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Description

[0001] This invention relates generally to gas turbine engines, and more particularly, to a method and apparatus utilized
to cool igniter leads used with gas turbine engines.
[0002] Gas turbine engines typically include high and low pressure compressors, a combustor, and at least one turbine.
The compressors compress air which is mixed with fuel and channeled to the combustor. The mixture is then ignited for
generating hot combustion gases, and the combustion gases are channeled to the turbine which extracts energy from
the combustion gases for powering the compressor, as well as producing useful work to propel an aircraft in flight or to
power a load, such as an electrical generator.
[0003] Gas turbine engines typically include an ignition system to ignite the fuel and air mixture within the gas turbine
engine. At least one known gas turbine engine ignition system includes an exciter, at least one igniter, and a lead coupled
between the exciter and the igniter. During operation, the igniter lead may be subject to an operational temperature that
may cause the igniter lead to deteriorate. As a result, the engine may fail to start and may fail to support required operations.
[0004] US 6,483,022 B1 discloses an ignition lead assembly having features generally corresponding to the preamble
of claim 1 herein.
[0005] In one aspect, a cooling apparatus for an igniter lead is provided in accordance with claim 1 herein.
[0006] In a further aspect, a gas turbine engine is provided in accordance with claim 5.
[0007] Various embodiments and aspects of the present invention will now be described in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary gas turbine engine.

Figure 2 is a schematic illustration of an ignition system in a gas turbine engine shown in Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a schematic illustration of a cooling apparatus for an igniter lead shown in Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a cross-section illustration of a cooling apparatus for an igniter lead shown in Figure 3.

