. 1 but now the exterior surface 30 is facing upward-
ly.
[0024] As can be seen in Fig. 3, the side panel 18 now
has indicia in the form of labeling that states the contents
to be shipped in the eventual completed box to be diag-
nostic or clinical specimens.
[0025] Turning, finally, to Fig. 4, taken along with Fig.
3, there is shown a perspective view of the completed
box 32 where the exterior of the box 32 is the exterior
surface 30 illustrated in Fig, 3 and therefore the labeling
on the side panel 18 states that the materials within the
box 32 are diagnostic specimens or clinical specimens.
[0026] As can be seen therefore, the user can position
the unassembled box blank 10 with the desired labeling
in the proper orientation for the assembly of the box 32
for the particular material to be shipped therein.
[0027] In the exemplary embodiment, the contents of
the eventual box can be (1) diagnostic specimens or clin-
ical specimens or (2) exempt human specimens or ex-
empt animal specimens and that identification is neces-
sary for the shipping of that material.
[0028] There may also be instructions for the assembly
of the box to illustrate to the user which exterior surface
needs to be in the upwardly facing direction to achieve
the desired completed box and there are conventional
score or fold lines that facilitate the user’s folding portions
of the box blank in order to complete the finished box.
By following the instructions, the user can assemble the
box with the desired labeling on the exterior of the finished
box.
[0029] In addition, while the exemplary embodiment is
specifically disclosed to be used for materials that are
specimens, it can easily be appreciated that the tech-
nique of the present invention can be used in other fields
and with other materials with the use of a box blank having
different indicia printed on opposite sides of the box blank
to relate to different contents depending on the assembly
of the completed box.
[0030] Those skilled in the art will readily recognize
numerous adaptations and modifications which can be
made to the box blank and completed box of the present
invention which will result in an improved packaging sys-
tem, yet all of which will fall within the scope and spirit of
the present invention as defined in the following claims.
Accordingly, the invention is to be limited only by the fol-
lowing claims and their equivalents.

Claims

1. An unassembled blank for being assembled into a
box for shipping materials, the blank having oppo-
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sitely facing surfaces, one of the opposite facing sur-
faces having indicia indicative of a particular material
to be shipped in the assembled box and the other of
the surfaces having different indicia indicative of a
different material to be shipped in the assembled
box.

2. The unassembled blank as defined in claim 2 where-
in the indicia is labeling indicia.

3. The unassembled blank as defined in claim 2 where-
in each of the oppositely facing surfaces has different
shipping labeling legal requirements

4. The unassembled blank as defined in claim 1 where-
in one surface has labeling indicia indicative of ship-
ping an exempt human or animal specimen and the
other surface having labeling indicia indicative of di-
agnostic or clinical specimens.

5. A method of assembling a box from a box blank hav-
ing oppositely facing surfaces with different labeling
on the opposite surfaces indicative of different ma-
terials to be contained within the box, the method
comprising folding the blank to form the box in a man-
ner to have the desired labeling appearing on the
exterior of the box.

6. The method of claim 5 wherein the desired labeling
on one surface relates to the shipment of diagnostic
specimens of clinical specimens.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein the desired labeling
on the other surface relates to the shipment of ex-
empt human specimens and exempt animal speci-
mens.

8. A box for use in the shipment of differing materials,
the box comprised of a plurality of panels including
side panels, a top panel, a bottom panel and end
panels, at least one of the panels having an exterior
surface having indicia identifying the material to be
shipped within the box and at least on of the panels
having an interior surface having indicia identifying
another, different material to be shipped within the
box.

9. The box of claim 8 wherein the exterior surface of
the at least one panel has labeling indicia identifying
the material to be diagnostic or clinical specimens.

10. The box of claim 8 wherein the exterior surface of
the at least one panel has labeling indicia identifying
the material to be exempt human or exempt human
specimens.
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