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(57)  The presentinvention concerns a dress-hanger
(1) with retractable arms, in correspondence and co-ax-
ially to the median axis (3) of which a hook is fixed (4),
the structure of said dress-hanger being composed of a

central element (2), symmetrical with respect to said me-
dian axis (3), at the extremities of which, symmetrically
with respect to said median axis (3), two retractable arms
(6’, 6"), identical to one another, are respectively hinged,
around respective rotation pivots (5, 5").
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Description

[0001] The presentinvention concerns a dress-hanger
with retractable arms.

[0002] It is known that different kind of dress-hangers
are commonly on trade, differing from each other be-
cause of their form, dimension and construction materi-
als.

[0003] In particular, it is possible to distinguish be-
tween substantially two kinds of dress-hanger. A first
kind, more traditional, is devoted to hang shirts, jackets
or other peaces of cloth suitable for covering the bust of
a wearer. This kind of dress-hanger is comprised of a
structure provided with curved arms, symmetrical with
respect to the median axis of the dress-hanger and
placed in a way slightly sloping as the distance from the
median axis increases, so that they approximately repro-
duce the form of the shoulders of a person. In correspond-
ence of the median axis, the dress-hanger is further pro-
vided with a hook, fixed to the rest of the structure of the
dress-hanger. Optionally, below the two arms, extending
between the two distal ends thereof, a horizontal bar can
be present, on which other pieces of clothes can be
placed, in particular trousers, bent in two parts each on
a different side of the bar, the pieces of clothes thus re-
maining hang to the bar. According to some more com-
plicated embodiments of this kind of dress-hanger, on
the bar can be further provided two pliers, which can be
opened on their part facing downward and which are fixed
or free to slide along the bar, as a function of the width
of the piece of clothes (in particular trousers and skirts)
hang to said pliers.

[0004] A second kind of dress-hanger is devoted spe-
cifically to sustain pieces of clothes by means of pliers,
and consequently comprises more simply only a horizon-
tal bar, at the centre of which a hook is provided dividing
the bar in two symmetrical arms, on each of said arms
being provided pliers, such as those seen with reference
to the first kind of dress-hanger.

[0005] As a consequence of their conformation, the
dress-hangers of this second kind have reduced dimen-
sions with respect to the dress-hangers of the first kind,
but are not suitable for sustaining clothes suitable for
dressing the bust of a person (such as shirts, jackets or
windcheaters).

[0006] The dress-hangers of both kinds are further un-
suitable for sustaining clothes suitable for dressing at
least the bust of a person, which can not be opened on
a side and have narrow collar. In fact, in order to arrange
this kind of clothes on such dress-hangers it is not pos-
sible to make the straps of the piece of clothes rest
against the arms of the dress-hanger to this aim appro-
priately inserted under the piece of clothes passing
through the collar, but it is necessary to slip the dress-
hangers completely under the piece of clothes, passing
through the lower part of the piece of clothes, operation
that is much more uncomfortable because of the risk for
the hook of damaging the piece of clothes.
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[0007] It would be much better to have a kind of dress-
hanger that can be used for all kinds of clothes, without
the need for slipping it entirely (arms and hook) under
the piece of clothes.

[0008] In order to achieve the aims hereinabove, it is
proposed according to the present invention to have a
dress-hangerwhich can be slipped under piece of clothes
having a narrow collar through the collar itself and at the
same time suitable for adequately sustaining said piece
of clothes.

[0009] Itis therefore an object of the present invention
to realise a device allowing to overcome the limits of the
devices according to the known technology and to
achieve the technical results previously described.
[0010] A further object of the invention is that said de-
vice can be produced with costs substantially low.
[0011] Not least object of the invention is that of real-
ising a device which is substantially simple, safe and re-
liable.

[0012] In this context it is developed the solution ac-
cording to the present invention, the aim of which is that
of providing a dress-hanger with retractable arms, which
can take a first position, with closed arms, suitable for
inserting said arms through the collar of a piece of clothes
having a narrow collar and a second position, with open
arms, suitable for hanging said piece of clothes.