[0008] Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a schematic illustration of a gas turbine engine 10 that includes a fan
assembly 12 and a core engine 13 including a high pressure compressor 14, a combustor 16, and a high pressure
turbine 18. Engine 10 also includes a low pressure turbine 20, and a booster 22. Fan assembly 12 includes an array of
fan blades 24 extending radially outward from a rotor disc 26. Engine 10 has an intake side 28 and an exhaust side 30.
In one embodiment, the gas turbine engine is a GE90 available from General Electric Company, Cincinnati, Ohio. Fan
assembly 12 and turbine 20 are coupled by a first rotor shaft 31, and compressor 14 and turbine 18 are coupled by a
second rotor shaft 32.
[0009] During operation, air flows through fan assembly 12, along a central axis 34, and compressed air is supplied
to high pressure compressor 14. The highly compressed air is delivered to combustor 16. Airflow (not shown in Figure
1) from combustor 16 drives turbines 18 and 20, and turbine 20 drives fan assembly 12 by way of shaft 31.
[0010] Figure 2 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary ignition system 40 that may be used with gas turbine engine
10 (shown in Figure 1). Ignition system 40 includes an exciter 42, at least one igniter 44, and at least one igniter lead
46 coupled between exciter 42 and igniter 44. In the exemplary embodiment, ignition system 40 also includes a cooling
apparatus 50 that channels cooling air around the igniter lead 46 to facilitate cooling the igniter lead 46. Igniter lead 46
in the exemplary embodiment is covered with a braided wire cover 56. Outer jacket 58 covers igniter lead 46 between
cooling apparatus 50 and igniter 44.
[0011] Figure 3 is a schematic illustration of cooling apparatus 50 shown in Figure 2. Figure 4 is a cross-section
illustration of a cooling apparatus for an igniter lead shown in Figure 3. Cooling apparatus 50 includes an outer housing
52 and a conduit 54. In the exemplary embodiment, cooling apparatus 50 is fabricated from a metallic material. Optionally,
cooling apparatus 50 is fabricated from a non-metallic material (ie a composite material).
[0012] Outer housing 52 includes a first tubular portion 62 and a second tubular portion 64. In the exemplary embod-
iment, first tubular portion 62 is unitarily formed with second tubular portion 64. First tubular portion 62 is substantially
perpendicular with respect to second tubular portion 64. First tubular portion 62 is substantially cylindrical and has an
opening 72 defined therethrough. First tubular portion 62 includes a length 74, an inner diameter 76, and an outer
diameter 78. Second tubular portion 64 is substantially cylindrical and has an opening 70 defined therethrough. Second
tubular portion 64 has a length 82, an inner diameter 84, and an outer diameter 86. First tubular portion 62 includes an
opening 110 defined therethrough configured to receive a retaining device 112. In the exemplary embodiment, retaining
device 112 is a wire retainer. Second tubular portion 64 forms the beginning of the air channel 80. Second tubular portion
64 is in flow communication with first tubular portion 62. Therefore, air channel 80 is further formed by first tubular portion
62.
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[0013] Conduit 54 is substantially cylindrical and has an opening 73 defined therethrough. Conduit 54 includes a length
88, a first end 94 including an outer diameter 90, and a second end 98 including an outer diameter 92 that is larger than
outer diameter 90. First end 94 of conduit 54 couples to a first bell mouth portion 96. Second end 98 of conduit 54 couples
to a second bell mouth portion 100. Optionally, conduit 54 does not include a first bell mouth portion 96 and a second
bell mouth portion 100. Furthermore, outer jacket 58 is partially inserted into second end 98 wherein second end 98
forms a flange 60 with a portion of outer jacket 58. Outer jacket 58 forms a shoulder with conduit 54.
[0014] Additionally, conduit 54 has a first groove 102 that is sized to receive a first seal 106 and is positioned between
first end 94 and a second groove 104. Second groove 104 is sized to receive a second seal 108 and is positioned
between first groove 102 and second end 98. First seal 106 and second seal 108 are each circumferentially disposed
around conduit 54. First seal 106 and second seal 108 facilitate flow communication between outer housing 52 and
conduit 54. Hence, first seal 106 and second seal 108 further form air channel 80. In the exemplary embodiment, first
seal 106 and second seal 108 are o-rings.
[0015] During assembly, igniter lead 46 is inserted at least partially into conduit 54 through first bell mouth portion 96,
continues through opening 73, and exits conduit 54 through second bell mouth portion 100. First bell mouth portion 96
and second bell mouth portion 100 facilitate bending igniter lead 46. If first bell mouth portion 96 and second bell mouth
portion 100 are not utilized, igniter lead 46 is inserted at least partially into conduit 54 through first end 94, continues
through opening 73, and exits conduit 54 through second end 98. Conduit 54 is inserted through first tubular portion 62
of outer housing 52 through opening 72. Inner diameter 76 is slightly larger than outer diameter 92. Furthermore, length
88 of conduit 54 is longer than length 82 of the outer housing 52. First tubular portion 62 of outer housing 52 substantially
circumscribes and is rotatably coupled to conduit 54. First tubular portion 62 of outer housing 52 is in sealable contact
with first seal 106 and second seal 108. Outer housing 52 rotates 360 degrees circumferentially around conduit 54.
Outer housing 52 is rotated to couple to an external air source. Cooling air enters at opening 70 and continues through
air channel 80. Retaining device 112 is inserted at least partially into opening 110 and retaining device 112 is configured
to secure the outer housing 52 in a substantially fixed orientation with respect to the conduit 54.
[0016] During operation, outer housing 52 is rotated to couple to an external air source. Cooling air enters at opening
70 and continues through air channel 80. Second tubular portion 64 forms the beginning of the air channel 80. Second
tubular portion 64 is in flow communication with first tubular portion 62. Seal 106 and seal 108 provide a seal for cooling
air to pass from air channel 80 through to air cavity 81. Air cavity 81 is defined between outer jacket 58 and the igniter
lead 46. Outer jacket 58 substantially circumscribes igniter lead 46. From air channel 80, cooling air passes into air
cavity 81 cooling the igniter lead 46. The cooling assembly 50 provides a passageway for cooling air to reach the igniter
lead 46 such that the temperature of the lead is reduced from a first operational temperature to a second operational
temperature that is less than the first operational temperature.
[0017] The above-described cooling assembly is cost-effective and highly reliable. The assembly includes a conduit
and an outer housing. The outer housing provides a 360 degree rotation to allow freedom in configuration of design of
the air supply plumbing. The assembly provides a passageway for cooling air to reach the igniter lead such that the
temperature of the lead is reduced from a first operational temperature to a second operational temperature that is less
than the first operational temperature.
[0018] More specifically, the proposed swivel air fitting tee for an aircraft engine igniter lead has an outer housing. The
outer housing swivels 360 degrees around the igniter harness. The wire shielded igniter harness enters the fitting and
attaches to the fixed adapter body. The outer housing attaches to the fixed body with the wire retainer. The two o-rings
provide a static air seal at the end of the housing and at the end of the body. Air passes through the tee of the outer
housing and enters the chamber of the fixed body. From the air chamber, cooling air then passes into the cooling jacket
surrounding the igniter lead. The direction of the flow would be reversed for a drain application.
[0019] While this application exhibits the use of a beaded end for a hose connection, any type of connection is possible
here for other applications. Therefore, the approach is not limited to a beaded end at the tee connection. Furthermore,
bell mouths are provided at each end of the connector to assist in the lead bend radius at the fitting ends.
[0020] While the invention has been described in terms of various specific embodiments, those skilled in the art will
recognize that the invention can be practiced with edification within the scope of the claims.

