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(54) Collapsible clothing hanger

(57) A hanger for clothing item is disclosed as includ-
ing a central body part (12), two locking members (20),
and two arms (16) in which the arms (16) are swivellably
movable relative to the body part (12) between a lower
position and an upper position, and the locking members

(20) are movable between a first position in which move-
ment of the arms (16) from the upper position to the lower
position is prevented, and a second position in which
movement of the arms (16) from the upper position to
the lower position is allowed.
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a hanger, and in par-
ticular such a hanger with movable arms.

Background of the Invention

[0002] Hangers for clothing items have been available
for a long time. Such hangers generally include a central
body part with two arms extending leftward and right-
ward, and a hook extending generally upward. However,
given the relatively long distance between the extremities
of the arms of the hangers, more space is required to
store or accommodate such hangers, e.g. in a suitcase.
It is thus an objective of the present invention to provide
a hanger in which such a shortcoming is mitigated or to
provide at least a useful alternative to the trade and pub-
lic.

Summary of the Invention

[0003] According to the present invention, there is pro-
vided a hanger including a body member, at least one
locking member, and two arm members wherein at least
one said arm member is swivellably movable relative to
said body member between a lower position and an upper
position, wherein said at least one locking member is
movable between a first position in which movement of
said at least one arm member from said upper position
to said lower position is prevented, and a second position
in which movement of said at least one arm member from
said upper position to said lower position is allowed.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0004] A preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion will now be described, by way of example only, with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a front view of a hanger for clothing items
according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention;
Fig. 2 is a rear view of the hanger of Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a front view of the hanger of Fig. 1 with the
buttons in an inwardly pressed position;
Fig. 4 is a front view of the hanger of Fig. 1 with the
arms in an intermediate position;
Fig. 5 is a front view of the hanger of Fig. 1 with the
arms in a lowermost position;
Fig. 6 is a front view of the hanger of Fig. 1 with the
interior structure and mechanism of the central body
part exposed;
Fig. 7 is a further exposed front view of the hanger
of Fig. 6 with the buttons in an inwardly pressed po-
sition;
Fig. 8 is a yet further exposed front view of the hanger
of Fig. 6 with the buttons in an inwardly pressed po-
sition and the arms in an intermediate position;

Fig. 9 shows the hanger of Fig. 8 with the buttons in
an outer un-pressed position; and
Fig. 10 shows the hanger of Fig. 6 with the arms in
the lowermost position.

