EP 1 852 021 A3

(1 9) Européisches

: Patentamt

European
Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

(11) EP 1 852 021 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3:
19.12.2007 Bulletin 2007/51

(43) Date of publication A2:
07.11.2007 Bulletin 2007/45

(21) Application number: 07106035.4

(22) Date of filing: 12.04.2007

(51) IntCl.:

A24D 3/00 (2060 D02J 1/18(2006.0%)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR
HUIEISITLILT LU LV MC MT NL PL PT RO SE
SISKTR
Designated Extension States:
AL BAHR MK YU

(30) Priority: 13.04.2006 IT B020060273

(71) Applicant: G.D.S.p.A.
40133 Bologna (IT)

(72) Inventors:
* Righetti, Marco
40033, Casalecchio di Reno (Bologna) (IT)

¢ Gianese, Giampaolo

40037, Sasso Marconi (Bologna) (IT)
¢ Turrini, Armando

40017, San Giovanni in Persiceto (Bologna) (IT)
+ Balletti, Leonardo

40068, San Lazzaro di Savena (Bologna) (IT)

(74) Representative: Ghioni, Carlo Raoul Maria et al
Bugnion S.p.A.
Via Goito, 18
40126 Bologna (IT)

(54) A blower device for expanding continuous webs of filter material

(57)  Compacted filter tow is drawn out initially into
continuous webs (7) and then expanded by a blower de-
vice (1) comprising at least one blower unit (12) connect-
ed by way of an air delivery duct (13) to an air flow control
system (14) equipped with at least two open/close valves

(16) controlling relative air outlet ducts (17); also forming
part of the air flow control system (14) is a plenum cham-
ber (19), operating in conjunction with a pressure control
circuit (20) in such a way as to maintain a steady equal-
izing pressure internally of the chamber (19).
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