Parts List

[0021]

Gas turbine engine 10
Fan assembly 12
Core engine 13
High pressure compressor 14
Combustor 16
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High pressure turbine 18
Low pressure turbine 20
Booster 22
Fan blades 24
Rotor disc 26
Intake side 28
Exhaust side 30
First rotor shaft 31
Second rotor shaft 32
Central axis 34
Ignition system 40
Exciter 42
Igniter 44
Igniter lead 46
Cooling apparatus 50
Outer housing 52
Conduit 54
Braided wire cover 56
Outer jacket 58
Flange 60
First tubular portion 62
Second tubular portion 64
Second tubular portion opening 70
First tubular portion opening 72
Conduit opening 73
First tubular portion length 74
First tubular portion inner diameter 76
First tubular portion outer diameter 78
Air channel 80
Air cavity 81
Second tubular portion length 82
Second tubular portion inner diameter 84
Second tubular portion outer diameter 86
Conduit length 88
Conduit first end outer diameter 90
Conduit second end outer diameter 92
Conduit first end 94
First bell mouth portion 96
Conduit second end 98
Second bell mouth portion 100
First groove 102
Second groove 104
First seal 106
Second seal 108
Retaining device opening 110
Retaining device 112

Claims

1. A cooling apparatus (50) for an igniter lead (46), said cooling apparatus (50) comprising:

a conduit (54) configured to be coupled to the igniter lead (46); and
an outer housing (52) coupled to said conduit (54);
characterised in that:

- said outer housing (52) includes a first tubular portion (62) and a second tubular portion (64) that is coupled
to said first tubular portion (62);
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- said outer housing (52) is coupled to said conduit (54) such that said first tubular portion (62) circumscribes
and is substantially parallel to said conduit (54);
- said second tubular portion (64) is substantially perpendicular to said first tubular portion (64) and said
conduit (54);
- said second tubular portion (64) is configured to attach to an external air source and to channel cooling
air from the external air source through to said first tubular portion (62), through said conduit (54), and
around the igniter lead (46);
- said outer housing (52) is configured to swivel 360 degrees circumferentially around said conduit (54).

2. A cooling apparatus (50) in accordance with Claim 1, wherein said conduit (54) comprises a tubular body portion
including a first end (94) and a second end (98), said tubular body portion configured to substantially circumscribe
the igniter lead (46).

3. A cooling apparatus (50) in accordance with Claim 2, wherein said conduit (54) further comprises a first groove
(102) that is sized to receive a first seal (106) that is positioned proximate said first end (94) and a second groove
(104) that is sized to receive a second seal (108) that is positioned between said first groove (102) and said second
end (98), said first (106) and second seal (108) are each circumferentially disposed around said body portion of
said conduit (54), to facilitate seals (106, 108) forming a sealed air channel between said outer housing (52) and
said tubular body portion.

4. A cooling apparatus (50) in accordance with any preceding claim, wherein said outer housing (52) includes an
opening (110) in said first tubular portion (62), said opening (110) is configured to receive a retaining device (112)
to secure said outer housing (52) in a substantially fixed orientation with respect to said conduit (54) .

5. A gas turbine engine (10) comprising: an exciter (42); an igniter (44);
at least one igniter lead (46) extending between the exciter (42) and the igniter (44); and
a cooling apparatus (50) in accordance with any of the preceding claims.

Patentansprüche

1. Kühlvorrichtung (50) für eine Zündvorrichtungsleitung (46), wobei die Kühlvorrichtung (50) umfasst:

eine Leitung (54), konfiguriert, um mit der Zündvorrichtungsleitung (46) gekoppelt zu werden; und ein Außen-
gehäuse (52), welches mit der Leitung (54) gekoppelt ist;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass:

- das Außengehäuse (52) einen ersten röhrenförmigen Abschnitt (62) und einen zweiten röhrenförmigen
Abschnitt (64), der mit dem ersten röhrenförmigen Abschnitt (62) gekoppelt ist, umfasst;
- das Außengehäuse (52) derart mit der Leitung (54) gekoppelt ist, dass der erste röhrenförmige Abschnitt
(62) die Leitung (54) umschließt und im Wesentlichen zu ihr parallel ist;
- der zweite röhrenförmige Abschnitt (64) im Wesentlichen senkrecht zum ersten röhrenförmigen Abschnitt
(64) und zur Leitung (54) ist;
- der zweite röhrenförmige Abschnitt (64) so konfiguriert ist, dass er an eine externe Luftquelle angeschlos-
sen werden kann und so Kühlungsluft von der externen Luftquelle durch den ersten röhrenförmigen Abschnitt
(62), durch die Leitung (54) und um die Zündvorrichtungsleitung herum (46) leiten kann;
- das Außengehäuse (52) so konfiguriert ist, dass es 360 Grad um die Leitung (54) herum gedreht werden
kann.