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment

[0005] A hanger according to a preferred embodiment
of the present invention is shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and
generally designated as 10. The hanger includes a cen-
tral body part 12 from an upper end of which a hook 14
extends. Two arms 16 extend sideward from the body
part 12, and a manually operable button 18 is engaged
with each side of the body part 12.
[0006] As shown in Fig. 3, the buttons 18 may be
pressed from the outer position as shown in Figs. 1 and
2 to the inner position as shown in Fig. 3 by an inwardly
directing force F. When the buttons 18 are in the inwardly
pressed position as shown in Fig. 3, the arms 16 may
move, e.g. under gravity or be moved by a user, from the
uppermost position as shown in Fig. 1, which may be
referred to as the "in-use configuration", to and remain
in the intermediate position as shown in Fig. 4, and further
to and remain in the lowermost position as shown in Fig.
5, which may be referred to as the "storage configura-
tion".
[0007] Turning now to Figs. 6 and 7, it can be seen
that each of the button 18 is operatively associated with
a respective resiliently deformable locking member 20,
which is in turn operatively associated with a respective
ratchet wheel portion 22 at an inner end of the arm 16.
It can be seen from Fig. 6 that, when the buttons 18 are
at the outer position, a respective lower free end 24 of
the locking member 20 is engaged with the respective
ratchet wheel portion 22 of the arm 16, thus preventing
movement of the respective arm 16 relative to the body
part 12 from the uppermost position to the intermediate
position or subsequently to the lowermost position.
[0008] When the buttons 18 are inwardly pressed,
against the biasing force of springs 26 in the central body
part 12, to the inner position as shown in Fig. 7, the locking
member 20 is deformed such that the lower free end 24
of the locking member 20 is raised and thus out of en-
gagement with the respective ratchet wheel portion 22
of the arm 16, thus allowing the arms 16 to move, e.g.
under gravity, or be moved by a user, from the uppermost
position as shown in Figs. 6 and 7, to and remain in the
intermediate position as shown in Figs. 8 and 9, and fur-
ther to and remain in the lowermost position as shown in
Fig. 10.
[0009] It can be seen in Figs. 9 and 10 that, when the
arms 16 are in the intermediate position or the lowermost
position, and when the buttons 18 are in the normal stable
outer position, the arms 16 will remain in that position. It
should also be noted that, because of the shape of the
lower end 24 of the locking member 20 and that of the
teeth on the ratchet wheel portions 22 of the arms 16,
the arms 16 may also be moved upwardly (in the direction
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indicated by the arrows A) from the lowermost position
as shown in Fig. 10 to and remain in the intermediate
position as shown in Fig. 9, and further to and remain in
the uppermost position as shown in Fig. 6.
[0010] It can thus be seen that the present invention
provides an uncomplicated yet effective mechanism for
allowing the arms 16 of the hanger 10 to move between
the in-use configuration and the storage position. In par-
ticular, when the hanger 10 is held at an upright position,
pressing the buttons 18 inwardly will allow the arms 16
to fall from the uppermost position to the lowermost po-
sition under gravity. On the other hand, without pressing
the buttons 18, the arms 16 may be brought by a user
from the lowermost position to the uppermost position.
[0011] It should be understood that the above only il-
lustrates an example whereby the present invention may
be carried out, and that various modifications and/or al-
terations may be made thereto without departing from
the spirit of the invention.
[0012] It should also be understood that certain fea-
tures of the invention, which are, for clarity, described in
the context of separate embodiments, may be provided
in combination in a single embodiment. Conversely, var-
ious features of the invention which are, for brevity, de-
scribed in the context of a single embodiment, may also
be provided separately or in any appropriate sub-combi-
nations.

Claims

1. A hanger including a body member, at least one lock-
ing member, and two arm members wherein at least
one said arm member is swivellably movable relative
to said body member between a lower position and
an upper position, wherein said at least one locking
member is movable between a first position in which
movement of said at least one arm member from
said upper position to said lower position is prevent-
ed, and a second position in which movement of said
at least one arm member from said upper position
to said lower position is allowed.

2. A hanger according to Claim 1 wherein said locking
member is operatively associated with a manually
operable switch member.

3. A hanger according to Claim 1 wherein said locking
member includes a locking portion which is in en-
gagement with an engagement portion of said at
least one arm member when said locking member
is in said first position.

4. A hanger according to Claim 3 wherein said locking
portion is out of engagement with said engagement
portion of said at least one arm member when said
locking member is in said second position.

5. A hanger according to Claim 3 wherein said engage-
ment portion of said at least one arm member com-
prises a ratchet wheel.

6. A hanger according to Claim 1 wherein said locking
member is resiliently deformable.

7. A hanger according to Claim 1 wherein when said
locking member is in said first position, movement
of said at least one arm member from said lower
position to said upper position is allowed.

8. A hanger according to Claim 1 wherein said locking
member is biased towards said first position.

9. A hanger according to Claim 8 wherein said locking
member is biased towards said first position by a
spring member.

10. A hanger according to Claim 1 wherein both said
arm members are swivellably movable relative to
said body member, each respectively between a low-
er position and an upper position, wherein each said
arm member is operatively associated with a respec-
tive locking member which is movable between a
first position in which movement of said respective
arm member from said upper position to said lower
position is prevented, and a second position in which
movement of said respective arm member from said
upper position to said lower position is allowed.

11. A hanger according to Claim 10 wherein each said
locking member is operatively associated with a re-
spective manually operable switch member.
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