[0013] Itistherefore afirst specific object of the present
invention a dress-hanger with retractable arms, in corre-
spondence and co-axially to the median axis of which a
hook is fixed, the structure of which is composed by a
central element, symmetrical with respect to said median
axis, at the extremities of which, symmetrically with re-
spect to said median axis, two retractable arms, identical
to each other, are respectively hinged, around the re-
spective rotation pivots.

[0014] Preferably, according to the invention, said
dress-hanger alternatively comprises a horizontal bar,
the extremities of which extend between the distal ends
of said retractable arms and can slide along said retract-
able arms, or a horizontal bar, the extremities of which
are hinged to the distal ends of said retractable arms,
around the respective rotation pivots, and which is divid-
ed in two or more semibars, hinged to each other around
rotation pivots.

[0015] Moreover, according to the present invention,
said dress-hanger can comprise means of control of the
rotation angle of said retractable arms around the respec-
tive rotation pivots.

[0016] The present invention will be now described,
for illustrative, non limitative purposes, according to a
preferred embodiment, with particular reference to the
figures of the enclosed drawings, in which:

- figure 1 shows a front view of a first dress-hanger
with retractable arms according to the presentinven-
tion, with closed arms,

- figure 2 shows a front view of the dress-hanger of
figure 1, with open arms,
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- figure 3 shows a front view of a second dress-hanger
with retractable arms according to the presentinven-
tion, with closed arms,

- figure 4 shows a front view of a third dress-hanger
with retractable arms according to the presentinven-
tion, with closed arms,

- figure 5 shows a front view of a fourth dress-hanger
with retractable arms according to the present inven-
tion, with closed arms, and

- figure 6 shows a front view of the dress-hanger of
figure 5, with open arms.

[0017] Firstly, with reference to figures 1 and 2, the
dress-hanger with retractable arms of the present inven-
tion is referred to as a whole with the numeral reference
1, and its structure is composed of a central element 2,
in correspondence and co-axially to the median axis 3 of
which a hook 4 is fixed. In correspondence of the extrem-
ities of said central element 2, symmetrically with respect
to the median axis 3, two retractable arms 6’, 6", identical
to each other, are respectively hinged, around respective
rotation pivots 5, 5", the rotation axes of which are per-
pendicular to a same plane tangent to said median axis 3.
[0018] The hinge coupling of the retractable arms 6,
6" allows for the arms the possibility to take different po-
sitions around the respective rotation pivots 5’, 5". It is
evident that such arms can take a plurality of positions
turning between a position of maximum closing, as
shown in figure 1, and a position of maximum opening,
as shown in figure 2.

[0019] In order to coordinate the position of the two
retractable arms 6’, 6", i.e. in order to define the positions
of maximum opening and maximum closing, and further
in order to ensure at any time the symmetry of the re-
tractable arms 6’, 6" with respect to the median axis 3
during their movement from the closed position and the
open position, the dress-hanger 1 can comprise ele-
ments for controlling the degree of opening of the arms.
In particular, according to the embodiment shown with
reference to the figures, said elements for controlling the
degree of opening of the arms are comprised of a hori-
zontal bar 7, divided substantially in the middle in two
semibars 7°, 7", the proximal extremities of which are
hinged to each other around a rotation pivot 8 and the
distal ends of which are hinged to the extremities of the
retractable arms 6’, 6" respectively around rotation pivots
9, 9"

[0020] According to alternative embodiments, the hor-
izontal bar 7 can be divided in a number of semibars
greater than two, or can be realised in a single piece, the
extremities of which can slide with respect to said retract-
able arms 6’, 6", or further can be absent.

[0021] In a preferred embodiment the opening of the
arms can be controlled by means of a suitable system
for controlling the rotation angle of the two semibars 7,
7" around the rotation pivot 8.