2. Kühlvorrichtung (50) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Leitung (54) einen röhrenförmigen Körperabschnitt mit einem
ersten Ende (94) und einem zweiten Ende (98) umfasst, wobei der röhrenförmige Körperabschnitt so konfiguriert
ist, dass er die Zündvorrichtungsleitung (46) im Wesentlichen umschließt.

3. Kühlvorrichtung (50) nach Anspruch 2, wobei die Leitung (54) ferner eine erste Nut (102), die so bemessen ist, dass
sie eine erste Dichtung (106) aufnimmt, die sich in der Nähe des ersten Endes (94) befindet, sowie eine zweite Nut
(104) umfasst, die so bemessen ist, dass sie eine zweite Dichtung (108) aufnimmt, die sich zwischen der ersten
Nut (102) und dem zweiten Ende (98) befindet, wobei die erste (106) und die zweite Dichtung (108) am Umfang
des Körperabschnitts der Leitung (54) entlang angeordnet sind, um es den Dichtungen (106, 108) zu erleichtern,
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einen abgedichteten Luftkanal zwischen dem Außengehäuse (52) und dem röhrenförmigen Körperabschnitt zu
bilden.

4. Kühlvorrichtung (50) nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei das Außengehäuse (52) mit einer Öffnung
(110) im ersten röhrenförmigen Abschnitt (62) versehen ist, wobei die Öffnung (110) so konfiguriert ist, dass sie
eine Rückhaltevorrichtung (112) aufnimmt, um das Außengehäuse (52) in einer im Wesentlichen festen Ausrichtung
im Verhältnis zur Leitung (54) zu sichern.

5. Gasturbinentriebwerk (10), umfassend: einen Erreger (42); eine Zündvorrichtung (44);
wenigstens eine Zündvorrichtungsleitung (46) zwischen dem Erreger (42) und der Zündvorrichtung (44); und
eine Kühlvorrichtung (50) nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche.

Revendications

1. Un appareil de refroidissement (50) pour un câble d’allumeur (46), ledit appareil de refroidissement (50) comprenant :

un conduit (54) agencé pour être couplé au câble d’allumeur (46) ; et
un boîtier extérieur (52) couplé audit conduit (54) ;
caractérisé en ce que :

- ledit boîtier extérieur (52) inclut une première partie tubulaire (62) et une seconde partie tubulaire (64) qui
est couplée à ladite première partie tubulaire (62) ;
- ledit boîtier extérieur (52) est couplé audit conduit (54) de telle façon que ladite première partie tubulaire
(62) circonscrive et soit substantiellement parallèle audit conduit (54) ;
- ladite seconde partie tubulaire (64) est substantiellement perpendiculaire à ladite première partie tubulaire
(64) et audit conduit (54) ;
- ladite seconde partie tubulaire (64) est agencée pour se fixer à une source d’air extérieur et pour canaliser
à travers de l’air de refroidissement de la source d’air extérieur vers ladite première partie tubulaire (62),
à travers ledit conduit (54), et autour du câble d’allumeur (46) ;
- ledit boîtier extérieur (52) est agencé pour pivoter de 360 degrés circonférentiellement autour dudit conduit
(54).

2. Un appareil de refroidissement (50) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit conduit (54) comprend une partie de
corps tubulaire incluant une première extrémité (94) et une seconde extrémité (98), ladite partie de corps tubulaire
agencée pour circonscrire substantiellement le câble d’allumeur (46).

3. Un appareil de refroidissement (50) selon la revendication 2, dans lequel ledit conduit (54) comprend en outre une
première rainure (102) qui est dimensionnée pour recevoir un premier joint (106) qui est positionnée à proximité de
ladite première extrémité (94) et une seconde rainure (104) qui est dimensionnée pour recevoir un second joint
(108) qui est positionnée entre ladite première rainure (102) et ladite seconde extrémité (98), lesdits premier (106)
et second (108) joints sont disposés circonférentiellement autour de ladite partie de corps dudit conduit (54), pour
permettre facilement aux joints (106, 108) de former un canal d’air étanche entre ledit boîtier extérieur (52) et ladite
partie de corps tubulaire.

4. Un appareil de refroidissement (50) selon une quelconque revendication précédente, dans lequel ledit boîtier ex-
térieur (52) inclut une ouverture (110) dans ladite première partie tubulaire (62), ladite ouverture (110) est agencée
pour recevoir un dispositif de retenue (112) pour fixer ledit boîtier extérieur (52) dans une orientation substantiellement
fixe par rapport audit conduit (54).

5. Un moteur de turbine à gaz (10) comprenant : un excitateur (42) ; un allumeur (44) ;
au moins un câble d’allumeur (46) s’étendant entre l’excitateur (42) et l’allumeur (44) ; et
un appareil de refroidissement (50) selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes.
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