[0022] In particular, with reference to figure 3, said sys-
tem is comprised of a extension 11 of the stem 10 of the
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hook 4, passing through the body of the central element
2 until it reaches the semibars 7°, 7", to which itis coupled
(eventually by means of a articulated joint allowing its
rotation around its axis). The extension 11 of the stem
10 can be threaded and the seat inside which the exten-
sion pass through the central element can be provided
with a lead thread, so that turning the hook 4 around the
stem 10, its extension 11 can go down or up with respect
to the body of the central element 2, respectively pushing
the semibars 7, 7" downwards, opening the arms 6’, 6",
or pulling the semibars 7°, 7" upwards, closing the arms
6’, 6".

[0023] Further, the opening degree of the retractable
arms 6’, 6" can be determined, even in case the semibars
7’, 7" are not present, by means of other kinds of means
for controlling the rotation angle of said arms around the
respective rotation pivots 5’, 5". Such control means can
comprise, as shown with reference to figure 4, a toothed
coupling among a plurality of teeth 12 realised on a cir-
cular surface of each of the proximal ends of the retract-
able arms 6’, 6" having their centre respectively on the
rotation pivot 5, 5" and correspondent teeth 13 realised
on the extension 11 of the stem 10 of said hook 4. Ac-
cording to this embodiment, by pushing the stem 10 of
the hook 4 downwards the arms 6’, 6" would open up,
while pulling it upwards the arms 6’, 6" would close.
[0024] Inasimilarway, onthe extension 11 of the stem
10 of the hook 4 a worm screw can be provided, so that
the opening of the arms 6', 6" can be easily controlled by
the user of the dress-hanger 1 causing the rotation of
said hook 4 around its axis.

[0025] Finally, with reference to figures 5 and 6, a fur-
ther embodiment of dress-hanger according to the
present invention is shown, provided with a fastener 14
for blocking the position of the arms 6’, 6" in an open
position.

[0026] The dress-hangers according to the present in-
vention can be indifferently realised of wood, plastics or
metal.

[0027] Itis evident that the dress-hanger according to
the present invention is capable of solving all the techni-
cal problems that were addressed to.

[0028] All things considered the solution according to
the invention allows for achieving the following advan-
tages:

- limiting the overall dimensions of the dress-hanger
with respect to the overall dimensions of the tradi-
tional dress-hangers, in particular with reference to
a large number of dress-hangers to be transported
or stored, thanls to the possibility of storing such
dress-hangers in closed position;

- easily slipping in and off the retractable arms of the
dress-hanger in closed position, through the collar
of a piece of clothes, even in case of closed and
narrow collar;

- adjusting the overall width of the dress-hanger, sim-
ply by controlling the opening degree of the retract-
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able arms.

[0029] The present invention was described for illus-
trative, non limitative purposes, according to its preferred
embodiments, but it has to be understood that any vari- 5
ations and/or modifications can be made by the persons
skilled in the art without for this reason escaping from the
pertinent scope of protection, as defined according to the

enclosed claims.
10

Claims

1. Dress-hanger (1) with retractable arms, in corre-
spondence and co-axially to the median axis (3) of 15
which a hook is fixed (4), characterised in that its
structure is composed of a central element (2), sym-
metrical with respect to said median axis (3), at the
extremities of which, symmetrically with respect to
said median axis (3), two retractable arms (6’, 6"), 20
identical to each other, are respectively hinged,
around respective rotation pivots (5’, 5").

2. Dress-hanger (1) according to claim 1, character-
ised in that it comprises a horizontal bar (7), the 25
extremities of which extend between the distal ends
of said retractable arms (6’, 6") and can slide along
said retractable arms (6’, 6").

3. Dress-hanger (1) according to claim 1, character- 30
ised in that it comprises a horizontal bar (7), the
extremities of which are hinged to the distal ends of
said retractable arms (6’, 6"), respectively around
rotation pivots (9’, 9"), and which is divided in two or
more semibars (7°, 7"), hinged to each other around 35
rotation pivots (8).

4. Dress-hanger (1) according to any of the previous
claims, characterised in that it comprises means
for controlling the rotation angle of said retractable 40

arms (6’, 6") around the respective rotation pivots
(511 5").
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Fig. 5
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